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New Student Plaza Come April 2006

A new $1.5 million project will provide Ngee Ann Polytechnic students with more study, interaction and entertainment space.

SABRINA CHEW reports.
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NEW 'HUBBING SPOT: Students and staff can look forward to new features like the outdoor seating area and the hard court at the new Student Plaza, (Picture: Courtesy of Estate Management Office]
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)y April/May 2006, the Atritim will no
longer be the only major hangout for
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) students,

thanks to a new student area fronting the

campus, which aims to provide a vibrant

environment for students to work and

socialise in.

Costing $1.5 million, the Student Plaza
@ The Bus Stop, as it is called, will refresh
the NP facade and provide a livelier and
more comfortable environment.

Mr Mui. Cheng Hock, director of the
Estate Management Office (EM), said, “We
believe this is money well-spent. Whatever
we do, we try to ensure value for money.
[It] is part of getting a vibrant physical
environment for the students to want to
stay in.” )

He added that many students spend
much of their time in school and for most-
of them, NP is like a second home. Hence,
the need for a new student hub.

Soh Ying Shan, 20, a final-year Building
Services Engineering (BSE) student, said she
is “really looking forward” to the new hub.

Anticipating its completion, she added, ‘I
want to see what the inside is all about
because they're developing things we've never
seen before. Itll be a new experience.”

Students can look forward to the fact that
there will be no specific restrictions on the
type of activities at the Student Plaza as long
as they are “within reason”. For example,
concerts and performances can be allowed,
Mr Mui confirmed.

Renovations began in early October but
planning started.one to two years ago as part
of the “master plan to turn the school into
a green lung” for “conducive teaching and
learning”, Mr Mui revealed.

The plaza will be completed in two
phases, with the first phase, the bus stop and
wallways, due for completion in January.

Mr Michael Rebaczonok-Padulo, a

lecturer from the School of Interdisciplinary
Studies (IS) was excited about the
development as he found the Atrium “too
small” and “crowded”. i

“We've actually been saying for years
[that] we wanta hub. I look forward to seeing
itand I'm sure I'll be using that as a meeting
place for students.”

Bigger, more sheltered bus stop

‘The main NP bus stop is being renovated
and will be about 10 percent bigger than the
old one. The rooftop will boast a unique
shape similar to the Convention Centre.

In addition, students will no longer have
to dash to the bus in the rain/Mr Mui said
that “when the bus comes, [one] will be able
to alight under shelter”. :

Mr Teo Hin Chuan, manager of
development in EM, added that the new
bus stop will also create “a better frontage
for the campus™. \

From the bus stop, there will be an open
space, offering a macro view of the NP
campus. “[The structure will be such that]
people sitring inside the bus can see inside
NP” Mr Mui explained.

He added, “The design will be very
distinctive and will become like a landmark
which identifies NP

However, Mr Mui asserted that the bus
stop is-just “one small component of the
project”. The key changes will take place
beyond the bus stop.

Open area for hubbing

In an effort to keep the NP frontage
open and not so “claustrophobic”, the space
behind the bus stop will open up into the
Student Plaza where there will be seats for
students, much like the Atrium.

Half of the 200 new seats will be

sheltered and the rest will be in the open to
keep with EM’s aim for an “open” feel.

Food, glorious food - & &

In addition to more seats and space,
students can look forward toa better selection
of food from some kiosks in the plaza.

According to-Mr Mui, these kiosks will
be run by NP students for them to practice
their entrepreneurial skills. Rental details
have yet to be confirmed but Mr Mui said
that students will be guided by professionals
in the running of their businesses.

Unlike the typical bazaar stalls set up
around the Atrium and the Convention
Centre basement, these kiosks must be
“proper business setups’, Mr Mui stressed.
He indicated that the sale of products such
as cosmetics would be discouraged.

Jason Guan Yong Seng, 19, a final-year
Business Studies (BS) student and the stall
owner of Bocados Nachos in the Library,
expressed his anticipation for the kiosks soon
to come at the Student Plaza.

“Itll provide more convenience for
students and make it easier for them to buy
on the way out from school.”

He commented thatsince the kiosks are at
a better location, “people coming in can grab
something to eat and people waiting for the
buses will also have something to do”.

Jason also addéd that in terms of profits,
“itll be much, much better”.

New hard court for games

Besides the kiosks, a new hard court is
also being built. It will be used for activities
like basketball and street soccer.

There will also be a changing room nekt
to the court with full shower and washroom
facilities. This will enable students to conduct
their sports activities without having to run
to the shower rooms at Block 18.

Leong Xiu Han, 18, a second-year
Business Information Technology (BIT)
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I Don't Want To Be Perfect

driven undergraduate photographer,
once told me thar the backdoor to
perfection is fear. I couldn’t agree more.
For as long as I've been in Mass
Communication in Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP), I've worked hard because I was afraid
thar I would never be accomplished or
- successful if I didn't do well in school.
|~ This stemmed from my disbelief thar
| NP actually wanted me.
!' - I was a business student at Temasek
| Polytechnic (TP) and cutting classes so
I much thag, suffice it to say, I made only

S omeone linterviewed, a budding but

four friends and attended just six months of
school in the one year [ was there.

Afraid that T would repeat these
shenanigans in my new environment, I put
myself under constant pressure to perform
well as I wanted so badly to excel.

I decided that I had had enough of being
a failure. Now, I wanted to shine.

But I used up all my motivation in my
first year. [ was so insanely pushing myself
that I remember crying over an assignment
because it wasn't petfect. I mulled over it as
if my life depended on i.

However, the pressure took its toll
this semester, in final year. I realised that
in-my stay at NP, I have felt periodically
accomplished but never truly happy.

Somewhere amid the fatigue, it dawned
on me that there has to be more to life than
this. I decided then that I had had enough of
alife of constant fear and trembling. I didn’t
want to be perfect anymore,

This semester, I learnt after trying to
juggle my massive workload thar there will
always be work that needs to be done but
one needs to find 2 balance between being a

EM: Eco Pond Safe From

Dengue

Kedes mosquito tn
\ schooll
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DENGUE FEVER FEARS: Unfounded fears according to the Estate Management Office, but not al students agree. [llustration:

Courtesy of Shaun Hol

BY SIMREN KAUR PANOO
simren.tribune@gmail.com

S ingapore’s dengue fever outbreak may

be aver but some Ngee Ann Polytechnic

(NP) students are still worried about
contracting the disease on campus, especially
around the eco pond at Block 56.

Seeing mosquitos there and being bitten,
have added to fears that the eco pond may be
a breeding ground for the Aedes mosquito.

Ye Huiqi, 17, a first-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student, said,
“The water is quite stagnant. On [some] days,
there’s even a certain smell. I don't think it's
cleanedevery day.”

Mr Mui Cheng Hock, director of the
Estate Management Office (EM), expl&ined
that the eco pond is a natural feature and
should be without artificial maintenance.
“We do what is necessary to maintain the
nacural state of the pond.”

The eco pond, he asserted “is not a koi
pond or an aquarium with water filters” so
it should “contain natural water” as “this is
what all proper eco ponds look like™.

Mr Mui also explained that the pond does
not need to be cleaned except for litter on the

surface, which is collected regularly to allow
the aquatic life to live and grow. ;

He reassured students that the pond, buile
to enhance NP’s campus environment, is
safe. In fact, the pond's fish eat up the larvae
and keeps mosquitoes from breeding.

As for students contracting dengue fever

Nonsensel There is wo[Greot5o i
whot's
{this on
imy orm?

while in NP, Mr Mui stated they were at
lictle risk. “Estates also employ professional
pest control officers to do regular checks
not just at the pond but around the school.
These routine checks are done twice a week,”
added Mr Mui.

While students like Joshua Sim, 17,
a first-year Mobile Computing (MBC)
student, agreed with Mr Mui, pointing out
that the water fountain also helps to circulate
the water and prevent water stagnation,
others were not convinced.

Nurul Nisha binte Johari, 19, a final-
year Electronic & Telecommunications
Engineering (ETE) student, who used to
study there, said, “When I sit around there
for long, I get lots of mosquito bites so I have
completely stopped going there.”

Some students are put off by others’
experiences. Tan Xin Yu, 19, a second-year
Business Studies (BS) student told Tribune
her course mates’ bad experiences have
discouraged her from using the area.

Another second-year BS student, Chay
Gah Wei, 18, who was bothered by seeing
mosquitoes there, has not made a formal
complaint or given feedback to EM.

Mr Mui confirmed that EM had not
received any complaints of this nature yet.
He urged students to “come forward if they
encounter any such cases in the future”.

He further appealed to students to “not
litter or release any marine life into the pond
as this would affect the current marine life
in the pond”.

lazy bum and a mad workhorse.

