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Cleaners' Welfare Neglected?

Sinceanewcontractor tookover Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s cleaning operationsin May, the 150 cleaners oncampus havehadtocontend
with a $100 monthly pay cut each. CHEN SIYA reports.

|

HEAR ME OUT: Cleaners have many grievances about the paycut but are powerless to change their plight. (Pidure: Low Youjinl

ile July 1 signals a bigger wage
increase than usual for about 300,000
civil servants who earn less than

$1,200 a month, another low income group in
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) is doing worse.

Madam V. Gomathi, 39, a cleaner, is one of
them. When a new cleaning company took over
our campus cleaning operations since May 1, she
was among the 90 percent of the old staff retained.
Her working hours and duties have not changed,
but her monthly salary is $100 less.

The monthly pay of other full-time cleaners
re-employed by the new management, City
Building Management Pte Ltd (CBM), have been
cut by berween $100 and $120.

According to CBM Site Manager, Mr James
Rajan, 35, who oversees about 150 cleaners on
campus, his full-time cleaners arc paid about
$730 now.

Said Madam Gomathi, “But why do they
want to deduct our salary? We are doing the
same job. My husband is a heart patient. Now,
he can only do light duty contract work. When
they cut my salary, I really suffer now because 1
have three kids.”

CBM said it has its own problems. Mr Rajan
acknowledged that the deduction would cause
unhappiness, but said, “But they should be happy
that they have rerained their jobs, because I was
instructed to get in a new breed [of cleaners]. ..
but I took pity on them, because they might lose
their jobs. So I asked them before the contract
commenced, and they said okay.”

According to three cleaners, they must also
pay $20 for two sets of new uniforms. Previously,
the uniforms were provided by the former
contractor, BNL Services.

This amount, docked from their first pay, is
refundable when they leave the company.

Mr Rajan said, “We can easily spend $1,000
-a month on providing uniforms. With a smaller
budget, I have to come up with all these [measures].
If I don't cut costs, if I don’t perform, my job is
at stake.”

He added that after three months, confirmed
cleaners enjoy medical benefits and are entitled
to annual leave.

Cleaners are also entitled to a salary increment
of between $50 and $100, based on their
superv‘isors' feedback on their performance.

Mr Mui Cheng Hock, 53, Director of the
Estate Managcmeht (EM) Office, said CBM
recently won the bid to be Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s
cleaning contractor for two years. The contract is
worth $2.64 million,

A committee made of five EM officers
evaluated each bidding contractor based on the
following: the contractor’s track records, job
references, client portfolios and interviews.

Although not the lowest bidder, CBM was
chosen for its reputable track record.

BNLs monthly contract was about $145,000,
abour $35,000 more than CBM.

Like all government institutions and statutory
boards, NP must hold public tender exercises to
award jobs to the most competitive contractors.
Said Mr Mui, “As a government institution,
we have to ensure that our [school’s] budget is
prudently used.

“We have no control over how much the
cleaning contractor pays its cleaners. We want
all workers in Ngee Ann to be happy, be it direct
or indirect employees, but we cannot go to the
extent of dictating to the contractor how much

they should pay their cleaners because we are not
their employers.”

Mr Mui added he would bring up the cleaners’
grievances to the CBM management at their next
monthly consultative meeting.

The cleaners’ salary deduction contrasts
starkly with recently announcements by the
government to bridge the income gap berween
low-wage workers and high-income workers in
Singapore. On June 2, the Public Service Division
(PSD) announced plans for a one-time payout of
$200 and a mid-year bonus for all civil servants
earning below $1;200.

A number of NP staff and students expressed
sympathy for the cleaners.

Mr David Richard Francis, 28, a visiting
lecturer from the School of InfoComm Technology
(ICT), said, “The concepr of cost-cutting should
not go overboard, overlooking social concerns.”

Chia Shuan Min, 19, a final-year Chemical
Engincering (CE) student, shared similar views.
He said, “I think they (CBM Managemenr)
should not reduce the pay of the cleaners, as the
school is still as clean.”

However, IS lecturer Mr Lawrence Lai,
33, was more pragmatic about the situation.
“Companies should pay their workers their fair
due or the market rate for the work that is done.
Ngee Ann is not the employer and thus, notin any
position to influence the salaries of these cleaners.
The salary of workers is an agreement between
employer and employees.”

On CBM's wage policies running counter to
the government’s efforts to help low-wage workers,
Mr Rajan said, “It is also the same government
who believes that the lowest tender should get
the contract” m
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| s the semesters I spend in NP flash past,
.A‘l“gu_ so absorbed by my studies that
ometimes I forger about people.

[ say this because from my observations, we
tend to limit our social circles to those with similar
backgrounds o us. We do this so often that we
{forget that we depend on others performing their
own unique functions, small or big, for society to
function properly.

Yet, isn't one of the functions of education
o teach us to_respect people and treat them
fairly, whatever their occupation? In fact, one

of the hallmarks of journalism, we learn here, is
precisely fighting for those who cannot stand up
for themselves.

Take the cleaners in our school, for instance.
Theirs is a thankless job. Yet they keepat it and we
benefit in having clean surroundings.

How many of us show our appreciation for
them by greeting them or thanking them for
cleaning our plates? Some students rationalise
that by leaving their mess on the table, they are
doing the cleaners a service by ensuring thar they
still have a job .

Yet cven when they retain their jobs, some
cleaners continue to be at an unfair disadvantage.
Their financial scruggles can so easily overwhelm
them when they reccive even a small pay cut,

While we moan about not being able to afford
that nice pair of branded shoes, or the latest mobile
phone, or make a game out of Monopoly money,
forsome of these cleaners, managing their day-to-
day finances poses a major challenge.

Curiously enough, when the recent story
broke of an elderly brother and sister who had
moved to their flat’s void deck because they owed
HDB about $40,000, the pcople The Straits
Times reported as helping the two siblings with

NP: That Somethmg X'tra

BY MEENAKSHI D/O SHUNMUGHAM
. mmtnbune@gmml com

start of the new semester. Tribune finds

out from the first-year students what
sets Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) apart from
other polytechnics. =

Its been more than a month smcc the™

“Unhk: o:h‘ T 1yswh=mhcpmp1%mmh¢

unfnendlx, 'pcopic hereare very considerate|
‘and accommodating”

Gobh Shiying Melissa, 17,

Inﬁarmanon Technology (IT)

& 5

“The environment ar Ngnc is bc:ter
compared o ‘other po]ytechmcs ,[and] the
library here is just great.”

: Damel;e legm, 17,

“NP is in a relatively centralised s and
this makes ic easier to head down to places like
Orchard and Hougang.”

Zhu Renzhi, 19,
B‘nb:g & meuf Services (BFS) le Estate Business (REB)
& -4
[ ¥
Somc ofNPs CC.‘\s set NP aj ﬁ‘om othD (NP s a very’ cstabllshcd institution and it is
“lLcameto this school ause fNP’ known to have produced some big shots like,
Song Composmg Club } Sim Wong Hoo and Chcry] Fox.”
: Rm’xmnbmHammb 17 " Tan WeeEng 17,
Bu.rmm Information Technology (BIT) Im’in'mdtwu Technology [Mobile

¢ L

& Computing] (MBC)

“Being a wudm campus is what sets NP apa)
from other polys. Also, almost everyone in NP

gets to own a notebook.” compared to other polys!”
Mubammad Sharime, 17, Yang lgrvmg I’axncw, 17,
Marine & Offshore Technology (MOT) Electronic & Compur ngineering (ECE)
- 2 4 i 4

RS e T :
“NP’s students are NP b:ggcst attraction..
NP has prettier girls and more handsome guys

NP has many established courses and the
reputation of thesc courses sets NP apart from
other polys.”

Kerr Jia Qi, 19,
Business Studies (BS)

T

“NP offers its students quite a number of
hands-on projects relating to potential jobs,
such as running a radio stanon. .

Liu Litin,
Mass Communication ﬂlfCﬂlJ

supplies, and even gifts of a wardrobe and new
altar, were a stall assistant and her husband, a
part-time cleaner.

Their generosity despite their humble
circumstances is beyond inspiring. Do we care
enough to help others? Will the new modules,
facilities and educational approaches in Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) not only make us more creative,
entreprencurial and better thinkers, but also more
caring people?

