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Ngee Ann Kongsi’s $13.7 Million
Boosts Overseas Projects

It has been four decades since the Ngee Ann Kongsi started donating funds to Ngee Ann Polytechnic.
This fund has enabled the students to live their poly years to the fullest. SYED ARAFAT reports.
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KONGS!I' S RISING CONTRIBUTIONS: The $13.7 million cheque being presented at the NP Convention Centre will bring the total to $153 million. [Picture: Courtesy of NP CorpComma0 |

amajor boost with Ngee Ann Kongsi's
donation of $13.7 million.

Mr Mun Kwok On, Director of Student
Development& AlumniRelations (SDAR),
explained that the Kongsi has aided in the
funding of NP’s overseas programmes.

“This year, 3,300 students will take part
in overseas programmes, with many of
them receiving funding support from the
Kongsi’s contributions,” he said. This is an
increase to 75 percent of the polytechnic’s
cohort, up from last year’s 68 percent of
about 3,100 students.

Among those who will benefit from the
contributions are 75 final-year students
from Chinese Studies (CHS) who will be
going to Zhejiang University City College
for an immersion programme next year.

Mr Kwgk Chin Ling, a CHS lecturer
involved in the China trip, said, “There
will be some difficulties and challenges
trying to fit in bue it'll be beneficial for the
students. They will be there first hand to
understand and immerse themselves into
the Chinese culture.”

One of the students excited about the
learning trip is second-year CHS student

. Nicholas Lim.

“Ifll be a great experience that I'm
looking forward to. While it’s going to be
a hard time trying to communicate [with]
the people there, it'll definitely be fun at the
same time trying to improve my language,”
the 19-year-old said.

Besides education, the donations from
the Kongsi also subsidises community
projects. Eight NP students from the
Divers Club were given financial assistance
for a trip to0 Pulau Aur, a diving spot off
Malaysia's east coast. The students were
there to prorect the coral reef from boat
anchors by atcaching ropes to buoys. b

On top of overseas trips, the Kongsi's
contribution also supports the growth _of
emrepreneurial spirit in NP Introducec;l in
2002, NP’s EnterpriZe! scheme provides

f ; tudent development projects received
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a grant of up to $3,000 to budding
entrepreneurs. This allows them to launch
their ideas in the market without the
financial handicap.

Ms Dorene Yeo, a lecturer from the
School of Business & Accountancy (BA)
and manager of EnterpriZe!, explained that
the programme has produced outstanding
business models since it began.

n%ﬁar, 3,300 students

Vtake part in overseas

with  many

Mr Mun Kw
Director of Student Develops
Alumni Relari

She quoted the example of BVA
Studios, a company run by Clement Lim,
a final-year Business Studies (BS) student.
The company provides web development,
IT maintenance and web hosting services
to non-profit organisations and small-
medium enterprises (SMEs).

“The company’s annual turnover is
about $30,000 to $50,000 and he now
manages his start-up full-time as his
Industrial Attachment Project (IAP)... )
Ms Yeo said.

Ian Poh, 19, a second-year Accountancy
(ACC) student who started BookBuzz, an
e-portal that buys and sells used textbooks,
felc that the grant provided has been
beneficial for him.

“Now that an opportunity has been
presented by the school, it's up to the
individual whether he wants to seize it or

not ,” he said.

Over the years, contributions from
the Kongsi have been used for three main
purposes - funding of student development
programmes, both local and overseas,
promoting student entrepreneurship, and
to also assist research and development
among staff.

This year, the cheque was presented
during a private ceremony at NP’
convention centre on October 30 with
Mr Gan Kim Yong, Minister of State for
Education and Manpower, as the guest-
of-honour (GOH). Mr Lim Kee Ming,
President of Ngee Ann Kongsi, presented
the cheque to Mr Tan Hup Foi, Chairman
of Ngee Ann Polytechnic Council.

In his speech at the event, Mr Gan
highlighted the important role that Ngee
Ann Kongsi has played in the establishment
of NP

He said, “The philanthropic foundation
has not only contributed money to help
fund student programmes, buc [has]
also provided much of the land for the
polytechnic’s campus. Many students have
benefited from the Kongsi’s unwavering
support for education.”

Mr Tan, who also gave a speech,
commended NP's ability to provide a
holistic education for students as well as
proper resources for the school.

“The growing stature of the Ngee Ann
graduate would not have been possible,
if not for the invaluable support and
contributions of our many educational
partners, as well as the careful planning
and purposeful deployment of campus
resources by the Polytechnic to support the
total learning experience for our students,”
Mr Tan said.

Since 1967, the foundation made annual
contribuntions of $100,000. Then, since
1972, the Kongsi upped its gift o 75
percent of its income each year.

In all, some $153 million have been
given since 1967.®@
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focus-editorial

BY CHARLOTTE CHOO
charlotte.tribune@gmail. com

here was no denying that my
- eyeslit up with dollar signs the

i moment I heard of the whopping
sum of money that Ngee Ann Kongsi
had bestowed upon our school. To my
mind, Ngee Ann Kongsi is much like the

benevolent wealthy parent that spawned

If I Were An Heiress...

Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) and provides
NP with an annual allowance.

Perhaps I have an over-imaginative
mind, or have been living in a fantasy
world after reading too many ‘chick lit’
novels, but the situation seems reminiscent
of the chapter in which the ordinary high
school girl finds out that she is, in fact, an
heiress to a grand fortune.

Over the last seven weeks of work life,
I have accumulated $0 of savings and
have, in fact, been eating into my personal
savings. Needless to say, such a state of
affairs claws at my poor miserly heart.

Tired, overworked and stressed out
on one of my days back from the office, 1
could not help but let myself ponder over
the thought of how life would be like if I
were to inherit a fortune.

No more picking fish instead of
chicken because it costs $1.50 less, no
more late sleepless night of editing and
writing, and most importantly, no more
waking up looking like the living dead
with black (yes, black!) circles around my
eyes. I have to admit, right now, the well-
appointed life of luxury as an heiress and
socialite looks extremely attractive.

Alas, T am not an heiress, but a poverty-
stricken polytechnic student dependent on
a weekly allowance, and imagination is my
only excess. Nevertheless, a tight budget

is no real deterrent to the resolute mind.

New Revolving Age’s (NRA) Danzation
performance for one is a luxury that even
I can afford. Taking a break from study
to immerse oneself in the enjoyment of
music and dance not only disperses stress
but also inspires the mind.

Being ordinary students sure did
not stop 50 students from the School
of Business & Accountancy (BA) from
showing their faces at the IMF-World
Bank Annual Mcetings (IMF) held hete
in Singapore. Neither did it prevent 24

students from the School of Film & Media §

Studies from filming a four-part mini-
series in Shaoxing, China.

To be honest, being a student is a blast.
My jaunt in NP has been wonderful for
me so far, but if life were a rollercoaster,
the tram [ am in is only just approaching
the big loopy loop.

Leaving polytechnic in anticipation
of entering university is like leaving the
safe straight rails and heading towards the
treacherous corkscrew knowing that my
organised life will be thrown upside down.
This is why NP’s efforts to help soon-to-
be graduates through events such as Job
Central Career Fair 2006 and EDvance
2006 are so important. As it is, the future
ahead is sure to be dotted with unexpected
bumps and hitches.

So keep holding on, fellow students,
the ride of your life has just begun.

isa puﬁl'li:am;n Py third-year Print \
lﬁum'alism students of the Diploma in

Mass Communication coufse
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Good News For Early Childhood Education

Students As Overseas Degree

BY CHONG YT HAN
yihan.tribune@gmail.com

here is reason to rejoice for Early

Childhood  Education (ECH)

students as the first polytechnic
degree tie-up under a new initiative has
been announced, providing a -full-time
degree course for those who want to further
their studies in this field.

This new tie-up will be a tripartite
agreement berween Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP), Wheelock College in Boston, and
the Regional Training and Resource Centre
in Early Childhood Care and Education
for Asia (RTRC Asia).

