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( :Iosc on the heels of pre-Christmas charity
drives, another slew of fundraising
activities saw Ngee Ann Polytechnic

(NP) students united in bringing donmons, this

time to tsunami victims.

In one drive alone, NP student volunteers
collected about $10,000 and over 300 boxes of
basic survival items over a three-day period.

While most students were out enjoying the
last day of 2004, over 100 NP students spent
their New Year’s Eve packing and transporting
relief items for some of the countries hit by the
devastating sunami that struck off the coast of
Sumatra on 26 December 2004.

NP’s donated goods went to Sri Lankan
victims while the cash donations were given to
the Red Cross Society, for Indonesia.

The NP effort was part of a national and
worldwide effort to bring relief to victims in
tsunami-hit countries. At press time, the deach

ﬁll'hzdcmmd the 155,000 mark.

“Several days after the sunami struck, there
was overwhelming fesponse frorh student grotips

who helped set up donation drives. These -

included the Ngee Ann Polytechnic Students’
Union (NPSU), the School of Business &
Accountancy’s (BA) community outreach arm,
‘BA Community And Reachout Endeavours (BA
CARES), and the Film & Media Studies Society
(FMSS), as well as other Co-Curricular Activities
(CCA) groups like the NP Outward Bounders.

The Student Development and Alumni
Relations (SDAR) Office coordinated all efforts
to better channel volunteers’ encrgies and
resources, The result was an NP-wide effort
where students and staff rallied together as a
concerned community.

29 to 31 December 2004 @ The Atrium

The fourth day of the disaster marked the
first round of donations, through a campus-wide
drive led by NPSU, the NP Outward Bounders
and NP Sports Club.

NP staff and students made 2 becline for the
collection booth at the Atrium throughout the
day, dropping off relief items.

Necessities like canned food, instant noodles,
water purification tablets and the equivalent of
700 5-kg bags of rice were collected.

The 50 packing boxes provided by the Estate
Management Office (EM) proved insufficient due
to the generosity and students had to source for
more frond the Ngee Ann Polytechnic Consumer
Co-operative Society Limited (NP Co-op) stores
and canteens.

Thiscollection ended at 1pm on 31 December
2004 and was delivered to the Singapore Sinhala
Buddhist Association through Melissa Guna
Desa, 23, a 2002 Mass Communication (MCM)
graduate. These were flown to Sri Lanka.

Melissa had made an appeal to her school
after receiving an e-mail regarding relief efforts of
her temple, Sri Lankaramanya Buddhist Temple,

which she forwarded to NP Principal Mr Chia

Mia Chiang. Mr Chia informed the Director
of Corporate Communications, Mrs Yeoh-Looi
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- NP Students and Staff Rally
in Aid of Tsunami Victims

Nurul-Qursyiah Ismail and Shereena Sajeed take a look at how students have come together to support survivors

UNITED IN CHARITY: BA students were among many diverse groups collecting and packing relief goods in the hope of
sending them to tsunami victims by the first dawn of 2005. (picture. Nurul-Qursynah lsmail]

Mei Fong, who organised the donation drive.

Said Mr Chia in an e-mail interview, “The
heartwarming response of our students. reflects
their kindness and compassion towards their
fellow beings. It was touching to see them hard at
work on 30 and 31 December — sorting, packing
and loading the collected items onto trucks. The
immense human tragedy has brought out the
best in our students.”

Jason Mak Weng Mun, 20, the Vice-
President of NP Outward Bounders and a
final-year Business Studies (BS) student, was
supportive of the donation drive because he felt
that “something had to be done™,

Jason, who was also in charge of the collection
booth at the Atrium, added that clothing
donations were rejected, as a lot of time and
manpower were needed to check the condition
of and pack the clothes. So clothes received went
to the BA CARES drive at Canteen One.

About 40 students, mostly from other
co-organisers, came to help at the booth and
“manpower was not a problem,” Jason said.

Mr lan Wong, 28, a Student Affairs officer
from SDAR, who will be making a cash donation
himself, was “very pleased thar all the students
and staff gave a lending hand”.

29 to 31 December 2004 @ Canteen One

While the collection drive was in full swing
at the Atrium, BA CARES also set up their own
donation drive at Canteen One, and met their
target of $10,000 raised by the time collections
closed at 5pm.

Staff and students from BA also collaborated
with the Andrew and Grace Home, a home for
troubled youths, and Operation Blessings, a
non-profit humanitarian organisation, to collect

clothes and canned food for the tsunami victims.
These collections were channelled to the Young
Men’s Christian Association (YMCA).

Ms Joyce Tang, 40, a lecturer in charge of BA
CARES, was touched by the “spirit of compassion
and voluntecrism” shown by student volunteers.
About 60 to 70 students were involved in the
three-day drive, she said.

Caryn Goh, 18, a BA CARES committee
member and a second-year BS student, noted the
experiences they gathered from previous overseas
community trips went a long way in helping
them to organise their efforts in such a short
time.

Beyond 3 January: Around NP .

NPSU Vice-President James Tan Jun Yuan,
19, confirmed that another donation drive will
take place on 6 and 7 January, and will be a
collaboration of all academic societics.

The final-year Mechanical Engineering (ME)
student said student leaders from these societies
will make rounds at lectures and tutorials with
tin cans to ask for cash donations.

A giant coin box will be placed at the Atrium
and all cash or cheque donations collected will be
given directly to the Red Cross Sociery.

Details for later relief efforts were sketchy
at press time, but Tribune understands the Film
& Media Studies Society (FMSS) and School of
InfoComm Technology (ICT) planned fund-
raisers for 3 to 7 and 10 to 14 January. Donors
to the latter will enjoy novel benefits such as a car
wash or entry to a gaming competition. M

LATEST: Read of NP lecturer’s first-hand
experiences with urgent relief efforts in Krabi,
Thailand @ www. theurbanwive.com.

Vummt, 3

IN THIS ISSUE

Page 8

Page 12

Ngee Ann Polytachnic’s campus newspaper

-Issue 1 - February 2005




focus-editorial

| BY CHEN WEILI

! weili_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

| Y cis nice to know that in times of great need,
| f people are willing to put their differences
| A aside and work for the same cause.

| - I'm referring of course, to the Asian tsunami
| disaster that struck on 26 December 2004,
l devastating Aceh in Indonesia, the Maldives,
' Somalia, Sri Lanks, Tamil Nadu in India, Phuket

in Thailand, and Penang in Malaysia.

! Th s were left homeless and tens of
| thousands more missing, with the death toll
; rising steadily. The United Nations predicts that

| iewill take up to 10 years for affected countries to

|
|

Dawn of New Hope

recover. Basic necessities like food, clean drinking
water, fuel and clothes arc in short supply.

Countries fromall over the globe. disregarding
ideological differences, rallied around to send aid
worth at least US$3 billion (5$4.94 billion) at
press time to help victims. Japan has pledged up
0 US$500 million,

Back on campus, Tribune had wanted to
launch a charity drive to deliver relief goods to
tsunami-hit countries by the first dawn of 2005.
But before we could go further, we discovered
the BA Community And Reachout Endeavours
(BA CARES), the Film 8& Media Studies Society
(FMSS) and a few other Co-Curricular Activities
(CCA) clubs like NP Ourward Bounders had
already pooled their efforts to work with the
Ngee Ann Polytechnic Students' Union (NPSU)
and Student Development and Alumni Relations
(SDAR) Office to collect relief items and
monetary donations for the victims.

Sure, we were disappointed at not being able
to spearhead charity efforts, despite having some
exciting ideas, buc I encouraged my colleagues to
sign up as volunteers because it didn't matter who
organised this, as long as the cause benefitted.

The fact that other student organisations
are working together to run charity drives is

a sign that unity is very much alive in the NP
communiry. That's good news and it's something
we can all be proud of.

While we par our backs, let’s not forget to
consider what sort of damage our little island
would have borne had the land mass of Sumatra
not been there to shield us from the tsunami.

Judging from the geographical location of
our island, Tuas seems the most likely target of
tidal demolition, had we stood directly in the
tsunami’s path. Can anyone of us imagine the
sort of chain effect it would have had on our
cconomy and lives?

And the fact that we were having our school
term during December for the first time, which
made so many of us grouchy, potentially saved
many of us who might otherwise have been
holidaying in our neighbouring countries.

[wice spared by circumstances beyond
our control, how can our hearts not fill with
gratitude and how can we nor do what lirtle we
can to comfort and provide for the people who
have lost families and friends in the disaster?

We hope that by the time Tribune goes to print,
NP charity drives will be successfid, owing to your
generous donations. @

Fret Over
Fee Hike?

BY ROGER LOW
roger_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

$100 in the 2005/2006 academic year.
Tribune found mixed reactions actoss the
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) campus.

Polytcchnic school fees are set to rise by

“I think a lot of people are well-to-do, so $100
is not too much. But... those who are working
[their way] through school... will be the most
affected ones.”

- Diana johars, 17, a first-year Early Childhood
Education (ECH) student

“We have already enrolled, so if they were to
increase [the fees], they should increase [for]...
the new intake... it is somehow unfair to [current
students].”

- Tan Winnie, 18, a second-year Electronic &
Te ication Engineering (ETE) student

S

“I'm paying [school fees] through my fathers
[Central Provident Fund] CPE.. My father is
already 50-plus... His retirement [age] is around
55... If I cut [more from] his CPFE, then what is
he left with?”

- Nangaiyarkkarsi dlo Silvam, 21, a second-year
Business Studies (BS) student

“I [have] got to work part-time [because of the
school fees increase]... which sucks especially
[when] you are in [Mass Communication]...
there is hardly time for anything... so it is going
to be very, very difficule.”