Do we see the need in others around us,
whether they are anonymous faces who work
around us, fellow students or even alumni like
filmmaker Bertrand Lee, whose fate has forever
changed after a major accident?

More importantly, are we moved to do
something about rhis?

Only time will tell.

Meanwhile, some NP students came back
from a School of Interdisciplinary Studies (IS)
Cambedia trip during the holidays, appreciating
the things they take for granted in Singapore.
Let’s hope we grow from appreciating things to
appreciating people.

That’s because as clichéd as it sounds, people
do matter.®t

Tribune isa publication by third-year Print
Journalism students of the Diploma in
Mass Communication course in
Ngee Ann Polytechnic
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Web Wonder in Helsmkl

BY LIN SHILONG
Shilong.tribune@gmail.com |

G

AARON OF HELSINKI: NP harbours big dreams for the upcoming Worldskills competition after Aaron Tan clinched a
bronze medal in Finlad. (Picture: Chiu Kok Lan] :

n Information Technology (IT) graduate
Airom Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) won a
ronzé medal and a cash prize of $$3000
at the recent WorldSkills Compctmon 2005 in
Helsinki, Finland, setting ‘the benchmark for
furure competitors.
Aaron Tan Wei Cheng, 21, was Singapore's
only representative in the newly-introduced
web design category at the bi-annual event held

- berween May 25 and June 1,

Mr Lim Fang How, 46, a lecturer from the
School of InfoComm Technology (ICT) who led
a team of coaches that groomed Aaron specially
for two years “expected him to ger a medal,
because he had given his best and is technically
very skilled”.

Mr Chiu Kok Lan, 54, who helped set and

‘ mark the project in Helsinki thought that Aaron

performed very well considering thar the test
project was of a “high standard”.

However, Aaron thought that he was “overly
careless [having] forgotten to work on part of
the programme [as assigned]” and actribured his
carelessness as a major reason why he “ended up
with only a bronze medal”.

Having competed and interacted with global
competitors, he is confident that Singapore is in
a strong position to do better in the web design
category for the next WorldSkills to be held in
Japan in 2007.

“As far as I can see, there are not really a lot
of countries that are good in this area, with the
exception of Korea,” he added.

Mr Chiu is anticipating a post-mortem to
evaluate Aaron’s performance and to discuss how
to improve for next year's competition.

Page 2 - Tribune, July 2005
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Second “Atrium”

BY SERAPHINA WOON
seraphina.tribune@gmail.com

he creation of another “Atrium” for

I students to study and start a business

is one of a few plans in the pipeline to

develop more facilities for Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP) students.

This second hub, to take over the premises
vacated by the previous staff restaurant in Block
18, is slated for completion by early November,
Mr Mui Cheng Hock, 53, Director of the Estate
Management (EM) Office revealed to Tribune.

Originally intended to house a fast food

restafirant, it will now be dedicated to the
development of NP’s students, with one
section allocated to the deyelopment of student
entrepreneurship and another to provide a study
corner for students,

The entrepreneurship area will most likely
house two to three pushcarts. The school will not
restrict the type of product sold as long as it can
most appeal to NP students but Mr Mui stresses
that the businesses must also “be decent”. He
quoted having hairdressing services as an example
of a business that students can set up.

Mr Mui said, “The school gives a high

priority to entrepreneurship and also it’s a good

area for such an endeavour. Student academic
development is one thing, but preparing them for
the real world is another.”
Three students whom Tribune spoke to have
differing views about this new hub:
+ Ang Chin Jung, 19, a final-year Accountancy
(ACC) student, said, “I think it's a good initiative

 —

PUSHCART FOR SUCCESS: E
[Picture: Kate Lim Hwee Leng]

on NP’s part. Because obviously students
have more areas to hang around and [this]
also will artract more students to come to NP.
A fast food restaurant would be nice but a
[entrepreneurial] area is more feasible to help
students’ development.”

Rena Silva, 20, a final-year Business Studies
(BS) studeng, said, “The study area concept is good
but I would rather a fast food restaurant over the
(entreprencurial) area. A fast food place is good
because students can work there as well. So it's a
win-win situation.”

xpect to sec pushcarls like these at the new students’ hub in early November.

Rengarajoo Balasamy Lakesh, 19, a final-
year Accountancy (ACC) student, said, “Having
another Atrium is a good idea. But I think the
school ought to use each Atrium for different
purposes. Maybe, the current Atrium can be used
for bazaars and other events, whereas the upcoming
one can be used for studying purposes.

To ensure that the study area is not disturbed
by student activiry, it will be sectioned off from
the mobile stores.

Mr Mui said, “Students have complained

+ about too many stalls set up in the Atrium and

Show Some Solidarity

BY BRIANNA WONG
brianna.tribune@gmail.com

BERTRAND LEE

DO YOUR PART: Donate generously to our ajumni through the boxes in your department offices.

. Y ext to the $750,000 that the Singapore

NFilm Commission is trying to raise for

Bertrand Lee, Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s

(NP) fund-raising efforts for its own alumni is a
drop in the bucket.

The Bertrand Lee Fundraising Screening at
the Convention Centre on 17 June raised only
$3,180, not even half the $8,000 target.

Said Vanessa Thomas, 19, one of two miain
student helpers involved in the drive, “We ...
thought people weren't generous but 'm impressed
by their sincerity.

“People gave money even when they couldn’t
comé, so | thought it was a success”

The final-ycar Film, Sound & Video (FSV)
student learnt that the award-winning local flm-
maker was very appreciative and touched.

Bertrand, 27, faces a long recuperation after
an accident in India while he was filming, Three
operations left him with an amputated left leg, a
rod in his right leg and an irreplacable pelvis.

The Straits Times said he will need $750,000
for medical bills and recovery over a decade.

Ms Jacqueline Tan, an FSV lecturer in her late
30s, helped organise the appeal with some final-
year FSV students.

Ms Tan, who remembers Bertrand as a “quiet
and focussed student who knows what he wants in
life”, said, “If someone in the NP community is in
need, we would be more than happy to help.”

Although the fund raiser is over, you can
continue to help Bertrand via: *

- cheque donations made o Lee Siao Ming
Bertrand, addressed to The Bertrand Lee Appeal,
Block 734 Upper Changi Road East, #02-19,
Singapore 486862,

- transferring money to POSB savings account
number 136-07730-9

- dropping your donation in boxes in each
department office in NP.

To receive a receipt, include your name and
home address. @

I EARN THRU WEB

\
—

Coming Up

how noisy the Atrium has become. This new
students’ hub will be different.”

“Because the Atrium is located so near the
library, the concern is that the noise level will affect
those studying in the library, but with this second
students’ hub... not as big a factor.”

Mr Mui also believes that the new students’
hub will not overshadow the Atrium.

“The second students' hub is not meant to
take over the Aerium. [[t] is meant to provide more
space for students to study and also to be a testing
ground for their entrepreneurial skills.”

The school will be renting out pushcarts to
students who are interested in running a business
at the students’ hub.

Mr Mui has declined to disclose the rental
cost of these pushcarts. However, he said that
these mobile pushcarts will be cheaper than those
located at Parco Bugis Junction due to subsidies.

Tribune found out that the rental cost of
pushcarts located there are $150 on off-peak days
and $210 for peak seasons.

Mr Mui said, “Cost should not be a stumbling
block [when doing business]. However, we cannot
charge [rent] too cheaply because we want 1o
impress upon them (the students) that [doing]
business always has a cost.”

The construction for the second students’
hub will start next semester. Mr Mui revealed that
the students’ hub is expected to be ready by early
November 2005.

Students who are interested in renting a stall
at the new students’ hub can register at the EM
office ac Block 74 with a business proposal of their
marketing plan. m

4

7

Username

Password

JHOAN
www.theurbanwire.com

hype

this < e mber
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Changing Mindsets in SoE
with Creativity Module

BY LEON SEOW CHERN MING
leon.tribune@gmail.com

ew people think of engineering and
Fcrntiviry in_the same breath, but some

students” mindsets are targeteed for
change with the introduction of 2 new module-
Engineering - A Creative Profession, aimed at
first-year engincering students.

Students from the Electrical Engineering (EE)
and Mechanical Engineering (ME) Divisions will
be among those taking the module.

