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The Great NP Reshuffle

Adding to the physical changes Ngee Ann Polytechnic has undergone over the past two years, several schools have been relocated to ‘
create an enhanced polytechnic environment. REHANA JAFIR and KAY-LENE TAN find out more...
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an (effort. toy make better use’ of Ngee
Ann Polyrtechnic’s:: (NP) resources, _staff
and students of four schools were and will
be relocated to new premises, causing mixed

reactions among their staff and students.

Those involved are from the School of Life
Sciences & Chemical Technology (LSCT), the
Early Childhood.Eddcation Programme (ECH),
the School of Engineering (SoE) and the School
of Film & Media Studies (FMS).

Mr Mui Cheng Hock, 53, Director of the
Estate Management Office (EM), said the move
was introduced to maximise the use of space
within NP and to ‘meet the changing focus of
polytechnic education. !

“Engineering used to" be the core of

[polytechnic] edication [and] most of our
resources were catered towards the engineering
faculties. Right now though, the other aspects of
polytechnic education are growing too, and we
have to make changes to cater to other schools as
well,” Mr Mui explained.
_He added that in line with the increasing
attention given to the life sciences industry in
Singapore, NP’s LSCT would need more space
to accommodate their new Health Sciences
diploma, starting next academic year.

NP Principal, Mr Chia Mia Chiang, 52,
explained that the bigger picrure behind the
moving was to “refresh, renew the campus and
keep up with changes”.

A happy outcome of the recent reorganisation
of SoF, he said, was “we freed up the equivalent
of four blocks for other schools to use”. Facilities
were then moved sequentially as one move made
way for another.

What looks to the outsider as a case of
office musical chairs is acrually, “A systematic
identifying of needs, secking the relevant funds
{from the Ministry of Education (MOE)] after
putting up proposals,” Mr Chid added.

Mrs Ang Beng Wah, Director of the Finance
Office, revealed in an c-mail interview that NP

has spent “$1.3 million to accommodate the
changes in the School of Engineering”, adding
that “$5.3 million has been set aside by MOE for
the School of LSCT and FMS” relocation plans.

LSCT confirmed that at least $1.5 million
had been spent on moving the school’s
laboratories, while it will cost FMS, about $1.4
million o relocate their facilities, including
existing television and radio studios ar Block 27.

While chis looks like a lot of expense, Mrs
Ang said, “But compared to our original plan to
construct two buildings to house FMS and LSCT,
at an estimarted cost of about $33 million, the
relocation seems a much more prudent move.”

Mr Chia stressed that this expenditure is not
at the expense of the regular running expenses of
the polytechnic. L

The relocation initiative began in the first
half of 2003. Coinciding with the SARS zoning
procedure, EMS staff moved from their office at
Block 23 to both the third floor of Block 52 and
sixth floor of Block 53, occupying office space
vacated by IS lecturers there who were relocated
to the respective schools they served. When the
FMS office consolidated in level three of Block
52, the displaced IS staff moved back to their old
office, -'

NP is more than midway through the
move, with the School of LSCT, staff of Quality
Management Enginecering (QME) and the ECH
Programme slated to move before the start of the
2006 academic year. ‘

EE: Block 80, 81 & 83 to Block 23
While some schools get more space, others,
like the Electrical Engineering (EE) Division of
SoE, must adjust to a smaller site at Block 23.
EEs Deputy Direcror Mdm Lim Geok
Choo, who is in her mid-40s, said thar while it
was a culture shock in the beginning, staff and

‘students are adjusting to the new location.

“Initially, it was quite difficult for us, as
we are quite used to the privacy [of Blocks 80,

81 and 83]. We even had our own study arcas
that were extremely spacious. We even had our
own canteen almost— the SIM cafeterias were a
favourite among the staff and students.”

Second-ycar EE student Ridza Mohd Sham,
23, agreed. “The surroundings over at our old
blocks were much, much beter. It was really the
best place. It was just us. Over here now, we have
to share some facilities with other courses even.”
EE shares three laboratories with the Electronic
& Computer Engincering (ECE) Division.

Mdm Lim also revealed that the labs at Block
23 were slightly smaller and the EE technicians
had 10 plan meticulously to ensure the new labs
could accomodate all their equipment.

Still, the EE move now puts the division
closer to the hearr of campus. “Back at the old
blocks, we would hardly even go to the Library
or the sports stadium, but now, it’s so much more
convenient,” Mdm Lim commented.

Moving to a smaller site is no indication that
ecring divisions are ij_Ecrin 5 she said,

¢ the EE‘stiident base has always been
g, and university intake and job demand for
engineering students have dlways been good.

“Is just right now, the ‘interests of the
students. are ‘changing, and they have a wider
selection of courses to choose from.”

-LSCT: Blocks 34 & 35 to Blocks 80, 81 & 83

Dr Hedy Goh, a senior LSCT lecturer in her
early 40s, said, “We are all looking forward to
moving into our new area. Over here [Block 35),
we are quite restricted with our [laboratories) and
classroom spaces.

“Our’ Horticultural and  Landscape
Management (HLM) students sometimes have
to make trips down to the Botanical Gardens to
have tutorials, because we simply do not have the
space to have our own garden [in NP].”

LSCT’s new location allows for five more
labs and a proposed garden at Carpark H, giving
students a “complete learning environment”.

Some students were not too excited about
the move, but saw its necessity. Rao Danxian, 18,
a second-year Biotechnology (BIO) student said,
“It’s necessary because [LSCT] is expanding. I
was not totally excited about the move at first
because I have fond memories at our old site. But
the move will be good for our future students
coming in.”

Another second-year BIO student, Ng Yan
Jun, 18, said, “I initially did not like the idea ac
all. [Blk 80, 81, 83] are isolated and it will cause
alot [to rebuild] our greenhouses at [blk 34]. But
now [ realise we'll have a better food sclection
[with] Galileo cafe and the SIM cafeteria.”

FMS: Block 23 to Block 53 Level 6 to Block 52
Level 3, to Block 53 Level 7 §

EMS staff may finally have a place to call
home after moving three rimes in two years.

Some of the staft, originally working at Block
23, moved to Block 53, level six in 2003. The
following semester, they joined most of their
colleagues at the third floor of Block 52.

This semester, that group moved once more,
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