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-Wise,
hat's so special about 20 anywnls;’;‘l;g:r\:s 4
jt's nght smack batween 19.'ym|1r SN S
teenager, and 21, when you'r@ eﬁh po!ytechnrc
hats when mostal my peers WL B0 LC L ko, I
nis h-w:&:;:?hgz.hﬁ%r:?& so hard 10 deﬁm.st.-al-::zﬁl]ll-'r;g1
::eyg‘ur |ife: your identity, style of character. Don't ¥!
mgl?:.o::tz;t;w things we all have 1o contend w':hT;i?;;
|ife becomes more unpredictable the older Iyoue?e;c; e
don't go exactly as planned, like you dozrtegmt ki
fighter-jet pilot or mad scientist you ve T e
since you were five (okay. that was me). b

- tiny has in store for us. Il"s an
hard to pigeon-hole what desuny At e Wit

ble task. And scary enoug
gmhm 1ill everything works out by itsalf, som:howwé
\f that's the kind ol escape you're jooking for, may

of Victania, Australia.
suggest you explora the suburbs e the  right

select few, however, seam to have m

ch:-cas Qur 20 Special Sparks !5 a salute tt:‘ 1h0t;¢;
inspiring youths who shaw that their young age has n 5
peen a barier to their achieving lofty dreams. This ain
no elitist bunch of people either, {hey come from all walks
of life. If they've got you hungering for early SUCCESS, haw
about checking our guide on Pruning Your Money Tree
to get your finances sorted out, and not losing any of your
hard-earned dosh to online con artists?

On a less serious note, there are big blockbusters like
{he closing chapter of the Stars Wwars prequels, and Mr and
Mrs Smith to look forward to, plus glorious school-free
days tao fill. Whether you spend it fooling with your camera,
whipping up a work of art, getting to know Suzanne Jung,
Sly and a host of other celebs a bit better, or cracking our
Meritus Madness word search for a chance to win a hotel
stay worth more than $200, we wish you happy holidays.

Oh wait, back to 20 — it's hype's 20th issue and we think
that's cause enough to celebrate. You're welcome to join
us at our bash at Rouge on Mar 17 (more datails on pg 7)
and let your hair down. If there's one thing the years have
taught us, it's that though life is a challenge at any age,
it can still be fun, enlightening, enriching and full of hype.
‘Nuff said.

Foraever 20,

Hedirman Supian

PS: Look out for our ne
Xl Issua: n
hype. Dankeschén! ew team, new look, new

e

Grab hype at these places:
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Far East Plaza, 14 Scotts Road, #01-31/35
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Tampines Mall, 4 Tampines Central 5, #04-11/12
Jurong Point Shopping Centre, 1 Jurong West
Central 2, #03-05 Causeway Point Shopping
Centre, 1 Woodlands Square, #02-13
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CityLink Mall, One Raffles Link, #81-34
The Heeren Shops, 260 Orchard Road, #02-07/09
Wisma Atria, 435 Orchard Road, #03-29/31
INC
#04-108B, Far East Plaza
Quiksilver
z’;ragon Shopping Centre, 290 Orchard Road, #03-
Rip Curl
Pacific Plaza, 9 Scotts Road, #01-
Roues , #01-07/08
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Roxy
Pacific Plaza, 9 Scotts Ro
Shiasy ad, #03-04/05
Pacific PI
Singaporaez:&:i;!:: Rt:alji. #01-07/08
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fv!rﬁﬂe:::\‘; Singapore International Film Feat, Diana Krall & Talent Queosat 2005
Season of Brilllance: Singapare Arts Festival 2005 ¢
A look at tha line-up of our annual ans featival
hype 20 : the event
Read more on ouf very own bash!

Phua Chu Kang - The Musical &

And you thought everyona s favourita Ah Beng waa lone deal
Event Listings 9

ws 10
Efa?mgu?{e:lslm Smith, Kingdom of Heaven, War of the Worids, Baiman

Begins, Charfia and The Chocolale Faclory
Looking The Part
Dreas up .?:n your [nvourite movie characters
st Dance 15
E)SFEchn?IIm first international film to ba made in Singapore

inese Previews 1|
gnhnrgisq out of Amazon, Hidden Blade, The World

Ibum Previews |
I“Allnbn Inch Nails, System of A Down, Queans Of Tha Stone Age

No Slowing The Blues Train 18
Ublues are far lrom calling it quits

lvester Sim 19
%x: Sln;npum Idol runner-up shares hia lavourites

20 Special Sparks

20 inspirational youths tell their stories

It's a Jungle Out There i

Al heme with Channel NewsAsla's Suzanne Jung

Jol Chua

Gc?pcr:.mal with Singapore's own up and coming Chinese pop singes

m Lee:
ﬁ'g’w he Talwanese flop rose to the popular Chinese pop ainger he is tocay

Rebellious Love 5
I!'s street style romance with Flash N Splash

Scammed Online? 26

Tips on how not 1o got conned whila auctioning or buyng online

Record Breaking

Explore the new technology of digrtally recording your lavourile (elevision shows
Online Therapy +

Embrace the conversence of @-shopping for nifty buys

Good Games

Batman Begina, Commandos Strike Force. Hitman: Blood Money, Starcraft
Ghost, Doom 3. Resur rection of Evil

Victoria's Secrets
Expiore suburban Victoria

Pruning Your Money Tree
What to da when It's time 1o move on from the piggy bank

Premarital Pregnancy: The Paternal Story

Hear the other side of the siory

Autographs
Celabs kke Joanne Peh. Vincent Ng and Taufik toast hiype on its 20th issue

Frozen Flavours

Moon River Cald, Ben A Jerry's Scoop Shop, Estivo Gelateria and lco Monster
Chinese Brain Food

Can this maka you smaner?

Dining With Your Best Friend

Whiere you and your four-legged frienda can onjoy culinary delights

Pop Colour Crazy

How cross-processing can give film a ditferent leasa of lifa in colour
Meritus Madness

Crack the word search and stand a chance lo win a hotel stay
Homemade Gifts for Mothers' & Fathers' Day

Make your own glitter giobes and mosaic liles

Book Reviews

Kafka on the Shore, Harry Patter and the Half-Blood Prince,
Wilt in Nowhera and Monday Mourning

The Write Stuff

Interviews with outhors Faith Bleasdale and Jodi Plcoutt

Football Forays

Hangouts for foattall fans
Handlebar

The only local bar dedicated 1o bikors

20 Things Not To S

a
Check oul our humourous I.X

To A Star Wars Fan 50

@ on hia blockbustoer mavie franchise
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Diang Krall: One Night Only