This is the firsc time a module is being taken
by students in different engineering divisions,
because previously, students only studied modules
related to their main field of practice.

Mr Chezh Choo Lek, 56, Deputy Director
of the ME Division who initiated this module,
said its main objective is to motivate the first-year
students to do well in their studies by “exciting
them early in the course with what is ahead” in
their studies and careers.

He explained that the module will help
students identify the importance of engineering
in society and make them “proud” to be part of a
creative profession.

To do so, this non-examinable module will
inform them of the main functions of their various
diplomas and provide them with an overview of
their roles in the industry.

Module leader Mr Hui Tin Fat, 44, said the
new module will teach them less technical skills
such as researching from the internet and proper
citation methods.

He added that the students will have to
apply these skills to find creative solutions, the
stress being on creativity, to various assignments
based on the design process of products taught in
engineering modules.

Mr Cheah said the module will also highlighr
the “professional responsibilities, values and
ethics” of engineers.

He hoped that by highlighting engincering's
history, impact and ethical dilemmas in today’s
society, through the use of case studies, the
students will understand the importance of the
engineering profession and be inspired to do well
for their course.

He explained that this will, in turn, add
greater value to Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP)
engineering students when they enter the industry
as fresh graduates.

First-year Mechanical Enginecring (ME)
student, Muhammad Amir Hussein, 19, said,
“With ‘this module, we know something more
about cngineering and what engineers do to
improve our lives. They (the final-year students)
are missing out on [this]"” m

Souped Up E-mail Systém
for Ngee Ann Students

BY JUSTIN DEIMEN
justin.tribune@gmail.com

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) students can
Nnow get online reminders of what they

need to do each time they log on to their
school e-mail accounts because of a new e-mail
system for all students introduced ac the start of
this semester. ,

Singing its praises is Jeremiah Decosta,
who said, “The last system... used to crash'my
browser when I logged on, but this is faster than
the last version. I think the ‘To-do’ feature is
the most uscful as I check the school’s e-mail
inbox often and this way I have an online list to
remind me.”

The 20-year-old, final-year Biotechnology
(BIO) student finds the new system “more slick”
!h:m bcfolc. '

NP students will encounter faster loading
school e-mail accounts and a more user-friendly
interface as the current system completes its
transition to a new email client. d

The latest system was implemented for
its stability and more user-friendly interface
according to the Computer Centre (CC), which
was behind this rollout that replaced the  five-
year-old previous system,

The sophisticated system also offers newer
and better features.

Ms Tay Shu Ming, who declined to reveal
her age, the Assistant Manager of System Services
and Operation for CC, said, “It has a nicer
interface, casicr spam management, follow-up
flags, more control over display options, new mail
notifications and better calendaring and address
book fearures, just to name a few.”

“The CC continually looks into improvements
to our systems and this new systemoffers just that.
When viable solutions are available, we assess
them through menths of planning and when
satisfied, we follow through on those plans.”

She added, “Semestral breaks are usually the
best time for system upgrades and maintenance
as they result in the least disruption to a student’s
e-mail usage.”

Ms Tay also said that the CC views the
students’ concerns as top priority when upgrading,
using comments received to guage what features
need to be improved the most.

“We are, obviously, unable to fulfill all
requests and feedback, bur each one is given its
due consideration,” she explained.

last system... used to
browser when 1
, but this
last vers

Jeremiah Deco
Final-year Biotechnology s

“Having the basic desktop tools at one
convenientstop will... help [NP} students be more
effective in managing their busy schedule. [due to
studies and other activities,” &

MMCStudentstobecome
Much More Creative

BY SHAUN HO KIN LOON
shaun.tribune@gmail.com

DOODLE IN THE OPEN: The days of secretly doodling in textbooks during lessons are gver for this MMC student

[Plcture: Low Yoajin]

he Multimedia Computing (MMC)

I course syllabus has been overhauled this

semester to provide its students with more
opportunities to be creative. .

First-year students in MM@DI{C
to were pleasantly surprised to find our that
their syllabus now includes new modules: that
focus more on design and creativity, unlike the
old syllabus that was slanted heavily towards
technical skills.

Not only will students’ time be freed up
because they will no longer have homework, they
will also enjoy new modules and a component
thar actively helps them to build up a portfolio, to
which even their freelance work can be added.

Under the new syllabus, a first-year MMC

- student has to concentrate on only one module a

day, said Mr Melvin Tan, 31, an MMC lecrurer.

This allows students to spend an entire
day doing research for their assignments apd
submitting their answers at the end of the day,
hence doing away with homework.

And with the addition of creative modules such
as Drawing Fundamentals, Digital Photomedia
and Digital Audio Design, students will learn
how to create illustrations and edit photographs
for the internet.

Previously, MMC students took largely
technical and theory-based modules, such as
Network Fundamentals (the fundamentals for
building a network), which had a strong emphasis
on building programming skills.

The refined teaching technique deployed by
MMC will also focus more on problem solving
and case studies.

Added Mr Tan, who teaches Digital
Photomedia, “We intend to use these case
studies to hopefully get more creative ideas from
our students and to allow them to become better
working professionals.”

The change in the syllabus was a response to
the year-end evaluation survey conducted ac the
end of every academic year.

Ms Angela Wee, 40, Director for the School
of InfoComm Technology (ICT) said, “There was

a

feedback from past students that they wonred
more injection of creativity and that the current
syllabus was [t00] dry and technical.”

Samuel Heng, 19, a final-year MMC student,
said, “I feel a bit cheared because I came here
o do multimedia bur instead the syllabus was
more technical... which was not what [ wanted
[to pursue].”

He is among those seniors who feel that the
changes have come too late for him.

He said, “What if there is someone who has
the same diploma as you but knows more things
than you? Wouldn't you lose out to him?”

Ms Wee feels the second-year and final-
year students should not feel shortchanged as
“everyone benefits from this change”.

She continued that additional modules,
such as Audio & Video Fundamentals, have
been incorporated in the second-year curriculum
to provide the senior students with equal
Opportunities to express their creativity.

Meanwhile, Mr Tan said that the first-year
students will explore their creative horizons
through expressions of artwork and design.

“The focus for the new batch of students is
more in their [creative skills] rather than their
software skills.” X

A new Digital Entertainment Centre has
been constructed to house the new facilities and
equipment required.

These include a rescarch room for students,
a_gallery to showcase their artworks, new
consultation rooms, an audio mixing room and
a studio that boasts a blue screen, which allows
backgrounds and digital effects to be inserted
seamlessly behind people who stand in front of
the screen,

Renovations have cost almost $60,000. This
excludes the cost incurred in purchasing new
equipment such as the editing decks, digital video
cameras, as well as che digical photo cameras.

Six new lecturers have alsa been added
to the staff strength ac [CT to reach the new

modules that have been intruduced to the MMGC
cutriculum recently, w
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Better Dining Experience at the Atrium

BY NUR IDAYU SUPARTO
idayu.tribune@gmail.com

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) students and
Nstaffran enjoy a wider variety of food at

‘the Atrium from this semester, thanks
to a revamp initiated by the Ngee Ann Consumer
Co-operative Society (Co-op).

Four new food items: Beef Stew, Maryland
Chicken, Baked Dory Fish and Olive Spaghetti
have been added to the menu along with a broader
range of coffee, with new eatery Sio Paulo Pride
replacing Splash in the Acrium.

The Co-op, a scparate entity from NP, is in
charge of the Atrium’s eateries, Canteen Five and
the stationery shops around campus.

The Co-op Manager @WB& who
declined to reveal her age, told Tribune that the
revamp was “necessary” as the food selection at
Splash did not broaden the range of food already
available to NP students ar the Atrium.

Miss Wong explained, “Splash used to sell
some things, like ham sandwiches [and salads],
which were already available in the Deli. Because
of that, we [fele that] there should be a bigger
range of items.”

The Co-op decided to replace Splash with Sio
Paulo Pride after assessing the other bidders for the
location Splash used to occupy.

She said, “Four Leaves [which brought Sio
Paulo Pride in] tried hard to retain their place. We
decided to stay on with them because we thought
[hc new mngc was more a([mcﬂlvc.‘

After deciding on Sio Paulo Pride, the Co-op
suggested a revamp for the Deli too.