- Christine Cheong, 18, a second-year Mass
Communication (MCM) studemt

“When I go out to work, I'll be the one paying
[my parents] back. So, [the increase] it's actually
all right to me.” |

- Lim Jie Shi, 18, a first-year Internetworking &
Communications (INC) student
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Jail For lllegal Software Downloads

BY ROGER LOW
roger_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

jail ‘term ‘of up to six months and a
Aix:e of up to $20,000 for downloading
pyrighted files is making Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) students reconsider their
actions when it comes to “ripping off” music,
movies and software.

The Copyright Act was amended from
1 January, to come down hard on people who
obtain illegal file downloads.

“Previously, only the company can be fined.
So for the first time, under the amended Act,
[the] copyright infringer can face jail terms, just
like thieves,” said Mrs Caroline Loh, Deputy
Librarian of the Library, in an e-mail interview.

Mrs Loh, who declined to reveal her age,
added that the amendment was necessary “to
keep pace with new Internet technologies”.

For example, programs such as BitTorrent
and KaZaA allow web users to download and
send fils— including music and movie files
— among themselves.

“Illegal downloading of files is a habit which
students have to break away from,” said Mrs
Loh. “Just as students will not think of taking
another person’s belongings... as this would
be considered theft... they should not resort to
illegal downloading of songs or movies.

- “Library will help to create this awareness
amongstudentsand staff through announcements
in various publicity channels.”

Mrs Loh added that students may borrow
music CDs and movies from the Library.

However, for those who borrow such
materials to make unauthorised copies, Mrs Loh
said, “There are Copyright stickers [on the CDs]
warning users against copyright infringements.
The onus is on the user to comply with copyright.
Otherwise, they will be opening themselves up
for civil action.”

The Computer Centre (CC) denied
monitoring the NP network, or even planning to
do so in future, to prevent illegal downloads or
file transfers.

Iradded, through'an e-mail, that NP’s policies
have always “adhered strictly to copyright law”.

CC implied thar students should have no
reason to download illegal software for projects
and school work when they said, “NP has helped
students through the provision of core software
applications bundled together with the notebooks
purchased from campus.”

This, however, had not stopped students
from continuing to download software and
applications on the sly in the past.

Most of the several students Tribune spoke to
admitted to having done so but are now thinking
twice given the new legislation. They spoke to
Tribune on condition of anonymity.

Peter (not his real name), 17, a first-year
Internerworking & Communications (INC)
student, said, “I think I will get caught.., I would
rather play safe.”

Final-year Business Information Technology
(BIT) student Alvin (not his real name), 20,
said, “I can feel the pressure [of getting caughd],
even though I am [just] one of the millions
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AN END TO PIRACY ON CAMPUS: Students have to use original software o face prosecution. |Pichure: Lomard Goh]

downloading... I still need to be aware.”

The law is making iself fel and eliminaring
sourees, according to Jane (nor her real name),
19, a final-year Business Studies (BS) student.
She added that some Intérnet Relay Chat (IRC)
channels that she frequented to download MP3s
have now closed down.

Mirs Loh said thart the Library was “reviewing
the resources that we currently make available ro
staffand students on NPNet, to ensure that there
are no copyright infringements as a result of the
changes to the Act™.

Even Nigel Chu, 18, a first-year Engineering
Informatics (EI) student, who claimed to only
use legitimate CDs and software, can understand
the tempaation to run afoul of the law.

He said, “People who download [copyrighted
files]... [may not| have money to buy original
CDs.” Or they may prefer to download content
bem:lsc itwas “much faster” ta obrain them:

You don't have to walk all the way just 1
buy 2 particular CD,” said Nigel. “With a click,
you can just download song.” @
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NP Launches Three New Value-Added Diplomas

BY GARY LIM
gary_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) will offer
three new diplomas: Product Design
& Innovation (PDI), Health Sciences
(Nl.lrsing) (HSN), and Chinese Studies (CHS),

from May 2005.

Design of the Times

The School of Engineering (SoE) will offer
80 new places in PDI, NP first design-based
course.

The diploma was initiated on the advice of

the Economic Development Board (EDB) and.

the Ministry of Information, Communication
and the Ares (MICA), who felt that NP needed a
non-art based design course.

According to Dr Tan Ah Kat, 56, senior
lecturer, existing industrial design courses
in Temasek Polytechnic (TP) and Nanyang
Polytechnic (NYP) focus too heavily on art and
not enough on manufacturing and business. PDI
hopes 1o fill the niche these polytechnics miss.

“Companies feedback that they are looking
for people with [mechanical] design skills,

industrial design skills and marketing skills,” said
the Manager of Mechanical Engineering's (ME)
design section and design centre.

PDI is significantdy different from other
more broad-based engineering courses in NP
being more focussed on developing “very strong,
solid skills in design”.

“Design, if you like, is 5 percent outside, 95
percent inside of a product,” said Dr Tan, stressing
the importance of engincering designers.

PDI students must think creatively about
improving a product and critique their own
innovations. “In design, there is no right or
wrong, just a matter of discussion,” said Dr Tan.

James Tan Jun Yuan, 19, a final-year
Mechanical Engincering (ME) student believes
that PDI can contribute to Singapore’s move into
“higher value creation”, revive its manufacturing
sector and help Singapore becomea design hub.

Nurturing Nurses
NP is planning to offer HSN to 200 students

under the School of Life Sciences and Chemn:al
Technology (LSCT).

“It is a known fact that nursing is high in
demand,” said Ms Ivy Ong Siow Ping, -an

Administration Manager of LSCT, in her carly
30s. “... most foreign nurses [recruited here] will
be transferred to work in other countries,” she
noted.

The dcvclopmcm of HSN is part of the
Economic Development Board (EDB) and
Singapore Tourism Board’s (STB) initiative of
attracting 1 million international patients here
by 2012. HSN will go some way in providing
more nurses to meet these needs. .

Even though NYP has a nursing course, Ms
Ong said that apart from the basic nursing skills
taught, at NP, students will acquire additional life
science knowledge in HSN electives like Drug
Development & Pharmacology, and Clinical

on training with modern technology in nursing
facilities. \

A Chinese Education in NP

The School of Film & Media Studies (FMS)
will offer a full-time diploma in Chinese Studies
(CHS) to 80 students, in line with Singapore's
plan to have more Chinese language teachers.

Students will gain a deeper understanding
into Chinese culture, values and lahguage.
Besides becoming a Chinese teacher, and enjoying
bursaries frorh the Ministry of Education (MoE),
CHS graduates can expect to find work in the
Chinese media industry.

An |mmcmon programme in China at the
Zhejiang Uni y City College is part of the

Trials and Intellectual Property Manag;
which add value to the diploma.

NP students will also be sent for a six-month
clinical attachment to hospitals where NYP offers
only a four-week attachment.

Ms Ong said hospitals fele longer clinical
attachments prepare students much better.

HSN students will be trained at Block 81
where six-bedded hospital wards, an Intensive
Care Unit (ICU), operating theatre and life
sciences labs will be built, giving students hands-

-3

amacuon of the course. Students also enjoy
exemptions from the National Institute of
Education (NIE) to pursue a diploma or degree
in Education on graduation.

FMS lecturer Mr Kwek Chin Ling, 47, a
committee member for CHS, said students will
cover Chinese history and contemporary pop
culture like studying pop music lyrics.

For more on the CHS diploma, sec pg 10.@

Love That Library
Novel? Just Blog it.

BY GILLIAN WU
gillian_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

he Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) Library

is using the popular blogging culture to
23 ficolirage users to exchange ideas and
book they haye read.

'ﬁdcd Readers’ Choice, the new weblog that
appcarcd in January is an enhancement of the
previous book review system launched last May.
Then, book reviews and comments were sent to
the Library via e-mail.

As the previous book review system only
allowed one-way communication, the Library
felt that there may be users who have views about
certain reviews but were unable to share their
thoughts. Hence, the creation of the online log.

The weblog, hosted on NP’ server, was
developed internally using freeware and it can be
accessed from the Library’s homepage or directly
at hrep://blogs.np.edu.sg/liblog.

While other tertiary institutions, such as
Nanyang Technological University (NTU), have
web[ogs, they usually belong to the clubs and
societies in the institution.

As such, NP is the first xemary institution
to have a “learning” weblog to its name, said Ms
Lim Bee Ang, in her 30s.

The Reference Manager for the Academic
Library, said in an e-mail interview, that with the
anhanced service, besides being able to contribute
book reviews, users can also comment on books
highlighted in Readers’ Choice.

A list of titles is posted on the weblog
monthly for staff and students to consider. Each
title is accompanied by a detailed summary and
additional links to its availability in the Library
and to book reviews.

“The Library believes that the weblog will
benefit staff and students in various aspccu,
suchi as knowledge, creativity and interest,” said
Ms Lim. She further explained that the weblog

aims to help broaden their outlook, unleash their
creativity and improve their motivation and
communication skills.

To encourage participation, users will be
rewarded with a $2 NP Co-Op voucher for
cach review, instead of for every three reviews

o Tysen
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i TERRCLTTE
MAKE YOURSELF HFARD Sharc your thoughts on
what you read with other NP readers. [Screenshot of sitel
submitted before January.

Some students, however, remain sceptical
about the weblog’s popularity.

“I don’t think a lot of students will read it,
but maybe just visit it to see what it is all about,”
said Nurvidayu Asmawi, 18, a second-year
Biotechnology (BIO) student.

Her BIO friend, Teng Hui Min, 18, also
a second-year student, added that not many
students read books these days, much less, do
book reviews. The Library received 142 review
contributions last year.

With the new incentive and the popularity of
weblogs among youths, the Library believes there
will be a rise in submissions and c

“Readers’ Choice will eventually be an active
communication forum that achieves the intended
objectives,” said Ms Lim. -

The Library acknowledged that the weblog
may be misused when students contribute
irrclevant or unpleasant comments. Ms Lim
added, “The Library will monitor and if
necessary, moderate the discussion forums.”