Suntec City is n
ntim,

either the most acoushcalfy Perfect nor
ate musjc venue, byt when yo get arguably tha
b&lse“mg 1822 voeajigt In the worlg to Perform, filling seats
won't ba 5 Proble;
Tickets vailable onling o WWW fiimfeast, 20.5g and at Fans of Djan, Kral| Certainly won'y mind, for tha Chance (g
2l Ticke(Chargg outlets from Mid-March hear the Multi-Gramm ard-winning Performer who paved
the way for talents |ika Norah Jones, and took the world by
Storm with her quiet Sensuality ang her amag; Voice,
= ©r Sophomora album, en | Look Into Your Eyes, wan
re her a Gramm for the g Jazz Voog) Per!ormance and was
@ also Mominated fo, Album of the Year 1 first jazz album tg pe
nals of 5 Nominated in 25 years.
the voca) skills of Youths e When The Look of Love followed In 2001, it rocketed up the
3 Billboarg charts. Ang 1N 2002, it won Krall threg JUno awargs for
Segu.-g 10 create 5 stage for Youths, Talentousr 2005 e Best Vioca Jazz Album, Artist of the Year ang Album of the Year
mﬂseecmtﬂ‘tamsaged 1ﬁtozspmmg their skills in four + clinched the favounta | & most recen, release [ag Novempber Was recordeq live
Categones: emoeg,.,g onginal song com, on, solg and award | he recent MTV Asia Aid from the Monrreal 427 Festijya) Where shg Performag a duet with
mmgm_ (otheryise known ag the MTy Asia Awards) at the | €0rge Bensg, and sang 4 Special sgjq of her S0ng, “I Faji in Love
Backeq by main Singtel, the auditions, Quarter- IMPACT A, 4, Bangkok Too Easijy~
2d semi-finaj ounds haye held, ang of the spg- Lavigne: Performance at the Singapora Indooy ® Canadian Sensation il amve jn Singapora after Asjan
0¢d TalentOyeg pPefuls who sig d up, 20 from the four tadium, OManised by, idas Promotions, Is the las Stops jn Hong Kong, Shangha and Taipgj, Expect Kra)| t0 perform
C2l=gones haya short-iisteq 1, battle it o, at the S1op of her Second worfq tour, the Bonez 1o, Since [as hits such a5 “The Look gy Love", «|ye Got Yoy Under pmy Skin® ang
Grang Cont t S o win up 1 S60p October Lavigne has trekkaq across Europe, 24 cities in “Let's Faj i, Love", . KAY-LENE TAN
worth of North Erica ang vy head to Japan in Marcp With her |8
Into its Eghth year e Grand Finaj Will be hostag by opening act g, ling for Soup, beforg Winding it yp on Apnl 6, 8pm
WKRz and UFM 10q 5 DJs 0 and Ling, i " shore: . Suntec Singapors Internationa; Convention and
B by Singapore Idol finayisy Maiz Catch her Pérforming SOngs from her latest albym, Under [© Exhibition Centre
Lee, 5 Previous T; Contestant |, the groy, Y Skin Including the hit, *my 4ppy Ending” ang “Don't Tickets: 559, 599 S749 ang $199 from
perfl Categary, | addition, Students from Echo Tell M~ 0 knows, Avril might even perform Previous hits FckefCharge Outlets
Music School vy also pe dropping i for a speciay like “Co, Plicated” g the hit that sen; her into stardom,
perfo -~ KARQL ANN TAN “Skster g - JASMINE TED
Agxs?grgm' S Conterence iy Apnl 2, gpp, Singapore ingpor Stadjum
Tickets- 8125 (Free Stap,

ding), $110, 890, $75, 850
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Season of Brilllance:
ore Arts Festival 2005

SYIAH ISMAIL chats with the
Council to find out what's In sloré

for Singapore Arls Festival 2005.

Singap
NURUL-QUR
National Arts

programmes that the pop-culture generation can relate to, according
to a National Arts Council (NAC) spokesman

Debunking the perceplion that the arts revolves around the “traditional
shawcase” of palntings, music or dance, the spokesman explained that
the Singapore Arts Festival exhibils the “great deal of diversity in the
(arts] culture” and Is an opportunily for non-art enthusiasts and lovers alike
to appreciate “the different kinds of art forms" showcasing visual arts to
dance performances and theatre,

We have four blockbuster productions like The Philadelphia Orchestra,
Swan Lake (below), Amber and a Franch circus troupe Les Arts Sauts
(main picture) and other outreach programmes {0 enable as many [people]
to enjoy and participate in our programmes,” she sald.

The Singapore Arts Festival has a core programme for a general
audience followed by acts that target niche groups like Kidsfest for
chiidren, family entertainment, which Includes events like the French circus
Les Aris Sauts and outreach events to bring the event out of the formal
performing environment and closer to the audience, such as Rock on
Singapore and Drumming Explosion.

Some of these outreach evenls provide a unique alternative to usual
performances, Ilke Mirando Al Cielo (Looking at the Sky). This dance
performance provides a different experience as the performers will present
an eight-minute performance piece on a glass surface, with the audience
watching from below. Please see sidebar for mora highlights.

The Singapore Arts Festival will unfold from May 26 to June 26 at
vanous venues including the Esplanade, Victoria Theatre and even Orchard
Road. There will be an offer of 20% discount for students for any purchase
(ane ticket per parson per show).

Join the ArtsFest Club and enjoy the best seats in the house at a
discount! Stand a chance to win two tickets to any Singapore Arls Festival
performance (subject to availability) when you sign up as a member! For
more detalls and event listings at www.singaporeartsfest.com

Tn.s year's Si';igapore Arts Festival, themed Season of Brilliance, has

~

“

—

=

[/

National Arts Council fecommency the

following programmes (or youths:

Amber

This touching love sto "
theatre" set In moderr\:\-lga; (s
according to the Singaporg s
Festival brochure. It Is direcy
acclaimed Meng Jinghul ang { the
Liu Ye, Best Actor (Golden onts
award in 2004), and famous act
Yuan Quan. The Performance [
Mandarin with English Sublitleg, U

May 26 - 29, 8pm, Esplanag,
S$21 - $82 from SISTIC * ISt

The Busker's Opera (below)

A mus:caj performance featurin,
range of music genres from skg

to rap, It tells of a busker's @ L
done in a “salirical and pl '

the festival brochure p.g;f:,l 2
captivating Canadian perfunnanc.‘
adapted from The Beggar's Op«.,l:
popular theatre piece in London's 18t
century.

June 1-3, 8pm, Kallang Theatrs

$21 - $62 from SISTIC

\ﬂ
c,. ‘h.-'!g;
’ L
F: i:-:;- J’\
2 EA
. — i
Appartion
Calch the Asian premiere of this
Austrian dance. The NAC spokesman
explains this performance s a
breathtaking display of “innovative
interactivity belween dance, image
and sound” between the dancers and
motion sensors.,
June 6 - 8, 8om,

Univarsity Cultural Centre Theatre
£21 - 842 from SISTIC

Goran Bregovic and his Band
It's music from Serbla and Montenegro
its unique form as Bregovic, the music
/ ser, mixes “traditional Balkan
and Bulgarian polyphonies®
ether for this percussion piece.
Enjoy music from films that Bregovic
has written like Arizona Dream,
Underground, Tales & Songs from
Weddings and Times of the Gypsies.
June 8 - 8, 7.30pm,
Esolnade Concert Hall

4 $21 - 8§52 from SISTIC
o -

the event

Venue:

Sponsors:

&

No matter how our magazine cover treatments change, ByB8 has always been
aboutcohbralingﬂnmbﬂdlodmyalyadh-nmmmldmw
ideals, capturing its restiess spirit and its dynamic life force, In what we hope
ara woll conceptualised pages. And that's where iyPe20 comes in, we want 10
calebrata the launch of our 20th issue the only way we do best - by throwing
an outrageous party.