The announcement was made on
October 2, after a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) was signed by NP
Principal Mr Chia Mia Chiang, Professor
Joan Bergstrom, director of the Center
for International Education, Leadership,
and Innovation at Wheelock College, and
Ms Adeline Sum, Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of National Trade Union Congress
(NTUC) Childcare Co-operative Ltd.

Applications for the Bachelor of Science
in Early Childhood Educational Studies
and Leadership degree programme will
begin in January.

The first academic year is set to begin
late June.

Currently, the degree programme is
designed for ECH diploma graduates but
Ms Jeanne Liew, the Deputy Director of the
Organisationa] Development Office (OD)
of NP, said thar the school is “looking for
a possibility to offer a bridging programme
in the future for non-ECH students”.

. She added, “This tie-up will allow our
graduates to experience 2 high q“f‘,l“)’
degree programme at an affordable fee.

XANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
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DEAL IS SEALED: Professor Joan Bergstrom of Wheelock College, NP Principal Chia Mia Chiang and Ms Adeline Sum, CEO of
Und.

perative Ltd signing the of

According to Mr Chia and Ms Liew,
the fee for both Singaporean citizens and
Permanent Residents (PR) to enrol in the
course will be $6,800 a year while those
going to Wheelock College in Boston will
have to pay an estimate of US$38,400
(5$59,766) a year.

Mr Chia explained to Tribune, “We
decided to work with Wheelock College
because they have a clear focus. .. and there
is an assured partnership.”

According to a media release issued
by NP, Wheelock College is a private

“institution with the aim of helping the

“lives of children and families” and provides
education'in “child’and family studies, and

social work”.

ding (MOU). [Picture: Courtesy of Jeanne Liew.]

Wheelock College since 1991 and has been
training  “early childhood ' professionals
both locally and in the region”

The same media release also stated that
“thisis the firstdegree tie-uptobeannounced
under the initiative recommended by the
Ministry of Education (MOE) where
polytechnics can link up with foreign
specialised institutions (FSI) to offer degree
courses in niche areas.”

This new degree course features a four-
year curriculum, buc these who have an NP
diploma in ECH will receive a two-year
exemption and enrol directly into the third
year of the programme.

Ms Liew said, “The aim of this tie-up
is to meet the growing aspirations of poly

RTRC Asia has been working with

grads to obrain a degree qualification after

N

Confirmed

their poly education...”

Daphne Cher, 19, a final-year ECH
student, said that she would consider
enrolling for the degree course though the
cost would be a concern. She said, “I would
most likely try our [for the course] only if

the degree is well-recognised.”
According to the media release,
the “degree will enjoy international

accreditation by the Commission on
Institutions of Higher Education of the
New England Association of Schools and
Colleges (NEASC)”. '

Wheelock College has raken measures
to ensure that the course will be of top-
notch quality.

Professor Bergstrom said in a media
release, “We (Wheelock College) will
appoint a senior staff member of our faculty
in Boston as the resident centre director to
manage the programme. We will also be
sending some of our best and most senior
faculty members to teach in Singapore.”

Ms Liew said, “We also had to ensure
that the programme is carefully railored so
that it is of a very high standard, dovetails
well with our ECH diploma curriculum
and [also] meet the needs of the ECH
industry in Singapore.”

According to Ms Liew, the annual intake
of ECH students ranges from 180 to 190.
However, the curreng proposed number of
it:l(;rcg:. entering the new degree course is

Mr Chia said that the studencs will
be chosen according to their academic
performance, aspirations and aptitudes
as well as their overall performance while
taking the ECH diploma,

_ Ms Liew added that Wheelock College
will rfmkc the decision regarding the final
selection of the candidares. ®
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BY CHONG YT HAN
yihan tribune€gmail.com

o not be alarmed when 1500
Dscconda.ry students flood Ngee

Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) grounds
from November 30 dll December 2 to
participate in this year's RED camp.

Already in its third instalment, RED
camp, the acronym for Roadmap to
Explore and Discover Ngee Ann, will be
organised on a much larger scale compared
to previous years.

The fist RED camp was held in
February 2005 while the second was in
November 2005,

RED camp allows ‘O’ level leavers from
various secondary schools to get a taste of
polytechnic life. They will get to learn and
experience the lessons from the different
courses available in NP

Participants will be getting the feel of
the Media and Humanities, Business &
Accountancy, Life Sciences 8 Chemical
Technology, Health Sciences, InfoComm
Technology & Digital Media, and
Engineering ficlds of study over the course
- of three days.

According to Mr Adrian Phuah, a
Corporate Communications Officer from
NPs Corporate Communications (NP
CorpComm) Office, the 2im of RED camp
is to let participants learn more about the
courses in NP.

Through RED camp, participants will
also get an opportunity to get acquainted
with the students and staff of NB and to
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LEARNING ABOUT SCIENCE: Secondary school students trying their hand at Life Sciences & Chemical Technology during last

Year’s Red Camp. [Pictare: Courtesy of Mr Adriss Phask ]

also make new friends with their peers from
the other secondary schools.

Mr Phuah, who was part of a team that
conceptualised the idea of RED camp, said
that after the first two camps, they wanted
to find a way to “accept as many students
as possible”.

He told Tribune that in previous years,
RED camp would receive around 200
participants, but this year’s camp is expected
to attract more than 1,000 participants.

To enterain the increase in participants,
the RED Camp organising committee

brought in 50 to 60 percent more helpers
this time around.

“[W]e can manage ... [with the] support
of more staff and students,” Mr Adrian
Phuah said.

In previous years, there was an average
of 300 students and 70 staff helping out.
This year, however, there will be some 800
students and more than 100 staff helpers.

Another difference of this year's RED
camp will be the greater number of Co-
Curricular Activities (CCA) on display.

Asthe three-day camp is notan overnight

D Camp

event, the programme is organised so each
day ends with a bang. This means allowing
the participants to experience the CCAs
that will be showcased.

Some CCAs that Mr Phuah mentioned
participants will get 1o experience are
fencing and the new CCA unicycling.
There will also be a “Jam N’ Hop” party
on the second night of the camp thar will
see the involvement of NP's campus radio
station, Radio Heatwave.

camp is a
allenge, but the RED

ers will always

ay... with
ledge ab
polytechnic life

about.
Gmontc Comm lons Officer
Though there are changes to this year's

RED Camp, Mr Phuah is confident that
the success of this year's camp will be no
different from previous camps.

He said, “Every camp is a challenge,
but the RED Campers will always go away
in high spirits and with much knowledge
about what polytechnic life is all about.@

BY VALERIE TEO
valerie.tribune@gmail.com

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) Safety
Nchk 2006 took place from

October 30 to November 3 as
each academic school organised various
activities to remind staff and students of
the importance of being safety-concious.

Co-heading the NP . Safey Week
committee, Student Relations. Officer Mr
Winston Lim Puay Khoon said that its
main purpose was to raise awareness of
safety in school so students and staff will
be prepared in the case of emergencies.

Mr Lim said another reason the NP
Safety Week committee began the annual
week-long safety education programme
was because they found students only
made the effort to learn more about such
safety practices if they were forced to.

He said, “We don't want students to
learn the hard way.”

THE FIRE DRILLS

The week began loudly when a surprise
fire drill caught 800 students and lecturers
off-guard at blocks 53 and 52 on October
31 at around 3 pm. :

The evacuation took eight minutes.
Mr Lim expressed satisfaction with the
result. “The fire drill evacuation was quite
successful,” he rold Tribune.

As students and staff emerged from the
emergency stairwells after the activation of
the fire alarm, firemen from the Singapore
Civil Defence Force (SCDF Clementi)
raced up the stairs in full uniform an'd fire-
fighting equipment as they would in the
case of an actual fire.

The students and lecturers were led to

the mini carpark space beside block 52 by.
20 staff Floor Wardens wearing red caps.

Following the fire drill was a 30-
minute demonstration by four firemen
from SCDF Clementi. Students and staff
were taught methods of handling the fire
fighting equipment.

