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Instead of
charging off lo create an era of our own, we have hesitated to
take direction from our parents' pasl. The 90s has seen young:
sters celebrating the return of B0s music, donning bellbottoms,
and even tnpping over platform shoes. Y|

But it's not just
the youth who have been caught up in this retro craze. Singa-
pore as a nation has taken to retrospection, with SM Lee
releasing his historic memoirs, The Singapore Story exhibition,
and the success of the recent slew of retro movies re-released
or remade this year, Even the local media has jumped on the
bandwagon with Forever Fever and the third season of Growing

Just what is it
dbout the past thal so intrigues us? Who, among us, can
honestly say that they remember the 60s or 70s? Although
many of us were already around by the B80s, most of us were
singing the theme songs to cartoons like My Littie Pony and
Silver Hawk instead of Madonna's “Like a Virgin'. )

Yet here we are,
looting our parents wardrobes and skulking through Nexis' Worn
Again department for the very clothes that our parents cast ofl,
mindlessly selling out to retromania. 1)

Every generation
has left its indelible mark on history. The 50s gave us Rock &
Roll, the 60s bred hippies preaching peace, love and flower
power, the 70s heralded the coming of bellbottoms and embar-
rassingly tight polyester shirts with an infectious disco beat,
while the 80s celebrated extravagance, kitsch music videos and
really big hair, 9

What about the
retro-manic 90s? All this borrowing, plagianzsing and recycling
has resulted in a soulless, unimaginative generation with no
culture of its own, Y]

While mama
shops may not exactly be retro, they are an unforgettable part
of our pasl. Begging for 10 cents to run downstairs to buy sng
pdo (aka. Icicles) is a common expenence shared by almast all
Singaporean children. But the unthinkable has happened - de-
spile the current celebration of all things old, mama shops are
facing a decline. Will buying kaka from supermarts be the
same withoul our neighborhood stalls? 9]

The thought of
Iosing mama shops lugs at the heart- we are losing something
well-known and loved. Maybe that's the underlying sentiment at
the threshold of the approaching new millennium, 1

. The past has
made us what we are now and what we will be tomorrow, The

future signifies uncertainty and loss of some sort, and we are
retaliating against that by clutching even tighter to that which is
reassuringly familiar.

: Call it homage,
a fad, or even an absession. We choose to call it a last look
back. ]

Lee Amizadai
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Engrossed In battling between choosing yen yen biscuits or
Sarsl sweets, you are startled by the shuffie of slippered feet behind
you. Turning around, you see an Indlan man of about 65

staring at you from the shadows. He licks his red, be-
tel-juice stalned lips before demanding, "Are you
going to buy anything?”
Hardly the friendly shop assistant at 7-
Eleven, the mama shop man however, carries
with him a unique part of Singapore’s fast fad-
Ing culture.
Secret niches in an urban jungle, mama
shops carry a multitude of famlllar, forgotten treas-
ures. To many, they represent fond childhood memo-

books, fraternising with the mama shop uncle (if he's in
the mood) and mulling over which three sweetsyou
should buy for all of 10 cents.

No doubt, we are guilty of patronising
its air-conditioned and more posh rivals, but
when there Is an urgent need for some
Brylcreem to smooth unruly locks or a dose of
heady cologne to woo the neighbourhood babe,
the humble shop Is Indisputably king . This is
especlally true for our parents - when there were
hardly any supermarkets or mini-marts during the 50s
and the 60s.

For 52-year-old David Lim, the mama shop

was the place where he got his kicks as a chlld. He
says, “l used to be an avid reader of comic books
and would often make ftrips to the mama shop
to sift through a stack of Bllly the Kid, Lone
Ranger and Splderman comics. Once, | didn’t
have any money and | actually hid a few comics
in my shorts and marched stralght out of the
shop!"” he chuckles.

With the advent of modern day grocery

shops, many youngsters are now spoiled for choice when

today’s youth to the humble box of a shop In a blocky Is |t o
undying loyalty to all things old? The cheap tidbits? Or, the I"'ﬂmnu
mama shop uncle? Love him or hate him, he Is one hardy _e,nw&:
who falthfully tends his wares from dawn to dusk, rain orshing, Duane
Lawrence Lee, 21, a Business Studies student from Ngea Amn Py
technic recalls, “ I hated visiting mama shops alone when | Was g
kid. 1 only felt safe when | was with my pals, otherwise, the Merce
uncle would be too scary for me to handle!”

On the flip side, Mass Communication student Teg Suan Un,
19, cherishes sweeter memories of her encounters, * Tha Uncles
were really nice and friendly. Sometimes, they even gave me freq
sweets!” she reminisces.

Crabby or courteous, the mama shop man adds a distinct
flavour to his little corner, with a tiny transistor radio blaring the
|atest Bhangra hits by his side. Do not, however, be fooleqd by his
seemingly placid and unseeing gaze. He keeps a vigilant eye g his
rows of colourful magazines hung like new washing on a clothes-
llne and his endless selection of timeless goodies ||ke Kaka,
Chickadees crackers and other such bric-a-brac.

However, rapid madernisation in the past few decades hag
seen the gradual dwindling of such historic corners. Many of thesa
dingy shops are facing stiff competition from brightly-lit, air-con-
ditioned mini-marts. This Is clearly lllustrated by the Econ Minl-mart
assoclation which franchises Econ outlets to willing parties, Set up
in 1982, It has 180 outlets spread across the Island. Of these, 80%
used to be old provision shops, including an unspecified number of
mama shops.

One thing Is clear- those who give in don't do so withouta
fight. Manager of the Econ Mini-mart association, Jason Tan sald,
“Once, there was this elderly shop owner who refused to join the
franchise. It took us five long years of persuasion before he finally
relented.”

Their resistance to change Is understandable as many of
them have set up shop since the 50s. Forced to survive in a strange
country, they have clung on to tradition. Permanent resident Hamid
Sultan, 61, who has been tending his shop at Allenby Road for 35years
Isn't ruffled by the competition posed by modernisation.

Perhaps this is due to the fact that his shop Is along a main




road and faces no Immediate competition. He claims that although business NI
has dipped slightly within the past few decades, the change has not been
significant. He caters to passing motorists and Is happy to earn an
average of $1,000 a month just to get by. Mr Sultan sends most of his

earnings to his family back In Indla. And if he were forced out of business

x

Most mama shops double up as homes.
Shop owners bathe in public loos and

Many other elderly mama shop owners also adopt this optimistic sleep on makeshift beds placed within k
and carefree outlook on the future of their businesses. “After all,” says Besara the shop or along the corridor.

Hamad, 68, “It's enough that | have food to eat and a roof over my head,

by spanking new mini-marts, he says he “will retire and relax with my

hard earned savings!"

there's no need to upgrade or anything like that. | enjoy my relaxing job."” s 1
You can sometimes find the odd forbid-

den item like firecrackers.

X

Possibly the closest step taken by mama shop owners to move with the times
was to relocate to more sanitary HDB void decks. Even then, an ex-

ecutive estate officer from HDB estimates that the last time they
offered such shops for rental was 10 years ago. That means that

» According to a survey of 10
mama shops, a fairly success-
ful mama shop averages
$1,000 in profits a month.

the mama shops you see now are all you're going to get.

Given the choice of alr-conditioned comfort and va-
riety however, it is no surprise that many people prefer to do
their grocery shopping at mini-marts. Not only are they visu-
ally more appealing, they also offer goods you'd find in large
supermarkets.