My interviewee, whom 1 remained in
contact with after our initial mecting, later
told me he too, felt that he needed w be
perfect lest he missed out on something.

I've realised also, on hindsight, that it’s
not worth fussing over the little things in
life. And these little things could well refer to
your insurmountable workload in school.

Now, I just want to take a back seat from
all my projects and enjoy whatever is left of
my time at NP, Because while there is still
a lot of work to be done, there’s nothing
more important than spending time with
the friends whom I have chucked aside in
the madness of all my projects.

At the end of the day, life isn’t just about
grades and achicvements. It's about making
mistakes, learning from those mistakes and
embracing the moments which you might
never have experienced if not for those
mistakes, be they silly or severe.

I'm sill in the process of coming to terms
with my shortcomings. But what the hell,
I'm perfectly happy with not being perfect.
Now.

BY NUR HIDAYAH
Hidayah.tribune@gmail.com

~Yhe bare deck in between Blocks 27
‘nand 31 of the School of InfoComm

A Technology (ICT) will be renovated
to provide Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP)

| students with additional space for study and

recreation come February 2006.

The revamped area will be called The
Green Mall @ Open Deck, and will feature
a Student Hub, a mini outdoor performance
stage and an alfresco dining area.

The new Green Mall will boast a resort-
like environment and Mr Mui Cheng Hock,
director of.the Estate Management Office
(EM), predicted that it will become a popular
hangout when completed. “We want to turn
the barren deck into a hub for activities,
some place cool, green and vibrant,” he
explained.

Students who have noticed the
construction are excited about the new
developments. “I have lunch at Canteen Three
quite regularly. The new facilities seem like a
nice change from the current deck,” Hanisha
Zakiya Binte Abdul Rahman, 19, a final-
year Internerworking and Communications
(INC) student, commented.

[l AL FRESCO DINING ADJACENT
TO CANTEEN 3.

B PERGOLAS, POOL & PLANTING
B PUSHCARTS AT EVENTS

WIDE OPEN VISTAS: A resort-like envirowment planned for the
Etate Management Offlcel
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ICT Heads For Greener Pastures

The first phase, expected to be completed
in February, will include one of the two study
pavilions of the Student Hub and a mini-
amphitheatre between Blocks 23 and 27.

"The two study pavilions will be built
on timber'decking, sheltered by an angled
roof with thick foliage while the mini-
amphitheatre near the first pavilion will be
a raised platform where students can enjoy
outdoor band and drama performances.

The second phase involves landscaping
work to give Canteen Three an additional
alfresco dining area, as well as construction of
another study pavilion nearby, with greenery
and water pools.

Mr Mui also revealed that timber-decked
linkages would also be built from the Green
Mall to the eco pond to allow students easy
access to these facilities.

Presently, construction works are blocking
access points to places such as the Teaching
& Learning Centre (TLC). This prompred
Ms Shirley Williams, the educational staff
development manager of TLC, to describe
the journey to her office as “exciting”.

She added from 12 December, “We are
trying to fix the problem by opening the
main door to the office through the ICT
life Jobby." [

space near the School of InfoComm Techmology. [Ptare Comtens o
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Student Apathy To Blame For Thefts

BY LOW YOUJIN
youjin.tribune@egmail com

aptop thefts arc on the rise on campus
and student negligence and indifference
might be to blame.

To curb this growing problem, the
Student Services Office (SS) has embarked
on their “Don’t Be A Victim” campaign,
which itlaunched at the start of this semester,
in November.

SS manager, Mr Vickneshwaran
Thangavelu, who would not reveal the
number of thefis or the increase, explained
that the basis for the campaign was a
noticeable trend that began in September.

He said, “There was an increase in the
number of reports of lost laptops... which is
sort of why we went into this campaign, to
remind students to be more careful with their
belongings. It appears to be a situation where
there’s this culture [among NP students] to
leave things behind and walk away.”

A Tribune survey of 60 students on
the theft situation in NP corroborated Mr
Vickneshwaran's view — almost 59 percent
said they were not worried about thefr,

Staff Sergeant Mohjufri Sulaiman, 32, an
officer from Clementi Police Station, echoed
Mr Vickneshwaran’s thoughts on students’
general indifference towards theft. “The
mentality of the individual is that once it's
lost.... that’s it, I can purchase a new one.”

Mir Vickneshwaran felt that it was a result

of such nonchalant attitudes that thefts
occured because “most of the time people
think they won't be the victim” and they leave
their laptop on the table to “buy food and
when they come back, it’s not there”. ¢ -

" He added that most laptops were reported:
t0 have been lostin Canteens One, Two and

Three, generally as a result of students leaving
their bags - with their laptops — on the table
to reserve it during peak periods. “Would you
leave $3,000 cash on a table and walk away?”
was the rhetorical question he posed.

SRR YA TR
“was not all that.effective,

While he felt that students had a long way
to go in building the “social responsibility” of
being accountable for their own possessions,
Mr Vickneshwaran revealed that apart from
the awareness campaign, SS was taking
other pro-active measures to stem the loss
of laptops.

However, he was unable to claborate on
what these measures were, saying that they
were meant to aid in the identification of
the culprits.

Nevertheless, Mr Vickneshwaran
disclosed that the police would be dropping
by NP randomly on patrol to make their
presence felt. In fact, on SS's request, the
Singapore Police Force set up a crime
prevention and road safety booth at the
Atrium from 10 to 11 November.

However, students were still indifferent.
They were unaware of both the booth and
the fact that there was a theft awareness
campaign in the first place.

Some 67 percent of students surveyed
claimed they had not noticed the exhibition
at all. Those who did know about it were
uninterested in what the booth had to offer
while 74 percent said they were unaware of
the “Don't Be A Victim” campaign.

Mr Vickneshwaran said that it was
“beyond comprehension” that students did
not know abour the campaign when there
are “stickers [on] every single table in the
Canteen and the Atrium... three banners
and various posters around the campus’.

He said, “I don't think anything can be
more visible than this. .. I mean you're sitting
in the Canteen and this is staring right at you
whenyoqs!tdgwn” N A
- Studentswh
while appreciative of SS's efforts tb improv
; also felt that the campaign

Nurul Huda, 18, a first-year Building
& Real Estate Business. (BEM) student,
commented, “[The campaign] is half
effective, half not, because students can

V] ‘qricﬁ;dftihe wnP“S"’

ABANDON ME NOT: Stickers such as the one abave are meani to remind students nof fo leave thetr vaiuables unattended. rricvare

Low Youjin

always choose to ignore it.”

Another student, Lee Kheh Yip, 20,
a second-year Electronic & Computer
Engineering (ECE) student, felt that the
campaign only targeted students around the
Atrium and the canteens because these are
the only areas he sees the stickers.

Kheh Yip felt that SS could place their
awareness posters and stickers around other
parts of the campus. “They should place it
in parts of the school like the classrooms and
the lecture halls as well,” he said.

.. While §S-has considered suggestions

from students who.commented in the survey
thay ty could be improve vith more

lance cameras anffse_cud&:'M",L ds,
Mr Vickneshwaran said that chese were not

cost effective.

“If we increase the number of security
guards. .. [it] may lead students to think that
it's okay to leave...[valuables unattended)

because the security guard is around.” That
is precisely the situation Mr Vickneshwaran
said SS wants to avoid.

Secondly, surveillance equipment have
proven to be an insufficient deterrent to
theft. Mr Vickneshwaran added, “Based
on our experiences with cameras, we had
students take school properry right in front
of a security camera.”

Also, the design of the campus makes it
implacticnl to hKVC more (C(Uﬂ("-' cameras
“We don't think it's going to help very much
because there are so many points of entry.
Where do you put the surveillance camera?

. “Theres only so muchthat we can do,
short of monitoring cvery single person in
the'campus.”

Ultimately, the most cost effective form
of security, Mr Vickneswaran emphasised, is
this: “I’s your valuables, it’s your belongings
you have to take care of your things.”

Part-Time Diploma Gets NUS Recognition «™ "

- BYFONG JUN LOONG BENJAMIN
ben.tribune@gmail.com

in Technology (DipTech) majoring

in the Mechatronics, Mechanical,
Electronics and Electrical courses can look
forward to more educational opportunities
upon graduation as their diploma is now
recognised by the National University of
Singapore (NUS).

Previously, most DipTech students
would go back to working full-time after
graduation. However, with accreditation,
they now have the option of furthering
their diploma under one of the Engineering
degrees offered by NUS. The diploma was
already recognised by SIM University in
July, according to the Centre for Professional
Development (CPD) website.

Ong Kok Hwee, a final-year DipTech
student in his early 30s, commented, “Ir’s
good that we now have the option of
applying for an engineering degree at NUS...
I will definitely want to further my studies
at NUS once [ graduate.”