Trust us, It's not just a biatant excusa for launching and celebrating our 20th
issue. Get goodie bags containing eyeshadow or lipstick from Red Earth
{worth more than your admission ticket), and vouchers from Redken, try out
the latest Xbax games from Electronic Arts (EA), rock, bump and grind 10 tunes
from Up and coming local acts like Surreal and Vertical Rush. Did we mention
tha lucky draw? Stand o win prizes from our sponsors below. Get a ticket
soon, we're only going 1o let 300 lucky people in. Oh, and while you're there,
you can pick up more copies of hype.

REDKEN

(I ELECTRONIC ARTS
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ith a price tag of $3 million, Phua Chu Kang

- The Musical, is arguably the most maoneay

anyone has put into a local musical, according
to Channel NewsAsia.

That kind of moolah gets you an international crew,
including international music director Peter Casey,
whose long resume encompasses some of the most
commercially successful musicals such as Cats, Les
Misérables and Phantom of the Opera and technical
director Mark Andre, who has worked with renowned
circus troupe, Cirgue Du Soleil.

While the boonsh contractor’s Singlish-inflected
adventures may not capture an international market, the
appeal to locals Is something executive producer Edmund
Ool Is confident about.

He said, “Most of the arts programmes available in
Singapore are designed to cater to a niche group, but
Phua Chu Kang Is something Singaporeans can relate to
as there's always a little ah bengness in everyone. | hope
to let Singaporeans see theatre in a different light.”

Ooi has produced and composed several local and
foreign productions such as musical Bugis Street, street
party Swing Singapore and multimedia local history
exhibition The Singapore Story.

The accomplished trumpet player (since his secondary
school days) and former member of the Singapore
Armed Forces Music and Drama Company will also be
composing the melodies for the musical. With Peter
Casey orchestrating Ool's compositions and Bill Calhoun
choreographing the moves, the musical is already set to
be a hit.

Of course, having to actually pay to watch it. and
needing to sit through two hours of a production, the
script needs to be even better than the stuff that's won
this longest-running local sitcom the Asian Television
Awards for Best Comedy Series for six conseculive years
since 199B.

Phua Chu Kang - The Musical's plot begins with its
lead actor (Gurmit Singh) waking up from a nightmare,
that predicts he will die on his 40th birthday.

A series of misforiunes ensues, further confirming
the bad omen, while his long-time nemesis, Frankie Foo
(Lim Kay Siu) takes the opportunity to plot against him.
Still, Phua Chu Kang is a sitcom, so the darkish plot
notwithstanding, humour and heartwarming themes lika

for a surprise.

Gurmit Wha has pl a mole-y ane for eight yaars,
doesn't doubt Kang Kang's tp'aﬂll'l  Ha tells yme, “Phs
Chu Kang has done break'dancing, Jazz dancing and even
pale danc(ing]l" lf

However, Gurmit was also quick to dafend hi
Innocence, “Not that I've seen a pole dance before /ah.*
Having been trained In ballet and jazz dancing, Gurmit
added that he'll be up for any challenge the musical
requires of him.

Brimming with excitement, the comedlian-host added,
“It will be a very gratifying and rewarding experience fo
participate in such a large scale event.”

Gurmit also remarked that though some viewers think
the sitcom has outlived its welcome, Phua Chu Kang
still maintains an Impressive rating and will offer more
entertaining performances on stage.

These entertaining performances include those by
Bond girl look-a-llkes, Jazz and dixie bands, prolessional
dancers from China and even a full orchestra.

Adeline Tan, who heads the creative team of main
organiser, Liberty Productions, sald, "Expect to see
acrobats, stilt walkers, mascots and loud costumes, all
with a Singapore brand."

Will the heartland crowd support make this production
the “best In Singapore, JB, and some say Batam"? With
14 shows here, Phua Chu Kang - The Musical had
better hope so.

June 10 - 20, Weekdays 8pm, Weekends 3pm and 8pm
Singapore Indoor Stadium. www,pckmusical.com
Tickets: $25, $35, $55, $85, $100 from SISTIC

love, family ties and friendship continue to be served up Win

Singaporean style.
Naturally, a musical sinks or swims on its song and

dance element. And if you thought Phua Chu Kang can: § m
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Anime@ACM

Learn about the 600-year-old history of Japanese
animation and cartoon, al Anime@ACM in an lnternc!lvo
exhibition. Enjoy the movie screenings of popular anime
and appreciate displays of manga drawn by our very own
local artists.

March 4 - 20, Asian Civilisalions Museum

Free Admission

Singapore Fashion Festival

The glitterati are out in force again as the world's top
fashion designers gear up to roll out their collections
for our eyes only. Showcasing the creme of local talent
going together with international flavour, the Singapore
Fashlon Festival promises to gjve the fashion-challenged
aglimpse Into the wardrobes of Prada, Armani and Gucci
among local talents |ike Ashley Isham.

Mar 24 - Apr3

Participating shopping malls and boutiques

Simple Plan - Still Not Getting Any

Indulge In some head-banging as the Canadian band,
Simple Plan, will be In town to rock Singapore for a
one-night only concert. Simple Plan will perform crowd
favourites like “Perfect”, *Addicted” and much more from
their album Still Not Getting Any.

Mar 30, 8pm, Suntec Convention Hall 601

Tickets: $50 from SISTIC

Mumbal Masti/Madras Masala

The stars of Indian cinema, Shankar Mahadevan,
Mahalakshml Iyer and Unnikrishnan will be In town to
perform songs from their popular albums in a two-night
event In Singapore. They will captivate the crowd with a
combination of Hindi and Tamil songs, making the three-
hour cancert a blast for all Ballywood fans,

Mar 26 - 27, 8pm, Esplanada Theatres

Tickets: $32, $52, $72, $102, $152, 5182

The House Jacks: Band Without Instruments

This unique five-man a cappella outfit will perform cover
songs from Boyz Il Men, Stevie Wonder and U2 with
nothing more than their mouths. Other than covers, they
also have their own hits like “Gone" and “Sunday” which

If you think thera's
nothing happening

in Singapore, Iype
shows you 10 events
you can choose from.
— -

they will also be performing in their one-night performance.

Mar 26, 7.30pm, Fort Canning Park
Tickets: $35 and $40 (at the gate) from SISTIC

Standard Chartered Sevens Singapore 2005

Some 16 international rugby teams will pit their skills‘;
against one another In a two-day ma_tch at the Nationa
Stadium. The players, from countries such as New
Zealand, Australla and Singapore, will be trying to take
back the title from defending champs South Africa

April 3 -4, Singapore Na tional Stadium

Tickets: $66 and 5121

The Sound of Music

Celebrating its 45" anniversary, this Broadway musmgl
will be in Singapore for about a month. The musical Is
based on a true story about the determination and free
spiritedness of a young Auslrian governess.