£ Another survey of 10 Econ mini
mart shows that these shop own-

However, when it comes to hard-to-find tidbits, long
forgotten toys, old comics and magazines, the gleaming minl-mart

is left trailing In the dust. Who could forget the marvellous barley sweets ers earn about twice as much.
that the mama shops sold individually? Or the styrofoam tasting ‘Xiao Ding

Dang’ and"'Tora" chocolates people bought primarily for the free toy in- * Thambi Magazine Store’ the mama
side? Just as irresistable were childhood toys — plastic guitars, springy rub- ShOD at Holland ROﬂd Shopping Centre,

ber balls, and th listic *doctor’ pl ts. -
s e et T claims to offer a staggering 3,000 local

It is the lingering aura of nostalgia surrounding these shops that P 2 :
and foreign magazine titles and 20

ensures its humble but faithful following of customers. Wei Cheng Wel, 19,

who studies Marketing at Temasek Polytechnic says, “I try my best to pat- newspapers.

ronise mama shops because they’re the only places that still sell my favour-

ite 10 cents per packet Bee Bee (crackers)!” i * This outlet pays a monthly rent of |
With constant effort to strive for the highest possible standards, it \ $13,500 for the small shop, the corri-

is sad but inevitable that the elderly uncle and his mama shop will slowly be dor that runs along It and the open \

phased out to make way for snazzler alternatives. Grumpy uncles and some- A
space in front.
times dubious expiry dates not withstanding, the mama shop will always oc- | i

cupy a special niche in our hearts. I SCH

How many times have you skipped along the dusty lanes of your
childhood haunt only to be seized by a sudden craving for an
ice lolly or some good old Hacks sweets? Where then, were
the 7-Elevens and Tops supermarkets? Rediscover the charms
of that dingy haven that is the mama shop.
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ur emaotions — be they joy, pleasure, anguish or

r

stories that show that, despite our differences, all of us are on

confusion — mark our humanity. Fray weaves these

common threads of humanity into a websile of short

the same roller coaster ride thal is life
Fray is divided into 4 different categories. “Criminal”

speaks of all things offensive lo
the human spirit- the loss of a
loved one and conformily.
“Hope” revolves around desires
— for companionship, of remi-
nisces, of infidelity and tempta-
tion. "Work" shares with us sto-
ries that deal with problems in
one's career, and "Drugs” is
about addictions in life, be they
sex, cocaine, or even a good old
cup of coffee.

RBreath

Ezch story ends with a simple question o
the reader - are you lost? Have you been touched? Thousands
answer the questions, and reading through their contributions, you
realise that everyone has a story to tell.

Crealive use of frames, photographs and graphics
enhance each slory told. Fray is not just a site aboul stories, but a
site about life with the hopes and pain that come along with it.
Surfon to www. fray.com to read these stories, and maybe you too
can share how your life has frayed.

- Chia Yueh Jean

@]
ﬁ?am aq.in his head, arms and torso. Doctors said (he)
should be/able lo résume his career as a professional soccer
player as early as next wee
lyreverent? Maybe. Hilatiaus? Definitely!
Make no mistake though — is no amateurish site

Ith headlines like “Sudanese 14-year-old has
Midlife Crisis", you know you're in for a no-
holds-barred ride into the world of satire and,
well, just rude humour.
For example, a section from an
article entitled “Freak Accident Paralyzes
Man From Waist Up" reads: “Roberlo is
back on his feet. Unfortunately, he has

M ove over, Spice Girls! Breakup Girl's

taking Girl Power one slep further to
rock your cyber-world with the molto:
When il's over, she'll be right over!
Breakupgirl.com is a website specially
created for girls who have just broken up. Even if
you a) haven'l been dumped, b) were dumped
long ago, or c) don't have a boyfriend, you can
still visit the website and laugh yourself silly
Along with the red and white background,
there are slunning graphics and cool comics that
I tickle your funny bone even on a bad day.

of Fresh Air

created/up by a 17-year-old computer netd with a poor excuse
for a social life — the Onion is serious about Rumour. The arti-
cles are mainly features and are usually accompanied by pic-
tures (although one suspects the editorial team takes special
pleasure in selecling completely irrelevant pictures jost for the
heck of it). Editorials and advertisements abound, telling you
that this is not an effort to be lightly dismissed.

After visiting the International Herald Tribune, the New Xork
Times and other intellectual online rags, check out the
Onion at http:/Mww.theonion.com for a littie less intellect akd

a little more humour.
- Sheela Sarvanandg

PiC ,l M -S-Up

Humour-filled pages tell you whal to expect when you're rejected,

how to chant the empowering 'Breakup Creed', or even send a

electronic postcard to someone you love or hate. [f it's the lattgr, ‘
then you'll have plenty to choose — from insults to satirical
MOour. \

u-

The section that really takes the cake must surely be the |
‘All New Advice Column’. Nobody can read what BG has tg say to
dumped readers without breaking outin guffaws. This light-hearted
section is guaranteed to cheer you up instantly and bring a smile
to your tear-stained face.whether you're male, femalé, single, jilted
or altached, visit Breakup Girl at www.breakupgifl.com .

- Melissa Joon !
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loue keychain

by Eileen Oh

You long to talk to her and wish she knew of your
existence. Yet, your courage vapounses at the sight of this
person- the woman of your dreams. Instead of burying
your head in despair, tum to your personal messenger to
express those fluttering feelings on your behalf.

From the makers of Neo Print, the Neo Messenger
conveys anything you want to say, in less than 10 seconds,
to that special someone. Simply step into the brightly
coloured booth, lift the handset, speak, and your voice will
be recorded in @ small keychain in the shape of any of five
heart-melting cartoon characters (a boy, girl, cat, Ultraman
or bear) available.

For @ more professional result, help yourself to a
selection of background music to complement your sweet-
nothings. Now, she can hear your voice with the mere
touch of a tiny button on the bottom of the keychain. The
Neo Messenger then plays back 10 seconds worth of
recording. No more fretting about how to speak calmly
before her- let the Neo Messenger do the job!

The best thing about the Neo Messenger is that for
just $7, your message can be replayed up to 2,000 times
before your voice goes whining like a broken record.

Comprehensive instructions on how to record your
voice are found on the doors of the Neo Messenger booths.

Here's a tip, though, spontaniety may be best, but
if you don't think and script carefully what you want to
record, you'll end up going *hmm"” and "uhh” in the booth
just as you would in front of her.

The Neo Messenger booths are at #B1 of
Takashimaya Shopping Centre. Each keychain costs

$7.

celestiaktars U

Chia Yueh Jean

Don't envy Class 95's Jose Unbelievable and his view of the
stars through his glass ceiling. Glow-In-the-dark structures
and stickers from Star Shine allow you to reproduce the Big
Dipper and other constellations in the sky in your room too.

Those with morbid fantasies can even indulge their
overactive imaginations by throwing in space crulsers, alien
bugs, Insects and celestial shapes to form their very own
allen-infested galaxies.

These 3-D structures imported from the US are
made of a special phosphorescent material. For the larger
structures, a 1-3 minute exposure to light will allow special
pigments to absorb and re-emit the light, creating a ghostly,
glowing effect that lasts for more than half an hour. The
stickers, on the other hand, only require 20-30 secands for
the pigments to absorb the light. The phospharescent
material is safe, non-toxic and glows each time it is exposed
to light.

The Star Shine product range is fairly extensive.
There are 7. kits that contain luminous parts to form
structures like space ships and insects. One kit even offers
parts to construct structures for a space station.