According to Ms Aileen Chua, manager
of marketing communications at CPD, the
universities’ recognition of the diploma is
good news for Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP)
1,000-0dd DipTech students, most of whom
work full-time, as the accreditation will help

S tudents taking the part-time Diploma

A DEGREE BECKONS: NUS !‘s now an option for DipTech shidents. [Digitally Modified Fictare: SMeenakshi] \

add value to their diploma.

Ms Chua explained that in October,
NP’s Academic Affairs Office (AA) sent the
DipTech course syllabus to NUS, which
then began determining if the modules that
were taught to DipTech students in NP were
relevant to the degrecs they offered.

This led to the university’s accreditation
of DipTech, with the exception of students
majoring in either Building Services or
Marine & Offshore Technology (MOT).
These students will not be able to apply for
a degree at NUS because “the university
does not offer any relevant degrees to these

students”, said Ms Chua.

She reasoned that currently, they are not
secking accreditation. for Building Services
as there are no relevant companies or
universities to approach for accrediation.
while MOT students have the alternative
option of taking an Advanced Diploma
in Ship & Marine Technology. However,
DipTech students intending to go for a
degree at NUS will still have to meet the
requirements stated on the CPD website.

The DipTech course had its first intake in
January 2003. Come April 2006, it will be

offering an additional major in Logistics, B

student and the men's ream captain of NP’s
Basketball Club, felt that the new hard court
would facilitate training by reducing time
spent on travelling to the court.

“Itis quite inconvenient now as we have
to cross the bridge to get our equipment
every time.

He added that the new location would
hopefully ateract more people to join the
club and was alsa thankful for the new
shower facilities at the hard courr.

Inconveniences expected

While students can look torward to
new facilities within two months, there
have also been some complaints about
terrible overcrowding at the bus stop, half of
which is off-limits because of the necessary
construction work.

Jasmine Chew, 19, a final-year student
from Accountancy (ACC), said, “Before the
renovaion, that bus stop is the place I wait
for my friends but not anymore, since it’s
really getting crowded and noisy.”

Addressing the issue, Mr Mui said, “Like
in any major work, there are bound to be
inconveniences. That cannot be avoided.”

" Many other students, like Yeo Jie Long
Alvin, 19, a final-year BIT studen, felt this
was expected.

“It daes [cause] a level of inconvenience
bur as the school is daing this renovation
for a good cause, I can understand this

inconvenience,” he said. B
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Creating A Read

BY SABRINA CHEW
sabrina tribune@gmail com

series of Library initiatives to promote

reading has resulted in 3,577 more

ooks borrowed among Ngee Ann

Polytechnic (NP) students, according to
findings by the NP Library.

Mrs Leo-Lim Bee Ang, manager of the
Library's Reference department, said in an
e-mail interview, “The loan [rate] for lifestyle
books increased by three percent for the
period hetween April to October 2005 as
compared to the same period last year.”

She added that students preferred popular
titles in the life skills, hobbies and creativity
and innovation categories.

This increase came after a round of
measuresto promote reading in NP beginning
nearly a year ago.

Mirs Leo-Lim explained that these efforts
were made as the Library’s goal to “ensure
that every student is a borrower” has not
been met. ’

The initiativesaimed “to increase students’
awareness of the wide array of resources in
the Library so that they will use them for
their study, research and personal needs,”
she added:

Different approaches were used to “reach
out to students”.

Some of these activities included the
month-long “Box-of-Loans” promotion
that ended in August. Book loan slips were
dropped into a box for prizes.

“Rewards, such; as printers and thumb

driyes [were] given as incentives and students:

[needed] to fulfill some requirements such

ing C:lifure

BOOK READERSHIP INCREASES: More students are reading books from tlie NP library after a serics of prowotions and conlests.
[Picture: Law Yowjinl

as borrowing a certain number of books or
submitting a book review before they [were]
awarded the incentives.”

Cheong Ming Hui, 18, second-year
student from Business Studies (BS), enjoyed
the activity. “I borrow[ed] more from the
Library when this contest was launched and
realised that our Library actually has a wide
range of books. The school Library, is now
one of my usual hangout[s]. = - <.

According to Mrs Leo-Lim, the Book

“Fair at NP:Orchiard'in August was the most

successful activity. She stated that in.the pas,
selections for new titles were done by Library
and NP staff.

. success”. H

In the case of the Book Fair, however, the
Library decided to give students a chance to
help determine the purchases.

At the Fair, vendors were invited to
showcase their books and students could
“browse, select and borrow titles of their
interest on the spot”. These books were then
“putchased and added to the Library”.

Tan Yi Da; 17, a first-year BS student,
agréed: that the Book Fair was “a great
¢ said;| “T would like to convey

school’slibrary” ™
Other than the increased loan rate,
the Library has also successfully “helped

f p@p@ﬁgon to my secondary

In NP

. ie students to explore, discove
Esx";;pzi'{ct;cir horizons, [brOﬂdf"! thei;
outlljook and {improve] their communication
skills” through its activities, she said. ‘

She believed thar rhrouglll reading
«seudents can imprlovc t:cllr gencra|

e... stimulate thelr creative
lr(r::r‘:(‘:ivslfflE[',andl books about life ski!ls will
rovide inspirational stories and theories thy
will help motivate students 10 do betrer in
their studies or personal lives”.

Lye Rong Fang, 23, a final-year Banking
& Financial Services (BFS) student, felt thar
his horizons had been broadened through the

i ’s initiatives.
le'r‘;/]q; knowledge on the Library's range of
books has certainly improved tremendously
after participating in the initiatives organised
by the Library.” :

Despite generally positive responses, there
were still students who remained unaware of
the Library’s promotional activiries.

Tan Ze Rong, 19, a second-year student
from Electronic 8 Computer Engineering
(ECE), confessed that he would not be
interested in participating even if there was
the lure of prizes to be won. He said that he
seldom read and does not like to read.

Students who have missed previous
Library activities can look forward to a slew
of new ones, such as displays at the Internet
Cafe in the Library, focusing on bestsellers
and award-winning fiction.

Mis Leo-Lim explained that the displays
were aimed at “stimulating students” fmterest,
thereby encouraging loan”.

And come January 2006, the Library will
be inviting authors and industry proféssionals
to speak on lifestyle topics. B

2 ICT Welfare Groups Merge

BY MOHAMAD FARHAN BIN MOHD SHAH
farhan.tribune@gmail.com

frer more than five years of competing

to. organise better events, student

ups from the School of InfoComm

Technology (ICT) have merged to form the
ICT Student Council this semester.

‘The means the ICT Student Society and
the e-Garage society no longer exist.

“The [rationale] of the merger is to
help the student groups consolidate and

focus their energies,” said ICT lecturer Mr
Brendon Lam, who brokered the merger, in
an e-mail response to Tribune.

Observing the unproductive rivalry, he
asked them to' merge.

Some students like Suelastria Md Bashir,
19, a final-year Multimedia Computing
(MMC) student, were pleased, saying, “It's
better, at least we're not confused about
which event is hosted by which group
because now, there’s only one group.”

MMC lecturer Mr Rahardja Agus,
commented, “From a management point
of view, it’s better because it streamlines the
process and the unified council can work
more effectively.”
~ However, the groups were unpleasantly
surprised. Siti Suhana, 19, a final-year
Information Technology (IT) student and
former president of the ICT Student Society,
said, “The merger was very shocking news
for both groups.

“[There] was a lot of miscommunication.
The worse. .. was the election period [for the
new council where] many members of the
socicty did not agree to the merger and tried

to stop it from happening.”
gh the two groups have since

merged, members of the previous two
societies are still divided over how things
should be run. ‘

“The problem is not critical...it’s just
[that] support is not fully given to the new
leaders,” Sii said.

Sangar Annadorai, 19, a final-year IT
studencand former president of the e-Garage
societyagreed. “There are still rifts lefr behind
from the previous two groups.”

The ICT Student Society and e-Garage
society originally started out with distinct
goals and objectives. :

It was to organise welfare activities like
camps, variety shows and entertainment
while the e-Garage society was involved in
academic and information technology-related
events'such as road shows and workshops.

Over the years, thel objectives of both
groups converged as they began organising
more recreational activities for students.

The rivalry resulted in at least 10 events
scheduled per semester, compared to
the handful other schools in Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) had.

‘The merger will not reduce the number
of activities ICT students can participate
in. According to Mr Lam, the new ICT
Swudent Council is planning more events in
the coming semester to raise their profile and
“some of these are first-time initiatives”.

These include an ICT Sports Challenge
in early December, an IT Community
Service project to help underprivileged
children and a Pulau Ubin cycling trip slated
for late December.

Benjamin Lim Wen Bing, 19, a final-
yeat MMC student, said, “I don't really care
which group organises the event, It's just
good to have so many choices.”