April 8 - 30, 8pm, Esplanade Theatres

Tickets: $31.50 - $157.50 from SISTIC

Sonu Nigam - Love in Singapore A Bollywood Concert
Groove along with renowned Indipop singer and Indian
Idol judge Sonu Nigam and his band and dancers as they
entertain you with 150 minutes of adrenaline-pumping,
hip-gyrating tunes from Bollywood like “Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham” and *Kal Ho Na Ho". He's also known for
his hosting stint In Zee TV's immensely popular show TVS
Saregama. This is a one-night only event that's a must-
see for all Bollywood aficionados.

Apnl 9, 7pm, Suntec Convention Hall 602

- Tickets: $65, $130, $175 from SISTIC

Singapore Street Festival

Street culture immediately brings to mind graffiti, B-Boys
and the obligatory bling-bling. The Singapore Street
Festival incorporales those elements and expands on
them as an outlet for self-expression and a celebration
of creativity, vibrancy and youthfulness. Showcasing
performers and entertainers from all walks of life, this
event will offer performances like live gigs and emceeing.
For more details, check www.singaporestreetfestival.com
May 29 - 13 June, Orchard Road

Free Admission

The PC Show 2005

Possibly the region's most successful elecironic
showcase, the PC Show 2005 attracts crowds annually
looking for the latest in computer hardware and software,
gadgels, accessories and other electronic peripherals. It
Is the perfect stop for any technophile, gadget freak or
Just your average bargain-hunter. If you're in the market for
PVRs, why not check out our article on pg 407

Jun 2 - 5, Singapore Expo

Free Admission

hype 9
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tman franchise sees a return to Its

i b | t of the Ba
Star Wars Eplsode Il '!n'h:ul’a-y!:ar wall from the last great Star Wars movie Episode v Eg?k {:ggl;ns\:\zlir:egawd Goyer, writer of the BladeI:rlLDtg);‘qz':r:f:"t"oq
. eturn of the Jedi, will finally be over when the gre i i ter and director of cult hi '
Revenge Of the Slt Star Wars Episode lll: Revenge of the Sith hitg g Lantchaiag and Christopher Hola: WS worry about another disappointing

rector, fans don't have to wc
B ent like the previous Batman & Robin.

at directing a non-linear story — alcjeplly proven
drive the unravelling of Batman's past at the
Batman history, the darkness begins with a
Bale) being homified by the killlng of

s ci
Set amid the relentless three-year battle of the Clone mafse':.,'f,i

11l will cap off the iconic six-parter and brid
prequels and the onginal trilogy. SRS Do0 betvisen try
Al this time, Chancellor Palpatine (lan McDiarmid) has fise,
in power and the Republic Is about 1o be renamed the Galactiy
Empire. Meanwhile, the rift widens between Anakin Skywalker
(Hayden Christensen) and his friend-mentor Obi-Wan Kenobl {Ewan
McGregor). Finding an ally and confidante In the Chancellor, Anakin
embarks on his journey to the Dark Side and becomes the infamaoys
Darth Vader, putting his marriage to Senator Padmé Amidala (Natalie |

bubblegum treatm

Nolan's proficiency
in Memento — helps
start of the film. True (o f
young Bruce Wayne (Christian
his parenls.

A twist of fate impels the ve
Ghul (Ken Watanabe), a revere

turns to Gotham City as Batma
et Scarecrow (Cilllan Murphy), mafia boss

ngeful Bruce into the domain of Ra Al-
d leader of a ninja cult. Empowered,
n to face an infestation of

Portman) at risk. villains which include The s

ses CEO =

At::ild:’s ui‘hacsl'tellar cast reprising their roles from Episode |I; Carmine Faicc::r:el ﬂ'c'Tau\a:rn]lkmson] and Wayne Enterpri :;

Casila—Hugh:s orwmhls'lzagfggpf::'sn% :‘:‘fl': s Q P Keitha Hm:?':d ﬁ:!'l;zel 13;%?1; lead éale brings a more youthful charm next =
SiLueeniofiNaboo, i |cha£;| Keaton, George Clooney and Val Kilmer:

Phota:

to his predecessors M
Knowing Nolan's work, even with a less
our faith in our favourite vigilante. - ROGER LOW

previously played by Portman.

Episode |ll. touted by various fan sites as the ‘darkest' of
the prequels, will attract fans who will have their eyes peeled for
clhhara::‘t:r"s 's‘:us:tall;s E:n;amt:eariemus and the Wookies, along with

e epic lig r battle between Obl-Wan and Anakin. How )
with Episodes | and Il disappointing fans with razor-thin plots ca?::; ngdom of Heaven Orlando Bloom is In grave danger of being type-cast to play medieval
In under an overload of special effects, viewers will cross their fingers characters. He is Balian of Jerusalem, a young blacksmith-turned-
that this last-chance prequel said to cost US$150 million (S$244 kniaht hgr;nng to save the people of his hometown from Christian
million) will redeem Itsell. - KAROL ANN TAN mvgdf;fs as he serves a doomed king. Only this time, covered with
more facial hair and showing off a buff body, Bloom has totally lost
his boyish charms and has become quite a man

An estimated US$130 million (S$212 million), next to Alexander’s
USS150 million, was spent for the production of this epic tale by
Gladiator director Ridley Scott. It also boasts a solid supporting
cast, which includes Liam Neeson (Love Actually) and Jeremy lrons
(Being Julia).

Aside from Bloom's charms, Kingdom of Heaven lells a tale
of one of history's worst wars between two religions. With recent
history films like Troy and the three-hour snoozer, Alexander, being
as disappointing as they were, fans of this genre of movies are
hoping that Kingdom of Heaven will be something to give thanks &
for. - MARY VIOLET LORES

er known cast, he'll restore

Charlie and the

ChOCOlate FaCtQ-W == This whimsical story is the stuff of childhood fantasies. Mr Willy
~ P Wonka (Johnny Depp) is an eccentric chocolatier who launches a

worldwide contest where five lucky children get to visit his secret and
utterly delicious candy empire. We root for Charlie Bucket (Depp's
Finding Neverland co-star Freddie Highmore), a poor boy who wins
a place and is the only one who doesn't misbehave and thus never
gets booted from the premises in the most bizarre and weird ways by
Willy Wonka's confectionery gadgets.

If it sounds familiar, that's because It is.

Based on the beloved Roald Dahl book, Charlie and The
Chocolate Factary, it was first filmed in 1971 as Willy Wonka and
the Chacolate Factory starring Gene Wilder as Wonka. With three-
time collaborator Depp, Christopher Lee and Helena Bonham Carter
as Charlie's parents, director Tim Burton's remake Is expected to be
wilder and more imaginative.