The Library plans to intcgrate this weblog
with other setvices that it feels will be beneficial
to users. Such initiatives will be announced and
rolled out when ready. 1@

Change For the Worse?

BY KARIN XIAO
karin_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

anteen Two's $150,000 revamp during
Cthe October - November 2004 break,

met with lukewarm response from Ngee
Ann Polytechnic (NP) students, despite a fresh
look and new vendors.

Food Haven, the new canteen operator,
has changed some food stalls, and renovated
the canteen for a brighter look. It is also more
spacious than before with the high tables and
stools being replaced with: conventional tables
and chairs.

In a written reply, the Estate Management
Office (EM) said thar the ‘“old rustic look
[had been] replaced with [a] brighter and airy
ambience” while the “central raised platform and
planter boxes were removed for more open spaces
and seating”. |

“Canteen Two was last renovated more than
six years ago,” the reply added. “This renovation
was co-invested by the new canteen operator.”

Students and staff have differing views about
the revamp.

“The old cantcen was very dull, not like
this one,” said Alexander Tang, 18, a first-year
Business Studies (BS) student.

“The colours look nice and [the cantecn is]
more pleasant”. The greater “varicty” of food
choices was also a plus point for Alexander, who
does not frequent Canteen Two.

Madam D. Vijyakumari, a campus supervisor
from the Student Services Office (SS) thinks that
the “renovation [was] very nicely done™ and the
canteen looks “very bright",

THE NEW CANTEEN: More r.;amplnims than compliments despite a $150,000 mmprmur Roger Low]

While she has not tried the food, she said
that, “A lot of students [have] complained why
the vendors [have] changed [and] why the food
is not like before.”

She thinks it will be a while before students
and staff will accept the new food.

“My friend says you can count the fries!”
said Gooi Xiu Ping, 18, refecring to the small
portions offered by the Western food stall.

The first-year Early Childhood Education
(ECH) student also though that the new cash
register system “holds back the queue a lot”,
resulting in longer waiting time to buy food.

However, she conceded that the renovations
made Canteen Two “look more spacious and
brighter”.

Michelle Ho, 18, a first-year ECH student,
agreed that the cantcen’s new look was “nicer”
but said that the food “is still the same”.

“The delicious chicken rice is gone,” she
lamented. “Although less salt and less sugar is
used, the food is still very oily.”

However, Michelle felt that some of the food
had improved. “I heard from my friends who
have tried the rosi prasa, that it is good.”

Ahmad Mustafa, 17, a fiest-year Electronic &
Computer Engineering (ECE) student, remarked
that there was “more variety”, and that tood from
the Muslim stall was “a bit cheaper than before®,
However, he remarked that while the food was
“usually okay", there seemed w be “vomething
wrong” that day.

Neither Mr Tan Teck Han, the Manager of
Canteen Two, nor Ms Cecilia Tay, Manager o
Food Haven, would comment on the studems’
feedback on the changes in Canteen Two,
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More Bursaries, Students

BY GARY LIM
gary_h—ibuneeyahoo.cam.sg

subsidy system, a feedback charinel and fun

activities for students are some of the new
initiatives the 23rd Executive Committee of the
Ngee Ann Polytechnic Students’ Union (NPSU)
has come up with for 2005.

These new initiatives, raised during the
NPSU Annual General Meeting, are part of the
plan to help more students, said James Tan Jun
Yuan, 19, Vice-President of NPSU.

The union has allocated $20,000 for studenc
bursaries in 2005. This is a 25 percent increase
over the $16,000 worth of bursaries, NPSU had
given out last year.

This works out to just four more $1,000
bursaries for the entire student population. A
Tribune investigative story in Oct 2003 had
called for NPSU rto use its $1.3 million surplus
on more bursaries.

“[This increase] isn't that big,” said Abdul
Rashid, 24, a final-year Mechanical Engineering
(ME) student. He said he could easily point out

- five to 10 students who needed the bursaries.

“It doesn't make a difference, they should
consider 10 or more for it [the change] to be
visible.”

NPSU’s new subsidy system gives clubs and
societies more lecway.in seeking funding.

Those needing money to run their core
activities in clubs and societies, go through two
tiers of approval. They need o first submit their
proposal to the Student Development & Alumni
Relations (SDAR) Office.

Incmsed bursaries, a clubs and societies’

[

HEARING YOU OUT: At press time, the NPSU feedback form has yet to be tested. Picture: Gary Lim]

Upon SDAR approval, NPSU will review
the proposal for bona fide activities like campus-
wide or national-wide competitions, not for their
“parties and retreats” as James said. Afer NPSU's
approval, NP’s Finance Office gives the students
the proposed sum from NPSU'’s coffers. Each
club or society can get up to $500 in subsidy.

NPSU will now help them to negotiate for
more, on a case-to-case basis, said James.

“[In the past] clubs do not know where
to go,” he said, hence wasting their time by
approaching the wrong channels to seek subsidy.

He clarified, however, thar NPSU 'still
encouraged groups to raise their own funds as a

way of promoting independence, not wanting to
cultivate an image of “spoon feeding” clubs and
societies money wherever there is a request,

“[This is to] get them to be pro-active in
managjng their clubs,” said James.

NPSU said it is also paying more attention to
students’ welfare and concerns by implementing
a feedback system for the first time. Students can
raise any pressing issues concerning their welfare
by filling up feedback forms available ar the
counter of the union’s office.

“We will get back to you in seven days. That
is our promise,” said Mark Jonathan Mohan,
25, President of NPSU. Within seven days, the

union will provide information in respons.
these problems. . )

Despite the NPSU's good intentiop,
students are sceptical.

“I would say its [effectiveness in getting
student participation is] ﬁffY'ﬁﬁy; half the tif.. ,,
is being used, half the time it is put there jus ,,
show,” said Lionel Heng Zhen Ron, 20, 5 final
year InfoComm Technology (ICT) studen:.

He suggested that it was more feasible and
effective to create an online feedback forum, ,,
“students would not just go all the way to the
office, fill up a form, if they are not happy [wi},
student-related matters]”.

While the feedback system is still in i
infancy, NPSU has already planned two ney
activities, night cycling and a movie marathon,

“These are things that we [NPSU] do
build the intangible aspect [like bond with the
students],” said James. “But they [night cycling
and movie marathon] are also popular with
students.”

Some students, however, are not excited
about these activities.

“Ir appeals to aiselected few, it doesn't appeal
to the masses,” commented Rashid on both
activities, which he feels are niche in nature.

“It's [movie marathon] nothing new,” said
Lionel, who also thinks acrivities like night
cycling raises a question of manageability, based
on his experience of seeing difficulty in handling a
crowd of about 30 cyclists from the NP Outward
Bounders on a night cycling trip.

“But it's better that they are doing something
[for the students}, berter than nothing,” he
added. @

BY CELIA CHAN
celia_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

IS Supports Knowledge-cn_.;tli!ev Go

put up an exhibition called Knowledge-
on-the-Go, in an effort to encourage students to
discover the Library's resources and disprove its
‘boring’ image.

Started in  January, the three-month
exhibition is held 4t the ISpark studio at Block
53, level 4.

There will be a different subject focus each
month and topics showcased are selected from
the different IS modules, such as Science and
Technology or Entrepreneurship.

To encourage students to use the Library,
students are given assignments they can complete
only by visiting the exhibition and then gathering
more information at the Library.

The idea for the exhibition came to Mr
Harold Apul Siregar, 56, an IS lecturer, during
the opening of the ISpark studio last May. -

Mr Siregar said he had invited the library
to showcase its book materials in the ISpark
studio then because “there was a need” given
that students gave him the impression that they
believe the library is boring. -

He added that students did not understand
the value of the library and that IS decided to
take proactive measures to “come up with a
programme to bring the value of the library
resources to the students” and change students’
perceptions of the Library.

IS fele it was best-suited to collaborate with

the Library because of its diverse array of modules

and the large numbers of students it reaches.

Mr  Siregar hopes the exhibition will
encourage students to visit the Library whenever
they reccive project briefs.

Ms Wendy Lim, 28, assistant manager for
the Library’s Reference Services, explained that

he School of Interdisciplinary Studies
(IS) has collaborated with the Library to

AU AR Ak
it was a good way of promoting the books on
display to students.

Some NP students, however, think it will
take more than an exhibition to change their
perception of the Library.

Sharlene Ann Poh Su-Lin, 19, a second-
year Information Technology (IT) student, said,
“Unless they are forced, I don’t think students
would want to associate themselves with the
library. [The library] alwaysfncans work.”

EASY EASEL INFORMATION: IS mnftﬂ‘l‘l"l liven up the
ISpark studio. [Picture: Celia Chan]

She added that when students head to the
library voluntarily, it is mostly to watch movies.
Second-year Biomedical Engineering (BME)
student Nicholas Allin Lange, “19, reasoned
that with current technology, it is simpler to get
information over the Internet.
He observed, “It’s so much easier. Just click
the mouse.” )
Another IT student, Wong Chuan Wei, 20,
ore positive.
w”";hc ﬁl:la.l-ycar studenc said, “The exhibition
is a good way of introducing the library [to
ts].
smdlc-;‘ovaever. he suggested publicising the

exhibition more to attract students. &

ECH After Many NYAA Bronze‘Awards

BY SHEREENA SAJEED
shereena_tribune@yahoo.com:sg

or the first time, a record number of more
Fthan 100 first-year students from Ngee

Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) Early Childhood
Education (ECH) Programme have signed
up for the Bronze level of the National Youth
Achievement Award (N'YAA).

While NP has a strong presence in the NYAA
scheme, it is the first time thar a particular school
has entered such a large number of students for
the Bronze award, said Mr Thomas Tan, 40,
Manager of the Sports and Wellness Programme
under the Student Development Section.

The NYAA scheme launched in 1992 aims
to encourage youth between 14 to 25 years
to. develop” personal qualities of self-reliance,
perseverance and a sense of responsibility to
oneself, society and the narion, according to the
official NYAA website at wwiw. nyaa.org.