New SSIC Annex At The Atrium

BY SIMREN KAUR PANOO
Simren.tribune@gmail.com

namove to better cater to students’ needs
Ias well as provide better accessibility and

convenience, the Student Services Office
(SS) has opened a new branch at the Atrium,
the Student Services & Information Centre
Annex (SSIC Annex), to add on to their
existing offices.

The decision to open the SSIC Annex
this semester was taken following feedback
from students about the inaccessibility of
the current Student Services Office and the
International Students Centre (ISC), both
located at Block 18.

The SSIC Annex at the Arrium will offer
some of the more commonly used services,
and some foreign student-related services, to
make it more convenient for students, who
now don't have to travel to the main office.

These include the extension of EZ-
Link passes, rental of lockers, reporting
of lost personal belongings, as well as the
application of work permits and student
passes for foreign students.

SS manager Mr Vickneshwaran
Thangavelu, explained that the SSIC Annex
aimed to provide, “over the counter services
where students can come to fill out or submic
forms, make enquiries for information or
collect belongings they lost”.

Before the opening of the SSIC Annex,
students often mistakenly went to the SSIC
at the Atrium to apply for their EZ-link cards
and claim lost belongings. However, the SS
atBlock 18, and not the SSIC, was the place
to go to for such services.

Ms Niko Wong, a student services
administrator, said “Students who need to

re-apply for their EZ-link cards or report
their lost items usually go to the Student
Service & Information Centre (SSIC) [at the
Auium] to make an enquiry first. From there,
they are directed to the SS at Block 18.”

She added, “We get a lot of feedback
thar the students don’t know about this
[SS] office, so we decided to create a small
extension [SSIC Annex] and this is now
located beside the SSIC at the Aerium.”

However, when Tribune did a survey
to find out if students were aware of the
SSIC Annex, only three out of the 30
students polled said they were. Even then,
they appeared uncertain as to what kinds of
services the SSIC Annex provided.

Nurul Ezza binte Jamaludin, 19, a final-
year Accountancy (ACC) student, said, “I
know there’s [an] SSIC, bur I don’t know
what services they provide.”

Huang Qing Ping, 20, a second-year
Building & Real Estate Management (BEM)
student was still uncercain about the new
SSIC Annex as well as the foreign student-
related services the centre provides. She said,
“If T ever lose my student pass, I will go o
the [ISC] at Block 18."

Yet, students were delighted with the
SSIC Annex’s more convenient location.
Sri Syafiqah binte Safii, 18, a first-year
Real Estate Business (REB) student, said,
“It's much more convenient for students,
especially me. Block 18 is really far away.”

ISC and S will remain in operations
a their current premises and will continue
to ofter services pertaining to bursary
endorsements, student disciplinary eases and
student financial assistance, International
students who require aid for lodging or other
matters can also approach the [SC. 8
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collection drive for the South Asian

carthquake victims organised by five

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) students

met with much poorer response compal'td
10 last year’s tsunami relief efforts.

Then, NP contributed 300 to 400 boxes
of items while the recent quake drive yielded
only six to seven boxes, which were sent off
on the last day of the collection.

Students were ess responsive to the
drive from 7 to 9 November ar the Atrium,
according to one of the student planning
committce members, Rico Chan Rui Jic,
19, a final-year Marine Offshore Technology

ause

(MOT) student, who was involved in last
year's tsunami collection drive.

The items from the drive, such as
“blankets, tents, winter clothing, first-aid
supplics... and groundsheets”, Rico said,
were vital to help victims in Pakistan keep
warm in the upcoming winter months, when'
temperatures can drop to as low as minus
five degrecs Celsius.

He blamed the response on the month-
long lag before the drive started, as the quake
struck in the October school holidays.

By the time the semester started at the
end of October, the sensc of urgency to
help had waned somewhat. In contrast,
the tsunami collection drive was an almost
immediate response to the disaster on 26

[Picture: Low You|in]
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erospace Technology' (AT) students
Amw have hands-on knowledge of

he aircraft structure and operating
systems of a real fighter jet since the Republic
of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) loaned an A4
Super Skyhawk (A4-SU Skyhawk) to the
School of Engineering (SoE).

The aircraft arrived on 17 October, later’
than the original date it was expected.

“The Skyhawk was due to come when we
were still in our first year. We heard there was
a problem with the transfer because the US
Air Force did not approve of the loan. They
were afraid that their technology would be
copied,” said Thirumaaran S/O Arivazhagan,
20, a final-year AT student. ;

The RSAF decommissioned its A4-SU
Skyhawks this year and has since loaned the
aircraft to institutions such as Singapore
Polytechnic (SP), Nanyang Polytechnic
(NYP) and Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP)..

“NP is allowed utility of the aircraft for
learning purposes for as long as we need
it,” explained Mr Lee Yong Him, workshop
manager at the Aerospace Hub where the
aircraft is parked, together with two other
aircraft, the Cessna 152 and the X-113.

The A4 SU Skyhawk will aid students’
understanding of their curriculum. He
- said, “The students can better familiarise
themselves with the airframe structure and
sub-systems involved, such as the hydraulics
and propulsion systems. Having pracrical
lessons with a real aircraft educates the
students on the space restrictions, allowing
them to get the feel of it.”

Attack Aircraft Arrives At NP

FIGHTER JET HERE: This A4 Super SWﬂmuk has beert loaned to the School of Engineering by the Republic of Sing;pou Air Force.

Not only has the RSAF provided students
with a valuable teaching aid, it is also
collaborating with NP to offer an ongoing
programme thar allows AT students to visit
the Air'Force School, where RSAF personnel

currently train.

g practical lessons
a real aircraft educates
nts on the space
s, allowi

get the feel of it.

Mr Lee Yong Him, Workshop
A

There, students get to witness the actual
operation of an aircraft, which includes the
workings of the landing gear and triggering
devices. This is something the AT students
cannot because the aircraft in NP is not really
aworking model now that various parts have
been removed.

“We don't have the whole plane. Some
parts-aren’t there and wires have been cur.
Bur the important parts that are required
for learning are there so students can have
a visual understanding of what's going on,”
explained Thirumaaran.

The A4-SU Skyhawk was originally
designed by Douglas Aircraft Corporation
to operate from United States Navy aircraft
carriers. .Later, it was modernised by the
RSAF to produce the A4-SU Skyhawk, one
of the world’s most advanced A4 variants.
RSAF pilots prided themselves on having
the aircraft as it was tough, agile and easy
to maintain.

Receive

December 2004, which helped its success.

Rico also suggested that the NIKF saga led
some potential donors to express concerns
over where the donated items would go to.

Lim Hoi Sun, 20, a first-year Business
Studies (BS) student, was one such student.
“It depends if I have heard of the incident or
not because if I have not heard of it, I won't
help (as) I won't know how the money will
be used.”

Hoi Sun also admitted finding it a hassle
having to lug all of those items to school.

Rico said planning committees conduct
thorough checks on beneficiairics, all of
which do “proper auditing”, to ensure
collected items go to the right place.

In addition to charity fatigue, Rico also

_ Eanps

s Bad Support

felt the lack of publicity was a factor as only
posters, flyers and e-mails were sent out.

Final-year Accountancy (ACC) student,
Yao Wei Zhong, 19, agreed with the theory,
saying he would have made a donation if he
had only known about the collection drive
for the South Asian earthquake victims in
the first place.

According to first-year ACC student,
Christina Lian Meizhu, 17, more than 75
percent of items collected were contributed
by lecturers and staff.

Rico himself is not fazed by the poor
respons, saying that while the collection
drive was “discouraging” he and his team
would still help out if there were to be
“another crisis”.

BY LOW YOUJIN
youjin.tribune@gmail.com

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) showed
Ni:s commitment-to providing

Singaporeans with at least one
source of safe drinking water with the
adoption of part of Sungei Ulu Pandan.

On 3 December, NP’s Building &
Environment Green Volunteers (BEGV)
held an adoption ceremony for a 2km stretch
of Sungei Ulu Pandan, a tributary of Pandan
Reservoir that flows between Clementi Road
and Clementi Avenue West.

Mr Alfred Tan, the advisor for the
BEGYV and a lecturer at the Building &
Environment Division (BE Division) of the
School of Engineering (SoE), explained the
rationale for the adoption of the river, “We
mustall play a role to'safeguard [Singapore’s)
limited water resources.” The BEGV will be
working with grassroots leaders to carry out
river cleaning, patrol and “other meaningful
river activities™.

Among some of these activities are
water quality control checks which will be
conducted by the volunteers.

BEGV chairwoman, Jamie Yeo, 19, a
final-year BE'Division studen, said, “[We'll
be] taking water samples to check the pH
value and if there’s anything wrong, we'll alert
(the] relevant authorities and they will send
[their] specialists down to check.”

Jamie added that they hoped to educate
residents around the river’s vicinity about
water-related issues, such as the imporrance
of keeping water clean and how they can
conserve it.