Gel ready for a sugar high from the man who brought us Big Fish k(=18 of the Worlds
Sleepy Hollow and Mars Attacks. - SITI MARINA ABDUL ALIM

Twentieth Conlury Fox

holo

F

Director Steven Spielberg’s latest blockbuster project, War of the
Worlds, is based on a 1898 science-fiction novel by H.G. Wells.
With a star-studded cast including veteran actors Tom Cruise, Tim
Robbins and rising star Miranda Otto (Lord of The Rings), War of
the Worlds is the modern retelling of a catastrophic alien invasion on
- earth and the struggle of a typical modern suburban American family
v facing the imminent destruction of mankind.
Considering the original film adaptation the War of the Worlds
won an Oscar for Best Special Effects back in 1954 and the fact that,
according to Movies Online, it was regarded “one of the greatest

The gossip mill's charge that Angelina Jolle broke up Brad Pitt's
picture-perfect marmnage, thanks to this movie, will surely help ticket
sales. Not that this action romantic comedy Is likely to need it.

The sizzling duo play John and Jane Smith, Their boring.

predictable names mirror their equally bland married life in the _ sci-fi movies”, the task would petrify anyone without the stature
suburbs, except that both of them are assassins who keep thelr day /’ of Spielberg. Even with him helming the project, many fans are
jobs a secret from their spouse. Just think True Lies with youngef / Z"pr‘?ss'"g their misgivings online, particularly about the filmmakers'
and more delectable eye candy. d ecision to medernise the plot.

Paramount and Dreamworks appear to be rushing the project,

When the organisations they work for assign them to kill each
other, that's the cug for director Doug Liman, who also directed The
Bourne Identity, to pull out the raw gun power.

Pitt, who traded his Troy locks for a crewcut here, was said lo

v;jhuchj IMDB.com reported was originally sel for a 2007 release date
t atjwas brought Ii_:)rward to 2005, giving Spielberg and Cruise only
seven months to film it. As a result, pre-production was cut to 10

Miriivoisced i s lofbiezih i ol w:eks aind filming was :\ushed to afford time for the 500+ computer- 5
generaled imagery (CGI) effects that have been planned for the :

The question really Is whether this Is just the prelude to Mr and Mrs . BN el
. IS Ma £ it et
Pitt. - MARY VIOLET LORES B AR AN Hﬁsgaswlference. guess you'll need to see to know. &
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Holmat and Maak You're now a d
What moro can we say?
Vador's Irademark mask

and helmet are crucial

‘ E ) In achiaving the Sith f K B : L
l ‘ Lord's malevolent look plate, the voice changer ad e PACINS
- the dark side ain't cool 2 your voice and plays five of the dark s
e P rt without 'em, kida loved phrases such as r_.-..,'. <_- oy .
; l “Your powers are Wweax he Force W
vou,” “Don't make me destroy yC ind

*You don't KNnow

under that sinister
Convert that feeble
rasp with the Darth

logether with Vader:

Three men we graw up with - Batman, Darth Vader
and Willy Wonkn, will 11l our big screens dunng the
holidays. It's the pardect excuse for closet fans to
come outl and play dress up., 1s It going 1o be Vader's
air of malevolence, Batman's brooding presence or
Wonka's delicious talls? Go on and don that gorgeous
shiny halmet or Batman's whopping bling bling of a
ball, says KAROL ANN TAN with tips on how 1o look
the part

from th
Mask Ahinme Do
With its trademark bal ears, the =
mnsk Is essential In the Dark A ] peit you

Knight's quest for anonymity

Uity Balt

Containing and concealing the
Dark Knight's hoard of weapons
and goadgets, this nifty device s
not to be lefl out. Avallable for
$69.95 ol Toys 'R’ Us

Lightsabear

What's any self-
respecting Vader
wannabe without his
lightsaber? Time 1o
practise making the
woom-woom hum in
lime with your swishing

Cape

Be i leaping from bullding lo
bullding or jumping Inlo tha
Baimobile, the Dark Knight's
cape, flapping In the night breeze
adds 1o his alr of menace.

Cost of renting mask, cape and cEpes .l—r- ez
f black bodysull from Coslumes & iy
©  Mascots: $50 for threo days or Y = :
‘L? from No 1 Costuma Costume Ple hia el
5 Ltd: $60 for three days ;

hype 12
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Waltzing
Through

Top Hal

A black top hat Is to Willy
Wonka what the helmel and
mask are 1o Darth Vader. To
accentuate It, wrap a plum-

coloured ribbon ncross it. Lhﬂ Dancel - the first

[rternational| mdvie to

Tailcoat !
Johnny Depp as Wonka cuts “bexfiimed pletely in

a resplendent figure with his
plum-coloured velvet tail coat
It's too warm In Singapore
to wear one, bul you want to
look like you own the world's
greatest chocolate factory,
don't you?

Singapore.

Walking Cane

Wonka's gold walking cana lops
off his over-the-top gelup and
adds 1o his alr of roguishness
Substitute with a long umbrella
if you're desperate,

Cosl of renting tallcoat and top
hat from Costumes & Mascols.
$50 for three days or from
Masquernde 2000, S50 for
three days

Costumes & Mascols is al
785 North Bridge Road
Tel: 6299 0882

No 1 Cosiume Costuma Pte Lid s at =
32 Aliwal Strest
Tel; 6333 8440

Masquerade 2000
26 Ball Lane
Tol: 6292 4869

Y/

(44 ne Last Dance Is a genre-bending gangster
film = o fiim that deals in non-lingar fashlon
with the classic themes of a ‘codn’ and love

in the world of o perfect killer,” axplained producer Palar

Loehr, 37, In an e-mail Intarview

It also stands out given |1s intern itional cast, Including

the main protagonists of the movie Hong Kong aclor,
Francis Ng, remembered lor hia role in the mavie Internal
Affairs and, Talwanese octreas Vivian Hsu who acled
beside Jacklo Chan in The Accidental Spy. You can even
calch an sighl-minute cameo by Reservoir Dogs and
Pulp Fiction star, Harvey Keitel

In an imerview with Channel NowsAsia, Keitel had
asaid. *| had heard of Raintree belore, When One Last
Dance cama lo me, It seemed 1o be thal someone was
knocking on my door as | was looking al the door whero
the knock was emanating from.”