Isaac Chan, 19, a final-year Film
Sound & Video (FSV) student said, “The
demonstrations were quite informarive.”

Mr Lim added, “They were so excited...
it was all "Woahs and wahs!".”

HAND-WASHING TECHNIQUES

Inline with NP Safety Week 2006, Life
Science & Chemical Technology (LSCT)
and Health Science (HS) staff members
organised the Effective Hand-washing
Technique Competition.

This competition’s purpose was to
spread awareness of personal hygiene and
communicable diseases among students.

In teams of four, students came up
with creative strategies to spread hygiene
awareness among their peers.

They also designed posters to educate
fellow students on effective ways of washing
their hands.

According to Mr Michael Schade,
a visiting  lecturer  from HS, such
competitions are vital while there is still
the threat of outbreaks of communicable
diseases like the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) and Bird Flu.

As a feature of this competition, booths
were also set up on November 16 and
17 berween 1lam and 2pm at the hand-
washing areas in Canteens One to Four.

Every team tried to attract as many
students and staff members to show them
ways of washing their hands during the

b-

Towards A Safer School Environment

-

lunch hours. S

Judges of the comperition evaluated
the participants as they carried on with
their show-and-tell.

QUIZZES AND COMPETITIONS

The School of Engineering (SoE)
organised the most activities in line with
the NP Safery Week.

Besides hosting various online-quizzes
and communicating the importance
of heeding safety precautions in the
engineering workshop through their Safety
Poster Design competitions, SoE students
also took part in the “Most Safety-
Conscious Student” Contest.

Stuart Robert Wee, 19, a second-year
Mechanical Engincering (ME) studen,
said thoughtfully, “With a school of many
students, we should prepare ourselves for

§O=JND THE ALARM: Firemien from the SCDF (Clementi) gave a demonstration of their fire-fighting equipment. [Pictare by: Valesia
eo

any emergency.”

THE STUDENT’S ROLE

Mr Lim, the co-head of the NP Safery
Week Committee, hopes that through the
NP Safety Week, students will assume
a greater sense of responsibility towards
keeping the school environment safe.

He also said the students’ attire plays
a part in ensuring their safety within the
school premises. An example he gave was
wearing slippers to school.

He explained that students could injure
themselves in laboratories and workshops.

Mr Lim told Tribune that lecturers
from SoE, HS and LSCT would be more
stringent in enforcing safety rules this year.
He said, “We (NP Safetcy Week committee)
hope students will understand why we do
this, as it is for their good.®
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BA Makes Its Mark At M ajor Conferences

BY JENNY YEAP
jenny tribunc@gmail. com

& Accountancy (BA) recendy made

their presence felt at two major
international conventions and  received
glowing feedbacks from the organisers.

Over 50 BA students helped out at the
IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings (IMF)
from September 13 to September 20, and
the Health Management Asia 2006 (HMA)
conference on August 29 and 30. At both
events, the students served as ushers, food
and beverage hosts, and even bartenders.

The student volunteers were selected
through interviews to assess their suitability
for both IMF and HMA. Ms Elaine
Cheng, the Academic Manager of BA, said
the school hopes that the BA students will
“develop social, service, and leadership
skills” through such large-scale events.

Students had to go through intensive
training for their respective positions at
cach of the conventions.

IMF volunteer, Chan Zhe Ying, 22, a
second-year Accountancy (ACC) student
commented, “There was a lot of tension
and stress because we wete required to
perform under a tight schedule. However,
all of us (BA student volunteers) gave our
best during the training.”

In spite of the trainings, things did not
always go as smoothly as planned. Zhe
Ying told Tribune of an incident that saw
tension between the volunteers and the
police force.

“As the security was very tight during
the IME everyone’s movement was
watched carefully. We got into an argument
with the police force regarding our team's

S tudents from the School of Business

1 e

movements. However, 1 apologised at the
end and luckily everything worked out
well,” said Zhe Ying.

A HMA volunteer and final-year
Tourism & Resort Management (TRM)
student, Jasmine Chia, 19, said, “We had
to keep track of the room temperature, talk
to the delegates when they got bored, and
get them anything they might need in the
quickest way possible.”

Jasmine added, “I had to use my
initiative to talk to the delegates and
take care of their needs. This event has
significantly improved my social grace and

NP Paves The Way
For Post-Graduation

BY JULIANA LAU
juliana.tribune@gmail.com

cther it is embarking on
a new career or further
studies, graduating Ngee Ann

Polytechnic (NP) students received a
double dose of useful information from
two recent NP-supported job fairs.

The JobsCentral Career Fair 2006
Roadshow and EDvance 2006 held for
Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) graduating
students showed that NP is eager to help
students prepare for post-polytechnic life.

Held at the NP Atrium from October
25 to 27 and sponsored by the Ministry
of Home Affairs as well as Great Eastern
Holdings Limited, the JobsCentral Career
Fair 2006 was an exhibition targeted at
serious jobseckers as stated on the official
website (www.jobscentral.com.sg).

According to Miss Diana Wong,
Project Executive of JobsCentral, “the
turnout was overwhelming ... [with] a
total of 55 organisations from over 20
industries participat[ing] in the fair and
20,000 jobseckers [showing] up”. The
career fair was held in collaboration with
the five polytechnics in Singapore which all
promoted the event to their students.

Student Services Office collaborated
with Mass Communication (MCM)
students studying the Conventions &
Exhibitions (CONVEX) module to host

Tribune, O¢t to Dec 2006

the roadshow.

Miss Wong added, “In particular, the
School of Film and Media Studies (FMS)
of NP has been very supportive ... apart
from the roadshow which a group of
students helped organise and execute, they
also volunteered their time to help out at
the JobCentral Career fair.

To help students intending to go
for further studies, the Student Services
Office also organised EDvance which was,
according to its official website (www.
np.edu.sg/ss/edvance2006), ‘“aimed at
polytechnic students who are planning to
further their studies”.

Held on November 2 and 3, EDvance
attracted some 2,000 students.

Ten local and overseas educational
institutions and  organisations  sent
representatives to dispense much-needed
information such as the requirements
for admissions and school fees of various
schools and degree courses. The institutions
included the local universities, IDP
Australia, and the British Council.

“EDvance 2006 exceeded all our
expectations. We had  overcrowded
classrooms and students have had to sit on
the floors... not only was the event
successful, it shows that a lot of graduating
students are keen on further studies,”
said Priyadhershini Balraju, 19, final-
year (MCM) student and leader of the
CONVEX group that helped organise

4 MILLON SMILES: BA Students dazzle the IMF with their smiles. [Picture: ¢ nurlr:v of Chan Zhe Ying]

%

I am now able to present myself better in
public. T will definitely do something like
this again in the future.”

The efforts of the BA students definitely
did not go to waste. The Chairman of
HMA, Mr Peter Lee, commented that he
was highly impressed with the students’
initiative, maturity and responsibility.

Not only did the students receive
official thank you letters and praises
from the organisers of IMF and HMA,
they also received compliments from the
international delegates themselves.

“After 1 helped a lost delegate find his

way out, he actually rold me that our smile
campaign was working!” said Zhe Ying,
laughing, referring to the IMF Four Million
Smiles Campaign.

Jasmine also recounted how the HMA
professor told her that he “[would have
felt] torally lost™ without her assistance.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong cven
presented Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) with
an IMF Appreciation Award. “BA students
made major contributions to the event. We
are glad that we were recognised for our
contributions and were well appreciated,”

said Ms Cheng. 8

PREPARING FOR WORK: JobsCentral Career Fair 2006 was held at the Suntec City Convention Centre on Oct 28 and 29,

IPicture: Courtesy of JobsFactory.]

both events. )

In a phone interview with Tribune,
Miss Annie Poon of the Student Services
Office said that the events will “definitely
benefit students in NP”.

“It gives them information that is not
necessarily in books. We have counselling
booths at the events, so if the students
have any questions about derails nor easily
available, they can just ask the counsellors.