These kits come with removable, reusable adhesives
and detailed information. The insect kit, for example,
contains step-by-step instructions on how to piece together:
8 different alien creepy crawlies from 22 parts. There are
anather 4 different phosphorescent sticker ki a
range of over 300 celestial shapes, planets and stars. Most
of these kits come complete with constellation charts and
enough facts to provide even the most un ‘
mini-lesson on astronomy.. "

In the darkness, the backdrap of carefull




projectorciochcat poli

Ever woken up in the middle of the night wondering what
time it is? Your alternatives are either to switch on the lights
and start searching high and low for that elusive mini-alarm
clock or to buy the new projector clock
With the choice of a cute, white sheep or a simple
yet stylish black and silver geometric design as the
backaround for the projected image, looking for the time in
the middle of the night needn't frustrate you to insomnia.
Besides, sheep are commonly used to conjure up the zzzs.
The projected image can also brighten up your room and
add life to a plain wall. Hell [ ] G
Newly imported from Japan, the clock will help you "ys admired nall art but lamented
see time in the dark with minimum fuss. The projector clock : designs available, e Kitty nall pen.
is slightly bigger than a videocassette and it runs on will give ason to cheer. A ‘
electricity. What's more, it's simple to operate as well. No I ‘Works just i &
pressing of complicated buttons or flipping through thick
instruction booklets to make it work.
Simply plug it into @ power point, point the lens of
the clock to the wall and with a quick flip of the switch, the
face of an analog clock with a cool background appears on
the wall. This clock is only meant for use in the dark as the 0
projected image isn't as sharp dunng the day.  will nished when ©
It makes a perfect gift for friends who are perpetu- ut. -
ally Iate for school or appaintments. Now, they'll never have And 'don't worry, it's so simpl
a problem finding time, anytime. '?ﬁ”ﬁ@@@?ﬂfﬂ?@@mt e

dangling daintly

But don'

The projector clock can be found at Retro-Space
located in The Heeren, #b1-05 (beside Marche). It
costs $60 and comes in two designs.
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dancing.”

Classmate, Wesley Teo, 20, also gives a

lig Traﬁn?m:mk which e

“the 70s. Belore
_ Boyzonehiad been m'? Bee G
o~

2 Wards™ !'Eénvcly Elvis Pn-slrys
) Bcpul)&Hmd of N;.ur Ann Polytechnic’s Film &

. :
ord cumpumw - ‘ﬁggp is YouI:Low:— :
" ; 1 |

0s, performed to packed crowds |

-jmmlu Ahjshebumdiﬁwbd a :qld tionof

e pgé}:ulgtj_.!‘ﬂl originate frum us. ,ﬁ

o' g "

70: released cheir Anthology albums. Justa ygnr ngo The Bee
Gees rclmsed Still Warers, a compilation of :Ié"hlts from
boy bands' hkc Take That and
umbers ||t(c How

=

-0 Fa]luu, in anq'uas nhu bnc

;%ie iithem, *CR
Far East Plaza, says that 50 to 100 copies of recro. %ﬂd eath erB'm an: UZ

ven Asia has got lnlu the act
musician, Harlem Yu cucting an album o |§'mg70: Enghih
* covers in 1997 and Tracy Hu.mbs lﬂeﬂ retg- m
Crazy for love (revmﬁm page 22). Ju
album cnvmng" thesformer higs uf pnpul.:r 0s W}, Kong"

band, Wﬁ’,w&s relm:d On lht.' m.fl'mu diva,
I|r.r ] hir,

&c:mly, a tribute

%mﬁi&: in heanlbur;! lase ytur

It is ubwuus. however, thag the ¢ i

= -

thumbs-up to retro music, saying that music of the ~<_-.»vrv:hu.'lllm,g 70&fnﬂmm since the ng B0s mﬂ ﬂf‘) q&ﬂs with

past has a more enduring appeal, “unlike current pop

5ungs. - ‘__Tl

Mr Chan Seek Kmn.-jj‘:ﬁmﬁagmm
con.tuku_x}t‘nnd father of two children aged 11 and 20
does not agrre;ith Wesley and Jasmine. i

“Basically, it’s plain rrpar:'ll-‘uging. Allthe |

modern technology such as digial remixing...has made

it more appealing to the younger gencration,” he says:

-'-'_

vrlnuri-udy_tﬂl:rs plarforms, lun;q.uus .md ﬁdemnh
Hip-hop artists have been s;nmphngewrmu in tﬁqr SONgs..
and compilation 8lbums fearuring 70s favourices are. h.lwktd

on h'i?nrghﬂe!rvmun The kirsch, glitz and estentation of
- b‘,.,---Q

f wgyrd all over America.
=

3 $- Im.l:ed. most, 70s denizens are unlikely to forger aptly-
'rumed“ﬂnu.sh.iupn@odrl Twiggy. The carly 90s saw ghe

rebirch aFthe “Thin is beauciful” mindset with Calvin I\Iem

- . »
employing waifish teenagers to model its clmhcs.-"
Anorexic-looking supc'rmu..lcl. Karte Moss, rypifies the

new look. Internet newsgroup, Alt.culture, describes

L luﬁﬁm‘ml artistes started nhn!@%&d music years,
2 knd up. nlu of over S 50, 000 ?xs Tower'| nﬂ‘"‘ back when che Beu.lq;r.hr hottest group lr%lle 603 and early

v:}\.

"
X ,cwung a revival now.”

At

70s fashion nostalgia as “cvoking drug culmrg'nnd o
& =
sexual revolurion...and flouting the tyranny of good ,
. .

rasre.”

* . Bur, Amegan baby boomer Paul Biﬂeui', 51,

Mn!m Studies Department, thinks that retro pop
q l‘:y:un: never dld go away but was simply w.nm',

“The uunlictm is still there and p-up].e are
mterwcd Maybe due to creative rn:rLc:lng or thar

ﬁ]n, .md music are running out of ideas .mnl;mn;,

back 1o formulae that worked, retro pop culture is

J &
".'.' Still the popularity of The Aungun and Lost

ﬁme with the local teenage quovie audignce is

70s and 80s ruuc Wndm;. Bug Mr Bisnetre has a reasan, for
nshave been® %

ad b e

e 1> "l'h&!nnns is irrelevant. Because it fthe film)

v
has gt « mﬂthn contribures olniversal villues such
s ddtruggle bruun good and evil or scarch for seli-

ld&my.

plrcm identify with it and wall warch ie.”

hs saysy o)

The lecturer who has ggent more than B years
in Singapgre draws a parallel bcw this and the
populasity of the locally-produced nostalgia drama,
Growing Up,:m its third lu.l’ among teenagers. He

¥

c! A

. R e



4 " Mimi, a 1970s teenager is listening to
;atlrihur-.-d|h|\mrhcfacuhat?oﬁhutnn identify with the sfory the Bee Gees! SOﬂg, WOI’dS a On her

¥ there is a
Older people watch it WI; the nostalgia‘element whereas cassette p la'yer lw'l."]?n SUdden
'}"ounl_-.cr ones watch it for the am:d‘ old l’amil_‘,‘ walucs llm?x.‘ fIaSh Of gla"ng 'g ]

| % e ilis.corningrmman

shaw preaches. i k. i
L
,“ [ ICe only 1o fing an

4 attitudes df ithe AL : i i ;' i Aimi i nxious. Looking at the calendar on the tahy
i yme of the similarities and changes bETweenmee'

e takes lo the slreel,

St
“It’s a'yearning...for the values
times. It was a time of good old-fashioned family values

and togetherness - qualities thf¥arcngo strong these days
'

- thatdraw the viewers,” M. Kohghssistantivice- 5 e / G
; s y " \ %
president at TCS Pm‘.\lqumx.\ 5 and former cxccu‘vc | °| as non

producer of the show told 8 Days.