“Since they were going to change the kind

NEW SEMESTER, NEW LOOK: Students may look forward to spiffier eateries with a new range of food ttems along with

old-time favourites. [Picure: Nur 14ayu Supartol

of business they were operating, we requested
them to also look into upgrading as there were
still many areas for improvement left,” explained
Miss Wong.

The Campus Deli has since been renovated
and is more attractive with its sunny theme, a
brightly lit interior and new food display.

She added, “There’s better product display
[and] layour. Last time, there was no distinct
queuing system. Now, there's a smoother traffic
flow [within the Campus Deli].”

Despite ‘having to pay $100,000 for the
revamp, Four Leaves has not increased the prices

Omnicraft’s a First for
MOT and Singapore

BY KATE LIM HWEE LENG
kate tribune@gmail.com

orget the Duck Tours, prototypes of

Singapore’s first omnicrafts, vehicles that

can travel on land, sea and air, are being
built in Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) by students
from the School of Engineering (SoE).

Two groups of three Marine Offshore
Technology (MOT) students each are embarking
on this ambitious project, designing, developing
and creating prototypes of the these independently
by November.

The man behind the idea isiMr Subrata
CE!Q, 33. an SoE lecturer from the Mechanical

ngineering division (ME).

Last year's grouping of Aerospace Technology
(AT), Mechanical Engineering (ME) and
Mecchatronic Engineering (MTE) and MOT
into a single division allows for relevant experience
to come together for the students’ benefit in this
revolutionary project.

Mr Chan@m‘d, “I want to see how... the
three rechnologies come together.”

However, the two prototypes to be built are
small and will not be able to carry passengers or

ds due to certain restrictions.

Although it is not feasible to produce a
commercially viable omnicraft as materials have
to be light for it to work,

Mr Cha@bcli:vc; that the “innovative

application of the technology” needed to build the
Omnicraft, will exercise the students’ “problem-
solving and management” skills.

He also belicves that this is more important
than its commgrgial value.

Mr Char{dakxplained, “Cost is one thing;
the other thing is the licensing. You cannot fly

anything just like that”
Koh Pei Liang, 19.}a student working on this
project, said, T feel this project is my aspiration

because ... want to build something extraordinary.
Something that breaks the rules, something [that
has) never been built before.”

He hopes his omnicraft will eventually be
developed into something that can be used “for
military purposes, for exploration and for quick
response operations”.

Grand plans aside, even in the initial stages of |
the construction of the craft, Pei Liang has had to :

deal with difficulties.

He said, “I feel that in some areas we are quite
limited, [in terms of] technical aspects.

“We have to scarch for resources on our own.

Like engines, all these stuff we have to find [on] |

of food at the Campus Deli and is carning a
marginal profit.
avi 49, Manager of Sio Paulo

Pride, said, “[Our profit is] low because we're
selling... quality food for a cheap price. So we have
to sell a lot [in order to increase our profit].”

Miss Wong hopes it was money well-spent.
“We hope [that] by revamping, there will be more
people buying and the sales will improve. We do
have a commission scheme with them. So if they
improve, our revenue also improves,” she said.

Both Sao Paulo Pride and Campus Deli said
that their sales have improved since the revamp.

our own because all these things [the] school wilt [

not provide.”

Despite difticulties, Mr Cha@said the |
students chose to work on this project because of
the prestige and the valuable learning experience |

to be gained, m

Mr Low said, “So far, it has been encouraging.
We have customers coming back. They give us very
good feedback. Generally things are good and we
hope to maintain the standard.”

However, he admirtted char “it will take
some time” before Sio Paulo Pride can meet its

undisclosed profit targer.
staff ac the Campus

Deli, was more cautious of artributing the sales
increase solely to the revamp.

She said, “[Sales have] improved a little but
because we just opened for two weeks, we don't
really know.”

The[l0 studenty Tribune spoke to had mixed Let:

reactions on w;cthcr the revamp to the eateries ‘ij...-

was even necessary.

I!HH Hong Wei, lB,&a second-year student
from the School of Life Sciences & Chemical
Technology (LSCT), said, “I think it is better
thar they renovated [the Campus Deli]. [It has)
improved a lor [and] looks newer.”

However, he felt that the revamp was
unnecessary. “I thoughe the old place was okay
already,” he reasoned.

On the other end of the spectrum, other
students felt thac the improvements were a
welcome change.

“The Atrium locks nicer and the food has more
variety now,” saia second-
year student from the School of Engineering’s
Building & Environment Division (BE).

in Liang Z
from the School of Multidiscipline Engineering
(MDE), said, “If the food is nice, people will
still go and buy.” m

SCCDnd-)’:zI student
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Precious Lessons from the Region

BY BRENDA LEE SHU FEN
brenda. tribune@gmail.com

group of Ngee Ann Polyrechnic (NP)

A:rudcms and lecturers recently conducted

public presentation of their expedition to
Cambodia at the Asian Civilisation Museum.

Entided The Cambodian Expedition Dialogue,
it was presented on 25 June, and exhibits two
months’ worth of hard work in gathering the
research and documentation.

The wip and the presentation organised by
the School of Interdisciplinary Studies (IS) was
not its only one.

During the recent semestral break, three teams
ventured off on different IS related trips overscas.
Despite differing in location, focus and purpose,
team members were equally enthused about what
they had gained. ) .

“I would love t go on more of such school
trips. Each trip tells us different things and
develops us differently,” said Irene Koh, 19, a
second-year Business Accountancy student.

In April, Irene and 19 other NP students
journeyed to Cambodia on a rugged expedition
to document the fading heritage and culture of
an ethnic village yielding to the increasing social
influences of western modernisation.

The team was led by Mr Desmond Wee, a 33-
year-old IS lecturer who has previous experience
in the field of anthropology.

He described this expedition as unique
because “unlike most expeditions to help build
up weakened communitics, we went with hiimble

beginnings, not so much to give but more $0'to™

learn and observe™. !

The students were tasked to gather research
and rough it out for 20 days with a strict rule of
making minimal impact on the community.

Mr Wee recounted, “We always walked in
small groups, were careful not to influence them
(villagers) with our fashion, and.did nor use our
hand phones.”

Going without modern day devices and living
in simple rural conditions thrilled and captivated
the members. i

JUST SHOOT ME: Students document the rich cultural flavotrs of Cambodia on tape. |Picture: Desmond Weel

Elizabeth Lai, 18, a 'second-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student excitedly
remarked, “We ate fried tarantulas and cramped
up in a pick-up [truck] for about 12 hours.

“And T am talking abour all'22 of us. Ir was a

great time of bonding” T
Team member Sum Yuan Liang, a:20-year:
fresh graduate from the School of Life

Chemical Technology (LSCTY added, §Many, of.

—~usised the sime pyjamas for an entire week, and

wore the same clothes for rwo days in a row.
“We appreciate what we have [modern day

amenities], because in Cambodia, the power

supply cuts off ar midnight. There is no short-a.gc

here in Singapore... it was a fantastic éxperience

staying in a rural community.”

Many students found the trip enriching
because they learnt self-reliance.

Elizabeth added, “You became more
independent, learned to tolerate people you

don't agree with and [were] given an opportunity *

to mix with all sorts of people, [from] different
schools in NP”

“Personally, I became more determined in
things like cooking and being organised.”

Apart from the Cambodian expedition, the
School also nised 2 Language Immersion

module for students who are residing with
Japanese families while taking language classes in
Osaka University.

She said it was designed. for students to
“practise Japanese and to force them to speak and
survive” in a Japanese environment, as well as get
over cultural stereotypes.

She commented, “They [Singaporeans] don't
know the real Japanese lifestyle.

“People think that watching Japan Hour is
[knowing] Japan, but actually that is not true. We

+-Other expedition members

don't cat sashimi every day, and we don't go o the

springs every day.
hor:;;:‘sng:iu ?; sec the usual and ordinary
Japanesc lifestyle through these trips.”

Another overseas excursion to India was
conducted in April, led by Ms Elizabeth Mary
‘Thorarajoo, 44, who teaches the module Insight
into India.

She said, “The objective of the programme is
to immerse the students in Indian culture, as well
as to [examine] the ecconomic progress of such
emerging countries.”