“Information like this is very important
because it would help students make better
choices...” she added.

“I think what is great about these two
events is that it more or less covers the two
options that we have after we graduatc.
Most of us are cither going to study some
more or work," she said. B

rmation like this is very

ant because it would

cratce: 1
their lives. We think'th
is very cruciall, %

Miss An g Poon
Student Seryiges'Office
)
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6ne Small Stép——In Chiﬁa,

One Giant Leap For NP

BY JULIANA LAU
juliana.tribune@gmail.com

team of 24 students from the School
of Film & Media Studies (EMS)

pent two weeks in China filming a
four-part mini series about Shaoxing.

The students were at the famous wine
city in Zhejiang Province with lecturers
Mr Jonathan Foo and Mr Peter Yeo from
September 10 to 24.

The project was the result of a
collaboration ~ between  Ngee  Ann
Polytechnic (NP), Zhejiang University
City College (ZUCC) and the Shaoxing
Tourism Bureau.

Aptly named “In Love with Shaoxing”,
the documentary focuses on different
aspects of Shaoxing culture such as its
shopping, food and transportation.

Four local students, Li Xiao, Zhang Bo,
Liu Dong and Zhu Ye, from ZUCC acted
as the team's guides, translators and also
assisted in the production.

Final-year Mass Communication

(MCM) student and leader of the
production team, Jonathan Chia, 19, said,
“The documentary is also about all that
Singaporean youths would find interesting,
unique and attractive in Shaoxing.”

The production team faced numerous
challenges as well, the biggest being the wet
weather in China. “The weather could not
have been worse for our shoot because it
was raining almost every day. There were
also problems with the scheduling on
China’s side,” Jonathan said.

Curious onlookers also presented a huge
and frustrating problem.

Jonathan said the passers-by were “quite
difficult to deal with because they would
just walk into the camera’s frame without
consideration for the shot and marvel at
the equipment.”

Asaresult, the team had to take multiple
takes at a time, resulting in a disruption in
the production schedule.

Out of the team of 24 were 14 MCM
student journalists. Five of them made up
the Chinese publication (CP) team and the

_SQIMpLUS

Love with Shaoxing’. |Picture: Courtesy of Lee Xian Jie.]

remaining nine, the English publication
(EP) team.

During the trip, the student journalists
wrote articles such as travelogues and
features on the cities they travelled to.

Final-year MCM student and leader of
the EP team, Lilynne Seah, 19, admitted
that in the beginning, it was not easy for
them to get pass the language barrier.

“I must say that it was extremely
challenging, especially for my English
Publication team who are more English-
savvy. However, we were fortunate enough
to have the ZUCC students with us.
They acted as our translators and took the
initiative to ask the locals questions on our
behalf,” she said.

A presentation was held on November 9
for FMS director Henry Tan and lecturers
and the directors of other schools in NP

They unveiled the four episodes of
the documentary, the articles written for
various magazines and newspapers such
as LIME, Juice, Teenage, Lianhe Zaobao,
Friday Weekly, My Paper and NP’s own
magazine, hype.

The group also unveiled the website

|

LIGHTS CAMERA ACTION : The FMS filming crew spent two weeks in Shaoxing, China filming the four-part mini series *In

constructed for the trip which was
made accessible from NP's website from
November 13.

Film & Media Studies (FMS) lecturer
and co-leader of the trip, Mr Jonathan Foo,
said that the idea of the trip stemmed from
Chinas rapid market expansion. “Because
the Chinese market is growing, our media
students should be exposed to it ... and not
be restricted to just the English-speaking
market,” he said.

Mr Foo said he wanted “the students’
work to be recognised.”

Plans arc underway 1o pitch the
documentary to popular local Chinese
television channel Channel U, in the hope
of getting nationwide airtime.

Moreover, he noted that the trip was a
great opportunity for the students to “make
friends” and forge connections.

“Even after the trip, the students are
all planning on working together in the
future.” He added optimistically.

All 24 students who went on the trip
found it highly enjoyable.

“[T]t was the best two weeks of my life,”
said Lilynne. B

Install Free
Adobe CS

BY JULIANA LAU
juliana.tribune@gmail com

gee  Ann - Polytechnic (NP)
| \ | recenty bought Adobe Creative

Suite licenses, enabling students
to access the software more conveniently.

NP will receive a ‘master copy’ of the
software ina CD-ROM format. As NP will
be holding onto the CD-ROMs, students
will have to go to the Teaching Learning
Centre (TLC) or their respective schools
to get the programme installed into their
laptops, free-of-charge.

The nced for the software increaesd
when the schools of Film Media Studies
(FMS), InfoComm Technology (ICT) and
Humanities (HMS) began increasing their
usage of the Adobe Creative Suite software
for their course work.

According to Mr Ch'ng, TLC began
negotiations with Adobe “about a year ago”
to obtain the software licence.

Due to Adobe software being
expensive, NP has always encouraged the
use of “cheaper alrernative options” such
as downloading the 30-day trial version of
the software.

“We pay by the number of students, so
we got a bulk discount,” he said.

Free installation is expected to begin in
“late November or early December”. @
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BY TAN WAN JUN
wanjun.tribune@gmail. com

or the first time, four Institute of

FTechnical Education (ITE) Nitec

Nursing students have been accepted

into Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) Health
Sciences (HS) Nursing course,

According to Dr Phang Chiew Hun,

Director of the School of Health Sciences

LEND A HAND: New HS students from the ITE will be able to guide their peers with additional nursing knowledge (Picture: Courtesy

(HS), the four ITE Nitec students began
school in the second academic semester of
HS’s Nursing course on October 16.

All the four students attained a Grade
Point Average (GPA) of 3.5 or more for their
ITE final year academic grades, earning
them a place in the Nursing course,

The ITE Nitec students were all
exempted from attending the first semester
of school because of some similar modules

ITE Students A Welcome Addition

they had taken in ITE.

The new HS students who graduated
from ITE Nitec in April this year had
previously undergone a two-year nursing
programme in ITE Nitec which comprised
one year's training in school and internship
in a hospiral for the second year.

Leo Wan Ling, 20, one of the four ITE
Nitec students, said most Nursing modules
she took in ITE Nitec are very similar to the
first-year modules she is currently raking.

Though there may be at least a three-to
four-year age gap berween Wan Ling and
her classmates, she felt that they were not
any different from friends of her age and
they were all able to get along well.

“The four ITE Nitec Nursing students
who are much more mature and exposed
to the nursing industry in HS may be able
to spur other first-year HS students to
work harder,” Mr Lim said highlighting
the advantages of admitting the ITE Nitec
graduates in the Nursing course.

Wan Ling agreed and rold Tribune that
she feels that she is able to “guide them
(other first-year students) a lot more due
to the two years’ experience gained in ITE
Nitec and from internship”.

Despite this, however, Wan Ling feels
thac there is much more for her to learn
about from HS and she hopes to adapt to
the new campus life soon, B
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Nike
1

BY ELIZABETH LOW
elizabeth.tribunettgmail.com

tudents from the School of Film and

Media Studies (FMS) scored a hit

with Nike Singapore Pte Ltd, when
the multinational brand engaged the help of
EMS to organise the Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(ND) leg of its island-wide Heritage Tour.

The event was part of Nike’s latest
€ampaign to celebrate its 100th anniversary
and herirage,

It was also a platform to showcase its
latest range of products, inspired by its
century-long heritage.

Believing that the students would know
the polytechnic best, Nike approached
TriMedia Publishing (TMP), a student
cditorial consultancy, Radio Hearwave and
Campus TV (CTV) to help them organise
their roadshow on campus.

The NP Corporate Communications
Office also assisted the students in the
running of the event. Students from TMP,
Radio Heatwave and CTV jointly planned
the overall setup of the entire event.

All three organisations ran the publicity
for the event, both prior to and after the
event, on their respective media.

TMP managed the lucky draw and contest
booths and handled media enquiries while
the Radio Heatwave team provided emcees
for the event.