¥ Professor Tisther Tan, Head of the Division of 1 i i :
Psychological Studies, National Institute of Lducation, I 3]
agrees with'MriBisnette that the ndstalgia element is just a oo

small factor in this current retro reyival. Group, dynamics

actually play a more significant part, she believes.

“Basically, this retro revival is more due to (‘. prEtty much ll ke the
tecnagers’ needs to conform rather than them expenencing - = s o d days-u

nostalgia. Teenagers tend to follow S¢hat their friendswear, & Bellbottoms are stil aive! Except that they're not as flamboyant as

what music their friends listen to. Conformity to peérs.is a % : L those of the 1970s. No sign of polyester shirts for guys, though. Maybe
strong reason.” i "'y the local climate is too hot?
Her theory is substantiated by 18-year-old & Grease, which stormed the box office worldwide in 1978, continues (o
Nicholas Lew, whois re-taking his ‘O’ Levels. lubricate the box office in its global re-release.
“Alllmysfriends wear bell-bottoms and thegask \ e % The Beatles' popularity hasn't waned a bit. Sales of its Anthol-
ogy albums just about confirm them as the world's bona fide biggest
] band unlike a bunch of spitting, uncouth Brit youths.
Teenagers may also be influenced by the celebrities . ; \ D'ya know what | mean?

me to buy, $0 Ifollow them. Peer pressure;”” he quips.

fin gelevision of fashion tips in'youth magazines, 6 follow : _ L
e & % ¢ Sean Connery was the Brit hero controlling unprediclable

F0s fashion.i19-year-old Singapore Institute of Manage- = womankind in the Bond movies of the late 60sfearly 70s.

( Now, he's the ornery Scot villain controlling the unpredict-
V M ohle elements in the remake of The Avengers. Musta be
look to papularmagazines for fashion tps. Della thinks & the El Nino phenomenon.

ment students, Della and Charlene both profess ‘thatthey

that the idea of flares and polyester “coming back isicool.”

Mr Bisnette sugpests that another important feason is Tlmes' they are
- ol
teenagers’ uncertainty with the future. With the economy sliding ch .ng
: ) -
r a ang' (1T

downhill and the recent slew of films like Armageddon and
Deep Impact perpetuating the idea of global dogm in the next

millennium, teenagersiare looking towards the past for security, - 88 The Village People’s “YMCA" got teens grooving at discotheguesin
the 70s. Harlem Yu's 90s' remake of the same song got the same
hence the retro FE] (¢ teenagers of the 70s (now parents) gagging.
“The past was there but the future is uncertain. People
may feél more secure about looking towards the past,” he says. Twigay was emacianon persanified in the 70s. Kate Mos§|s now
- ' i & ; the 90s emaciation personified disquised as thinness-chic.
While:there isdefinitely no agreement as to why teenagers
and young adults are so obsessed with things retrospective, many. ::;Tc‘:;hé:zenQ;mu_?:tr%r:kiftulga(g;gidEnIZEHS is a has-been. Ecslasy
believe that this will pass.
John Travolta was absolutely cool in the cinematic icon of the 70s,
Saturday Night Fever. Adrian Pang, in the local version, Forever

fad. Fashion comes and goes, and it’s not going to stay more than S8 Fever, is well...er..too hot to be cool.

Peacey Lee is matter-of-fact about it. “IE%s just a passing

two years, unlike musie which has a lnnp,cr shelf-life.”
Professor Tan agrees this will not'be the last time pop
culturé recycles itself. “T'his (retro ;‘cviﬁa‘) is eyclical. You had it
happening before, 10 }.'c;if from now, 90s pop culture irself will
e considered retro,” she says.

Who knows, mn)’ht’hc children of the new millennium
will'be grooving to the Shiﬂ Gitls dishing out “Wannabe” ina

new! timescape, snapping their fingers and saying, “Ah, retrol”
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boisterous beer house or an exorbitant restaurant, For
unpretentious yet delicious home-style German fare, logk
no further than Werner's Oven.

Manned by Mr Werner, who hails from Hamburg, and his
Singaporean wife, the café cum bakery is as German as you cap
get. lnconspicuousl_y tuck_ed at the base of a prlv?te residentia|
apartment block, it is beside the more slovenly Siglap Coffeg
Shop. Best of all, Werner’s Oven is a place where shoris and
slippers are the order of the day. s

Peering into the cosy cafe and its adjoining bakery leaves ona
with an incredible urge to charge in and sweep up all 26 varieties
of fresh German bread along with a couple of smiley, palm-sized
gingerbread men. Hastiness, however, will leave you so stuffed
you'll have to pass up other tempting German delights to be
discovered if you take time to explore.

Items on the menu range from world famous German sausages
to humble cabbage rolls. For a quick pick-me-up, order the hearty.
oxtail stew. The piping hot, rich and dark brown gravy is gener-
ously peppered with flavourful spices, thick, tender chunks of
meat, round potatoes and carrot slices. ‘

For something more substantial, try the Crispy Pork Knuckle or
German Meatloaf. The former is an European alternative to pig's
trotters, except it is served in a much larger portion and is crunchy,
unlike the local variation. The hunk of meat is fried till the skin is
incredibly crispy and the flesh like chewy fried chicken. Coupled
with sauerkraut (chopped pickled cabbage) and mashed potatoes,
this dish makes a scrumptious meal. E

The meatloaf, on the other hand, tastes like a springy sausage,
so don't go expecting the mushy American version. It is tangy am'd,g“I
tasty, however, and is topped with an egg (sunny side up) and T
sauteed potatoes on the side. 2

When your craving for savoury fare has been satisfied, cross an’
open doorway to the adjoining cafe for a taste of some sweet
temptations. Even if you've grossly over-eaten and feel incapable
of moving an inch, go by your instincts and order from the menu.

The apple strudel is heavenly; its pastry melts in your mouth
like butter on a heated griddle to leave you savouring the gor-
geous apple filling. Other treats include the cream cheese cake [
Which gives the famous one at Hilton a run for the money, despite:
being priced at a mere $2.50 per slice. Also try the Rum Balland
the unbelievably rich Walnut Brownie. \

Diners comprise mostly of a motley crowd of locals, Germans
and other expats. With stained glass lamps over every table, red- .
and-white checkered table cloths, cheery German songs and
authentic German bric a brac adorning the walls, Wermer's is
perfte_cl for dining in if you're in the mood for a nice quiet mealaw &
This is one place where you can dine in style while wearing your
favourite ratty T-shirt and shorts. J

Best of all, Werner's also offers friendly prices - from $§9fora
large bowl of oxtail stew that is served with a bread roll to $13:50
for the Crispy Pork Knuckle. 9

So, for mouth-watering grub that's prepared with veritable

German fervour, simply put on your slippers and head for
Werner’s Oven.

Q uthentic German food doesn't have to mean a trip tg soma

A
-
I
!
4

3

e

Prndyca your NP student pass and get a crunchy Anzec
cookie ORa nutrient croissant (while stocks last) with @
purchase of any meal of $12 and above in a single receipt:
Offer is valid til) January 31, 1999,

Werner’s Oven is located at 6, Upper East Coast Road #01-01/0
and is open from 8.30am to 10pm daily except for Mondays. ko
reservations, please call 442 3897.