According to Ms Thorarajoo, the NP student:
on the immersion trip “suddenly had a new
perspective to India” and there wasa “new learning
awareness in them”.

She also felt that the students picked up the
art of “idea generation” during the rrip.

“The [excursion] itself became a trigger for
[brain-storming].

“We ate not there to offer solutions bur
opportunities to make it out on their own.

“The ideas will come from them, especially
when they start engaging with these new overscas
experiences, they start learning new things.”

Mohamed Farhan Bin Ahmad, 24, a second-
year Electrical Engincering (EE) student said of
the Cambodian expedition, “Going overseas with
the school is a good idea, I would recommend
every NP student to go overseas at least once
What's more; you can mix around with other

people from other schools!™ 54

Lee Fengnian, 20, a final-year MO
student said, “The school should allow for mo::
opportunities for ather students to go on such
expeditions. Such experiences not only put our
physical abilities to test but also challenges our
mental strength.”

Mr Peter Tham, 50, an IS lecturer who led
the team with Mr Wee fondly added, “It is a
learning experience, something thar you will not
get from [a] textbook, something you know you
will obrain in return... and thar is a guarantee.
You will grow.” =

Find Wbr\kon NP’s Campus, Online

BY KATE LIM HWEE LENG
kate.tribune@gmail.com

ffering jobs on-campus, a first for

Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP), and from

external employers since May 31, the
online Career Portal is a boon to-financially-
stretched students. 4 s

Mir Vickneshwaran T., 36, manager of Student
Services Office (SS) explained thar launching the
Career Portal at the start of the new school term
would help to “reach out to students who would'
want to work during the scmester.”

He considered this a. “Ngee Ann initiative”
because it was created in response to “students’
feedback from various channels”.

He explained that the on-campus jobs was
introduced to help students who “have to work
part-time to pay for daily expenses”.

Prior to the Carcer Portal, staff who nceded
students for part-time jobs would normally
approach them directly.

The problem with that approach is students
who need jobs might not know the staff who

require part-timers.

NGEE AN

FOLYTECHNIC

_ NGEE ANN POLYTECHNIC CAREER PORTAL

% HOME JOBSEENER EMPLOYER FAQ STUDENT JOU'S @ W

EW IOBSEEKER
STRATION.

4|

NEW
empiovers. . [
[ cickhers ]

REGISTERED
EMPLOYERS

[ Cickners ]

Emall
s Foredsiobni I ] |

JOBS ON CAMPUS: Career options on and off-campus are available at a glance on this new online facility.

[Picture: Kate Lim Hwee Leng)

Similarly, NP staff might not know cnough
students to fill up the vacancies.

This is especially difficult when part-timers are
required for jobs needing specific skills.

In this new system, jobscekers are required to
register their details with the Career Portal. Their
details will then be reviewed by SS to see if they
are academically strong enough to work while

studying. They will then be matched with jobs
according ta their skills and abilities.

Students can see the description of the on-
campus jobs available and the skills required in
the portal, so that they can respond to the suitable
employment call.

The response has been good so far. At
press time, there were already more than 150
registrations from students. Five students are
already working on jobs in school.

Shila Naidu, 18, a second-year student from

" Mass Communication (MCM), is working as

an administrative staff in the Student Services
Information Centte (SSIC).

The biggest incentive for her to work on
campus is the reduction of travél time from school
to work. However, she chinks chat it would be
berter if publicity for the Career Portal could be
stepped up.

Kenny Cheng Chi Hong, 20, a final-year
Accountancy (ACC) student was unaware of
the Career Portal when interviewed. He has
experienced financial difficulry before and
applauds this new online facilivy. .
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National Accountancy Quiz

BY AMELIA TAN
amelia.tribune@gmail.com

BALANCING THE BOOKS: Winning students from
Outram Secondary School. [Picture: Courtesy of BA}

record number of 800 students from
JA 72 sccondary schools swarmed Ngee
n Polytechnic (NP) for the Narional

Accounting Quiz 2005. '

“It’s the first time we are experiencing a huge

response i such a large scale for chis event in its
second year... last year we had about 700 students,”
said Mrs Anna Yap, 35, a lecturer-in-charge from
the School of Business & Accountancy (BA).

Explaining the increase, she said, “Due to
the success of the first accounting quiz and also
through publicity by the Singapore Society of
Commercial Teachers (SSCT)... more schools
became aware of the event.” .

NP and SSCT are the initiators and organisers
of this national event which is being held for the
second time.

.. Along with the participants, 200 student
"“iﬁdpers from the School of BA, 150 guests, staff
and teachers were also present for this event.

Guests of honour included Ms Chan Lai Koon,
Director of CPA Australia (Singapore), Mr Alan
Gobh, President, Singapore Society of Commercial
Teachers (SSCT) and representatives from main
sponsor Certified Practising Accountants (CPA)
Australia.

Mrs Yap said, “Ngee Ann students were
involved as emcees, helping with the logistics,
traffic as well as marking of the quizzes.”

Jointly organised by BA and SSCT, the event
was held on 25 May at NP's Convention Centre
and the Exam Hall at Block 72 level 2.

Ms Linda Ng, 35, a BA lecturer and quiz

facilitator said in an e-mail interview, “This event |

is a national-level event, where the Singapore
secondary schools that offer Pri nciples of Accounts

were invited to participate.”

NP’s joint partner, the SSCT sent the
invitations ourt to various secondary schools
offering the pre-requisite subject two months
before the National Accounting Quiz.

Despite the competition beifig held during
the exam period for most secondary schools, the
reponse was impressive.

“The response was overwhelming, considering
the fact that the students participating had just
completed their exam,” claimed Ms Ng.

She added, “The quiz comprised of a
preliminary round which had students atctempring

30 multiple choice questions pertaining to’

accounting and a final round. [The final round)
was similar to the popular game show, Who Wants
to be a Millionaire.”

Last year’s quiz included an outdoor adventure
segment where student teams had to take part in
a campus-wide race while answering accounting
based questions.

Ms Ng continued that in addition to winning
autractive prizes, “The National Accounting Quiz
was a good training ground for the secondary
school students, [because] they could apply what
they learnt [in Principles of Accounts) in school
1o good use”.

The winning team was from Outram
Secondary School. The team won $1,000 cash,
a champion trophy, medals and participating
certificates. Last year’s winner was from Ngee

Ann Secondary. ®

Playing With Play Money

BY KUTHSIYYA PEER MOHAMED
kuthsiyya.tribune@gmail com

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY: BE will be using Monapoly to

[Picture: Courtesy of BE|

r I Yhe Building & Environment Division
(BE) of School of Engineering and Hasbro
Singapore Pte Ltd, a world leading toy and

games manufacturer are organising a Monopoly

competition to interest tertiary students in the
real estate business.

“The upcoming Monopoly Campus Challenge,
which offers a top prize of $10,000, will have
qualifying rounds at Suntec City from August 5
10 6. The semi-finals and finals will be held on
August 7.« H ’ .

Following the top prize, the second pnnz&c 5

will be $1,000 and third prize $500. All the top
six winners will have cash rewards. According to
Senior Lecturer Mrs Tan Lay Har, 46, it will be
open to all tertiary students, at least 17 years of
age and own a student card.

Interested parties may register their names
at www.playmonopoly.com.sg. Each registration
costs $10.

The competition builds on BE's success in
running the second annual National Monopoly
School Championship with Hasbro Singapore
Pre Lid.

Kelvin Lam, 29, the project manager of
Magi Business Arena said that he was expecting
a turnout of 5,000 participants for the national

. event.

‘Mrs Graee Quah-Oon Gek Neo, 52, Director
of BE, said, “Property or real estate is an [vital]
part of Singapore’s economy and Monopoly, which
is essentially a real estate game, is an ideal fit for
the students [who] are introduced to terms like
mortgage, rental recurn.” ®

NP’s Alpha Centre Set for Glory

BY JUSTIN DEIMEN
justin.tribune@gmail.com

fter a clean sweep of honours at the Sumo
Az:[cgory of RoboGames 2005, in San
rancisco in March, and winning three
prizes at the Singapore Robotics Games. (SRG)
2005 hosted in Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP)
Convention Centre in May, the Alpha Centre
is all geared up to meet its next challenge in the
Robocup 2005, which is to be held from 13 10 19
July in Osaka, Japan.