TMP also designed promotional
flash advertisements on their website, the
UrbanWire (www.theurbanwire.com) and
wrote articles for the event. CTV provided
television coverage on campus and Radio
Heatwave worked on publicity over the
radio airwaves. :

The NP Corporate Communications

(NP CorpComm) Office also assisted the,

students in the running of the event.

Nike's Marcomm Manager, Ms Beverley
Wong, said FMS was chosen to help Nike
1o organise the event because they were
“the right people, with the knowledge of
the media, and their passion to run it”.

She added, “They have a strong
establishment in the media, not to mention
their creativity and flair for it.”

“When we were thinking of this
campaign, Ngee Ann was the ... poly [of
choice],” she said. Ms Wong explained that
Nike has had experiences working with the
FMS students on other projects.

" Nike has previously worked with TMP’s
free magazine MYP@ and the UrbanWire. Ms
Wong said that Nike has been very satisfied
with their work.

The FMS students benefited immensely
from the cxperience as well.

“It was a really good experience,
handling an event first-hand... [I like]
how we even got to manage ceriain
booths all by ourselves,” said TMP’s
Publicity, Advertising and Promotions
Specialist, Fiona Jacob, a final-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student on her
Industry-based Project (IBP).

Fiona felt that the experience gave her a
useful insight into her desired future career
in marketing.

The Nike Heritage Roadshow, which
was held on October 20, transformed the

* normally serious and laidback atmosphere
of the NP Atrium into one abuzz with
noise, laughter and excitement.

* Student deejays from the campus radio
station, Radio Hearwave, emceed the event
with enthusiasm and wit.

Students were encouraged to explore the
Nike Hospitality Wagon which was parked

Picks FMS to Hel
00th Anniversary

TMP's Publicity, Advertisi
Promotions

d
%“st

at the entrance to the atrium.

The wagon was decorated in the 70
style, and filled with 70’s memorabilia
such as old pictures and banners. It also
contained Nike’s latest vintage-inspired
product range.

The entire event had a nostalgic feel
to it, with the display of Nike’s history
and memorabilia of Steve Prefontaine, the
athlete that inspired the brand’s vision since
it was started.

Steve Prefontaine was one of the greatest
long distance runners in American history .
His life was cut short at 24, due to a tragic
car accident.

However, in his short lifetime, Steve
Prefontaine attained 14 Track and Field

pin

records. His ‘give-it-your-all’ artitude is
what has inspired Nike all these years.

The Atrium was humming with activity,
and $5,000 worth of Nike prizes were given
away to people who attended the event.

There were more than 20 Nike prizes
awarded to the winners of the Lucky Draw
contest, opened to anyone who was wearing
Nike apparel or presented any Nike product
at the TMP-managed counter. Prizes were
also awarded to the winners of the ‘70's
Best-Dressed Competition’,

Members of the NP Track team were
disguised in an afro wigs and retro track
uniforms in a parody of Nike's historic icon
Steve Prefontaine. Students who caught
them were also awarded Nike goodies.

The NP Track team also went around
campus, handing out paper bags for
students to redeem free waffles at the
school atrium.

Jerald Foo, a second-year Electrical
Engineering (EE) student and one of
the track team members dressed as Steve
Prefontaine, shared that the students’
response to the free waffles was extremely
enthusiastic. All the free waffles were given
out completely. “I didn't even get to eat
one myself,” Jerald remarked.

Ms Wong said she was happy with the
turnout at the event. She also said thar the
overall message of the heritage campaign
was in line with what Nike wanted, @

~ community
Open House
To Show That
Something
Extra

BY SYED ARAFAT
syed tribune@gmail.com

izzing across business countries
and cities in a speeding train and
secing and experiencing student-

engineered creations are just some of the
things that can be expected at Ngee Ann
Polytechnic’s (NP) Open House in 2007.

Ms Audrey Chong, NPs Manager
of Corporate Communications, said she
hopes the activities will be an incentive for
visitors to tour all the schools during NP
Open House from January 18 to 20.

“We hope that they'll go to different
schools to see it for themselves. We also
want them to get to enjoy ... the interesting
activities installed,” she said.

For the School of Business &
Accountancy (BA), visitors will get to see
the world’s major cities in a bullet train.

Called the ‘BA Express’, the school
will be transformed into locations around
the world that students can get to see in a
‘bullet train’.

Turtorial rooms at block 73 will be
converted and decorated to look like places
such as China, Italy, and South Korea.

Ms Sylvia Ler, a BA lecturer and one of
the committee members in charge of BAs
Open House, explained that there was a
need for creative and innovative ways to
caprure students’ interest.

“We want students to understand and
know more about the courses in a fun and
vibrant way of learning. We chose those
places because they represent something.
Italy, for example, was where the father of
accounting came from. Not only that, but
also because they recently won the World
Cup t00!” she jested.

Another key change in next year's
Open House will take place at the School
of Engineering (SoE).. In the past, the
school was not included in NP's bus tour.
However, this year, SoE will be hosting a
techno fair which showcases gold and silver
winning creations by students for their
final-year projects.

Mdm Nancy Low, one of the SoE
lecturers involved in the Open House, said,
“There will be a display at block 46 where
the techno fair is. Some of the projects are
creative and interactive and students can
play with [the projects].”

The School of Health Sciences (HS) is
also keen on showcasing itself. Ms Mary
Tan, lecturer and HS representative for
the Open House, said, “We'll be having
student-run booths that will sell food,
items, and display innovative creations.”

She further explained that students can
test their medical abilities in the labs. She
said, “We have labs where students can take
quizzes, and carry out practical procedures
like taking blood pressure.”

Secondary school leavers as well as NP
students will also get to sweat it out on the
last day of the Open House, Mr Edmund
Oh, Student Development Manager of the
Student Development & Alumni Relations
(SDAR) office, said that the cross-campus
challenge will be back next year.

“At the last Open House we had a good
response - about 300 participants - and we
hope that we'll be able to get about 100
more next year,” he explained.

Ms Audrey Chong explained, “We
want students to know that we're a fun and
vibrant campus, and that we're always that
something extra.” B
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Community

Red Cross CCA Pla

Donor Awareness

BY GIDEON YING
gideon.tribune@gmail.com

The Red Cross Humanitarian
Network (RCHN) aims to
transform the way Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) students respond to
blood donation drives.

According to RCHN NP Chapter
President, Yu Changquan, there is a
pressing “need for much more donors to
come in.”

The second-year Bio-medical
Engineering (BME) student (SoE) also
added that blood donor recruitment is
RCHN's main focus.

The RCHN was started a year ago by
Changquan. It joins the long list of Co-
curricular Actrivities (CCA) offered in NP.

“RCHN saw the need for more blood
donors in NB, and started with the key
focus of raising first-aid and blood donor
awareness in NP” he said.

With this the goal of serving the NP
campus in mind, the RCHN NP Chapter
set off with big plans in the pipeline.

_ “Our major highlight is the Blood
Donation Drive at the (NP) Convention
Centre,” Changquan said.

He added that it was the first time that
a CCA had taken over the baton from
Student Services as the event organiser.

There are, however, some major hurdles
to overcome.

RCHN hopes to dispel the many
misconceptions concerning the procedure
of blood donation. .

Changquan said “NP students just do

not know enough about blood donation...
Many people think that donating blood is
painful, buc this is really not true. There is
almost no pain involved.”

Changgquan believes that more donors
will come forth if NP students are given a
chance to learn about blood donation.

Out of 20 students interviewed at the

NP Atrium by Tribune, 16 knew about
the Blood Donation Drive. Of the 16, a
considerable nine expressed interest in the
cause, but ultimately, only 2 two actually
donated blood.

“I guess NP students just do not care
enough to make the effort, even if they
know donating blood is not painful,” said
Eunice Ho, 18, a second-year Accountancy
(ACC) student.