There are three levels to the scheme: Brongze,
Silver and Gold. According to Mr Tan, as of last
June, 28 students have received the Gold Award
for NYAA. Regardless of the level, all participants
have to complete projects in four specific arcas
- service, adventurous journey, skills as well as
physical recreation.

Driving this is Sear Hock Rong, 19, Vice-
President of the ECH Society and executive
committee member of the NYAA Gold Award
Holders” Alumni. He is keen “to encourage all
ECH students to take up the Award scheme, so
that when they graduate, they would achieve ac
least a NYAA Bronze Award”.

The second-year ECH student added that
the Award would help differentiate them from
others who do not possess such credentials,

It will come in handy when these students
embark on their careers after graduation.

First-year ECH students were introduced to
the programme at the ECH Orientation Camp

last July. Students used their camp participation
to clock hours for their NYAA Bronze awards.

As it was not compulsory o join the NYAA
Bronze programme, most of them voluntarily
took up the challenge.

Yeoh Hui Ping, 18, a first-year student,
said she was “interested in the programme” as it
allowed her to accumulate points while doing her
part for the communiry.

Andrew Chan Xiong Qiang, 18, another
first-year student, reasoned, “I joined the NYAA
because I feel that it will help me in gerting a
job in future, as employers don’t only look at
academic resules.”

To help the students achieve the award,
the ECH Committee, who also organised
the Orientation Camp, will arrange visits
children’s homes where the students involved in
the NYAA scheme will conduet activiries such as
storytelling, and art and craft.

Apart from this, journalism and drama
workshops ‘and even, a one-hour rackwondo-
cum-aerobics class will also be held for the ECH
students. This is done so that they will be able
to clock the required hours under the physical
recreation aspect of the scheme.

Mr Tan was impressed with the ECH as they
are going the extra mile o help students clock up
hours for their awards,

“They see the need for extra certification and
the NYAA gives a studenr an extra edge.”

In addition, Hock Rong wants to promote
youth development and awareness so that his
fellow students will be more involved with the
community and school,

He is confident thar “participation in the
NYAA scheme would encourage our students ©
do community service, learn new skills, be mare
adventurous and take up a sport,

'.‘Hop-:ﬁxlly. it would help develop students
as a ‘whole' person.” |
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NP Celebrates First Christmas in School

BY MARY-ANN RUSSON
maryann@theurbanwire.com

For the first time, Ngee Ann Polytechnic

(NP) students and staff spent the Yuletide
season on campus and in class.

The mood in the first week of the semester,
which began in December 2004, was especially
depressing and glum, for students who had 1o
come to class in what has waditionally been a
holiday period. Fortunately, NP students and
staff worked hard to alleviate the mood and
spread some Christmas cheer.

Staff from the School of Engineering
(SoE) spent three weeks constructing a 24-foot
revolving Christmas tree at the Atrium - touted
as the tallest revolving one in Singapore - assisted
by students who helped with the decorating.

“The total cost [of the revolving Christmas
tree] was $1,000. We wanted to have a tall tree
that is able to rotate, which would make the tree
different from [Christmas] trees you see outside,”
said Mr Tan Thye Pong, 53, a Technical Support
Officer for the Multidiscipline Engineering
(MDE) division.

“The first tree [built in 2002] was 12 feet tall
and it was prerty easy as it was a small tree. [In
2003] we wanted to make [the revolving tree]
taller so it took us three months.

“This year it... only took us three weeks. The
hardest thing is the installation. We don't have
any hoists and we weren't building it or site, so
we needed to transport the tree and install it in
the Atrium using a truck with a crane.”

But even when the Christmas decorations
were finally taken down, the revolving Christmas
tree served another purpose.

“When we un-install the tee, all the

mechanical parts (the motor and the driving
mechanisms) are exposed and the students can
look at it. The lecturers [will] bring their students
.. to se¢ how a design mechanism can be designed
and used in this way,” Mr Tan added.

SoE was not the only school getting in on the
Christmas spirit.

Lecturers from the School of Film & Media
Studies (FMS) got together to prepare Christmas
goodies like cookies, cakes and even chocolate-
dipped strawberries, which were sold at a booth
in the Atrium from 15 to 17 December 2004 in
aid of World Vision International. Their efforts
raised approximately $2,600 for needy children.
A group of FMS lecturers also gave a special
lunchtime @ cappella singing performance of
popular Christmas carols.

“We wanted to give something back during
Christmas time, to spread the joy of the season
and also add some life and colour to campus
because everyone’s coming back and they're all so
down... it was really a labour of love from all the
lecturers of FMS,” said Ms Lorraine Audrey Paul,
33, an FMS lecturer.

The commercial flavour of the season was
not forgotten as SGEventors, an event company
set up by NP students, organised a Christmas
bazaar ar the Atrium from 21 to 24 December
2004. Students from NP, Nanyang Technological
University (NTU), National University of
Singapore (NUS) and Singapore Management
University (SMU) sold wares from clothes to
posters, accessories and Christmas goodies.

“I participate [in] almost every bazaar because
I'm very interested in business,” said stallholder
Lim Wei Yan, 20, a final-year Electronic &
Computer Engineering (ECE).

CHRISTMAS AT NP: Students enjoy the yuletide cheer in
the Atrium. (Picture: Mary-Ann Russon]

Said Elbina Joyce, 18, a student from Film,
Sound & Video (FSV), “Since I'm in Year One,
this is my very first bazaar, and I think it’s good
because [vendors] can artract a lot of people to
buy [their] stuff. [In fact] I'm buying something
right now!” ’

According to Carolyn Qiu Wan Hui, 21, 2
second-year studert from NTU, the reputation
of NP bazaars attracted her to apply as a vendor.

“I heard thar Ngee Ann has great bazaars all
year round. This is the first time I've [set up 2
booth] here, and I'm quite sure I'll come back [in
furure] if there is a chance,” she said.

Wan Hui felt that there was more o the
experience than just the promise of profits. “Apart
from the monetary returns, we actually find it a
lot of fun to interact with our customers... You
see a lot of the girls, after they buy stuff from us,
they're so happy, so you feel happy [too].” B

BY NORJAHAN MAKMON
norjahan_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

S ome 43 Building & Environment Division

(BE) students from Ngee Ann Polytechnics
(NP) School of Engineering (SoE) gathered
on 17 December 2004 at Kismis Avenue for their
annual barbeque competition and treasure hunt.

Food Frenzy is a yearly competition-cum-
gathering organised by the BE Society, and this
is the fifth competition.

. The social, event, previously known as Food
Competition, aims to foster team spirit among
BE students across different levels and courses.

More importantly, it provides an opportunity
for them to enjoy themselves before the semester
gets busy.

This time, students were divided into teams
of 10 and had to chalk up points to gather food
items for their barbeque presentation. Their task:
to creatively present the grilled food and win the
top prize.

BE Division lecturer Mr Tan Choi Heng,
who was invited to the event, explained, “We
want them to learn to work together, building
team spirit and camaraderie.”

BE Society's Division 2 Head, Saranjit Singh
Dhillon, 19, added, “Some of them lose contact
during the holidays. This is a good chance for
them to mingle again.”

The second-year Building & Real Estate
Management (BEM) student led the Food Frenzy
committee together with fellow BE Society
Division 2 Head Lock Pui Pui, 20, another
second-year BEM student.

In previous competitions, participants had
to barbeque food and present the finished fare
creatively. A panel of judges comprising lecturers

from the BE Division would then pick the

Feasting For BE

FOOD FIGHT CHAMPIONS: The victorious Red Ants
team made it a hat-trick. [Picture: Lim Mei Xiu)

winning team.

In a bid to make the competition more

exciting, the committee added a treasure hunt.

Participants were. made to look for food
items ar locations such as the Atrium, the Sports
Complex, Blk 34 and the Convention Centre.

To enhance bonding, they had to garner
points by completing tasks which required group
members to work together.

Final-year BEM student Edmund Tén Liang
Ti, 21, a participant, brushed off suggestions that
the games prior to the barbeque were exhausting.
He said, “I'm enjoying every moment of it."

According to Mr Tan and BE Sociery
advisor Mr Liew Chong Heng, who was also a
Food Frenzy judge, teams were assessed on their
performances during the games, teamwork and
presentation.

“We were walking around and warching
while they prepared the food to see if there’s good
teamwork,” said Mr Tan.

The first prize of $50 went to the Red Ants,

Students

who built a castle.out of their barbequed food.
Named after the red t-shirs worn by team
members, the team has been crowned Food
Frenzy champions for the third consecutive year.

Red Ants member Lim Shu Shan, 21, a final-
year BEM student, revealed that the barbeque
and the presentation that followed were relatively
casy, compared to the games.

“We were actually afraid of losing stamina,”
she explained; “We really didn't expect we had 1o
run around the school just to get the food.”

Even so, she felt the game was a good addition
to the event.

“In the past, it was just plain cooking and
nothing more. You can see the team spirit while
playing the games.”

“We don't usually get to hear each other
being so encouraging,” she added, agrecing that
the event brought her team mates dloser.

The event faced minor hiccups along the
way. Unlike previous years, where Food Frenzy
was held during the fifth week of school, this
time, the competition was brought forward to
the second week.

According to Saranijir, the shift was made 10
allow students to mingle earlier in the semester.
As a result, Mr Liew and Mr Tan were the only
lecturers available to grace the event.

Still, student turnout was not affected and
was “pretry much the same as last year”, a relieved
Saranjit said.

. He credits this to the novelty of the event,
saying, “It stands out in the sense that it’s different
from the usual team activities.

“You ger to know your group mates better
because you don't just complete tasks with them.
You also decide how to cook your food with
them. It’s different.” B

BA
Students
Rediscover
Singapore
in Amazing
Race

BY KARIN XIAO
karin_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

chool of Business & Accountancy (BA)

students learnt more about local rourist

artractions as they raced each other
various checkpoints in the Uniquely Singapore
Race.