Since its inception in 1995, the Alpha
Centre, which is Ngee Ann’s Intelligent Roborics
department,has been competing regularly at local
and international events.

The Alpha Centre is a technology development
centre in the School of Engincering (SoE) and
offers support and resources to its students.

Final-year students from the SoE and the
School of InfoComm Technology (ICT), work
hand-in-hand with their lecturers to create and
maintain the projects for the differenc games held
every year.

“We treat these competitions as a learning

experience for our students as we feel chis is

the best way for them to apply the theories
and knowledge in a practical way outside the

ROAD TO GLORY: Four final-ycar SoE students are all geared up to bring glory to NP in the Robocup 2005 competition.
[Picture: Lim Beng Soon]

classroom,” said Mr Hui Tin Fat, 44, the Manager
of the Alpha Centre.

“Through the support of the Ngee Ann
administrarion, we have been able to participate
in these international competitions.

“[We have been able to put] our best foot

forward because our involvements result in
garnering good publicity for the Polytechnic and
the Alpha Centre.”

Mr Lim Beng Soon, 48, the Supervisor of
the teams at SRG 2005 feels that NP are regional
pioneers in the field of robotics.

He said, “We have been doing well against

the highest level of competition for nearly 10

years. We are considered to be a strong team in
the tournaments we take part in.” Mr Lim sees
winning as a way to “improve NP's image” as it
actracts potential ralent to the Polytechnic.

Tan Kim Wee, a 19-year-old Mechatronic
Engineering (MTE) student who took part in the
recent SRG competition feels the competition has
enriched his learning experience at NP.

He said, “I got a chance to compete against
schools outside of Singapore. They think differencly
and we can probably learn how to innovate new
designs from them, as they are more creative.”

Kim Wee added, “By sending me to these
competitions, the Alpha Centre has prepared me
for more challenges and paved my way to a carcer
in electronics.”

Despite its track record, NP is taking no
chances with the upcoming Robocup 2005,

After their SRG 2005 victory, expectations
are higher for the Alpha Centre as they aim for a
spot in the top three.

Mr Hui is adamant that complacency does
not take root in the team,

“Our fellow compctitors from other schools
are constantly looking to improve, so we have to
as well." g
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Pageantino Only for Freshmen

BY MARK TAN BING JUN
Mark tribune@gmail.com

miscalculation in the response to the

A;vn{mal Pageantino and Hop Nite meant

fewer people enjoyed this year's

improved. programming even though it was
boosted by a better budget.

Only: about 250 students were ac the
Convention Centre on June 3 to see Ngee Anns
own Audio Insanity rock the night playing
songs from different genres such as Progressive
Rock and a fusion of R&B and House. NRA
Scratch also made their debur performance with
a well-coordinated hip-hop ber. Further
performances by the Flat Landers BMX Bikers
and the dance group, 3 Cotints were also'a hit
with the crowd. 2

These were only possible because of a more
generous budget, although the organisers could -
not disclose the actual figures.

“We were able to afford things like a good
emcee and also have free ice-cream [from Walls]
for all these who came. We had abou 450 sticks of
ice cream,” said See Chee How, 20, the Students
Union president.

With more to offer those who attended, it
was a pity that the event was only supported by a
turnout of 250 students, a far cry from last year’s
400 students.

The final-year Banking & Financial Services
(BES) student explained thar the Union was,

instructed not to sell tickets to any sccond- and ' i the event, ticket sales were ‘h'a‘.!.m‘l":g breyent an’

third-year students: for the event l:geca"'ﬁs: of.

ALL SMILES: The studs and glamourettes can't contain their happiness despite the poor tirnout. (Pictare: Low Youjinl

the overwhelming response to the Freshmen
Orientation Camp (FOC).
All 700 who attended the FOC were given free
tickets to the Pagemr.ino‘and H_op Nite: S
Belicying thar most of them would'attend -

“overflow of students artending-an-event tirgeted

primarily at integrating freshmen into the school
through making new friends. 3
“The freshies were well-informed of the C\%‘l(,
so we expected a lot more to come, plus they had
free entry,” Chee;How:said. i
He added thac lack of publicity could also

have affected attendance. ~

Chee How said. “There was only one banner
for the event”™.

First-year Electronic 8 Computer Engincering
(ECE) student, Ng Xuan Yi, 17, said that she felt
that “the turnout was pretty decent.,. most of the
people there went to support their friends”.

She also commented that the host was really
funny bu fele the Hop Nite “should have [had)
more games where the crowd could interact so
that the event would allow students 1o make more
[new friends]”.

Last year's Mrand Ms Ngee Ann, second-year
Mass Communication (MCM).students; Richel
Xie, 23, and Sarah Ng Li-Wen, 20, and final-year
Mechanical Engincering (ME) student and the
Students’ Union (SU) vice-president, James Tan
Jun Yuan, 20, formed the judging panel.

The pageant segment drew cheers from the
crowd, who spurred the contestants on throtighour
their dance performances.

Judging the contestants based on their
personal style, spontaneity, ability to engage
the audience and beauty, the judges crowned
Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering (CBE)
freshman, Eddie Loke Jun Wei, 17, Mr Ngee Ann
and Business Studies (BS) freshman, Tow Xin Yi,

17, Ms Ngee Ann. “Only four of my friends came
to support me and all the other contestants are so

2good. I really didn't expect to win,” Xin Yi said.

Despite a disappointing turnout, Chee How
said he “still considered. the event 2 big success™.
He explained that'despite the poor turour, the
participants still had a good time. m

Channel NP: Coming to a Laptop Near You

BY NUR IDAYU SUPARTO
idayu tribune@gmail.com

ther people on campus could be
O watching you pregent your works by the
end of the academic year.

Thatis when the Teaching & Learning Centre
(TLC) will be launching a new online broadcast
channel that will serve as a unified platform to
showcase the works of Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP) students.

Mr Ch'ng Beng Hin, 54, the Deputy Director
of TLC, belieyes the move will also put Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) at the forefront of innovative
learning as it is unprecedented among local
institutions for coming up with such educational
tools and techniques.

“As far as we know, no local institution has
tried this out yet. Thar's because this type of video
streaming puts a greater demand for a receiving
device,” he added.

< NP is the only polytechnic that makes it
mandatory for students to own laptops.

He added, “What makes us unique is [that]
we have the production capacity, our own video
production crew, video archives.”

“[Meanwhile.] our audience have the receiving
end, which are the notebooks.”

Channel NP, is being pilot-tested and will
be airing recorded foorage of students’ business
presentations, short films, final-year projects and
community projects.

The TLC, which develops and manages
teaching and learning initiatives, hopes that these
educational programmes will engage students to

slearn innovarively.

Mr Ch'ng said, “It is to enrich the learning
experience for the community at large.

“We want to extend classroom learning ro.
NP students now.”

The move is also in line with the government’s
efforts to develop Singapore as a media hub.

“We certainly hope to contribute to thatsince
Singapore is working towards becoming a media
hub,” Mr Ch’ng'said .

The journey forward is not without challenges.
For now, the Chanriel NP team has to contend
with the sheer range of notebooks being used on
campus and how that affects the broadcast quality
for the receiver. ' i

It 40 marketing challenge
we must be relevant
dents. Without a
are sure in
t ers ovetr.

Mr Ch’ng Beng Hin, 54, Depi
Teaching & Learning

“We have to conduct events to reach out to
students and say ‘This is the type of notebook
you should use to ger the signal.” Thar phase is
important to us,” he explained.

Although Channel NP is capable of beaming

out its broadcast to the entire campus, he noted
that certain notebooks, such as older notebooks,
or those that have neither enough Random Access
Memory (RAM) capacity, nor an updated wireless
driver, may not be able to receive,the broadcasts.

In-addition, certain configiirations within
the laptop, such as firewall protection settings,
could also prevent students from receiving the
broadcast, ;

While TLC does plan to air “live” broadcasts
in future, for its introductory stages, the channel
will be broadcasting recorded programmes.

" “Ourideal s to do “live” broadcasts but we're
not ready ye. Now the screen is small and ic's not
true broadcast quality. We hope that in two o
three years’ time, we can position all the notebooks
to have broadcast qualiry.”

To do this, TLC plans to set up a ‘Students
Help Desk’ in July to help students configure their
laprops. This will ensure that they can receive the
broadcast content.