Loehr, who 15 based in China, told hype, “Working with
them [Ng, Hsu and Keital] was fanta sticl... All ol our cast
and the great lalent from Singapore that worked on our
film, notably Joseph Quock, who was one of the lead
roles, wern amazing Th-_-,r wore professional and talented
and \hey helped the rolea that wo had envisioned and
thought about for such a long time to jJump off the page
and onto the screen,”

Intereslingly, tha language used in the mowvie was
Cantonesa bul the cast comprised actors from Hollywood
and Asia and, to top it all off, it
old Brazilian Max Makowaki

*Max Is an Incredibly talented perfectionist,” Loehr
said, "His drive and energy and quest to be parfect will be
the ultimats kay o tha liim's su 2

It's a wonder why the producers and dire
international film of s scale chosa Singap
backdrop for their movie. *Tha Media Developmant
Authorty (MDA} invested in the Singopore-China co
production, One Last Dance, a lilm which is produced
under its 10-picture Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with MediaCorp and Rainiree Pictures,” said Ang
Hweea Sim, a repros live from the MDA, Although One
Last Dance saw linancial contributions from the MDA and
the Singapare Tourism Board, Loehr said their decision

ad on the *freshneas of all tha lant: .
itatives from Raintree Pictures and

18 directed by 36-year-

]

38 on 1he liim's budget

dded thal they had used the entire island, shooling
at least 40 dilferent localions, Including tha Esplanade
and Boal Quay. “We chose thesa locations for whal they
brought to the slory and how they fit into the averall
im.” What Loehr llked most aboul the Singaporean
eénvironment was her “fanltastic architecture and the great
lalent that was a part of our mavie as a result of shooling
in Singapora,”

“My most memorable experience most of the crew and
| will never lomgel slaying up all night into morming lor 20
plus days in a row,” Loehr added

The crew and Loehr have big dreams for this film,
We hope that we have made a lilm that has cross-over
potential, a lilm that can show at fiim feslivals and be
cammercial al the same time. Essentially, (hére are only
Iwo types ol films: good ones and bad ones - let's hope
that this Is a good one.™
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Tired of the bright, poppy, summer strains of music

that tend to linger on the charts this time of the year? If
you yearn for something darker, take a listen to hype's
choices for fgl_l-induged aural meltdowns this season.
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ing their repetitive guitar rifts’ and heavy soundile
highly-anticip@ted fourth album under Interscope records. Lullak
the band's selftitled album in 1998. The final two tracks ‘Dor}'

Died” were recorded [n'the fall By Hom
Homme chasethe final 1 & [
appearances b 1 tha b

bage In the track, "Ma

his blues-rock guifaFskil

on Mar 22. - S[TI MA?N' ,

System Of A Down

Hypnotize

As a heavy metal band that uses its talents o reflect
humanistic sentiments towards Incidents like 9/11 and
genocides in Armenia and Sudan (just to name a few),
System Of A Down's (SOAD) Hynoptize is the latest
statement that this aural lour de force makes.

Out since early March, the album’s only half the good
news - Mesmerize, another album, will be released six
months later. The double album was a result ol there being
too many good songs to fit In Hynoptize, which serves as
a pnmer for the second album.

They proudly wear their Armenian heritage on their
sleaves and their music Is tinged with an Eastern feel.
Daron Malakian (guitanst, vocals), Shavo Odadjian
(bassist), Serj Tankian (keyboards, vocals) and John
Dolmayan (drummer) also have the dubious honour of
having the top album (Toxicity) on the American charts in
the same week as tha 8/11 terror attacks.

It's also no surprise they're still working with Rick
Rubin on Hynoptize and Mesmerize. He's the American
Recordings label chief who has a knack for producing
albums for influential music artistes like Audioslave, Red
Hot Chili Peppers and Johnny Cash. With such a stellar
combination working on this, this double bill will surely be
one to live up to its name. - GARY LIM

-

ol
— ol {‘f.&«
-and/co-producer J8sh Homme - -

This renewal has resiited in

: ic stoner rock souritkig their

as also produced by Joe Baressi, who produced
ame” and “The Fun Machine Took A Shit And
tlintessentially Q since their first album.

Y Thisitlbum\vilkleatum some A-list guest

@ froty The Distillers, Shirley Manson of Gar-
¥ Billy Gibbons- who's as famous for

| pleasure when the Ts released

" ‘

\ . - \
N\ o

Nine Inch Nails

With Teeth

Six years in the making, the follow-up to 1999's magnum
opus The Fragile is arguably the most anticipated
Industnal album of the year, a record set to put the genre
back on the pedestal again

To give a sense of what fans can expect, almost 40-
year-old front-man Trent Reznor was quoted in a Rolling
Stone article saying, *It's more song-oriented (than 1999's
The Fragile). It's much more lean. It's going to be 12 good
punches Iin the face- no fillers, no Iinstrumentals, just
straight to the point.®

Less baroque than The Fragile, yet as unyielding, With
Teeth promises not only to push the musical envelope
but tear it asunder. Expect one-man braintrust, Reznor
lo pack as much vitriol as possible, interweaving his
indelible signature hooks, pulsating beats and gnm nffs to
create monumental sonic landscapes of torment that even
industnal neophytes can digest and savour.

With Reznor's golden touch, Foo Fighter's Dave Grohl
on drums and The Fragile's producer extraordinaire
Alan Moulder at the helm, fans and the industry alike
can hardly wait to sink their teeth into first single, “The
Hand that Feeds". An endorphin rush set to be unleashed;
With Teeth is just the sound bite we've been waiting for
- SAMUEL NG
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Jaded, apathetic or ambivalent,

3  music scene.
‘ NG pries open the |l
the surface.

late Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters and
I Leadbelly - these names don't roll off the tongue
as caaly as Brtney Spears, Chnstina Agullera
and other commercial artistes who pander to tha MTV
generation. But to Singapore's premier blues band,
they're an inspwation. Defending their passion lor
an older generation's choice of music, Danny Loang
[extreme right abave], 32, gultanst and founder of the
UBIuss Band, sald, “Young people are nol aware of iis
[Blues music's] cultural significance and Influence on
music. Legends lika Led Zeppelin, Rolling Stones and
Enc Clapion all grew up listening to the blues,”

*Blues |s one of the roots of music and gave forth o
the genres of contemporary music today like rhythm
and’ blues, allernative and metal, Our versaliiity
aftracts young people = we do blues, soul, funk and
gven morp contemporary music like jazz with a faster
fempo,” he added,

UBlues (Trevor Jalla - lead vocals/gullar, Danny
Loang = guitar/keyboard/vocils, Francis Chan - bass/
vocals and Gary Tan - drums) members may have gongé
their separate ways bul fans bemoaning the breakup
ol this acclaimed group (a complimentary label given
by the legendary Buddy Guy himsolf) can cheer
knowing [1'll still be jamming on stage sporadically
*Wo are taking a break as we've been playing for six
years al a stratch and s0 We are going on our awn

d on the

puipi R

No Slowing the Blues Train

\his is the profile of many P

\ may lament and |
M enthus!astls,alugs gand, he finds {here's muc

Photo. UBlues

assing judgment on the loca

E
k of talent but when SAMU
L h more bubbling beneall

- —

ways but as and when the occasion calls for It, we will
gel back together on stage,” said Loang,

March Is an especially good time to catch them doing
just that - the band's appeanng with the Lampano
Alley Band from the Philippines al the Mosaic
Festival al the Esplanade, as well as Hope Jam, The
annual festival showcases nol only the best of what
local music has 1o offer with Electnco and E.L.C, but
ather regional and Intemational acts as well, It's also
a platform for buskers and up and coming amaleur
bands to struf their stufl;

Alzo In the works Is the staging of the (hird UBlues
festival, In July or October, celebrating blues music.
Loong added, *Wa might be having special projects
with international' bands and be collaborating with
other artistes in the near future.”