The annual race in its second year is adapred
from American reality television series The
Amazing Race, where teams must overcome
physical and mental challenges to get to their
next destination.

Each team of four students in the two-day
race had to travel all over Singapore to search of
checkpoints to progress.

Michelle Toh, 19, a Projeax Head for
the event, said in an e-mail interview, “STB
[Singapore Tourism Board was] interested in

P ing such a gful evenr. of ‘local
flavour” [and] it was STB’s hope that we could
help bring the participants to hunt down’ those
unique places of Singapore, where one would not
usually go.” She is a second-year Accountancy
{ACC) student.

Among other places, the race on 15 and
16 January brought participants ro the Escape
Theme Park and the Wild Wild Wet water theme
park, both in Downtown East, Pasir Ris.

Some of the activities participants had
to complete ar the points including English
vocabulary puzzles, water activities and team
building activities.

The race ended at the Underwater World in
Sentosa with a prize presentation for the final 12
teams. The winning team walked away with a
$200 cash prize, a $30 food hamper and a trophy
for each of the team members.

This year's race attracted 80 participants,
almost double last year's 48.

Michelle puts this 1o the hype caused by last
year’s race. “Those participants that joined last
year really enjoyed themselves and, this year, they
gathered more of their friends to join.”

Agreeing, Lee Yang Xun, 19,  final-year ACC
student, said in an e-mail interview, “I missed
last year's race bur joined this year's because... my
friend and her mates were last year's champion
team... And they had [a] hell [of a] lot of fun!”

Yang Xun encouraged students to take part
in future races as “it’s another interactive ground
and ‘classroom’ to learn and experience skills thar
were not raught in the normal classrooms”.

As before, this year’s race was only open to
BA students.

“If the budget allows us [next year], we would
definitely open up [the race] to the whale poly by
allowing more reams to participate and going o
more adventurous places,” said Michelle, ®
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Green or Red Light For Subway Fast Food on NP?

BY GILLIAN WU PEIYUN
gillian_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) students may

have to wait till March for the campus’

first fast food outler, due to the need
for a second tender after poor response from the
first tender,

The Estate Management (EM) Office, which
oversees the rendering and setting up of a fast
food outer in NP, conducted an open tender
exercise on 24 September 2004.

As EM did not restrict the exercise to fast
food companies, all food and beverage companies
in Singapore were invited to tender for the dining
area in Block 15, the size of Canteen Tivo.

Tribune learnt that EM invited several
leading fast food restaurants such as McDonalds,
Burger King and Mos Burger, to tender.

Bur despite extending the deadline by
another week, no submissions were received
when the exercise closed on 22 October 2004.

- Due to poor response, plans for the site,
vacated by the previous Net Restaurant after its
lease lapsed, were shelved temporarily.

Fast food joints such as McDonald’s, KFC
and Pizza Hur, have outets in other tertiary
institutions such as Singapore Polytechnic (SP),

Nanyang Polytechnic (NYP) and Nanyang
Technological University (NTU).

Having jumped at the opportunity previously
to serve thousands of young fast food junkies
at these schools, their lack of interest in NP is
puzzling.

“These brand names have informed us that
they are cither commirted to other projects or
the student population in Ngee Ann is not big
enough,” explained Mr Richard Loo, 44, Estate
Manager of EM.

NYP and SP have student populations of
12,000 and 16,500 respectively, while NP has
abour 14,000 students.

“These fast food companies need to measure
the commercial viability of opening an outlet on
NP.” said Mr Loo.

He cited other factors, such s whether the
location of the outlet is ideal and the prospect of
a decline in business when students go on term
and semestral breaks.

Taking into account the shift of academic
calendar instituted by the Ministry of Education
(MOE), NP has approximately 19 wecks in a
year when few students come to school.

" McDonald’s and KFC could not be reached
for comment as to why they decided to forego
opening an outlet at NP.

Although efforts by EM to call for tenders

proved futile, the results did not deter them from
holding a second tender exercise.

“This second call for tender on 26 November
2004, was a closed exercise. This time only
wo companies, IBP Food Court Pre Lfd and
Belgarath Investments Pte Lid, were invited to
participate.

When the tender closed on 17 December
2004, only one submission was received, from
Belgarath Investments Pre Lid, one ofj .’h:
franchisees of the American sandwich joint,
Subway. They operate six out of the 19 Subway
outlets in Singapore.

“Why not a more recognised fast food
[outler]?” questioned Haseena Begum Bre Abdul,
20, a final-year Early Childhood Education
(ECH) student. 1

Students like Haseena prefer a McDonald's
outlet on campus, to save themselves a trip to the
nearest outlet located at King Albert Park, which
is a bus stop away from NP,

The drawback for Subway, which is a popular
healthy alternative to fast food, is that it is not
halal-certified. This poses.a problem with NP’s
Mustim student population.

And this is not a small issue since Mr Loo
estimated that at least one-third of students on
campus are Muslim.

“It doesn't really make a big difference,” said

Sharifah B Abdul, 19, another final-year ECH
student, on whether a non-ha]?l fast food oy,
that may open on campus will leave her
fewer food choices on campus.

She reiterated that she is used to the limiteg
choices of halal food on campus an?l that My,
students can still order the vegetarian or seafy
sandwiches and drinks from Subway if it doe,
eventually open.

After considering the pros and cons of d;,
choice, EM will send in its rccon'!mcndatiom &
NP’s management, who will decide whether ¢,
award the tender to Subway or not.

“We will deal with this marter in an objectjy,
manner,” said Mr Loo.

While no details have been finalised, My Lo,
added that the ream is considering another optign
if a fast food outlet in NP does not materialise,

However, he was unable to elaborate furthe;
and said that EM would be interested in getring
ideas from students.

Alternatives gathered from stdents by
Tribune include setting up 2 relaxing recreationa|
area, one that can house pool tables and beter
karaoke facilities.

“A coffee house would be nice so I can chill
out with friends,” said Jasmine Keh Sock Hui, 19,
a second-year Electronic & Telecommunication
Engineering (ETE) student. @

Engineering Elective
For The Community

BY VICKNESH VARAN
vicknesh_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

s abldinel

A SMART MOVE: Eugene Fu fixes the smart "Adaptive
Wheelchair™. [Picture: Vicknesh Varan]

new Biomedical Application elective

A\Evnill provide final-year Mechanical

gineering (ME) students from the

School of Engineering (SoE) a chance to apply

their knowledge and skills for the community by

helping to build mechanical devices for patients
in hospitals and homes,

Dr Tan Lam Wing, 50, lecturcr-in-charge
of Biomedical Application, explained that his
nine students will study the way a2 human body
functions and then apply their biomedical
application knowledge of mechanics o create
devices that can help people suffering from
movement  problems. These include those
afflicted with Cerchral Palsy or musdle injuries
from accidents or old age.

He said, “By knowing medical problems, we
cn design something to cater to their needs.”

Giving them a voice )
Students are working on a device tharwill help

autistic children, who have difficulty spczkmg.
learn how to pronounce words. Students wll.l
work with the speech therapists ar the Balestier

Special School.
Their task is o create artificial lips and

tongue, which are artached to 2 doll. Students in
pairs work on either the lips or tongue.. 1

Patsy Phua, 19, a final-year ME student,
hopes the speech therapy device will “help the
children to be aware of the lips’ shape” and aid
speech therapists to teach these children how to
pronounce vowels.

According to Patsy, the -therapists had
problems “getting the children’s attention as they
were more focussed on playing with their toys”.

Inspiration for the bright red lips of the speech
therapy doll came when Patsy and Pauline Wong,
20, another final-year ME student working on
the project, visited the Balestier Special School,
where they saw children being attracted to bright
colours and soft toys.

While the current therapy doll can only
pronounce vowels, Patsy hopes the next cohort
of ME students will improve itand help autistic
children pronounce words and sentences.

Providing comfort

Biomedical Application elective students are
also working/on an “Adaptive Wheelchair” that
will cater to the needs of patients diagnosed with
Cerebral Palsy.

The illness causes a patient’s body to stop
communicating with their brain. As such,
patients cannot themselves adjust their posture
to sit comformably in a wheelchair.

The “Adaptive Wheelchair” has a seat that
can be elevated up to 15 degrees and is meant to
provide a comfortable sitting posture for a person
weighing up to 70 kg. A bicycle is also artached
to the wheelchair to allow the person pushing it
to cycle instead of walk.

Eugene Fu, 19, a final-year ME student who
worked on the wheelchair, said that the project
provided him with a pladform to help patients
diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy.

“Through this experience, I understand how
they feel and 1 get to create something that can
help them,” he said. &

The Ideas Trophy

BY NURUL-QURSYIAH ISMAIL
nurul_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

he first Innovative Ideas Competition,

[ organised - by the' iE_Network of the

School of InfoComm Technology (ICT)

on 22 December 2004, surprised participants by

retaining its first prize and giving away only the
second prize.

Deputy Director of ICT Mr Lee Chin Seng,
the chief judge of the competition, explained
in'a phone interview, "All the entries were very
interesting but when we pitched it against the
criteria, we didn't find one that fits all.”

The entries were judged on innovation,
originality and practicality by a panel of four
judges from ICT made up of senior lecturers, Mr
Ng Weng Choh, Ms Loy-Siow Sook Min and Mr
Agus Rahardja.

According to Jagdeep Singh, 21, Chairman
of the Innovation and Enterprising Network
(iE_Network), the competition looked out
for “innovations with an IT elemenc”. The
projects submiteed had to “involve technology,
programming and computers”, said the final-year
Information Technology student.

The club's publicity manager, Melvin Sim,
20, a final-year ICT student, added in a phone
interview that the competition also allowed “the
innovative spirit [in students) to be awakened”,

Since no first prize was given out, the second
prize went to Anthony Yuen Wing Kui, a final-
year ICT student.