'eD House

o

F orget about Starbucks already! If you're tired

of all the slick, commercialised coffee joints,

you'll find Katong Bakery and Confection-
ery, or Red House, as it's affectionately known, a
refreshing change.

Step into the cosy shophouse's first floor and
you'll be brought back in time. Everything in Katong
Bakery is bona fide vintage, after all, it's been around
since 1925! From the glass-and-wood cabinets that
hold the kind of butter cakes your grandma used to
buy, to the springy, wood-and-metal chairs and ta-
bles, to even the Peranakan-style floor tiles, you!ll
feel like you've just stumbled onto the set of Grow-
ing Up. Even the friendly uncles who bustle from
table to table wear casual cotton shirts and pants
reminiscent of the 60s.

Located in Katong, Red House is literally just that,
as the entire facade of the two-storey shophouse is
painted red, achieving a quaint, old-world charm.
The second storey is out of bounds to customers,
who range from people in their teen to twilight years.
Red House also attracts patrons from all walks of
life. Walk in anytime, and you're likely fo see a group
of youths sitting a table away from a couple of ciga-
rette-smoking ah peks, or a tai-tai or two. It's easy
self-service here- help yourself to the cakes in the
cabinet and later tell the waiter how many you had.
This system of trust, as old as the place itself, is still
put in practice, so please be honest!

There are a fair number of regulars who come in
and buy the old-fashioned cream-filled cone cakes
and icing cakes by the boxes, or who just come in
for tea, served in heavy glass cups with matching
saucers. Choose from the simple array of pastries
and buns in the cabinet. The good old fashioned
butter cakes never fail to please with their light,
spongy consistency, and the char siew and curry
buns are a savoury delight.

If you're in the mood for something more refresh-
ing, order an ice-cream sundae for three no-frills
scoops of chocolate, strawberry and vanilla ice-
cream served in a thin metal bowl. The plastic-
wrapped, soft white bread is also a hot seller, per-
fect for toasting lightly with kaya, which you can also
buy. All the confectioneries are made in the bakery
behind the cafe area in small batches at a time, so
they're always fresh from the oven. And the best
part is that they each cost 50 cents, not much more
than when they were sold years ago.

It's easy to lose track of time in Red House when
you're under the soothing whirr of the ceiling fans,
especially if you're enjoying the privacy of being
behind one of the sturdy wooden partitions. It's the
ideal place to catch up with friends, while you soak
in the quiet, laid-back atmosphere at one of the few
places in Singapore where time stands still.

Katong Bakery & Confectionery is located at 75
East Coas! Road, opposite Roxy Square. Opens
daily from 10.30am to 9pm.

|
by Sue-Anne Lim

MOonKeYs cape

on't bother hauling yourself to the zoo just

to have lunch with Ah Meng. The Monkeys

Café has swung into Singapore, offering
good food and a jungle ambience that will trans-
port you into the heart of the jungle and bring out
the Indiana Jones in you.

The first thing you notice when you walk into
Monkeys Café is the backdrop of stuffed toy
monkeys, trees, and more monkeys. Whether
they're hanging from the branches of the plastic
trees at the entrance, sitting funky ona grand piano,
or lounging at the bar with sports jackets on, there's
no way you can miss them. With a backdrop mural
of trees and vines, one almost expects Tarzan or
George of the Jungle lo swing by in loincloth
preceded by his thundering animal cry.

So it's no surprise that the items on the menu
have been tagged with monkey monikers. Choose
from a wide array of cuisine like Monkeys Italian
(spaghetti), Gorilla Burgers (that come with huge
fries), Monkey Mexicana, or Asean Monkeys
(authentic local food like laksa). There are also
Italian Monkey pastries, or Nice and Naughty
Monkey Desserts, to name a few.

What makes this café so special must surely be
the King Kong BBQ Beef Ribs ($25.80) which is
so good that it comes with a “Monkey Says Very
Good" raling on the menu. This is a dish not only
for rib lovers, as it comes as an incredibly huge
rack of succulent ribs drenched in the chef’s secret
sauce. A note to diners: It's impossible to finish
this by yourself, so bring a friend to share and you'll
see what good value itis.

The law of this jungle is that you shouldn't leave
without trying the Nice and Naughty desserts.
Choose from banana crepes, ice cream, drinks,
and a commendable dessert called Bananarama.
Not exactly the 80s pop lrio, but delectable
nonetheless. This banana and ice cream confection
arrives in a frosted cup on top of a crisp biscuit
shell, smothered with a generous helping of
heavenly strawberry sauce. If you find it too sweet
for your liking, you can counter it with
recommended Monkey Drinks, which are specially-
mixed fruit juices called Chimpanzee Smoothie,
Jungle juice, Monkeys Iced Brew, or the Gorilla's
Hideout Special.

Apart from eating, you can also watch your
favourite movies like the recently released Godzilla
or Tarzan movies, projected on the big screen.

So why not come down and see for yourself?
It's guaranteed to make you go ape.

PRESENT THIS COUPON AT THE MONKEYS
CAFE TO GET A FREE PASTA DISH WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A PIZZA!

OFFER 15 VALID ONLY TILL Nov 31 %8
ONLY ONE COUPON IS

ALLOWED PER PERSON

TI15 COUPON IS NOT FOR

USE WITH OTHER OFFERS.

DISCOUNTS OR SALES-

The Monkeys Cafe is located at 400 Orchard
Road, #01-20, Orchard Towers.

Opens daily from 11am to 3am.

by Melissa Joon

ombining the best of the past and

the future is the latest pub in the

Mohamed Sultan Road stretch. Alongside
popular nightspots such as Club Samsara, Zeus and
Venue, The Sugar Vault looks set to take its place
among trend-spolting clubs such as Zouk and
Venom, which are placing Singapore on the world
clubbing culture map.

Standing outside the heavy wooden doors listen- |
ing to the heavy bass beats thumping from within,
one gets the feeling that only the privileged are al-
lowed to enter. And the experience of stepping into |
the vault, which has three sections, does not disap-
point. Confronted with hand-painted floor-to-ceiling
murals on stone walls, the experience is awe-in-
spiring.

The second section sels an entirely different
scene, in which trance music, along with silvery
cushioned walls, tables and stools, gives the place |
a futuristic, space age feel. The glamorous, yuppy
crowd with wine glasses in their hands only add to
the feeling that one has just stepped into another
epoch.

When the crowd gets to its most vivacious, a
chandelier of disco balls descend from the ceiling
to the accompaniment of state-of-the-art lighting and
sound, which instantly showers the bar with a diz- |
zying display of kaleidoscapic colours. If not for the
absence of a dance floor, clubbers would throw cau- |
tion to the wind and boogie the night away.

The courtyard, the third area of The Sugar Vault,
reflects yet another period. Oriental in nature with
century-old pots and an authentic water well, itisa
welcome respite for those who wish to wind down
and relax, away from the ambient, trance music
within. Open-aired and breezy, it is ideal for catch-
ing up with old friends, or simply contemplating the |
fragility of life.