There I8 no reining In Loang, who Is on'a mission
to promole and develop local music. *I'm trying 1o
cultivate the music scene by conceplualising and
promoling local, relatively unknown bands,” he said:
*We are selling up, under the UBlues network, a live
music bistro in May and not only will contemparary
bands like EIC and Electrico be playing but this club
will be used as a staging slage for amateur bands who
are koan lo play live sels. That way, by jamming o
a live audience; they can expose themselves to [(a]
crowd and gain experiénce, even gel talenl scouled.”

A
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Name: * | Age."l
What's all the hype about:

|

Name:

Name: Tzang Merwyn Tong =
Age: 25 N4 =L Ag s
What's all the hype about: Py 5. jiatsagaligine iy Ves
Despite not having any fim 4eie about:
training, his first short film 0 : i
~ [e'Tzaintes] received the
prestigious  Bronze Remi
Award at WorldFest 2003
and was the opening film
for the Berlin Asia Pacific
‘ Film Festival 2004. Not one
to keep idle, this Ngee Ann
)Polytechnlc Mass Communication graduate embarked
on a second project, A Wicked Tale, which made its
world premiere at the 34th International Film Festival
Rotterdam in January to a sold-out audience. Tzang
was also one of the 500 ocutstanding young filmmakers
invited to attend the 3rd Berlinale Talent Campus in
February featuring renowned directors like Ridley Scott
and Christopher Doyle.
In his words: *l was inspired (to make [e'Tzaintes]) by the
superficial-ness of everyone around me. Everybody is an :
exaggeralion of themselves and their social typecast. [UNIEAGIEES
It's just the way we are as humans, always wanling to
impress and always wanting to be what we are not. So |
decided to make light of it [and] give a voice to teenagers
all'over the world."

« -

Name: Samuel Weng Shengmiao 22
What's all the lypa about: He is possibly, the first Singaporean without a degree
employed as a tutor in the National University of Singapore. Armed with a Mass
Communication diploma from'Ngee Ann Polytechnic, and Impressions of a Pipa
Player: Profiles of the World's Most Premier, a 212-page bilingual book he
authored while he was a student, Samuel was also accepted at the best postgraduate
programmes in America and the United Kingdom, He is working on a second book:
called Qi: A Guide to the Instruments of the Chinese Orchestra, and considers it
his mission to bring awareness of Chinese music to the masses. Invited to perform as
far away as Copenhagen, London and Sweden, the first prize winner of the National
Chinese Music Competition Singapore In 2000 and 2002, and winner. of two golds
in'the 21st Century International Chinese Music Competition/in Genting in'2002, is
Singapore's best pipa player In his age group. He picked up the instrument at 12 and
fell in love with it because of its complexity,

In his words: “The practices are intense and somelimes take up eight hours a day.
Even though my fingers are in pain, [I] just tahan [bear] the pain and/go on... There's
no such thing as | don't practise, but | can' perform; no such thing as'a perfect |
performance either."
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Naome: lan Cal Xusheng Age: 20 Name: Jamle Marie Lewis Age: 19
T What's all the hype about: The What's all the hype about: Halfway
only Singaporean at a conference through her studies at Yishun Junior
by the World Assembly of College, Jamie Marle knew she
Youth (WAY) In Jokaria to meet didn't want a degree which doesn't
Indonesian  President  Susiio guarantee happiness or a job.
Bambang Yudhoyono, over the The 19-year-old Starbucks barista
reconstruction of Aceh after the was unsure of her calling until a
tsunam| disaster, lan was also Youth Expedition Project (YEFP) to
in the first student group to lend Bangalore, India, enlightened her.
humanitarian aid to East Timor In  Withfellow YEP member Jared Tham,
2001. This Ngee Ann Polytechnic she started The Choice Iniliative last
Business Studles graduate starled January, The organisation conducts
humanilarian work afler altending workshops tackling youth [ssues
a National Youth Leadership such as suicide and premarital sex.
Conlerence In 1999. The National They've also conducted a two-day
Youth Achievemen! Award (NYAA) theatre camp, TCI underground
Gold Award winner visited Indiain at Dramabox as part of this. TCI
1999 under the United Nationsand will be sending 12 volunteers to
the Mather Teresa Organisation, Srl Lanka or Aceh In June to help
helping at an orphanage for reconstruction efforts,

the disabled for two weeks and In her words: “After witnessing the
performing for 300 sireet kids In a lives of youths in India... | came back
minl-concert. knowing that | want to volunteer and
In his words: “After... meeting so help others who did not have life as
many people who have probably easy as | did.”

spent thelr whole life in misery, it *Being an opinionated and vocal
Is priceless to know that | have person has kept me thinking [about]
made a difference to them when how | can help and being someone
they are helped with their dally who belleves In this lifestyle
physiotherapy or chatting with (volunteering) has given me the
them even for only a second.” motivation to continue.”
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Name: Amanda Ling Age: 20
What's all the hype about: Her band, Electrico,
was nominated for the Favourite Artist Singapore ‘
award at the MTV Asia Awards 2005. The
keyboardist was talent-spotted while playing for .
Throb by Electrico lead singer David Tan. Her
= addition completes the current line-up and gives
Nnmo Chew KhorHan/.':[ - 23 . a feminine twist in an otherwise all-male rock
W'hat‘l al lhn hye lhOUL__h.‘_f '« N car _ band. She produces her own music and is training

' goryio to become a nightclub DJ too. This classically-
trained pianist started music lessons at the age of
four and is a LaSalle-SIA Music graduate.
In her words: “I want to experiment for a while...
I'm pretty adventurous, | just wanna iry everything
in the whole realm of music.™

| Prees: Croew Kor Han

A

Name: Sam Cooper Age: 20
Whal's all the hype about: He's the singer/songwmiter/bassist of Pug
Jelly, which was also nominated for the Favourite Artist Singapore
/ award [n MTV Asla Awards 2005, The band that started in 2001 has
indiWod opened for the famous Sum 41 twice and, In 2003, released a self-
5 matd funded debut album Motivation For Getting Up In the Morning,
S stithad In his words: *My parents are not very supportive. They don't really

fi‘lﬁ‘l'n_' A !
|nteror designer in a blg
(O RAIm for you

»
hard... then you'll succeed, N

|}-'-]'_'r-:i.‘<‘ﬂ'r"'l 0 m 1n‘.“ll".--‘

10 Work hard: 1o mé fallure I8 the me{ know much about music, and they think that if you're not earning
Important (hing o our lives becausadts money off it you shouldn't be deing it. But you see, they don't realise
fall, we'll try harder the naxt chance wey (hat we're taking steps to get somewhere and |ust because we're
(00t and shactialUtwe' || sucoasd] not getting money, it doesn't mean we're not doing anything."
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What's all the hype about: Yao Xlang got his big break when he g Nnma". Theresa Goh Ru S Age: i |:
the National Fin Swimming Team to win the Relay Gold, braakin What's all the BYDe about: [ L Jcl. -
personal record and attaining a bronze for the Individual category avan b : ’

the 2003 SEA games. The first-year Arts student from the Nationg G:‘.':"  having Spina Blfida, rendering
University of Singapore (NUS) also released an album; The p WESHOR 1 8inc ‘-. th
End, with his band, The Swim Shadys, last July. Yao Xiang, who pla, SNGIPAM SR
lead guitar, formed the band with other national swimmers Inclugjp, s
Mark Chay and Gary Tan. All proceeds of The Deep End, slanding ,