His idea was to use Bluetooth technology in
the army so that soldiers can communicare with
cach other over a distance.

He also proposed that Bluetooth be used in
conjunction with rifles. Anthony could not be
reached for comment at press time.

“His entry was very creative,” said Mr Lee,
who is in his mid-40s,

Jagdeep felt that Anthony's concepe was “very
high-tech” and could be feasible in time to come,

' That no One Won

PITCHING THOSE WORKS: Lim Su Si explains her
innavation to ICT judges. [Picture: Mohamed AIN Jinnah]

with the advent of modern technology.

The first prize was an ‘¥ trophy, which ICT
staff contributed, and $500 worth of Singtel
vouchers. The second prize was $300 worth of
Singrel vouchers and there were also three merit
prizes of $100 Singtel vouchers each.

Other innovative ideas thar won prizes
include enabling an inbox reminder feature in
phones, as well developing a mobile bus guide
in collaboration with mobile phone service
providers,

In toral, there were 12 entries for the
competition, ficlded by both individuals and
gmups.

However, Melvin believed thac the
competition’s “bad timing”, so close to Christmas,
could have led to a lack of interest in the event.

“Students were either busy with class or they
were already in a holiday mode,” he said.

He also explained that since this was the frst
time the event was organised, people were not
sure of it and tended “nor ro be responsive”.

Generally, local srudents are not *knowledge-
hungry and they are not motivated” if an activiey
d°‘5_ not give them a grade, said Jagdeep.

The competition was neither compulsory
nor assessed,
 With plans wo make ig o yeacly event, Jagdeep
is already looking ahead to the next campetition
and hoping it will showcase more “fresh ideas”
and be even mare successtul.
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Community

More Chances For NP Students to go on YEPs Thls Year

BY GARY LIM
gary_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

future volunteers financially.
Mr Yang said that SIF commits $100,000

ore opportunities will open for Ngee

Ann Polytechnic (NP) students to

take part in the Youth Expedition
Programme (YEP), chis year, with 23 trips
planned, up from last year's 17 erips.

Various schools in NP will undertake these
YEPs organised by the Singapore International
Foundation (SIF).

Some 10 trips have been planned for April and
another 13 trips for October [sec “YEP Calendar
2005"]. These will sce teaching staff and students
going to China, Indiz, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Laos, Thailand; Cambodia, East Malaysia and
Philippines on short-term community-based
projects.

As there are many projects available in Asia,
participants have the flexibility of opring for
‘projects thar will exercise skills and the knowledge
acquired in their course of study. Previous
participants have built water tanks, libraries and
schools, as well as taughr basic computer skills to
the different communities they've visited.

“You don't go there to be a labourer but to
learn [about] culture, befriend [people], talk
about how they see life and how you see life,” said
M Jeffrey Yang Yung Wel, 51, NP’s coordinator
for YEP.

Students are usually given a few days of
rest and recreation to go sightsceing in their
area of service after mmpleu.ng their project’s
objectives.

According to Mr Yang, SIF had sent a letter
stating that NP was the first and “the greatest
supporter since YEP inception in 2000". To
date, the number of YEP volunteers from NP has
surpasscd 1,000 students.

. lly, h d

ponsewill disadvantage

in subsidies to each academic institution in
Singapore annually, allocating $1,000 to each
student- a GO percent subsidy on the costs of
each trip. Foreign students receive a 50 percent
subsidy, funded by NP.

This means that the SIF subsidy can only
accommodate 100 NP students yearly. Mr Yang
also mentioned that the amount subsidised has
dropped 10 percent since the start of 2004 and
is expected to decrease further due to increased
participarion.

In addition, the financial aid is only given to
first-time YEP volunteers. “The idea is to benefit
as many students as possible,” said Mr Yang, who
has seen the number of completed YEP projects
increase from two in 2000 to 12 in 2004.

Despite the success of YEP in NP, many
other students are not keen to apply for them.

“It’s just not my cup of tea and I would rather
stay in Singapore to do community service,” said
Elwin Goh Eng Kiat, 23, a final-year Film, Sound
& Video (FSV) student not considering YEP.

Benjamin Lim Wen Bin, 19, a second-year
InfoComm Technology (ICT) student who
had participated in one YEP said, “If it's really
beneficial and I can contribute, then I will join.”

MrYangadded thatnoamount of preparation
in Singapore can fully “gear up” students for their
YEP as “the environment is different, method of
working is different”. Throwing oneself into an
uncertain environment is a cause for students’
reservations in joining YEP.

., For example, the Kolkata YEP (see “YEP in
Kolkata” on pg 9) faced problems with student
participation. “We just got 25 students [the
minimum number of parricipants required]
before the date of closing application,” said Mr
Sundararajan Sivakumar, 31, an ICT lecturer

YEPs in Apnl
] Cambodia: 3
China: 1
Thailand: |
Philippines: 1
Vietnam: 2
Laos: 1

East Malaysia: 1

|
|
|
! YEPs in October
!

YEP bmkdown

Building and Environment: 2

Electrical Enginéering: 2

Electronic & Compurter Enginecring: 4
Multidiscipline Engineering: 2
Mechanical Engineering: 1

School of Businéss & Accountancy: 4
School of InfoComm Technology: 2
School of Interdisciplinary Scudies: 1
Stdent Deyelopment & Alumni: 2

Cambodia: 1 School of Film & Mcdﬂsmdm 1

Cr:ril;‘;a: 41: School of Life Saehccs Ggﬂhclmal

Thailand: 1 Technology: 2. ol 3

Indonesia: 1

\2::)::;:;11 Total number of trips phnned; 23

Laos: 3 :
India: 2 P : s

and project leader.

He thus proposed that the Kolkata YEP be
opened up to students as part of their Industrial
Attachment Programme (IAP), to attract more
participants,

Apart from poor student numbers, staff
participation is also wanting.

Mr Yang cited rtedious paperwork and
unfamiliar obstacles as some of the reasons for
the lukewarm response.

“A lot of staff are willing to lead trips but [it’s]
o0 much work!” he commented. l’amcxpzung
staff have to: make pre-trip reconnaissance for
accommodation, emergency apuons in theic area
of operation and search for suitable projects.

There are also issues on the sustainabilicy
of these projects that often give a “touch and
go” impression. Mr Yang shared that a project’s
sustainability depends on the participants.
He cited a group from the School of Business
& Accountancy (BA) who have been making
annual visits to a Cambodia orphanage for four
consecutive years.

Given the recent tsunami disaster, Mr Yang
said that he has yet to receive news on how it
will affect the future of YEP: Still, he is optimistic

about the programme.
“Students mature a lot more in the two weeks

" [scrving YEP] than in three years (in NP),” he

added on the value of the expeditions. &

NP Creates Web Presence For Clementi Businesses

BY SHEREENA SAJEED
shereena_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

group of around 240 second-year
Asmdcms from the Schools of InfoComm

Technology (ICT) and Business &
Accountancy (BA) have created 70 websites
for retailers and hawkers in Clementi to berter
promote their wares and services.

Project Clementi Online is the first
community online project to see Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) students collaborating with the
Clementi community.

The project was an initiative by the Clementi
Community Club, coordinated by the Office
of Innovation and Enterprise (IE) in NP, with
lecturers Mr Ng Weng Choh, 45 (ICT) and Mr
Lim Shee Chee, 41, from BA.

The initiative was a follow-up to the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
signed with the Clementi Community Centre
Management Committee at the ministerial
launch on 28 November 2004, graced by Minister
for Education Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam.

In an e-mail interview, Principal of NB
Mr Chia Mia Chiang said, “Many Clementi
stallholders and shop owners were elated at the
thought of having our students develop websites
for them. This project has pur their business a
step ahead in reaching out to more customers,
and given them a general appreciation of the
power of the online medium.

“The Clementi Online project was an exciting
one. It enabled our students to apply skills that
they had learnt in class. It was at the same time a

good community outreach project, allowing our
srudcnts to interact with and appreciate the work

of stallholders and shop owners.”

Clementi Online aims to jumpstart the IT
revolution in the Clementi community, linking
residents online and expanding the customer
base of shops and hawker stalls there by giving
them a web presence.

“The websites are not hosted separately by
each company through their hosting companies
[if any]. Rather all these websites are or will be
hosted by the Clementi CC website,” explained
Mr Lim.

Students had to apply their knowledge of
computer software such as Macromedia Flash

<and Dreamweaver, and even acquire new skills
to help Clementi shop owners create a formal
corporate web presence.

Information such as the company history,
its products, manufacturing process and shop
location were uploaded onto the website.

At the click of a mouse, one can now get
information on the range of items a Clementi
bakery, a do-it-yourself (DIY) shop and even, a
jewellery shop has, for example.

Since most of the Clementi stallholders
have no budget or resources to create their
own websites, this proved to be an excellent
opportunity for NP students to assist some of
these lower-income hawkers.

Students even wentoutof theirway to include
video clips and even, recipes or recommendations
for certain shops.

Zhang Jun Hao, 18, and his team mates,
Carter Huang Yu, 20, and Andy Chia Loy
Hon, 18, all second-year Business Information
Technology (BIT) students from the school of
BA, recalled visiting Deli Snacks, located near

COMMUNITY PORTAL: NP students promote Clementi
stallholders online. [Picture: Shereena Sajeed]

the Clementi Hawker Centre, and interviewing
the owners. They also gathered informartion and
took pictures to upload onto the website.

Despite having other modules to cope with,
Jun Hao and his teammates acknowledged that
taking part in the project was a good bonding
experience for the team.

Carter added that the project was especially
important as they were representing NP and had
to uphold the polytechnic’s repuration.

Mr Koh Cheng Sia, 60, the owner of Deli
Snacks, was thankful and appreciative of the
students’ help as he did not have the time or

knowledge to create a company website.