Though it may seem schizophrenic, there's no
denying its concept is different from other clubs.
Those who have had enough of 80s music and con-
ventional, |aid-back decors of pubs all over Singa-
pore are advised to develop a sweet tooth for The
Sugar Vault. ‘
The Sugar Vault, located at 13 Mohamed Sultan
Road, is open daily from 6pm to 3am. There is no
cover charge and drinks start from $10 for house
pours. For more information, call 836 0010 during
office hours.

by Galvin Soh ]
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HE LITTLE PRINCES

midst of basking in hei
a wild

qirl whaose forte included

Diana Ser, in the

success on Caldecott Hill, was
kampong
bashing up boys and breaking all rules
Eileen Oh meets up with her to relive her
Kampong days, lreasured moments and

turning point of her childhood

hink Diana Ser and the image of
the effectively bilingual,
composed compere-actress
comes to mind. Behind her onscreen
competence, however, Diana reveals

herself as an uninhibited child most
parents would shudder at.

‘| used'to beat up boys. Once my
younger sister and | were playing one-
leg (& game where one person fries to
catch other players while hopping around
on one leg) when the pasang pushed my
sister from the back. | was so angry with
him that | chased him around the canteen
wanting to hantum (beat) him.

In the end, the poor boy saw doom
as he approached a dead-end stairway
where there was no escape from Diana.
Just imagine a fiery girl kicking and
punching the lights out of someone twice
her size!

She recalls other triumphs as a
‘fighter’, saying: “There was another
incident where | became very impatient
with a boy who refused to play with me. |
simply dragged him into a corner and
slapped him several times!" This time,
however, her display of girl power did not
go ‘“unnoticed” after the boy's
grandmother who complained to her
grandma. Diana was given a good
scolding.

Living in the kampong with her
grandmother gave her many

opportunities to be defiant. “We used to
do stupid things like lay newspapers on
the corridors of houses and sleep on them
till midnight. All of us didn't want to go
home early as we felt it was ‘adult’ to stay
out late. To think | was even the only girl
then!”

+ANA SER :

But Diana wasn'l a total
tomboy either. Remember zero-point,
the game where wo players would
hold the ends of a rope made from
rubber bands while the others tried
to jJump over it?

‘| used to be a zero-point
queen in my primary school days. My
partner was a guy and together, we
chuang tian xia (conquering the
world),” she said, with a gleam of
pride.

Still, to say her childhood
memories were all innocent would be
to ignore the ups and downs which
she partly owes her current
achievements lo.

“The scenario in that movie
Money No Enough [where
loansharks were haunting those who
owe them debts] was an exact replica
of what happened in my family. It
made me grow up very quickly and |
became very independent, finally
knowing what to do with my life. After
all, | had my younger sister to look
after.”

As a result, the responsible
elder sister came to the fore and her
world started revolving around books.
No more zero-point, one-legged fun
or slapping rude and rowdy boys.

So driven has she become
that while studying Mass
Communication at the National
University of Singapore, she was
already co-presenting on the
infotainment programme Consumer
News. And in a recent interview with
TCS' MediaCity website, she
lamented that her days in school were
so filled with school work and filming,
there was little time to enjoy her
University days.

Today, Diana is one of the few
local artistes equally adeptat handling
both English and Chinese hosling
jobs, and she has helmed major
productions like President's Star
Charity, as well as starred in English
sitcom Three Rooms. She insists this
has been a childhood fantasy come
true.

“When | was young, my
younger sister and | would role-play
with each other. One of us would act
as the compere while the other would
be a famous celebrity. The compere
would then introduce the celebrity to
the ‘audience’ and the celebrity would
perform. After a while, we would
switch roles and repeat the same
procedure,” she laughs.

‘I WouLD SAY THAT IT
WAS SORT OF A MENTAL
PREPARATION FOR ME NOW
THAT I'M IN THIS LINE”

Diana concludes that although
she had an ‘overdose’ of hosting jobs,
she is not quitting TCS, as rumoured,
as the station has already lined up a
few Chinese drama serials for her.
She plays a doctor in an upcoming
Chinese drama serial, tentatively titled
Doctor Files, which films this month.

While fans of Diana wait in
anticipation for the serial to air early
next year, we hope her bedside
manners are better than her violent
outbursts as a child might suggest.

NO FAIRY TA
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the star system
rating guide

*

Walching frozen meat
defrost would be more
interesting.

* %

Slightly more interesting
than counting the hairs
on your chest.

* ok ok

More salisfaction than
finding 10¢c some poor
loser left behind at the
coin phone

* ok ok %

Even better than
knowing the difference
between “stationary” and
“slationery”

* ok ok ok &

Definitely more gratifying
than getting an extra
Mcnugget.

T

Oh, this is half a star, in
case you're wondering

RUSH HOUR

Starring = Jackie Chan

) & Chris Tucker
Direclor :© Breft Ralner
94 minutes

* K Kk

Die-hard Jackie Chan fans expecting a feast of kung fu fighting
in Rush Hour are Ikely to leave the cinema disappointed.
This film, which is supposed to be Chan's bona fide Hollywood
vehicle after his early 80s stinker, Cannonball Run, falls short
of his trademark physical action. The 90-minute action-comedy
Is instead a smorgasbord of wisecracks and jokes where the
closest thing you get to a punch even after an hour of the
show, are the punchlines which keep coming hard and fast
from talented comedian, Chris Tucker.

Tucker plays James Carter, a quick-talking LAPD cop who
looks more like a ghetto superstar-wannabe than an upholder
of justice, with his flashy clothes and even flashier sporls car.
He is drafted by the FBI to "baby-sit” Lee (Jackie Chan), a
Hong Kong policeman who arrives in America to rescue the
kidnapped daughter of his Chinese government official friend.

The self-centred Carter resents having to work with Lee,
The pair get into numerous verbal duels before finally hitting
it off and pulling off the ultimate rescue after a series of foul-
ups.,

Carter and Lee’s frequent squabbles provide ample
comedic relief in the absence of physical action. The plot is
nothing much to rave about, but the rapport between the two
actors is admirable. Tucker, especially, steals the thunder from
lead actor Chan, with his madcap antics and sidesplitting jokes.

Director Brett Ratner of Money Talks fame surprisingly
breaks a Hollywood tradition by casting a Chinese and Afro-
American as the protagonists. The head honcho of the Hong
Kong triad responsible for the kidnapping surprisingly turns
out to be a white American.

The Amencan race issue |s also examined rather cynically
'none scene where the ignorant Lee tries to befriend a black
bartender by asking um, “Wassup, nigger?” and ends up
scuffling with the latter and his chums.

Although Rush Hour falls flat despite its pre-release
hype, the verbal ripostes between the lead actors and Tucker’s
perfectly-timed wisecracks make this more tolerable than sitting
through Los Angeles’ notorious traffic congestion.

by Tan Boon Leng

TGRS sPathy

THE NEGOTIATOR

ing :: Samuel L, Jackson
Starring & Kevin Spacey

Director :: F. Gary Gray

135 minutes

* K kK

Just when you are sick of all the mindless, blood-
splattering action flicks Hollywood has the budget
to offer, here comes a rare one which actually does
not take you for an idiot savant with a body-
counting obsession.

Director F. Gary Gray makes his major debut
In this engaging action-drama with the support of
a big boy cast of Samuel L. Jacksan, Kevin Spacey,
Ron Rifkin (LA Confidential), David Morse
(Contact) and John Spencer (The Rock).

Samuel L. Jackson plays Danny Roman, a
Chicago cop whose job is to negotiate with
hostage-takers. Irenically, he gets framed by bad
boys in blue for the theft of US$2 million in
disability funds and ends up taking hostages to
secure justice for himself.