The 24/7 channel, to be accessed at hap://enp.

* np.edu.sg, makes use of existing resources such

as NP's intranet to broadcast its programmes to
students’ laptops.

When the quality of the channel is stabilised
and ready for its launch, the broadcast timeslots
will be divided among the various schools to
showease their students’ works. -

Even though the channel is “purely
educational”, Mt Ch'ng believes students will
take a keen approach to it.

“It’s a marketing challenge but we must be
relevant to the students. Wichour a doubt, we are
sure we'll win the viewers over,” he said.

Some might question the need for another

campus channel as NP already has Campus
Television (CTV), run by final-year Mass
Communication (MCM) students, which airs at
Canteen One.

MrCh'ng, however, foresees no unconquerable
battle for ‘eyeballs’ once the channel commences
its broadcast. *

_ Hebelieves the two can co-exist simultaneously
without compromising each other's objectives.

He explained, “We're not compering. There's
no conflict. CTV is a wonderful platform for
students to learn how to run a station but for the
audience, the limitations are many.

“Basically, we want to leverage on the
notebooks that the students have. We want to
make maximum use of the platform.”

CTV's lecturer-in-charge, Mr Tan Heng Han,
35, toldTribung he agreed.

“It with € great thar there is Channel NP as
there are also other works from other schools.
For example, ICT [has] a video and audio
fundamental module where students produce
their own videos.”

He added, “It would be a great gateway for
students’ work to be shown,”

Mr Tan also clarified that CTV would not
adjust;its programming,.

“CTV started offas a hip, carpus television. It
would be difficalt to run educational programmes
[in ic).”

Both Mr Ch'ng and Mr Tan are keen to
collaborate. The latter is inerested in rapping on
the eyeballs drawn by Channel NP for CTV's
programmes and student work in the School of
Film & Media Studies (EMS), which have lacked
a sustained medium for showease. m
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NP’s Musical Scene Flourlshes

BY AMANDA LIM
Amanda.tribune@gmail.com

The Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) Concert Band
has recently “delivered” a group of musical babies,
with new and smaller interest groups being set up
within ics ranks, such as the Percussion Ensemble,
Brass Quintet and Combo band performing in the

CCA Fiesta and the Arts Camp, that were held *

just before the semester began. *

The President of the NP Concert Band, final- | g

year Electrical & Computer Enginecring (ECB)
student, Merrill Chia, 19, said, “Our purpose
of showing the freshmen all our various smaller
interest groups is to let them know that the band
is not justa boring concert band, and that musical
instruments can be used to play more than only
on kind of music.”

The recruitment strategy has worked for Brian
Teo, yﬁrst—year Biotechnology (BIO) student,
who P]'"Cd the Concert Band. *

He said, “I was impressed by the number of
differe nt interest groups that the band formed; I
didn'thave thatin my secondary school. 1 hope to
take over the seniors after they: step down,”

He was one of 47 new recruits the musical
group has signed up.

The committec has expressed their satisfaction
with the number, of freshmen they have signing
upfor the band this year, but welcome any more
students who wish to sign up for it.

“The percentage of newcomers in the band is
much higher compared ro last year, when we only
had slighcly more than 15 new recruits,” said Jasper
Guo, the vice-chairman’of the band’s thmi'n

" “Orientation Committee for.this year,

HOME-GROWN TALENTS: szg Composnrg Club’s Audio Insanity showcasing NP talent out of campus.
[Picture: Courtesy of Hoh Wei Jlan]

Morale is high within the musical community
in NP

One of its stars, Hoh Wei Jian, 20, has been
lmpItSsng viewers on MediaCorp’s latest local
Mandarin smgmgcompcuuon Project Superstar.
Having beaten 4,000 hopefuls to make'it to
the top 24 on the Channel U programme, the
former president of NP'’s Song Composing Club

 (SSC); used o flood NP's [tture theatreswwich -

his incredible voice.

Understandably, the recent NP graduate
artributes his current success to the time he spent
as a student here.

He said, “A lot of us started very small, but the
school created many opportunities for us to excel,
like organising trips and gigs for us, and (this)
really helped boost my confidence.”

Some of these opportunities have scen the

weGultural Activities & Social Service Club (CASSC)
mcIudmg ‘grotipstlike the Harmonica  Troupe,

Chinese Orchestra, Choir, Dance Group and
Stage Art Group — go to Kuala Lumpur (KL) in
April for a music exchange programme with three
high schools.

70 students went for the trip.

The Chinese Orchestra (CO) then sent five
members to Perth, Australia, in May together with
various CCAs like the New Revolving Age (NRA),
SCC and others.

Four of the five members are soloists on the
Yang Qin, Pi Pa, Zhong Ruan, and Di Zi. Each
of the students paid only $60 for the four-day
trip around KL.

Clubs have also been invited to take part in
many performances outside campus.

These include activities like Youth Alive!
2005, a competition for musical groups or
solo singers and WASBE International, an
international music exchange programme for
wind bands, where the concert band will host a
high school band from Taiwan in July.

Many stage bands formed among NP students
have also enjoyed success in annual nationwide
competitions such as JamX.

Last year, the champion of this competition
was a band from NP called Soul’D Qut - its
members were from the Concert Band. This year,
Audio Insanity (Wei Jian is part of it), 2 band from
the Song Composing Club (SCC), dinched third
prize in the same competition.

The students in NP have definitely shown a lot
more passion driven towards their music recently,
and taking Wei Jian as an example, NP looks set

to produce talent competent enough to contend

with iﬁebstnﬁl;cihdmry.l

The Amphlblous Race

BY EUNICE CHIA
eunice.tribune@gmail com

quathlon an event-sport that consists of

A:)o[h swimming and running is the latest

ddition to Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP)

sports scene and looks set to inspire much of the
student population.

Despite being set up just this May semester,
according to the Student Development Officer,
Mr Edmund Oh, 34, Aquathlon Challenge, has
been around in NP for two years.

‘Said 34-year-old Mr, Oh, “This event was

- started last year and our aim was to invite

secondary school students to the Aquathlon
Challenge. We wanted to do it twice a year so that
it would coincide with the Open House.” .

In the recent two years, NP has been holding
‘invitatjonal secondary school competitions as well
as the Aquathlon Challenge. These competitions
have been receiving a good response of about 90
participants every time.

Added Mr Oh, “Based on the feedback we
get from the school teachers, the sccondary school
students were keen on such competitions.”

Given the sport’s popularity and the
tremendous response during the Aquathlon
Challenge, sccond-year Accountancy student
Xylia Chen, 18, President of the Club and her
committee members proposed to set up the
Aquathlon Club as a CCA.

Aquathlon is a sport for both the mind and
body. With its rigorous training programme
in place, Aquathlon trains an mdlwdunl to be
physically fit and mentally strong,

Explaining how intensive the programme can
get, Xylia said, “Our training programme consists
of four phases.

“The first phase consists of [running] one
rotnd in campus and ten laps of swimming in
the pool. The second phase consists of one round
in campus, 16 laps in the pool and five rounds
around the track.

“The third phase consists of two rounds in
campus and 24 laps in the pool.

“The fourth phase consists of three rounds
in campus, 30 laps in the pool and three rounds
around the track.”

Despite these tough and tedious training
programmes, there were many enquires from
students at the Aquathlon booth which was set
up at Canteen Two, and several even took up the
challenge by joining the club.

According to the Vice President of Aquathlon,
Ryan Loh, 23, a final-year Electrical Computing
Engineering student, -there are 10 committee
members and 17 newly recruited membets in
the club.

He said that the club hopes to aim for 50
members or more so that funding for the club
will be “justified”.

Both Xylia and Ryan share the same vision for
Aquathlon and hope that their members become

“all rounders” and to share a common goal in
wanting to win accolades for the school.

Students interested in joining Aquathlon can
call Xylia at 93861974 or contact any Aquathlon
committee member. &

PSF’s Caesar’s Ballad

BY JUSTIN DEIMEN
justin.tribune@gmail.com

first musical, The Ides of March, at Ngee
Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) Convention Centre
on 19 August.

The Ides of March will not only be PSF’s
first musical but also Singapore’s first large-scale
musical rendition of William Shakespeares play.
Julius Caesar.