"When asked about the current state of
blood donor awareness in NP, Changquan

ns To Hei

[Picture: Courtesy of Yu Changgquan]

said it was “not good,”, pointing to the
general passivity among NP students.

There are also future plans in store to
educate NP students on blood donation
awareness. A series of “talks and workshops”,
are already in place in order to enrich
RCHN NP Chapter’s own members.

“We may reach out to NP students
by teaching them about the many facts
about blood donation, such as the various
methods available,” Changquan said.

For now, the call for more donors is
especially crucial.

“There [tends to be] a big drop in donor
levels during the festive period,” said Ong

ten

o

GIVING LIFE: A stiudent getting ready to donate blood during this year's Blood Donation D)

Chun Hui, 17, RCHN NP Chaprter Blood
Donation and Donor Recruitment Officer.

Muslims refrain from blood donation
during their fasting month, and the
upcoming Christmas and New Year will
mean that many will be “too busy” to think
about donating blood.

The previous Blood Donation Drive
artracted over 500 registrants. Even though
the figures are “quite good”, Chun Hui
further stressed that the need for more
donors is still extremely critical.

The RCHN NP hopes to see blood
donor levels in NP improve significantly in
the near future. @

BY CHONG YI HAN
yihan.tribune@gmail.com

wenty students will lend a voice

to the Foreign Domestic Workers

(FDWs) based in Singapore by
speaking up about the current plight of
FDWs at a conference that will be held on
December 6.

Called “Life for Rent”, the conference
title was created after students saw how
FDWs had to “givle] up on their own
families so as to take care of others” [by
coming] to Singapore to work,” said the
chairperson of the conference, Terence Tan,
22, a second-year Mass Communication
(MCM) student. .

This project was spearheaded by the
School of Interdisciplinary Srudies (IS),
under the module, IS Practical Research.
‘The team of 20 students who went on the
research trip to the Philippines consisted
of 19 first-year students and one second-
year student, all from the School of Film
& Media Studies (FMS).

According to Mr Chong Ching Liang,
the IS lecturer-in-charge of Practical
Research, this module is a modification
of the original Practical Research module.
With the changes to the module, students
get a chance to do experiential learning
and can also interview real people in real
life situations.

The focus of this years study project
was FDWs, namely maids coming from
the Philippines.

‘Beginning in August, the students
had to firstly interview maids they found

oy

Courtesy of Amella Hongle

at Lucky Plaza, so as to understand what
maids are going through in Singapore.
Not long after, they packed up their bags
on September 11 to leave for the Ilocos
Region, Northern Luzon, Philippines for a
10-day research and study trip.

They did a study of the ethnographics
of the FDW community. According to Mr
Chong, ethnographics is the “study of the
social movement for a community”.

Through interviews with families in the
Ilocos Region, they found out that many
FDW's have “sacrificed a lot to come to
Singapore to work”. They have left their
own children behind, and even when they

Lending A Voice To Foreign Domestic Workers

UNDERSTANDING FDWs: 20 students visited the llcos region in the Phillipines to do research on the plight of FDWS. Picture:

do return, they find themselves in worse
debt and having a hard time integrating
back into their society.

Terence said, “[From the trip], we have
learnt how fortunate we are...and we lead
a better life. It has made us more aware [of
the situation].”

Their research findings will be showcased
during the conference, which will have a
projected actendance of approximately 450
staff and students.

Terence hopes that, through their
presentation, youths will be educated on
how, as potential “future employers”, they
can play a part in helping FDWs lead a

better life. 5y

The Guest-of-Honour (G%l:’!) for
the event will be Mr Yeo Guat Kwang of
National Trade Union Congress (NTUC)
Migrant Workers Forum. Also gracing the
event, is Ms Braema Mathi of Transient
Workers Count 2 (TWC2).

According to Terence, the tip and
the conference have been enthusiastically
supported by TWC2.

The team has met with their fair share
of hardships.

Terence said, “All of us are relatively
young and this is a big responsibilicy
(organising the conference). But we are
gerting used to [organising the event],
maneuvering our way through...after all,
challenges make us grow.”

Another problem they faced was raising
funds for the conference. According to Mr
Chong, there are not many supporters of
this project.

He reckons that either “our society is not
mature enough” or companies are unwilling
to dig into their budgets to sponsor the trip
as it is the end of the financial year.

Still, the studencs have saldiered on and
have organised bake sales and flea market
sales to hopefully raise the funds they would
need to organise the conference.

According to Terence and Mr Chong,
though they might not be able o raise
the desired amount of $3,000, they have
already made back-up plans to work on
their bare financial minimum.

The conferencewill be held on December
6, at the NP Convention Centre, from 2
pm o5 pm. A
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BY JENNY YEAP
pnny.lrihunctmgmanl com

S .

osing your loved ones (g cancer js
Ldlﬂ:icult enough, but writing acber:oll:

based on it is probably an even harder
thing to do. However, Ms Stella Thn
29, a former student from (he School Ef
Business & Accoun[ancy (BA), managed
to overcome numerous obstacles to publish
the book, “Cancer Warriors: Tales of
Courage and Hope” within six months.

Ms"lhng. who is also the editor of
enteriinment  magazine LIME, talked
about her expericnces working on the book
at the Cancer Wiarriors Project showecase.
Held at the Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP)
Library on November 2, the showcase also
featured performances by local artistes
Ronin and newcomer Flsa who performed
for students and staff at the event.

The Cancer Wharriors Project  set
comprises a book, entitled “Cancer
Warriors: Tales of Courage and Hope”, and
a CD, entitled “Cancer Warriors: When
Voice Becomes Song”.

“I lost my sister, Sally, to colorectal

* cancer last year. She remained positive
and cheerful throughout the entire ordeal
and never thought about giving up. She s
the bravest person I know,” Ms Thng said

- about her inspiration for the project.

Ms Thng who graduated from NP in
1997, added, “I wrote Cancer Warriors
because I could not find a similar book
when I needed one at that time. The book’s
name was inspired by Sally’s fighting spirit,
and it means that the journey is more
significant than the end. I did not wanr to
name it Cancer Survivors.”

Besides helping Ms Thng and her family
move on, the book also aims to inspire
cancer patients and their families. Instead

BA Alumnus

ifestyle & entertainment

L

SPEAKING OUT: BA Alwmnus and Lime Editor Stella Thng

shares her thoughts on the ‘Cancer Wariors” Project. [Picture by
Nessi Esteffa |

of garnering sympathy, Ms Thng hopes
that the book will raise awareness of cancer
among Singaporeans arid encourage them
to feel for the patients.

The other main objective of the project
is to raise funds for charity.

‘The proceeds from the Cancer Warriors
book and CD, priced at $12.90 and $14.90
respectively, will go to the Joan Chan Trust
Fund, Methodist Hospice Fellowship,
Breast Cancer Foundation, and also the
Terry Fox Run.

Using only her own funds and
sponsorships from companies such as KHL
Printing, Ms Thng sent out numerous
e-mails in early 2005 asking for interviews
with cancer patients.

The help that Ms Thng reccived when
word got around regarding the project was
beyond overwhelming.

Even Levan Wee, 24, the lead vocalist

“for home-grown rock band Ronin,

subsequently joined the project.

E;u;ches Book On Cancer for Charity

¥ T

PLAYING A PART: Newcomer Elsa and Ronin’s lead vocalist Levan perfom an acousHic set. (Pictare by Nessi Estetta ]

Levan proposed the idea of writing a
song for the project, and that set the ball
rolling for the Cancer Warriors CD. The
CD was produced by legendary sound
engineer Leonard Soosay. Stars like Sun
Ho, Fiona Xie, Electrico, and Ronin all lent
a helping hand.

Besides writing songs for the CD,
Levan also designed the entire album. One
More Moment, a song that was written by
Levan and sung by Sun Ho, stood out for
Ms Thng. Referring to the poignant lyrics,
Ms Thng said, “I think the words ‘don’t
take too long to say I love you to the ones
you love, cause time has a habit of slipping
away’ really addressed what we all felt while
doing the project. The lyrics help you to
put your perspectives in place.”