DrWang Kai Yuen, Member of Parliament
(MP) for Bukit Timah, who graced the event,

]

WANT A SAMPLE?: BEGV studenis der ¢
JANT A pane GV students demonstrate to Dr Wang

Kai Yuen the procedures for (esting & sample of water's pH value.

- e catr——

reminded those present at the ceremony not
to take water for granted. “Water is basic to
life, but we tend to forget this because our
taps never run dry.”

Waliust all play a role to
[Singapore’s] limited

urces.

Mr Alfred Tan, Ad
Building & Environment Division

He added that Singaporeans all have a
part to “cnsure our waterways like Sungei
Ulu Pandan continue to provide us with
clean drinking water”.

' Dr Wang also. praised NP for “raking
ownesship of the Ulu Pandan River and
keeping it clean with this adoption”.

The BEGV will work closely with
the Public Utilities Board (PUB) — NP’s
supporter in the river adoption. At press
time, they were still discussing other ways
of working together.

Maj (NS) William Ng Han Tong; deputy
director for PUB, felt that the partnership
was particularly beneficial for student
volunteers. He said, “[It’s a] grear idea [that]
Ngee Ann is coming forward to value our
water resources... students can learn more
abour water.”

NP principal Mr Chia Mia Chiang was
also pleased with the BEGV adoption. “It’s
a nice anchor [for students] to have a main
project to work on... This will broaden their
learning and the students will feel more for
the project.”

1
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ICT Students He
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he hearing-impaired may soon be

I able to communicate effortlessly with
the ourside world, and vice versa,
through an electronic communication aid
developed by a pair of final-year InfoComm
Technology (ICT) students. )

The aid, which the students named
Glovology, was so innovarive it bear 300
regional entries to win an $18,000 grantand
the top prize in the Samsung DigitAll Hope
Awards Ceremony 2005 on 4 November.

The award focuses on the use of
technology to benefr lives.

Project member Wong Fu Yau, 20,
an Information Technology (Mobile
Computing) (MBC) student, was elated
with the win. “I am very happy and very
honoured to actually win this thing. And, of
course, we feel gra(cru[ to school, our tutors
and people around us, like [our families]
who really gave us moral support during

" the process.”

Glovology uses a pocket PC phone and
a data glove worn by the hearing-impaired
person to capture what he is saying in sign
language. The hand signs are then translated
into speech for the receiving party.

For a conversation to take place, the
hearing party's speech will be digitally
captured and translated into text on the
pocket PC phone so the hearing-impaired
person can read it. The ICT lecturer who
helped the pair on the project, Mr Koh
Kwan Chin, said they hoped to make the
whole conversation instantaneous, almost
like a real-time conversation.

According to project member Aloysius
Goh Kun Yi, 19, also an MBC student, the
team was inspired by their hearing-impaired
ICT friend as they had observed that more
time was taken during project discussions
to get their points across as the conversation
had to be written.

P 'i'ﬁe Deaf Communicate

COMMUNICATE WITH ME: [CT students Aloysius Goh and Wong Fu Yau tend a helping hand to the hearing-impared. (Petere
Courtesy of Alaysius Gohl

Fu Yau explained that there were many
limitations in communicating as “sign
language is limited to 2,700 words”.

While the aid is still in its pilot phases,
Aloysius rold Tribune that his hearing-
impaired friends are very excited about
trying out the device when it is completed.

Glovology started out as the brainchild
of four final-year MBC students. Aloysius
and Fu Yau decided to pursue the project
full-time for the Samsung competition.

The team spent three to four days a week
on their project, assisted by Mr Koh, and
international fellow Ms Amy Seng. "

According to Mr Koh, about $2,000
has been invested in the project'since work
started in January. This was used to purchase
the pocket PC phone and the dara glove. He
added that the Samsung grant will be used
to develop the device further.

Citing great potential in the device,
Aloysius said, “Although the production cost

GET READY, GET SET: A
Picture: Low Youjin

BY MELISSA CHANG MEI YOKE
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gee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) School
NofEngineen’ng (SoE) helped groom

potential engineering ralents by
hosting the first Singapore RoboCup Junior
2x2 League Championship.

The aim of the competition, held from 8
to 10 November at the Convention Centre,
was to promote problem-based learning and
shortlist a team to represent Singapore in the
world championship finals.

This was done by getting the 22 teams

from 14 secondary schools 1o put together
A
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~RoboCup Competition Grooms

secondary school participant prepares to unleash liavoc on his appenent with fiis robotic football star,

wo robots using starter Soccer Robot kits
purchased from Inspiron Pte Led, NP's co-
organiser for this event.

The students had four months to build
the robots, culminating in a robor soccer
game, over three elimination rounds. The
robots have a sensor to track the ball and a
mechanism to kick the ball to the goal.

Participants could either build and test
their robots in their schools, or in NP.

Those who chose to use NP facilities had

additional advice given by four helpful SoE
student mentors,

These mentors

helped participants by

———— = P

of the device is high, mass production wliil
help bring the cost down when it is out in
the market for sale.”

According to the Singapore Association
for the Deaf website, there are about 246,000
hearing-impaired people in Singapore who
can stand to benefit from the device.

Aloysius added that from the onset, the
team hoped their efforts would eventually
benefit the families of the hearing-impaired as
“everyone [has a] need to communicate”.

Despite the win, Aloysius foresees that
will experience some. “technology-
4 of lems” in the 10 months needed
‘to,complete the project. For example, he
revealed that getting the glove posed a
problem, as it was difficult to find and had
to be imported from Iraly.

Hesaid, “[We'll also face] a lot of problems
as... a pocket PC phone cannot support a lot
of applications... [The] capabilities of the
pocker PC phone are very limited.”

‘Hot NTU Degrees
‘open To All

| gy LOW YOUIIN

youfin lrilrunr"');m.nlmm L

‘ inal-year Ngee Ann Pnlytl:chnic (NI

| students will have a ‘vtdcr choice

| in applying to the local universiic.

when Nanyang Technologic,|

| University (NTU) opens up two of its courses
10 all polytechnic students.

‘ The Bachelor of Accognmncy and

| Bachelor of Business degrees will no longer b
offered only to students with l')u.sxncss-rchrcci

! diplomas or non-business diplomas with ,

I Certificate of Merit, after NTU changed ir

| admission criteria from November.

|7 Associate Professor Choo Teck Mip,

| NTU's vice dean of the Nanyang Business

! School (Accountancy), said ir_1 an e-mail

| respanse, “During our past recruitment talks,
we received many queries from polytechnic

[ students reading non-business courses wh
were very keen to pursue our Accountancy
and Business programmes.

1 “Many were outstanding students and we
were impressed with their strong motivation
to switch to a new discipline and also thei
ability ro articulate their case. That gave
us the impetus to make the change and 2
decision was made to open our programmes
to all polytechnic students this year.”

This is good news for NP’s non-Business
| & Accountancy (BA) students who want to
| heed the call of the potential entreprencur
| within them.

Zhang Junjie, 19, a final-year Biomedical

Science (BMS) student, said, “That means

l I have more choices now and it also gives

| me a higher chance of getting into a locl

| university, which is definitely cheaper than
| going overseas.”

| Terrence Kam, 20, a final-year Civil &

| Environmental Engineering (CEE) student,

| agreed, “This piece of news will be a bonus
| for our students... NUS has already opened
| their business courses to polytechnic students

\ next yeah

Engineeriiﬁ Talents

teaching them how to use the tools and
advising them on strategy.

Hong Qirong, 18, a first-year student
helper from Mechanical Engineering (ME),
said, “As the students are not familiar with
the software, T was basically there to help
them. I am very proud of each and every
team [who] has participated and I fele glad to
be there to help them with their problems.”

Mr Hui Tin Fat, ME’s Alpha Centre
manager, said that NP offered help to all the
participating schools.

Addressing the possible disparity in the
quality of robots for schools that did not take
up the offer, he commented, “If the school
thinks that they are able to do it themselves,
it does not matter.”

Bukit Panjang Government High School
found SoE's guidance helpful.

Penelope Wong, 15, a secondary three
student from the school, said, “Sometimes,
when... we ask for help, like when we have
missing parts.... we would be able to get help
from the students here.”

Her school emerged tops, beating schools
like Woodlands Ring Secondary and St
Gabriel's Secondary School, winning the
chance to represent Singapore in the World
Rabocup Junior 2x2 League Championship
in Germany next June against students in the
same age group.

Mr Hui said that Inspiron asked NP 1o
host the competition due to its “good track
record in the World RoboCup Small League
Tournament”, another robotics competition
which was held earlier chis year,

| [but they have to be] either an entrepreneur
| or have an active CCA background before
| they can meet the admission standards.”

| Terrence was referring to the “10 percent
| of vacancies” NUS reserves for discretionary
admission for outstanding applicants.