When friends can't be trusted, Roman turns
Lo a stranger whose professionalism he respects,
Chris Sabien, a big league negotiator from another
precinct. He only wants to negotiate with Sabien
(Kevin Spacey) and the ensuing process reveals
more than meets the eye in this true story set in
St. Louis.

The Negotiator goes deeper than another
good-cop-turned-bad show. Roman is sharp.
Sabien is cool. Very distinct styles at play, very
intriguing characters to watch.

Kudos to Gray for the faultless casting of
Jackson and Spacey. Individually they are
incredible “talk” actors: Jackson as the
philosophising hitman in Pulp Fiction and Spacey
as the deceptive conman in The Usual Suspects.
The Negotiator, however, is the showdown. This
Is it— two most brilliant actors meeting for the
first time.

Buy a big bag of popcorn 'cos you're gonna
enjoy this one,

by Clement Choo

THE BIG HIT

Starring - Mark Wahlbe
Direclor :: Iﬁgg-%ﬁpﬁndr%’%llips
93 minules ong

* ok ok T

Mark Wahlberg stars in this action com,
Smiley, an unlikely hitman whose e - 3 Hy
larity sees him being taken advdmagelon’whw A
and fellow hitman Cisco {Lou Di OF. When,

amaong phj g

(Bokeen Woodbine), and Vince (i\ntoni:im:a)'ba?lmCh

go out on killing assignments, ha d to Jr)
d 0es the dirty

ork

:hug they get .the cash anusﬁ. Even the v,
is life take him for a ride— both hig o e ip
mistress pocket his money before leaving hﬁcm and

Things take a tumn for 3 worse when hrn.
to take part in Cisco’s get-rich-quick j dnap T 2greeg
girl they kidnap turns out to be the QDddaE a:., The
their furious boss, who puts Cisca in d‘al'geogrbe-' of
ing him the culprits. Desperate 1o Save his skin gng-
lays the blame on Smiley, who is tipped Gﬁbvcfmiico
a minute before being ambusheq, T, Complicate r:m
ters sparks fly between him and s Charming you?]ti
abductee (played by newcomer Ching Chow), whg
makes him realise that he has to Stop Iving for othe
people.

While The Big Hit may not have a terribly origl
nal script, even resembling Alicia Silverstones gy-
cess Bagage at times, iIt’s the colourful characters
who make the movie watchable, Wahlberg Manages
to live up to his post-Boogie Nights status as 3 re-
spectable actor while endearing us to his character.
In a scene after he escapes his assailants ang Sur-
vives several car crashes and explosions, he dutifully
walks into a video store and returns a long-overdye
copy of King Kong Lives.

Philips turns in a wicked performance as the
double-crosser we love to hate, and the rest of the
characters, especially his caricaturish parents-in-law,
are exceptionally well cast. The one exception s
Sabato Jr, whose meagre screen appearances are
less memorable than even the abnoxious video store
clerk.

All in all, the movie makes for an entertaining
one and a half heurs. The Big Hit might not be 3
blockbuster hit, but it has its mements of witty dia-
logue and a few good stunts which make it all the
more enjoyable. If you're the type who likes cheesy
flicks of the Lethal Weapon meets Naked Gun
variety, this one's for you.

by Sue-Anne Lim
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il see Jamie Lee Curtis reprise her role
8 of horror movies,

0 YEARS LATER

the majority of the Halloween moy:

ies screaming and cowering by
g strong 90s woman to do some axe wielding of her own.
i

BEREr first began his terrifying attemprs on her life
3 ;
and assumed a new identity to protect herself
0ol, which her 17-year-old son, John (pl
L

BEr's murderous rampage ap

20 years later as the original scream queen in Halloween H20,

in the first Halloween,
and her son. Now Keri

ayed by Josh Harenetr) is also

roaches, nightmares and flashbacks of her evil
yers haunt her. The students decide to throw o Halloween party, and it is there and then chac Michael turns
fid; with more on his mind chan carving up pumpkins.

s'sequel’s eerily masked villain is played by stuneman Chris Durand. Calmly stalking his victims, Durand’s per-
S Myers is nerve wracking to say the least, The mask h

itionless facade, which is all the more frightening for its se

e wears was designed specially to terrorise audiences with its

mblance to the human face.
But where other horror movies rarely deal wich che

massacre time as possible, Halloween H20's portray
conventional, Behind the unstoppable mani
ask is almost pitiable,

killer's psyche, content to give him as much
al of the psychopathic killer is refreshingly un-

ac, we get insight ro the tortured man whose dependence

« Director Steve Miner cur his teech on Friday the 13

parts 2 and 3, and his experience
bl keen eye for what works for horror

aficionados. His skilful manipulation of the dark

s helps him create che righc atmosphere to better build up suspense and apprehension.

vident with the various trib-
c and recent, in H20.

to Alfred Hirchcock’s Psycho,
igh appears in a cameo role.

1.4 X

n'the movie that propelled her to stardom.
In another instance, Scream 2 can be seen playing on che

dormitory television. That comes as no surprise, however, with Kevin Williamson as scribe.
As screenwriter for Scream, he was directly influenced by the original Halloween.
Halloween H20 steps away from the B-grade horror movie tradition of insulc-
ing its audiences” intelligence wich che assumprion that blood and violence is all cthey want.
Instead of playing up the gore and splatter scenes, the thriller emphasises its almost unbear-
ably suspenseful sequences.
Halloween H20 has done well, catering to the more
discerning MTV generation who grew up on a steady diet of screen
violence, with devious plor twists, better character development
and a female protagonist who is more realistic in today’s world of
strong, independent females.
It also injects new and much needed blood into the
genre, giving know-ic-all movie buffs a new reason to embed cheir

nails into cthe theacre seats.

TWENTY YEARS LATER

The first 20 correct entries get a movie sticker and a pair of tickets to

walch Halloween H20 with a friend. The next 10 get a free Halloween

H20 poster. Each persen is entitled to only 1coupon.

Submit your entries on Friday, 13 November ‘98 between 11 am and .
5pm to Hype at the Newsroom, located at room 52-02-01 on the Ngee | department.
Ann Polytechnic campus. i | student no.:
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THE TEARDROP STORY
WOMAN

Catherine Lim
cr8 33

fl**?/E

T0 BE BORN FEMALE IN a
conservative Chinese household is curse

ugh; but to be born:one with an unlucky
) that presages disaster for the
amily compounds the calamity.

g Malaya in the 1950s, the story

es around Mel Kwel, the beautiful and
us youngest daughter of an opium

add| o favours sons more than
anything. The object of her father's
contempt, she is, however, 8 magnelic force

e boys in her small Malaysian town

am(
of Luping
The intensely spirited Mei Kwei is faced
with the challenges of having to fend off the
ntion of three men she cannot love.
is her own Big Older Brother who is
fiercely possessive and Old Yoong whose
financial help to her bankrupt family
depends on her consent to become his
fourth wife, Young, rich, handsome, and
English-educated Austin Tong also loves her
deeply for being the only girl who can
rescue him from his tormented childhood.
But ever the tragic figure, Mei Kwel falls
Inlove with a man who cannot and must not
;lw her back — Father Francois Martin, a
ench priest sent as a missionary to Luping.
Local author Catherine Lim colours her
?or\ With her trademark blend of English
and local dialects, Familiar words like AR
Sf Ah Chek and ang moh, direct
_[“?Elli'llons of dialect and un-PC phrases |ike
Sm';:lt[;ivf rtc._ear my own shit first before I
. sj lite gnan's", are rife in her book.,
3 timg ﬁ:? ?ID ores the Idea of true love
e o umq"{ amily duty and responsibility
"”'-'(asm-.a(;; Importance. Lim injects
’-‘ﬂQEJv[[--’ lhhumuur into her story as she
Dol _U;‘ : rough sensitive issues like
foluh-‘ _tJ~e and religlon.
i ‘Swm-.l.;l:loﬂ:u the \\.Jritmg style familiar as
ao“dmaid‘- “er Dlrovu.)us works like The
foeign S You're tired of books by
Msta) » and really crave something
9ic and closer to home, The
)

Teary
rop § i
uilemati‘.-pn, tory Woman s a good

by Pauline Tan

AN

AN UNDERACHIEVER'S DIARY

Benjamin Anastas
The Dial Press i $24.90

* k k K 3¢

AT FIRST GLANCE, ONE WOULD be
inclined to think that An Underachiever’s Diary
is a careless publisher’s mistake, for one, the
book jacket Is frightfully empty - a white expanse,
pure blankness. Only upon closer inspection does
one notice the obscure book title and author’s
name inconsplcuously placed at the far bottom of
the cover: The author Is clearly out to prove a
point.