Levan, along with his bandmate Sean

Cheng and newcomer Elsa, performed an
acoustic set of four songs.

James, 18, a second-year Information
Technology ~ (Mobile ~ Computing)
(IT(MBC)) student, said that he felt
the Cancer Warriors project was “very
inspirational and meaningful”.

He was also moved by the
project, and said, “I will pay more
attention to cancer patients in the future
and try to help them.”

Ms Thng said, “People tend to take
things for granted until disaster strikes.
You will never know what will hit you, so
treasure your loved ones and do whatever
you want to do.”

The book and CD are available at
Capitaland shopping centres such as Plaza
Singapura and Tampines Mall. @

.

ROCK IT OUT: 19 bands competed in the Jam ‘N Hop<tuditions held ot November 4. [Picture: Courtesy of Benita Lim]

A =

Battle Of The Bands

BY FELICIA TAN
felicia.hype@gmail.com

ineteen bands signed up for the
N]am ‘N Hop auditions held on
Saturday, November 4.

According to Karthigayan s/o Veerayan,
Programme Director of Radio Hearwave,
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (ND) is the first
polyrechnic to host this event. -

Their styles were not un.hkc that of
popular bands such as Linkin Park and
:Green Day.

& ;:ndsypcrformed metal, rock, ind?e,

‘alternative, pop and old school music.

Energy levels were high, as performers
¢ und the stage.

Pflf(ljc;‘: 3;? the bandf You and \?Vhose

Army, saw the event as an opportunity for

them to perform together for the first time

-

s a band.

|
|

They played two self-composed pieces |

of indie music entitled “Complaints for a
Saint” and “Stuck”,

Despite the stress of the competition,
several of the members of competing
bands did not leave right after their turn,
but instead chose to stay on and watch the
other competing bands.

Organiser ‘and judge Daryl Etimaco,
throughly enjoyed the performances, and
was full of praises and encouragement for
the bands.

He mentioned said that the standards
were very high compared to similar events
that he had previously judged.

Out of the 19 bands, only three to six
would be selected to compete in the Jam
N’ Hop 2006 finals on December 1 in

NRA Stages
Major Show

BY VALERIE TEO
valerie.tribune@gmail.com

the first-ever dance production by New

Revolving Age (NRA) a reality.

NRAs Chairperson Rebecca Tay, 19,
a final-year Multimedia & Animation
(MMA) student, said of Danzation, “It
was a breakthrough.”

“We (NRA) have never staged a
production before and this is really big
scale,” she added.

Staged at the NP convention centre
on November 11 and 12, the production
involved 150 dancers.

Danzation also invited guests from
various local dance groups such as O
School, National University of Singapore’s
Dance Blast, and Nanyang Polytechnic’s
Foreign Bodies and Jitterbugs to view the
dance performance.

“Danzation is not a competition.
Everyone gets a chance to perform,” Miss
Ann Tan, creator of Danzation and th
coach of NRA, told Tribune. :

A wide variety of dance styles were
showcased in Danzation. Besides hip-hop -
NRAs forte - the production also featured
broadway and jazz styles.

Since June, NRA members have been
training vigorously almost every day for
the Danzation production.

Taking taxis home ar midnight is

It was a giant leap of faith that made

conjunction with this years RED camp.® | nothing new to NRA members.

WORK THE FLOOR: New Revolving Age’s hard work pays
off when their Danzation production drew 2,297 spectators

[Picture: Courtesy of Desiree Lee

With  an average of seven hours
of training on weekdays, the dancers
sometimes practise till midnight.

Rebecca said, “Each of us had up to 15
pieces of choreography to memorise.”

Rino Tan, 19, a second-year student
from Mechanical Engineering (ME),
added, “I was really excited about it because
we had a stage of our own!” :

Despite financial aid from the school
and external sponsors, NRA dancers still
had to fork out money on their own for
the cost of the production.

Desiree Ng, 19, an NRA member said,
“Danzation wants to reach out to [the]
families and friends of NP students.”

2,297 people wrned up for NRA'
Danzation dance production, branding it
a rousing success. il
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NP’s Man Of Iron

BY SYED ARAFAT
syed.tribunc€@gmail.com

Marine & Offshore Technology

A(FMOT) student from Ngee Ann

olytechnic (NP) will become

the first polytechnic representative for
an international Ironman challenge.

Final-year student Lim Kok Chin,
23, will participate in the Ironman
Malaysia triathlon in Langkawi on
February 24. Ironman Malaysia is part
of a global series of challenges that will
see contestants swimming four km,

cling 180 km, and running 42 km to
ze finish line.

The captain of NP’s TriElite club
also took part in Ironman New Zealand
WO years ago.

“I went to New Zealand during
my National Service as part of the
Singapore Armed Forces team and the
people there were amazing. They were

there to cheer for you along the way and
I want to experience that écling again,”
said Kok Chin, a former sprinter.

Mr  Edmund  Oh,  Student
Development ~ Manager from  the
Student  Development &  Alumni
Relations (SDAR) office who has
trained and went on tournaments with
Kok Chin, only had praise for him.

“He's definitely done us Froud and
he was the only one out of the three
participants that we sent to Desaru for a
triathlon who qualified for the Ironman
competition,” he said.

For Kok Chin, the trip to Langkawi
is just another step closer to his dream.

“I'm really looking forward to a trip
to the Ironman World Championship
in Kona, Hawaii, this October. That’s
where all the best athletes want to be
and I'll have to be [among] top two of
my age group to make it there!” Kok
Chin said. m

ALL PUMPED UP:; Kok Chin's experience in triathions will help the athlete i Langkaoi next year. (Picture: Courteny of Lam Kok
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 Hidden Sports Talents
Shine At Polympics 2006

@ |

BY JENNY YEAP
jenny.tribune@gmail.com

Itgas really fun and

>
KEEPING IN BALANCE: NP Cycling Club members find
their balance on one wheel. (Picture: Courtesy of Arman Alluwiel

Unicyclers
Roll Out

BY VALERIE TEO
valerie.tribune@gmail.com

gee Ann Polytechnics (NP)
Cycling Club unveiled its latest

unicycling division at the campus
atrium on November 1.

When Alvin Liu, 18, a first-year
Business 8 Accountancy (BA) student, saw
unicycling as a potential hit with his peers,
he proposed the idea of a new unicycling
division to the Student Development &
Alumni Relations (SDAR) at the beginning
of this semester.

Alvin said, “I spotted a one-wheel cycle
(a unicycle) ata bicycle shop, bought it; and
picked up cycling on it myself. Unicycling
is a unique sport.”

Arman Alluwie, 22, a second-year
Electronic & Computer Engineering

(ECE) student and Secretary of the Cycling *

Club, thought introducing unicycling
to NP was an opportunity to display the
sport of cycling in another light. He said,
“People think cycling is a boring leisure
activity. Unicycling is something fresh....
it’s a great idea.”

Besides Alvin, two freelance instructors,
Maxim and Kailun, have also been coaching
the cycling club. B

r-% 14+ Tribune, Oct io Dec 2006

he sports clubs of Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) scouted for '

undiscovered sports talents during
the fourth annual Polympics games held
from October 23 to November 4.

The annual Polympics is a two-week
sports fiesta where NP students compete in
sports such as Volleyball, Track and Field,
Floorball, Squash, Swimming, Canoe Polo,
Dragon Boat, Netball and Badminton.

Supported and funded by the Student
Development: and Alumni Relations
Office (SDAR), the Polympics’ aim is to
create a venue for NP students to enjoy
Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) in a
competitive and fun way without having to
join the clubs.

According to. Mr Siow Chow Sid,
Manager of SDAR, the Polympics are held
annually to promote fitness and healthy
lifestyles among the students. The school
hopes that the students will learn more
about sports and make new friends at the
same time.

However, the Polympics have now taken
on a new twist. Many sports clubs are now
taking the event as a venue to uncover new
talents for their respective clubs.