He added that he felt NTU had made
the “right decision” by opening its doors
to all polytechnic students interested in a
business-related degree, regardless of their
field of specialisation.

For entry into academic year 2006/2007,
NTU will take 75 percent of a polytechnic
studend’s results and 20 percent of his ‘O’
Level results. An extra S percent is based on
the applicant’'s CCA records.

There will be no more 10 percent cap on
admissions for polytechnic students.

Not all students were thrilled with
the news though. Sammy Chan, 19, a
final-year Accountancy (ACC) scudent,
expressed concerns that the move meant
more competition for him.

“It's noc fair that vacancies meant for
BA students are being taken up by non-BA
students, [It's] not like [ can doan engineering
or life sciences degree in university,

“In life sciences or engineering, you must
have some experience in science or math. For
business, it possible for anyone to take it.”

However, Ms Tay Gek Huan, a BA
lecturer in NP who also handles enquiries
on university admissions for BA, said her
stud‘cnrs do nor have to feel threatened.

S_hc added that they are “well-trained”
not just tor the workplace bur academically
as well, as evidenced by the fact that many
BA students further their studies, ’

NP Academic Atfairs Office (AA) was
not available for commenc at press time.
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ICT) on 26 November aimed to
change perceptions of ICT through the
enterprising nature of the competition where
students had to creare 2 virtual robot.

Unlike previous ICT competitions which
focused on just one diploma course, the
inaugural National Strl Tavise Challenge 2005
highlighted the differenc aspects of ICT, such
as Multimedia, Information Tech nology (IT)
Mobile Computing and IT;

The main aim, according to Mr Fabian
Ng Yaw Tong, senior lecturer and publicity
outreach manager of ICT, was 1o publicise
the courses ICT offers and project the school
as a fun and stimulating place, “Peaple
always associate IT as a technical subject,”
Mr Ni added, but IT is all abour creating

“animations, pictures and sounds”.

About 30 secondary schools were invited
to participate and 45 teams signed up.

Mr Ng described the event as a “unique
competition” where students were tested orf
“technical programming skills, stra tegic skills,
planning skills, creativity skills, innovation

robols in the National StriTwise Challenge. (Picture: Low Youjin)

skills, as well as knowledge skills™.

Students programmed a virtual robot, |

created a life-size character with Robocode
programming and took an IT quiz related to
daily life. For example, competitors had to
identify the famous blogger, Mr Brown.

Mr Ng said he was initially afraid that
schools might not be open to the competition
as it was a fresh concept which required
students to create their own character
using “Java programming to strategise and
animate” but feedback was positive.

He felt that his own ICT students also
benefited through the workshops they
conducted for participants as it was enriching
for them to guide the secondary school
students along.

These were done in Ocrober to train
students in programming, creative, strategic
and IT knowledge skills in preparation for
the competition. In all, 50 ICT students
helped in running the event.

Tan Shu Ren, 19, a final-year Information
Technology (IT) student helper was amazed
athow “creative” participants were. “Some of
them have very impressive robots.”

On future plans, Mr Ng said he hoped to
bring animation into future competitions to
make the challenge more interesting.

-
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REACHNG OUT WITH ROBOTS: Secondary school students learn more about the School of InfoContm Technology by building
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n the first of a series of activities
Ifor IS Connects! Networking, the

School of Interdisciplinary Studies (IS)
invited radio personalities and staff from
radio station Power98FM to share their
experiences in events organisation with Ngee
Ann Polytechnic (NP) students.

In IS Connects! Networking, industry
professionals from various fields are invited
to interact with students as well as provide
them with insights from their experiences in
their particular field.

According to Ms Sharon Ismail, an IS
lecturer involved in this year’s project, “The
aims of this year’s IS Connects! Networking
series [are] to expose our students to
practising professionals in various industries
and to create a stronger link berween IS
modules and the real world.”

Activities under IS Connects! Networking
largely involve “a variety of professionals and
industries” sharing their knowledge with
students and staff, revealed Ms Sharon.
Students can look out for these cvents, which
occur bi-monthly during the semester.

During the activities, students are
encouraged to mingle with the invited guests
to network and seek advice.

By encouraging studerits “to speak up and

engage in a dialogue with industry expers”,

IS Connects! Networking endeavours to
help students to become “more confident
and articulate at presenting themselves”, Ms
Sharon said.

The event involving Power98FM
guests was part of this year’s IS Connects!
Networking programme which is also part
of the whole IS Connects! project started
by IS.

As a station whote target audience
includes young people, Power98FM organises
a healthy number of activities every year for
listeners in a variety of roadshows, contests
and so on.

In light of their organisational experience,
IS deemed that Power98FM was in a good
position to share with students what they
knew about event organisation,

In an hour's session, radio personalities Joe
Augustine and Margaret Lim, along with two
other Power98FM staff, shared tips on events
management with 30 second-year students

BY NAZURAH MOHD MAJEED
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gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) is
promoting racial integration
through Co-Curricular Activities

(CCA) to break racial stereotypes in CCAs.
At the HarmonyWorks! Conference, held
at Jurong Junior College on 22 November,
Minister for Education Mr Tharman
Shanmugaratnam suggested CCAs be used
to provide “more opportunities for studc”ms
of different races o mix with cach other”.

M Siow Chow Sid, admin managef at the
Student Development & Alumni Relations
Office (SDAR), commented, “We encourage
all students to participate in various CCAs,
regardless of their race.”

However, some CCAs in NP seem to be
more popular with a particular ethnic group.
For example, Sepak Takraw and Floorball are
made up mostly of Malays whereas a Iarsc
majority pf dragon boaters are Chinese, while
Indians dominate the Cricket Club.

Muhd Yazid Abdul Rahim, 20, a
Horticulture & Landscape Management
(HLM) student and caprain of the men’s
floorball team, said, “For floorball, the men’s
team has a balance of all races, while the
women's team are made up of Malays.”

He acknowledged the need to have a
balance of ethnic groups in his sport, saying,
“We are hoping to get better response from
other races as well, to break the stereotype
that floorball is a Malay sport in NP”

Yazid offered a reason why certain sports

" tend to attract specific races. “Maybe the

perception... of certain CCAs is that the

majority are not of their race, so they would

have lesser chances of being able to join.”
_.But a student development officer

from' SDAR; MriAbdul Jalal Mohd Tahir,
disagreed, “In NP, sthink there are’

radial problems. Students don't join 2 cereain
sport is because they don't have the skills.”
Muhd Shukri Ahmad Basha, 19, a final-
year Electronic & Computer Engineering
(ECE) studentand the president of the Sepak
Takraw Club, agreed. He said, “To me, it
is a challenge for other races to be able to
play a sport that is usually dominated by a
particular race. In fact, [ have a lot of Chinese

and Indian friends who play better sepak

community

National StrITwise Challenge 'Racial Bonding Through CCAs

|

ties throtgh Co-Curricular Activities. (Picwre: Benjamin Fasg)

takraw than the Malays.”

But not all students feel race is a barrier.
Fatehah Mohd Ishak, 19, a final-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student, is the
only Malay girl in the Dragon Boat Club.

“I joined dragon boart because I wanted
to be involved in a team sport. I don't mind
being the only Malay girl in the team,”
Fatchah related. “Over the years, I've picked
up a bit of the language. I also understand
their culture better.”

Mr Jalal agreed, saying, “Games or sports
is something where you build up teamwork
despite your racial differences. When ocher
races work together in a game or sport, they
understand each other’s culture more.”

However, students like Fatehah are
rare. Cheong Wen Cheng, 21, a final-year
Chemical. & Biomolecular Engineering

*(CBE) student, said, “I feel that I can relate

more easily to someone of the same race.”

"\ NP is proving to be serious about racial

integration through CCAs. 3

Mr Siow revealed, “We encourage the
CCA groups to take turns and plan get-
togethers, to promote interaction between
the different CCAs.”

For example, he added that the Malay
silat and Chinese wushu martial arts groups
recently had a joint gathering. B

Industry IS Connecting With

taking the IS module, Innovation and
Enterprise in Action (I & E in Action).

The discussion was largely informal with
Augustine and Lim humouring the audience
with their quirky and entertaining antics, on
many occasions causing the room to erupt
into laughter.

Augustine would punctuate his words
with dramatic movements and Lim would
remind the audience of just how frank’
Augustine could be. Snippets of their
morning show were also played in between
their slide presentation.

In the shart question-and-answer session
following the speakers’ presentations, the
first issue that students brought up was how
to deal with event crises. Lim said, “You can
never prepare for it.” But she also added that
the organiser should stay calm and collected
and make it seem to the client thar it was
just meant to be.