The musical chronicles the events surrounding
and following The Ides of March which simply
means the 15th of March.

In the original play, Julius Caesar’s dssassination

Poly Stage Factor (PSF) will be staging its

“Its essence and corc remains bur slight
changes [have been made] just to introduce
tension and romance into the political piece.

“This was done to create some mass appeal
among the campus as politics and period picces
like this would not normally cater to the majority
of the crowd.

“We are convinced that we have made it more
interesting for more people.”

For a musical of this magnitude, help was
sought from the entire campus during the
auditions held from February through March
this year.

Shaifulbahri is confid

that they have found

on this day triggersa series of events that forms the
principle storyline in the musical.

Mohamad Shaifulbahri, 19, who serves as the
musical’s playwrighr, director and one of its actors
said, “The idea came to us in December 2004 when
the PSF club members decided to do a musical for
our next project.

“Somewhere along the discussion, we joked
about doing a musical on Julius Cacsar.

“This joke then materialised into something
concrete and since I had previous experience [with]
Shakespeare’s works, I cook on the task of writing
for the production.”

The final-year Early Childhood Education
(ECH) student feels that the PSF's adaptation of
the play will be “unlike anything that anyone will
have experienced before”, .

He added, “The story for the musical will not
be a straight translation of Shakespeare’s original
but will incorporate other elements.

the right cast and crew for this adaptation.

He said, ““We have had to concentrate more .
on our stage presence and obviously the vocals...
We need to keep check of our cast as we have a
much larger one this time around, up to 50 people
could be involved.

“PSF have also worked on the lyrics for
the musical and the score was composed by a
professional that was hired.”

Shaifulbahri hopes that the students give the
musical “a chance”.

He said, “This is a musical chat will be muldi-
layered and professionally done. I hope that the
audience will absorb and digest Shakespeare in
a fun medium and take away [with them] an
unforgettable experience.”

As Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s resident English
drama society, the PSF had also staged owo plays
last Seprember for charity, Bottled Dreams and
Hide It for the President’s Challenge Week. »
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NPDB All Geared Up for Com

BY EUNICE CHIA
eunice.tribune@gmail com

he Ngee Ann Dragon Boat (NPDB) team’s

I recent win over Temasck Polytechnic

(TP), in the Institute-Varsity-Polytechnic

(TVP) hears during the Singapore Dragon Boat

Festival, has given Ngee Ann dragon boaters a

boost in the run-up to July’s IVP race, according
to the team’s coach, 28-year-old Lynus Heng.

NPs sleck win over TP at the Sth National

Dragon Boat Championship 2005 was especially
sweet, since TP snatched the third position from
NP during the IVP heats. This destroyed NP’s
dream of making it to the finals.

Last November, at the IVP heats, NP was
enjoying a clear lead over TP, until the final
minutes rolled in and Temasek’s boat cur into
Ngee Ann's lane colliding with the team, causing
NPDBs boat to capsize and dashing their hopes
of making it to the top three where only the best
wo timings of each heat and the best third timing
among the heats get to enter the finals.

Ngee Ann got the chance to make a comeback
ac the TP Invitational Polytechnic Race category
at the Dragon Boat Championship on June 11 a
Bedok Reservoir.

Oliver Goh, 18, president of NPDB, and
a final-year Civil Environmental Enginecring
(CEE) studen, said, “We just wanted to clear our
heads... we never actually thoughr about beating
them [TP). We [just] wanted to conquer our fears
abour capsizing.”

iards a good win for the
s year. And we’re not
think about what
last year giliths

PR 2 SRR o

Weére définitely worléz'ngV

VERY HIGH FIVE: NPDB’s win over TP's Dragon Boat team at the recent 5th National Dmgun‘ Boat Championship puts team members 0ntlouid nine. [Pictare: Eunice Chial

The Men's ceam edged out the only other two
contenders in the category - Singapore Polytechnic
(S5P) and TP - by a boat's length and came in first
with a timing of 2.35.48 at Bedok Resevoir.

However, the Ladies’ team did not perform as
wel, trailing behind TP and Nanyang Polytechnic,
coming in third place.

In firm NPDB tradition, the ladies are using

+ their defeat to spur them on in their training for

the upcoming race. They are looking to achieve
similar success like the Men’s team.

Said Tham See Yee, 18, a final-year Business
Studies (BS) student and Secretary of the NPDB
team, “It is a rough gauge of where the Ladies’
team stand among the other competing polys ar
this moment. From here, we will work [much]
harder and cover up the gaps between the top
two polys.

B Y ! R L

“We belicve we will perform better in the
upcoming July race.”

According to Oliver, the team learnt from
mistakes made during trainings and is confident
thatboth the Mens' and Ladies’ team will achieve
good results.

He said, “We need to learn to conquer
ourselves first before challenging others.

“We're definitely working towards a good
win for the [VP this year. And we're not trying
to think about what happened last year with TP
We're trying to [put that behind us] and conquer
new [frontiers].”

“[Right now] we're looking to close the
8ap with the universities and [polys] to achieve
personal satisfaction.” .

Established in 1985 with just 20 men in the
team, NPDB has come a long way since its early

New Plan to Give Every Club its Own

BY AMANDA LIM
Amanda.tribune@gmail.com

lubs and societies located at the Sports
CCompl:x (Block 18) are currently

experiencing crammed and 4mall
clubrooms, due to the shortage of space.

According to Mr Siow Chow Sid, Manager
of the Student Development & Alumni Relations
Office, the school is already looking at ways to hel P
turn around this situation.

There are about two new CCAs which are
formed every year.

The number of facilities needed to
accommodate the growing number of Co-
Curricular Activities (CCAs), however, has not
developed in tandem.

Clubs that need rooms and studios to practise

are often found clamouring to book the limited
number of facilities that are available to them,
And it is usually the five music rooms in

Block 72 and the Sports Complex that see intense

competition for bookings since they are used by
more than 10 clubs in NP

CCAssuch as the New RevolvingAge (NRA)
Dance Club and Dance Sport have to share a
room at the Sports Complex (Block 16). Other
clubs have to conténd with the music rooms at
Block 73.

To make things worse, the regular competition
between clubs for rooms heightens during certain
times of the year.

18-year-old Rebecca Tay, a second-year
Mulkiimedia Computing (MMC) student and
NRA member, said, “The bookings and schedules

petition

»

beginnings and has become one of the most fearful
teams on local waters.

Previous achievements include 2 Bronze medal
and a Silver Medal in the IVP Men caregory in
November 2003 and June 2004 respectively.

The women's tcam scored a Silver medal and
a Bronze in the [VP Ladies category in November
2003 and June 2004 respectively.

The men’s and the women's team each scored
itself a Plate Final in the Open Men's and Open
Ladies’ categories.

With the win over TP at the Dragon Boat
Championship under the belr, the team looks set

to reposition itself and give its competitors a run
for their money.

This event was organised by Singapore Dragon
Boat Assaciation, Singapore Spores Council and
supported by TP m

clash when we have our competitions coming up...
[During such times, we'll] schedule our trainings
[by avoiding] the room when other clubs use it.
For example, we schedule our trainings on other
days other than Tuesdays because Dance Sport
uses [the common CCA room] then.”

Mr Siow, 46, the manager for the Student
Development & Alumni Relations Office, said,
“The rooms are not being utilised during the
afternoons. Everyone wants to use the rooms from
Gpm to 9pm.” S

He added, “the immediate way our would be
for the different clubs o re-schedule and stagger
their training. If some clubs can find 2 common
break time and have their trainings from 3pm to
Gpm on weekdays, the music rooms and dance
studios will be more fully utilised then.”

Clubhouse

However, despite such obstacles some
CCAs are excelling in their ficlds with many
achievements and honours being raked in thanks
to the excellent environment. (Refer to NP’
Musical Scene Flourishes, pagel1).

To relieve the clubs of their prablems. the
school is now looking to renovate and restrucrure
the whole of Block 18, which is next to the Sports

- Complex, next year.

Block 18 will then be used by the CCA
groups for the sole purpose of having practice
and training sessions. This plan will allow each
club to have their own space and clubhouse. This
will translate into the sparts clubs getting bigger
roems than they already have.

This plan also hopes to integrate the Sports
and Cultural clubs and societies, ®
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