Hubert Heng, 18, student-in-charge
of the Floorball Club and a second-year
Business Studies (BS) student, said, “It was
quite an eye-opener for our club because
NP students who have no prior floorball
training actually managed to defeat our
own Floorball team in the Polympics.”

Hubert added, “The Polympics is a very
good chance for us (the Floorball Club) to
look for new talents because there are many
talented sports people in NP who are not in
any CCA[s].”

The Floorball Club was the only club in
Polympics to receive sponsorships from an
external company. -

Floorball specialist shop Tiasa Pre Ltd,
sponsored the club with vouchers ranging
from $30 to $50.

The club also saw some 80 NP students
participating in the competition - one of the
highest numbers among the nine clubs.

HIT IT HIGH: An NP student showeasing her volleyball skills
during competition. [Picture: Courtesy of Md Syafil

The response, according to Hubert,
was significantly better than what he had
originally expected.

The ‘increase in response from the
students was not just limited to the
Floorball Club.

Md. Syafi, 18, the Vice-President of
Polympics 2006 and a second-year Banking
& * Financial Services (BFS) student
said, “This time round, there was better

lenging playing against
77 withmalestudents in

next Jyear.

Wong Peilin
Member of the Netball winning team

publicity and better cooperation berween
the different clubs’ committees.”

He added, “We also used new mediums
like blogspot.com to publicise Polympics.”

The Polympics 2006 Committee also
managed to secure sponsorships from the
Public Utilities Board (PUB). The company
supported the event by sponsoring 1,000
bottles of NEWater.

Clubs like Netball made it more flexible
for NP students to join the Polympics.
Instead of sticking to the conventional idea
that Netball is an all-girls game, the club
allowed male students to participate.

Wong Peilin, 17, a first-year Multimedia
8 Animation (MMA) student who is part of
the winning ceam under the Netball games,
said,‘ “It was really fun and challenging
Pla_ymg against a team with male students
n it.

“It was a fresh perspective of playin
Netball. Also, I ncvl:-r tl}:t)ught thas va;E
good enough ta be a champion. 1 will join
:lgmsn né-xt ;:ﬁ.ni she added.

yah added that sports enthusiasts
should look forward mpPolympics 2007
because cthere will be an increase in the
types sports offered.
_ "Now that the soccer court is up at the
Student Plaza, we are going to add more
street sports like basketball and soccer.”

said Syafi.m
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Boys’ Brigade Spreads The
Christmas Spirit

BY SYED ARAFAT
syed.tribune@gmail.com

gee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) Boys
N Brigade (BB) Primers are spreading

the joy of Christmas again this
year with their annual Sharity Gift Box
(SGB) for the aged and the needy.

The SGB, launched on November 20,
allowed students and staff across NP to
donate food products and daily necessities
such as canned food, rice packs and
toothbrushes to the needy.

The donation collection booth will be
located at the atrium.

BB Primers’ President, Alex Chen, 20,
felt that the three-year-old event will be a
good learning experience for everyone.

“We want to promote the spirit of
caring and sharing among Singaporeans,”
the BB President said.

“On NP’ side, we want to engage the
youth, create the link and allow them to
continue to serve the public after they leave
secondary school,” he added.

According to Alex, the SGB is managed
by the BB on behalf of the National
Council of Social Services (NCSS).

The final-year Electrical Engineering
(EE) student also explained that the
distribution will be carried out to the needy
on December 3.

Some of the recipients of the donated
products are those living in one-room flats
- mostly the poor and the elderly.

“BB is reaching out to the various less
fortunate people who are unable to support

themselves financially when they are too old
to work. We're working to our fullest so as
to achieve and give the best smile to the less

. We're working to our fullest

'SHARING THE LOVE: BB Primers hope to ¢reate a new SGE record by collect 7,000 food items this year. [Pleture; Courtesy of Alex Chen]

fortunate during the Christmas season,”
Alex said.

A final-year Aerospace Technology |

student, Chloe Chue, 19, echoed the BB
President’s thoughts.

Chloe added, “When we (the youth |

‘Works

of today) have everything we forget about
those that are in need. I think it’s a good
idea to help out and bring the Christmas
spirit [to] everyone.”

While students and staff of NP only had
the short time period of berween November
20 and 24 to donate, Alex is confident that
the response will be good.

In a voice brimming with optimism,
Alex commented, “Although this is a new
event, we managed to collect 6,000 items
last year! We hope to be able to achieve
a new record this year and collect 7,000
items this time around.”®

Green Team
Bags
3rd Place

BY SYED ARAFAT
syed.tribune@gmail.com

rue grit and tough training helped

the men’s volleyball team smash

their way into third place at the
Polytechnic-ITE (POLITE) games after
beating ITE 3-1.

The results are impressive, considering
that the Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) team
is made up mostly of new players who are
first and second-year students.

The caprain, Lim Wee Kian, 19, felt
that it was a relatively good performance

“We've improved in terms of manpower
and performance this time around.

“We had a chance to make it into the
finals ... [b]ut it’s been good so far as our
players are mostly new recruits,” the final-
year Business Studies (BS) student said.

He explained that the team’s secret to
success was nothing more than hard work
and a constant effort in their performance.

“There wasn't really any other factor
besides training, training and more
training,” he said.

He added, “We don’t get to train indoors
and we're always bitten badly by insects
while training at the basketbill court.”

Ms Leong Cheng Yee, Student
Development  Manager of the Student
Development &  Alumni Relations
(SDAR) office, and In-Charge of the sport
commended the team on their win.

rag‘"‘m - Trbune, Oct to Dec 2006

“We're looking forward to bringing in
better result[s] for the [IVP and make it into
the top four,” she said.

MEN OF BRAWN: NP Men’s Volleyball team clinched an unexpected third place. [Picture courtesy of Lim Wee Kian]

The IVP or Institute-Varsity-Polytechnic
Games will be held this December at various
tertiary institutions. M

—
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> IT UP: Salsa Encanto president Chen Soong Fee
performing a “dip" with her dance partner. [Picture: Courtesy of Chen
Soong Feel

Salsa CCA
In The

BY JENNY YEAP
jenny.tribune@gmail.com

ance lovers on campus will have
Dsomc[hing extra to look forward

to when they are seeking a dance
group to join.

Salsa Encanto, a new group specialising
in the social dance salsa, was recently set
up by Chen Soong Fee, 18, a sccond-year
Mass Communication (MCM) student.
The special interest group will be made an
official Co-Curricular Activity (CCA) after
tWO semesters.

“Salsa has given me so much more than
just learning how to dance. I am able to
meet other like-minded people and I can
share with them the passioni I have for salsa,”
said Soong Fee, President of the club.

Initially, Soong Fee had doubts about
setting up Salsa Encanto, because there
were already two dance-related CCAs in
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP). However, she
received the great support she needed from
vice-president Charity Goh, 18, a second-
year MCM student.

Both of them worked on the interest
group’s proposal and finally got the nod
from Mr Abdul Jalal Bin Mohd Tahir, the
Student Development Manager of Special
Interest Groups.

Mr Jalal said, “We hope thar Salsa
Encanto will be able to give NP students
the variety in dance group choices.”

Unlike Dance Sportsand NRA Hip Hop
Dance Club, which specialises in ballroom
dance and hip-hop dance respectively, Salsa
Encanto promotes street dancing.

According to Soong Fee, there are three
main objectives of Salsa Encanto. Firstly,
she wants it to be a group where students
can get to know more people with different
personalities because salsa is easy to pick
up, and is suitable for everyone.

Secondly, she hopes the group will
create an avenue for the students to des
stress. Thirdly, the group would like fo
d‘sPil misconceptions surrounding salsa.

Salsa is not just meant for females.
jl'hcre are a lot of males learning salsa, and
icactually helps them with their social skills
und.‘hl!llds up their confidence,” she said.
mlmc‘izls eartlnm nla be more receptive to
. "‘nidpﬁ haps the male scudents are just

+ said Soong TFee, shrugging. @
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