In his debut novel, Benjamin Anastas, a
prize-winning fiction writer from American
magazine Gentleman’s Quarterly (GQ), pens a
semi-autoblography on being the weaker, less
perfect of a pair of twin brothers. Shamelessly
self-derogatory, Anastas gives a detailed account
of his life as the doomed half.

Heartbreaking and hilarious at turns, Anastas
has no qualms about pouring forth his experi-
ences as the born loser. His story begins at the
age of two, when the best he could manage was
an Indecipherable 'buh’ as opposed to his twin's
articulate “bedtime!”, and stretches to adulthood
when his brother became a capable lawyer and
he, an errand boy.

More than just appealing to our compassion
for the underdog, the author endears himself by
entwining their glaringly opposite destinies with
nothing but love for his flawless twin.

Any bitterness that might be evident is
directed at himself.

Moreover, the purpose of this navel is neither
to garner sympathy nor to lament a far from
perfect life. Rather, Anastas says, "l have come
to recognise the beauty of everything I've missed.
I have learned a reverence for broken things, for

ile bodies and for the transitory nature of

our frag
n day ascetic,

human relationships. Like a moder
1 will call this beauty hofiness.”
Whether he likes It or.not, this novel h

heralded the end of Ana

as just

by Florence Fong

stas” underachieving days.

Pacific Plaza oullet

4

V.

PROZAC NATION.
Elizabeth Wurtzel
Orion :: $27.99

* ok kK

THERE 1S SOMETHING seriously
wrong with Elizabeth Wurtzel.

She’s smart and good looking,
and yet finds reason to mutilate her
ankles with razor blades. She feels
like she's a defect. She's suicidal. Her
favourite pastime is crying. All she
wants are pilis, pills and more pills.

Elizabeth Wurtzel's memoir
traces her life as a manic-depressive,
from the instant she plunges into
this mental disorder as a bright little
girl of 12 to her subsequent maturity
into hopelessly miserable
womanhood.

Note, however, that this book Is
not about recovery from a mental
disorder, It isn't heart-warming. Most
of all, it sn't about hope. It is dark
and depressing, declaring right from
the prologue that she Is still a manic-
depressive despite treatment under
the drug “Prozac”, which Is where
the book takes Its name.

Wurtzel's wry, almost demented
humour throws the reader whizzing
and reeling onto a roller-coaster ride
full of booze, pot, pain-killers and
sex, and Into the private mental
confines of a truly tortured soul.

Uniquely post-modern, Wurtzel
writes In a style that typifies
Generation X and the MTV culture
with its fast-paced, throbbing
simplicity that compels the reader to
feverishly consume her story. This
<he does while masterfully forging a
book that is not only a tale about
manic depression but Is also an
extremely insightful parody of @
world that still believes that there Is
a plil for every problem.

by Liam Yeo

]’his coupon entitles you to 20% off a Tower book.
: nbul for mag_az?nes. movie prints or videos + valid till December 31, 1998 + not
o be used with other discounts, offers or ongoing sales + only valid at the

=2s-

WORK AND OTHER

OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS
rute Lansky

Mecadowbrook :: $17.99

* Kk X

A lot of fellows nowadays have a B.A., M.D., or
Ph.D. Unfortunately, they don't have a J.0.B.™
singer, Fats Domino.

A 30% PAY CUT ACROSS the board.
Retrenchment. Bombarded dally with bad news
about the current economic turmoil, the future, as
Domino notes, looks grim even for graduates with a
string of titles.

Work and Other Occupational Hazards,
however, is not the panacea for the desperate job
seeker, Instead of being another self-help manual
to acquire, it is actually a collection of witty quotes,
jokes, poems and cartoons about employment by
American author, Bruce Lansky.

Personalities from a range of fields like singer
Fats Domino, actor- director Woody Allen, ex-US
President Ronald Reagan, author Mark Twain and
ex-British Prime Minister Winston Churchill are
among those whose ingenious comments about 2
work are compiled in this quote book.

During this time of economic gloom, Work
and Other Occupational Hazards provides a
light-hearted yet realistic outlook on the job market.
It is a book to cheer you up, and if you need advige
on how to answer difficult interview questions,
perhaps you might want to remember not to cite
this classic example:

“nterviewer: This job requires someone who is
very responsible.

Applicant; That's me. At my last seven Jobs,
whenever anything went wrong, I was respansible.
— Anonymous”

by Lynn Lee
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your childhood? e

wac"r”i FMIIW smm!s

al#’ e lsmlean seem
'&‘.’,‘,’;ﬁ'a’;ﬁ;{,’{immﬂ, CAROLINE Ns

WCH, 3RD YE;\[}

BRANDON BEH ECE, 2ND YEAR Imlll hogan’ cos |
hewasmyharn'iﬂ[u C U& BS, 18T YEAR

GAR’CK K BEM 3RD YEAR i Il :

mmnael lﬂﬂkSlm he was quite cool man..
20 J(5 CCS, 3RD YEAR

AMY
Lm oy 1T ; in gy 1010 secret mee;m s
e imagined gurse ol aﬁ”ﬁfa’iz%ﬁ"rg /m
the “famous five”. MARCUS GOH BEM, 1STY

2 6 ; . . MJ,U IR ‘




gmmmnnmmnaﬂed!ncome
upa with 5 colours;
reen, m!’ + Blue and purple, he thinks for 3 wm and he goe:_

Ok, Okewe 0fI© day, the «
ohove ‘greert roen s Juid

I'pink’ up the phorne and

say,” Yellow? Yellow?”

an \ 5 ‘s " \ | 4 1
The Iucky older m , ge - Then, I hear np answer. So,
got her abacus. y
: Lask again, “Blue is it,

| . N . . A -

“ ““ You K"ow I | huh?” still, no answer.Ther, I
f-nfn'?oro AN OI..Dll MAN : | ) -
Tl

®
N angry already, I say,

“You don't ‘purplely’

call am_ keep quﬂt, ok.?' Hal Get 17

. 4 4
| ‘1t o unucim QUE J€ mmc) ¥ g
| IN FRENCH

| wiTH INGUSH SUBTITLES V

saving private ryan

local band gigs at substation

monica lewinsky’s white 'hii‘USe,___,
internship '

teletubbies

neo prints

apocalyptic movies

lays potato chips
blood-sucking vampires

jack neo, lead actor and T
co-writer of money no enough

robin leong in triple nine
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