Augustine, on the other hand, had a
relatively straightforward view. “[You should
say] oh f** and then get over it,”

Bur he also had practical advice, adding
that acting quickly would also be helpful,

He cited an example where an on-air contest

Students

went wrong but he salvaged the situation
quickly and received praise from his boss
for it.

Students told Tribune that the talk had
been useful for their module and that they
had enjoyed it.

Munirah Bte Musa, 19, a second-year
Internerworking & Communications (INC)
student, felt that the event was better than
expected. “They actually [gave us pointers]
for our event management and I think it will
greatly help us.”

Brendan Wong, 18, also a second-year
INC student, believed that the interaction
with industry professionals in the event
management field would ultimately benefic
him after graduation. “[It will help you to]
have a better knowledge of how you go
about organising [and] what are some of
the pointers that you must take in order ro
perfect your skills in organising.”

The next event for IS Connects!
Networking will take place in January
2006. However details have yet to be
confirmed. Interested students can check
the IS websire (htep:/www.np.edu.sg/is/)
for more information at a later date. B
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FSV Alumnus Bags Four / Awards In One Month

BY JESSY CHUA
jessy tribunestgmail com

Lcss than a year after graduating from
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP), Film,
Sound & Video (FSV) alumnus and
film-maker Anthony Chen has garnered
four intcrnational film accolades for his
graduation film, G-23, all within a month.

Three of these awards were won within
the span of a week, between 6 and 14
November, from film festivals in Korea,
France and Belgium.

Anthony collected five million Korean
won (5$8,000) and a return ticket to Korea
for taking the New Film-maker Award at the

3rd Asiana International Short Film Festival
held in Seoul, Korea, on 7 November.

Most recently on 3 December, G-23 was
awarded the Gold Award for Best ASEAN
Short Film in Malaysia at the 10th Malaysian
Video Awards Festival.

The 21-year-old, who is currently in
National Service, majored in the Advanced
Film Production module at NP last year.

Anthony’s debut film took a year to
complete. He directed and wrote the 20-
minute short film with five other final-year
ESV students.

The team received partial funding of
$4,000 from the Singapore Film Commission
(SEC), a government body set up to nurture

ON A ROLL: Antliony Chen accepts his third film award, “The New Film-maker Award”, at the 3rd Asiana International Short Film

Festival in Seoul, Korea. [Pictare: Caurtesy of Anthony Chen]

and support film-making ralents.

Anthony said, “In a short film where you
are given only 20 minutes to express your
entire story, it is a challenge to creatc complex
personalitics and a multi-dimensional, multi-
layered plot. [Hence, | decided to weave
three different stories into one story.”

G-23 is about emotional repression in
Singapore, dcpictcd by three characters.
Said Anthony, “It is about a young Indian
girl who has problems coming to terms with
her culture, an elderly man who has lost all
purpose in life and a middle-aged lady who
is deprived of sex and love.”

The lives of the three are intertwined
through a cinema usher who develops an
interest in them.

Anthony revealed that the title was
inspired by a seat number in the Indian
cinema where filming took place.

The theme, on the other hand, came about
due to Anthony's own sense of repression. He
said, I feel trapped in Singapore. We live in
an environment where we suppress a lot of
things within ourselves, that's why I decided
to address this emotional suppression by
magnifying it in the very little and mundane
things that happen in our daily lives.”

When Mrs Choo Cheh Hoon, the former
deputy director of the School of Film &
Media Studies (FMS) and FSV Specialist
Project (SP) coordinator, first reviewed the
team's proposal and script, she revealed that
some lecturers thought it “looked rather
ambitious” and was worried that “the team
might not be able to deliver it”.

However, they decided to give ita chance.
She said, “When G-23 was finally completed,
it was clear to many of us that it was a cut
above the other graduating projects.”

The film has since been screened at
more than 15 international film festivals,
including the 18th Singapore International
Film Festival, the 38th Asian American
International Film Festival in New York and
the Gth San Diego Asian Film Festival,

As part of the Noise Singapore Festival
initiated by the National Arts Council
(NAC) to promote all genres of artistic
works, G-23 also went on national television
on Arts Central, in October.

Anthony explained that film festivals play
a very important role in helping to launch
aspiring film-makers’ careers as these provide
a platform for them to showcase their works
to the world.

“One needs accolades to get started in
terms of funding. The more accolades a film-
maker gets, the easier it is to get funding,”
he added.

‘With four international awards under his
belt. Amhony acknowledged that it might
now be “easier” for him to get a grant from
the SFC for his next film, about death, which
he plans to start filming in April riext year.
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Festivaliin France,

Grateful to NP for helpmg him to
strengthen his foundation in film-making,
Anthony paid tribute to the school, “I fccl
that [ am a film-maker who has to go through
the system of education. Unlike Royston Tan,
1 don't think I'm naturally-ralented. I evolved
through cducation.

“Through [FSV] modules like story-
telling and scripowriting, I have sharpened
my technical skills in film-making.

“[Moreover], interactions with lecturers
have also helped to inspire a lot of my creative
works.”

He said, “I'm relieved that my team’s
efforts paid off. Because when you're a film
student, all you have is a graduation film after
three years at school.

“Your graduation film really makes or
breaks you. Fortunately, our efforts were
recognised and this will make it easier for us
t move on to our next film.” [

Raising AIDS Awareness Through Fashion

BY NATALIA SNG
natalia.tribune@gmail.com

campus fashion show organised by
Arwo Chemical Engineering (CE)

tudents raised funds for the Staying
Alive (SA) campaign and promoted AIDS
awareness among Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP) students.

The fashion show, titled “Cautious
Coition — Treasure Life, Do It Right for That
One Night”, was held on 16 December at
the Convention Centre.

Proceeds from the $5 tickets went towards
the SA campaign, which was established in
1998 to raise awareness of AIDS and prevent
discrimination against those suffering it. It
is a joint partnership with more than nine
organisations, including MTV, The World
Bank and UNAIDS. ‘

Apart from raising funds, the organisers
hoped to educate Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP) students about the disease. At the
event, short films sponsored by SA co-partner
MTV were aired for this purpose. The
station’s representatives also addressed the

misconceptions surrounding AIDS.

Organiser Akash Raj Devasar, 18, a
second-year CE student, commented, “We
feel that sex is such a taboo topic and the
risk and dangers involved in casual sex [are]
hardly mentioned.”

MTYV also sponsored door glfts such as
pens and temporary tattoos while German
condom maker, Condomi, gave out condoms
as door gifts. Co-organiser Lai Ming Wei
Jerome, also a second-year ‘CE student,
explained, “[In] this day and age, it is hard to
stop tecnagers from having casual sex so we

believe the best approach is to educate them
about the safe way of doing it.”

Akash explained the rationale for the
fashion show, “We're doing it ro show that
engineering students are not as boring as
people think they are and to show that we
have the potential to do things in other fields
such as design and events management.”

Mr Lek Pheow Hwa, the Mechanical
Engineering (ME) lecturer in-charge of their
project said, “Usually students just have an
exhibition. It is a meaningful event because
of the recent rise of AIDS. @




BY MELISSA CHANG ME| YOKE
melissa.tribune€ gmail com

he death of famous American wind

band composer Alfred Reed in

September inspired the Ngee Ann
Polytechnic Concert Band (NP Concert
Band) to showcase his picces in their 20
concert celebrations,

The two-and-a-half hour concer
Rondeau XX — Memories, featured the N‘[;
Concert Band and the Alumni band. It saw
nearly 500 people in the audience at the
Victoria Concert Hall on 26 November.

The highlight was an ensemble of nine
pieces composed by Reed, It was performed
by the main band in tribute to him.

Reed’s interest in music saw him develop
from a young performer playing the rumpet
to a composer of some of the finest band
pieces in the world. According to the Wind

- Band website, Reed composed more than

100 pieces of music in his lifecime. The NP
Concert Band has been playing them on a
regular basis.

The emotional attachment of the band
to his pieces led the main band to decide on

- playing only his pieces in Rondeau.

' Band conductor Mr Tan Aik Kee,

. commented, “His use of different music
. compositional techniques of the past and

present is admirable.

“His combination of colour and drama
was creative and this shows that he gives
careful thought to his music. This inspires
me, that we should not confine our music to

~ justa particular style but to usc all means to

paint the picture that we want to portray.”

_sports & ccas

NP Concert Band Pays Tribute To Alfred Reed

REMEMBERING COMPOSER ALFRED REED: The NP Concert Band paid tribute to the late composer by playing s music at Rondeau XX - Memories. [Pidwe Caurtesy of Amands Lim]

Amanda Lim, 19, final-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student and
NP Concert Band secretary, said, “Pieces
[composed by Reed] are usually very grand,
they require a big sound and require a lot
of endurance. Somehow, there's this special
element in his music whereby when you
listen, you just know the music is by him.”