Mr Lam Kah Mun, 35, Manager of the IE
Office felt the project was a chance for students
to learn outside of the textbook by interacting
with shop owners.

He said this was “a major learning experience
o see how two different organisations: a
community club and an academic organisation
can work together” and prove to be of mutual
benefit to each other.

In addition to helping businesses, the
Clementi Online project also saw students
recycling old personal computers (PCs) for
lower-income Clementi résidents and providing
basic IT education to them.

“The IT students from ICT proceeded to
refurbish about 100 used PCs for the district, in
response to the IT needs of some of the needy

." said Ms Angela Wee Li Kwang, who is in her
late 30s.

The Director of ICT felt that the project
was another good opportunity to “synergise
classroom teaching and technical skills”, adding
that students should have a toral learning
experience.

It was also important thar they be encouraged
to give back to the community instead of always
taking from it.

“Clementi Town is right next door, and is a
good hinterland for us to take l:ammg beyond
our classrooms. Our polytechnic is very pleased
with the outcome of the Clemend Online
project,” said Principal Mr Chia.

To visit any of the websires, BO O www
clementionline.org,
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Three NP lecturers and 25 ICT students
went on a three-week YEP to Kolkara in
India, in mid-November 2004,

BY SHEREENA SAJEED
shemem_lnbunc@yahm.com.sg

What did they do: ]

Set up a computer lab and taught basic ‘ he inaugurnl Singapore Youth & Media
Microsoft Office skills in the Kishalaya Conference (SYMC), organised by Neee
Home for orphans and street children. Ann Dolytechnic’s (NP) School of Film
& Media Studies (FMS) is expected to host

about 900 participants, including 200 students
from external tertiary institutions and abour 10Q
invited guests, among them ministry offici
media practitioners and academicians.
Thc figures, supplied by Alvm |

How did the experience benefit them:

“The trip changed me entirely. [ used o
keep to myself but on this rip, I am one
of them [the students].” - Mr Sundararajan
Sivakumar, 31, an ICT lecturer and the
| project leader.

“The experience has made me proud to
be a Singaporean... [I've become] open
to life and idess... (I've learnt] to be more
independent.” — Lim Kang Ni, 21, a final-
year ICT student.

‘I have learnt different  ways of
communicating... there’s a berter way to
say things.” — Jeffery Tay Keat Hwec, 20, a

|
|
|
|

exceeded their initial rarget o

The final-year Mas
(MCM) student said that tf
success of the event will raise
and NP".

The conference that is
NP Convention and Exhib|
January is the first time NP

final-year ICT student. {]a large-scale event involving
| | and media students in Singapore.
What was achieved: Organised by nine final-year MCM students,

the team started work in March 2004 and worked
through last year's June and November holidays
to prepare for the conference.

The lecturer-advisors, Mr Brian Lee and Mr
Herald Bangras, offered advice and guidance
during brainstorming sessions but the core
content of the media conference was determined
by the SYMC team.

The SYMC committee wants the conference
to be a platform for youths to share their views
on issues affecting their generation.

Some of these issues include youth zpnhy

The Superintendent of the Kishalaya Home
sent.an e-mail to Mr Sundmr.qm, saymg

that the Kolkata YEP was a “huge success”
~and r.h he would recommcnd that his

. LW 4- \l g0
run body to work on communuy-bued \

 projects. —/

and its implications for Singapore, censorship,
copyright and media laws, media stercotypes,
Asia’s popular culture, the digital divide, and
the impact of new media and communication
technology on youths.

The committee hopes to foster a guod
relationship berween the media and youth, in
ordér o deal with thoseissucs. They see the
conferenceasan excellent opportunity for students
" nvork%nd dj.sdver f'or lh:msclvcs interesting

the opportunity to meet up with
organisers and their staff advisors
2004, and was impressed by
and the focussed approach
¢,” said Principal of NP, Mr
b2, in an c-mail response to

they propés'&'
Chia Mia Cl

Tribune.

bo; are plans by both NP and
MC back as a regular event,
it has not been decided if it
bi-annual event.
Education, Mr Tharman
fm will grace the occasion as
Guest-of-Honour and plenary session speaker.

Other  notable  guests and  speakers
include the Dean of Nanyang Technological
University's (NTU) School of Communication
& Information, Associate Professor Ang Peng
Huwa, Editor for The Straits Times Mr Han Fook
Kwang, as well as Group Managing Director of
MediaCorp Private Limited, Mr Shaun Seow.

The conference is open to the public and
ticket prices range from $20 to $35, with group
discounts given.

Students from secondary schools, junior
coll:ges, various polytechnics in Singapore and

> Youth Media Conference Draws About 900

even overseas students from  neighbouring
countries like Malaysia and Philippines are
expected to artend the conference.

Apart from media students, representatives
from the local media industry like The Straits
Times, will also be present.

Students from local tertiary institutions
such as NP, NTU, the Narional University of
Singapore (NUS) and Singapore Polytechnic
(SP) will be selected to present their papers and
research findings, although Alvin declined to say
how many papers were submitted.

Students with the best papers will win cash
prizes ranging from $200 to $1,000.

Said advisor Mr Brian Lee, “SYMC aims
to be the premier youth and media conference
in Singapore. In time to come, we hope the
conference will become a crucible for the active
exchange of ideas and dialogue on youth issues,
while examining ways in which the media can be
a parter in highlighting and stimulating public
debate about these issues.”

Wrapping things up will be an informal
question and answer breakout session headed by
CheeK, Vice-President for Creative and Content
of MTV Asia, and Alvin.

NTU's Associate Professor Ang said, “This
conference is an opportunity for youth[s] to rest
their ideas in a simulated marketplace setting...
if youth[s] can show their concerns to be rational
and considered, then they stand a better chance
at getting a listening ear from the government.

“I'm impressed that NP has taken the lead in
organising this.

“I hope the conference grows in significance
and impact and becomes a focal point for
discussions on youth and media.” ®

The Show Goes on

what he would need.

“The final approval amount [was] based on
the assessment of the event and, as much as we
would like ro help, we have to cut down, monitor
and moderate,” said Mr lan Wong, 28, a Srudcnt
Affairs Officer from the SDAR.

Dev said, “I knew I had to seck dirt cheap

BY ABDUL GAFFUR
gaffur_tribune@yahoo com sg

usik Art 2005, a free rock concert held
Min Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) on 8
January, almost did not materialise
when the organiser pulled out at the last minute.

Graduates’ Feedback Wanted

BY STELLA TAY
nptribune@yahoo.com sg

inal-year Ngee Ann  Polytechnic
(NP) students ignoring the Graduate

Employment Survey (GES) are doing
themselves more harm than they imagine.
~ According to'Ms Lynn Foo, Manager of the
Organisational Development (OD) Office, which

Musik Art enthusiast  Sathisvaran Dev
Pillai, 19, a final-year Electronic & Computer
Engineering (ECE) student, stepped in to salvage
the situation so that Musik Art would see its
second year.

“It was a big challenge to come up with an
event single-handedly, es pecnally when financial
support was minimal and time was limited,”
admitted Dev, who had less than 2 month to pull
off the event.

As the Student Development and Alumni
Relations (SDAR) Office only allows NP clubs
or societies to stage events, the Poly Stage F'Actor
(PSF), a student-run concert organiser and last

rental equipment for the event to happen and I
suppose I really got lucky with it. ” He managed
to cut the event budget down to §1,000.

This year's event will be held at Lecture
Theatre 68E, which seats 250.

On top of the larger capacity, it offers air-
conditioning and better acoustics than the
Atrium, last year's Musik Art venue.

Dev also managed to round up a list of local
bands, such as Bathroom Acoustics, Cynical
Annihilation, Enamour, Enigmatic, Near Fatal
Explosion, Sold’Out, The Leaven Trait, Ronin
and Lunarin.

A criterion for band participation in Musik

runs GES, survey findings benefit many parties.

“The survey results such as salaries,
employment rates and job search period reflect
the profile and market value of our NP graduates
so we need a good response rate to ensure that
the daa [is] reliable and reflective,” she said in an
e-mail interview.

Employers, the Ministry of Education
(MOE), survey participants and current students
who will receive the findings can better understand
the market value and quality of NP graduaes.

The annual survey asks fresh NP graduates
more details about their employment status and
learning experiences in NP

CLICK FOR REWARDS: Surey respondents easily get
incentives. [Photo courtesy of OD Office]|

While details are not firm, Ms Foo promised
“a series of publicity activities” 0 raise the
awareness of GES.

For GES 2004, AXS Sadons around

Art is that each band must consist of at least one
NP student member.

“If there’s nothing much to do at home, [ will
probably attend it since it’s free,” said Gretchen
Tan Xin Hui, 19, a final-year Multidiscipline
Engineering (MDE) student.

Second-year Electrical Engineering (EE)
student, Muhammad Taib, 19, said, “I am
definitely attending this event because it's free
and Ronin and other local acts are performing.”

Dev is realistic about his expectations. He
said, “T do not expect a big crowd but I do hope
Musik Art proves that there’s still hope for local
music, especially in NP where students do not
have too many opportunities for such an event.

“This could be a placform for talents in our
school,” he added. @

year's Musik Art coordinator, was roped in to
serve as a liaison berween Dev and the SDAR.
PSF was also tasked with location booking and
publicity posters and flyers.

“The Poly Stage F'Actor is a platform for
creative people to come together to showcase
the talents that they possess and Musik Are is
considered one of them,” said club President
Muhammad Mahadi, 22, a second-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student. Dev is also a
member of PSE.

Dev raced against time to scout for bands
keen on showcasing their music and to source for
music equipment to rent for Musik Art.

Money was also another factor, as the SDAR
approved a subsidy of only $1,000 out of the
$3,600 proposed by Dev, less than a third of

GES 2005 will involve the current final-year
students a few months after graduation.