Mr Tan also had high praise for his
band, saying that members were now ‘more
exposed to current music technologies” in
the world of symphonic bands.

He added, “The musical standard in
Singapore has improved compared to a
decade ago, so have our students.”

Rondeau, which means “coming around”,

has been the name of the NP Concert Band's
series of off-campus concerts for the past
20 years.

The NP Concert Band was formed by
NP’s fourth principal, Mr Chen Hung in
1983. Starting off with only 20 members,
it has grown to become a recognised 55-

member band. @
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BY TAN LILING
liling,tribune@gmail. com ~

gee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) Poly
NStage Factor (PSF) is staging a free

mini production of its two plays
for low-income families in a bid to bring
the arts to them.

The PSF has invited more than 100
families to attend the production, through
self-help groups like the Singapore Indian
Development Association (SINDA),
MENDAKI and the People’s Association
Youth Movement (PAYM).

These groups have liaised with and
arranged for the low-income families to
watch the plays. Their aim is to assist needy
families with students and middle-aged
workers by tutoring them and providing job
opportunities. These families typically live on
a monthly income of less than $1,500.

The PSF hopes that in staging their mini
production, they will be able to bring the arts
to less affluent families. In Singapore, plays
are normally costly and many low-income
families cannot afford the expense. Through
this gésture, the PSF also hopes to break the
misconception that the arts is only forwell-
to-do families.

The mini production takes place on
16 December at Lecture Theatre (LT) 26,
which has a seating capacity of 356 people.
It will feature the plays Que Sera Sera and
The Office.

PSF production manager Muhammad
Mahadi Bin Jamaludin, 23, a final-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student, said that
Que Sera Sera focuses on women'’s rights and
“depicts the life of a girl who is trapped in
[a] stereotypical, traditional family”.

It “explores the ups and downs of [her]
journey in life to prove her self-worth”. In the

W) Singlel womicinionon Digital Life e & hype Trieone

end, the gitl's conservarive facher pushes her

| PSF Brings Theatre To The Needy

CARE AND SHARE: In this season of giving, NP's Poly Stage
Factor makes the arts accessible to low-income families Hirough
their mini production. (Picture: Low Youjinl

to become a more independent individual.
Conversely, The Office is a comedy which

explores “[the] pros and cons of working in

the office”. It gives the audience an idea of

“what workers do in a typical day and will

portray life in one particular office located
in a bomb sheler.

The play was co-produced by the PSF
team and a theatre professional, employed as
an advisor by them. Unlike Que Sera Sera,
The Office is also a prelude to an inaugural
drama festival which will be held in January
next year.

Final-year Electronic & Computer
Engineering (ECE) student Mohamed Salleh
Bin Abu Bakar, 23, who acted in and directed
the production, said, “I hope tha, at the end
of the day, we can entertain the audience and
humour them with our acting.”

Besides the low-income families, PSF will
also invite NP student leaders to warch the
plays ac LT 26. 88
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Slamming The Competition

BY LOW yOU N
Youpin tribunedigmail com

ndeterred by last year's fifth placing,
Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (ND)
women’s and men’s tennis teams

managed to serve up a scorcher as overall
champions in this year's Institute-Varsity-
Polytechnic Games (IVP).

Confidence was evident among the players
as they entered the finals held ar Nanyang
Polytechnic from 14 to 24 November. The
matches ended in a final showdown with
Singapore Polytechnic (SP).

While NP breezed through most of the
competition, one match stood out from the
rest — the men’s second doubles in the finals
against SP

Men’s team captain, David Maung, 19,a
final-year student in Building & Real Estate
Management (BEM) and his partner, Robyn
Koh, 18, a second-year Banking & Financial
Services (BFS) student, were up against
equally skilled opponents. “Our doubles
match was down to the wire,” said David.

The two pairs were trading shots for a
good part of the bout and it would have
almost ended with a deadlock score of 6-6
if they had not broken SP's serve.

David commented, “It was pretty close,
SP players have not lost any of the marches
against other schools.”

Speaking with pride, he added, “From
there, we never looked back and held
our serve to win that tie.” The final score:
NP9 -SP6. '

Rita Tan, 19, the women’s team captain,
said, “We're delighted to win boch [the] men's
and the women’s [gold title].”

The final-ycar' Accountancy (ACC)
student added, “We didn't even think we
would have a [women's] team [initially], and
now we've won both titles.”

The tennis club was almost unable to field
awomer's team due to a dearth of players but
managed to deliver one eventually.

David cited a combination of the team’s
own sheer grit and intense training by the
team coach, Mr Stanley Sanger, who also
coaches the national and junior squads, as 4
reason for their win. “We had a lot of physical
and menal training during the holiday.
and it helped that everybody in the team
wanted to win... no one wanted to Jose.”

David kept mum about what kind of
training they underwent, saying it was a
“secret formula” and cvidently, an efficient
one as well.

Team solidarity was obvious in the
finals, with supporters from both NP and
SP shouting words of encouragement like
“come on" and “focus”.

While the support was spirited, it lacked
the electric atmosphere so commonly found
in crucial matches when throngs of supporters
would troop down to the competition
grounds to root for their teams.

Only a handful of friends and people in
the know were at the courts, cheering the
teams on and giving the match a semblance
of a friendly engagement.

The men's caprain was also full of praise
for the team’s star singles player, Rudy Ng,
18, a second-year Engincering Informatics
(EI) student.

According to David, Rudy helped to
keep the pressure off the team and boosted
morale with his constant wins over the 10-
day competitiop. :

However, Rudy was modest about his
role, saying, “Instead of fighting for the self,
fight for the team [because it will give] you
more drive.”

Still, not everything went smoothly.
Robyn had broken his racquer just before
his finals match with SP and murmurs of
“it's an omen” could be heard.

Thankfully, superstition did not get che
better of the BFS student and he fought
back with a vengeance, adding a notch to
the team’s belt and securing the last win the
team needed.

NP Archery Club Ready To Hit

Competitior. [Picture: Low Yeujin]

BY FONG JUN LOONG BENJAMIN
ben.tribune@gmail.com

orale is high at the Ngee Ann
MPolyrcchnic (NP) Archery Club
as it targets the Telok Blangah
Archery Competiton (TBAC) from 9 to 11

December, after firing its way to two third

HITTING THE BULL'S EYE: The NP Archery team is all prepared to unleash their shooting power at the Telok Blangah Archery

PSSO | i

Having nailed three bronze medals at
the National University of Singapore (NUS)
Shoot in July and grabbed third place at
the Archery Association of Singapore’s
(AAS) National Open 2005 in August, the
bows will be drawn again as the men’s and
women’s teams attempt to do even better at

the TBAC,

Overall
Scores

NP vs SIM
NP

TAKE THAT: NP tennis captain David Maung faced off with his SP opponents and logether with fus team, successfully came up tops

IPictare: Low Youjin]

NP Archery Club president Lua Chee
Haw disclosed, “We will be expecting to
[win] more medals this time as we are
sending in a larger team of archers. Also, the
results of our rigorous training should show

" - at the TBAC”

The club’s competitive teams have been
practising four times a week for almost three
months, before ramping it up to six times a
week in the last seven days before TBAC to
prepare for it.

“Right after the last competition [AAS
National Open], we rested for two weeks
before training again for the next one,”
said Chee Haw, 25, a final-year Electrical
Engineering (EE) student.

Women’s team member Shanthi
D/O Thirunaukarasu, 19, a second-year
Mechatronic Engincering (MTE) student,
said, “After making it to the top three at the
past two competitions, our expectations are
definitely higher.”

However, she acknowledged that teams
from Nanyang Technological University
(NTU) and NUS will also be entering the
TBAC and that they were no pushovers.

Shanthi described them as “tough, steely
and driven o win”.

NP Archery coach, Mr Lim Chee Wee,
felt that his team — which was re-formed in
late 2004 — has what it to stand up to

g

place winnings in two months.
it

The Mark

these strong competitors.

“[Our current team of archers] have
beaten powerhouses like NUS and NTU at
separate competitions.

“With enough practice and dedication,
there is no reason why we will not get into
the top three again.”

Mr Lim explained that for competitive
team events, teams are randomly selected to
compete with one another.

‘The NP team had been lucky enough to
compete with several lesser-skilled teams,
before narrowly losing to one of the superior
teams at the NUS Shoor.

However, the NP team will not be
banking on luck this time.

Shanthi said, “Our lucky streak will
eventually run out. That is why we have
been training really hard for the TBAC to
prove to the other teams that we can do
‘even bercer.”

Mr Linr also expressed confidence in the
men’s team, which has a pool of 20 archers,
saying that they will be able to clinch even
better positions at the TBAC.

According to him, the strength of NP
Archery teams lies in their teamwork,

“We do well in team events although
individually, we are not as good as the teams
from Temasck Polytechnic and Nanyang
Technological University.”
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