Ms Foo highlighted a misconception that
some people tend to have: that only those who
are employed should respond.

She explained, “It does not matter whether
these graduates are working, looking for work,
pursuing further studies or simply planning their
next move, we need to hear from them.”

Ms Foo added, “their active participation...
will be crucial to the success of GES™.

Potential respondent Chan Wei Lin, 19,
blamed apathy to ignorance. “Hardly anybody
knows what chis [survey] is about.” The final-
year Early Childhood Education (ECH) student
added, “Lecturers should talk about it and tell us
more about it (before graduation].”

Singapore, some close to redemption venues,
dispensed 2,263 incentive vouchers for movies,
dessert and bowling games, to reward survey
respondents. This channel, the first in Singapore
involving the distribution of vouchers, was maore

convenient than mailing or getting participants
to collect them.

Eligible respondents wha completed the

GES 2004 online were also entered into lucky
draws where they could win artractive prizes like
branded sunglasses, Bluctooth USB Adaprer.
mobile phone, digial camera and Personal
Digital Assistant (PDA).

These boosted response race (for fresh and

post-NS graduates) for GES 2004 to 65 percent
(2,759 replies), an improvement from the S8
percent attained at GES 2003, M
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Sports & ccas

Ngee Ann’s IVP 2004/2005 Season Roundup

BY ELLYAS DZULKIFLI
ellyas_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

gee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) sports reams
Nare gearing up for this season’s [nstitute-
Varsity-Polytechnic (IVP) games.

With seven out of 11 teams already
completing their scason, and traditionally strong
clubs like the dragon boat and foorball teams
crashing out of their respective IVP competitions,
Mr Gopinathan Retnam, a Student Development
and Alumni Relations (SDAR) Officer who,
with Mr Thomas Tan, is in-charge of the Co-
Curricular Activities (CCA) teams, said the
2004/2005 season “did not start off well”.

However, Mr Gopinathan was confident that
“things can only get better” in IVP 2004/2005.
Here's a look at how the remaining three sports

are expecting to do:

Basketball

2003/2004 results: Men's team top three, women
sixth out of seven teams.

Expected 2004/2005 results: Mr Thomas Tan,
their  officer-in-charge, hopes the men will
mainain their current standing and that the
women will move up to fifth spot in the February
competition:

Inside track: Team member Evon Wong, 19
said the women's team was spared the usual last
placing in the previous season only due to a new
entrant, Republic Polytechnic.

The ﬁml-ymrM:siICommunia[ion (MCM)
student put the team’s poor performance down
to lack of training for the women. “Last season,
a lot of the girls had projects, so many trainings
were cancelled,” stated Evon.

She added that the coach was so angry with
the ream’s training attendance thar she “didn’t
set+a target for us”, resulting ina dispiriced
performance in the competition. e

* Evonalso believes that February’s competition
will be “harder” as the team will now be grouped
with universities in a new competition format.
“Our aim this year is probably just to beat SMU,
because they're the easiest of the three,” she
added.

Hockey
2003/2004 results: Men’s team third, overcoming

powerhouses National University of Singapore -

(NUS), Nanyang Technological University
(NTU) and the Institute of Technical Education
(ITE) Combined teams. The women’s team was
not placed. )
Expecred 2004/2005 results: “The four teams
(NP, NTU, NUS and ITE) are 4ll strong, so we're
aiming for a top three finish for both teams,” said
Mt Gopinathan.

Inside track: However, Mr Gopinathan said it
would now be much harder for the team to make
a good showing as the competition format had
changed from the round robin to a grouping

format, meaning thar'it boils down to sheer luck

to see if the team is grouped with the universities,
who are formidable competitors.

Soccer
2003/2004 results: Men earned silver while the
women were unplaced.
Expected 2004/2005 tesults: Mr Gopinathan is
aiming for the men to stay within the rop three.
Inside’ track: He acknowledged that the road
ahead would not be easy, and referring to both
teams, stated, “We lost a lot of top players due
to graduation, so we might not be as strong as
before,” he added. “Hopefully we will train hard
and put up a good performance.”

However, women's team captain, Nithya
L Krishnan, 21, a final-year Business & Estate
Management (BEM) student, was confident

that the team would make a good showing.
“Although we have more inexperienced players
than experienced ones, it won't be a big problem
for next season,” she said.

However, the lack of a proper coach for the
women’s team may be crucial in the coming
season, she added.

For the men’s team, Kwek Jun Xian, 19,
a second-year Film, Sound & Video (FSV)
student, said, “No matter whar, the team would
be putting in effort and we will give a good fight.
If we can get past the first two obstacles (NUS
and NTU), we can probably go all the way.”

He added chat the combined ITE squad was
also another team to beat as they purportedly
have the most qualified players in the lcague.

Canoeing

2003/2004 results: Zero wins.

Expected 2004/2005 results: Bronze for 12
March 2004 race. So far, Vice-Caprain Lee Wei
Qiang, 18, won the 22km race last December.
Inside track: Tristan Loo, 21, a final-year
Mechanical Engineering (ME) student and a
canoe sprinter, said “a lot of hope” is being placed
on Wei Qiang, a second-year Biotechnology
(BIO) student, given his good showing at the
December race.

These teams have completed their VP 2004/2005
season. Here's a look at how they performed in
their respective competition:

Dragon Boat

2003/2004 resules: Mixed: two golds. Men: one
bronze. Women: one silver.

2004/2005 results: The June 2004 competition
sawthe mixed team retaining their top three
placings. !

This time, however, 'it' was' in"a" different
category since the win now came from the IVP
event instead of the open category. The men
improved their position to silver and the women
stayed in the top three.

For the November..Regatta race, the men
finished third, women in the open Plate final.
Inside track: The team had a formidable showing
in Penang in December, where they bagged an
unprecedented win for NP, with a total of four
medals — a gold, a silver and two bronzes - in
the international competition for both men's and
women’s teams.

Team captain, Derick Tan, 19, a final-year
Information Technology (IT) student, said that
the team “had done very well for thar year”.

Floorball

2003/2004 results: Men's team third, women's:
nil.

2004/2005 results: Both teams did not make it
past the group stage.

Inside track: “The reason for their: lacklustre
performance was put down to the lack of a proper
training ground, as their current area, the sports
hall, is also shared with the badminton team,
depriving them of space for proper training,”
stated Mr Gopinathan.

Softball

2003/2004 results: Women were third, men got
fourth place. :
2004/2005 results: Both teams were third in the
September 2004 matches.

Inside track: Mr Gopinathan, attributed their
success’ to the influx/of experienced players
from secondary schools such as Teck Whye,
claiming that their experience helped a lot in the
competition.

Tennis
2003/2004 results: Men placed second, women,

. 5 i A -
THINGS CAN ONLY GET BETTER: The Dragon Boat teams may have had a poor [VP season but they made up for it

with a smashing international victory in Penang. iPicture courtesy of Ellyas Dzulkifi]

third.

2004/2005 results: Both teams crashed out of the
tournament in September 2004.

Inside track: “This year we were unlucky,” stated

always strong as traditional powerhouses in [VP
events and we were unlucky to be grouped with
NTU and SMU.”

The Track & Field competitions were

Mr Gopinathan. “The unis [universities] are  ongoing at press time. B

A More Muscular™

Student Body For NP

BY ELLYAS DZULKIFLI
ellyas_tribune@yahoo.com.sg

gee Ann Polytechnics (NP) new
Nbodybuilding cub, formed in
November 2004, is aiming to turn
the student body into a group of fit and shapely
individuals.
=~ The idea for the Ngee Ann Bodybuiling
& Fitness Club (NBFC) was mooted by two
students who got to know each other at the
California Fitness gym on Orchard Road.

Ivan Quek Sze Hong, 20, a final-year
Internerworking & Communications (INC)
student and NBFC President, decided to form
the club when Stanley Yeo Shi Xian, 18, a first-
year INC student, and the club’s Vice-President,
entered NP in June 2004.

Stanley said, “We cater to anyone who has an
interest, or wants to keep fit the right way.” He
elaborated that although students may already
have a basic knowledge of cerrain exercises, the
club helps them to fine-tune their technique.

The club now has 10 members in its ranks,
including two women. NBFC hopes to increase
its total membership to 30 after the NP Open
House 2005, held from 19 to 22 January

Lin Siu Wen, 19, a final-year INC student
and onc of the pioneer female members of the
club, said thar women joined NBFC to become
more toned. However, many women have the
wrong impression about the club.

“Gitls think that when'they work out they'll
become big like the guys,” she said. As a result,
out of the original four women who joined only
two remain.

Stanley debunked thac myth, saying that
because of a woman's genetic make-up, “they will
not gain muscle mass as quickly as men”,

FLEX APPEAL: Stanley Yeo needs all lis strength to face
the challenges ahead for NBFC. (Picture: Eltyas Dzuftifil

With no trainer at the helm because of
budget constraints, Stanley and Ivan now run the
club and double up as instructors.

Hazril Luthfi, 19, a final-year Electronic
Computer- Engineering (ECE) student and
NBFC member, felt that Ivan and Stanley were
experienced enough to help members. “Most of
the members already know some basics, so [van
and Stan are just watching out for any mistakes
and giving tips here and there.”

As NBFC members are new to the sport, only
Stanley and Ivan will compete this year, Ivan on
30 January and 5 February, and bantamweight
Stanley, who trained under national bodybuilder
Jackson Quek, in June. »

Budget constraints and a small membcrf‘hlp
aside, NBEC also has to tackle the misconceptions
that students have of them. Mostly, people
view them as “vain” or “self-absorbed”, such as
Jessica Goh Cher Siu, 18, 2 second-year Business
Studies (BS) student, who said thac the NBFC
are probably “nuts about themselves™.

Stanley fele that such eriticisms can't be
helped. “They can say [what| they like, but we
know we aren't like that.” B
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