< ISEOR |

Name: Lim Yao Xiang Age: 22

-]
=
-

Protg. S8 u*""‘w Ann. |

enough, you can |ive your dream,”

Name: Shahril Ishak Age: 21
What's all the liype about: The national team's midfielder broke the tie
between Singapore and Myanmar with a free kick In the first leg of the
recent Tiger Cup semi-finals, helping to bring back national pride In
soccer. Ishak, who dons Fandl Ahmad's “17" |ersay, started out when
he was just 9, in the National Under-12 team. It's no surprise that he's
an ambassador for Nike's “Play To Win" campalgn with his polished
footwork, which includes deadly free kicks and slaloms through
defense. He was also the pioneer batch of players of the National
Youth Academy in 2000.
In his words: “At first, | don't want the number, but | grew up watching
Fandi Ahmad and it's an honour to get the number 17. Being In the
national team is like a dream come true and | see it as a reward after
playing for so long.”

$20,000 at press time, go to Children-At-Risk Empowerment (CARE
In his words: “I didn't coma from a family of swimmers and my passie
and motivation had come from learning more about mysell dur
training, and growing up believing that when you push yoursell har
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In my head and

Name: Mariyanto Aribowo
Age: 21
What's all the hype about: l
On a year's altachment
at Conrad Centennial
Singapore, Mariyanto
received a bronze for the
Food & Hotel Asia (FHA)
' 2004 Culinary Challenge
Awards under the MLA Black Box category and is
also part of the winning Dream Team. He joined the
bi-annual regional competition as a challenge and
admitted that winning it was a surprise because his
Dream Team had problems communicating. The
Indonesian Chinese nearly quit his SHATEC Hotel

-

Pnotor Naciah Yusofl

™ Wang Qlfle . Management course halfway, because of pressure

o : ]dustrlal from his tutors but he didn't because he didn't want

' ~ t | to let his team down. He aims to be a successful
,ontro

holelier.

In his words: *What kept me going is that | realise
that the competition not only involved me but also
my leam members. We had gone through days
when we practised together and | cannot be selfish
[and] just give up. | also got support from my family
as well as all my friends... If others can do it, so
can you.”

Foundation Scholarship = ==
given by the non-profit = Name: Paul Francis Chong Age: 21
organisation that aims to Whal's all the hype about: Paul was ranked 5th among the world's best

flalr bartenders as Singapore's representative in the annual international
bartending  competition King of The Ring Flair-Bartending

invention  from  this | Competition in Las Vegas last April. His first placing in the 2002 15th
El Engineenng | Bartender Assoclation of The Year Award, heralded his success in
ral  student from later competitions ~ last year's Bartender of the Year and Bacardi-
T Technological Martini Grand Prix.
fibre-optic networks 5 to Paul became Singapore's No.1 bartender while studying in Shatec.
Y  costs. Qijfe graduated He's also judged for International events Iike a mixology competition =
| ing degree a year ahead of his | during the Food and Beverage Expo and The Smirnoff Bartending
‘ Science and Technol ogy | Competition in Australia last August and October respectively.

Paul started Singapore's third bartending organisation, Flair-Inc with
fellow bartending champ, Rahmat Bin Suall, 27, last August. Their small
start-up will organise a flair competition, Be Who You Want To Be:
Singapore Flair Challenge, In March.
In his words: “To me, flairing Is just 5 per cent of bartending, because there's more to the other 95 per cent, where there
Is the handling and entertaining the customers, mixing the drinks and ensuring quality service.”

“People kept saying that | don't deserve to win (the competitions) but | took it in a positive manner and have so far
proved them wrong.®
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A Jungle
Out There

Channel NewsAsia just turned six in March,
but its face for us for more than two years
has been PrimeTime Morning's Suzanne
Jung. OLIVIA QUAY gets invited to her
home and discovers what she's like behind
the suit.

n-alr, she's inquisitive, lalkative ang

takes command of her interviewees

- from Jackie Chan and Alicia Keys to
cancer-stricken children and retrenched workers
- but Suzanne Jung describes her after-work
persanality as “quiet” and “a [ittle shy”

The attractive 28-year-old anchor of Channe|
NewsAsia's moming news Show, Who Wwas
spontaneously serenaded by Michael Bublé, has
no need for a matchmaker, thank you, but s likely
1o be assessed by one as a nightmare or dream
date, depending on how you look at L.

For slanters, there's her dress sense. Not
only does she rely on her mather as a clothes
consultant and shopping partner, if you pick her
up for a night out, you'might find her wearing a
long-sleaved turtleneck with long panls as she
did during a recent attempt to enjoy the clubbing
experience, That's her [dea of casual wear. “You'll
never catch me In a tank-top,” she said.

Not only won't she put on a sexy top, it's even
a long-running tease at Channel NewsAsia that
Suzanne never wears skirts. In facl, she anly
owns two pairs - one in Korea, one In Singapare.
She doesn't frequently wear them because she
doesn't leel very comfortable and she has to be
more careflul in them... and she's not

By Suzanne's own admission, she also
“doesn't really go out”, And who can blame the
homebody when her workday, which lasts from 4
am to 3.30pm, makes It near impassible to have
anything close to a normal social life.

Forget about a by-the-way lunch date, her
mum prepares lunch and dinner for the whole
family every weekday, as she has done for the
past 20 years. As her mother can only cook
Korean food, the Singapora Permanent Resident
only gets to eat the local food 'she loves, like roti
prata, curry and laksa, on weekends.

Il'we are what we eal, It's ‘not suUrprising
that this diet has produced in her a healthy
blend of the traditional Korean girl and the
new millennium career woman, Suzanne's very
traditional when it comes to family values, filial
piety and her dressing. In fact, so canservative
Is her businessman father that he and his wile
malchmade Suzanne's younger sister, who's
happy about the arrangement.

Suzanne thinks she's not getting any.‘nagging’
from her parents because “my dad can't bear to
let us go®, More likely, it's because sha's already
in a long-distance relationship, SOITy guys.

I she weren't, she would have no qualms about
being Introduced to her friends' friends, becalse
she's *more comfortable with being (riends first,
getting attracted and working from there”.

Good looks don't necessarily push her
buttons, she said, unable to Identify with those
who swoon over Brad Pitt, George Clooney, Tom
Cruise and Bas Yong Jun. But while she doesn't
exaclly know what she's “looking for”, she does
ike @ man with *a smila that shines”.

DESPERATELY SEEKING SUZANNE

In person, she's extremely friendly. How often does a
celebrity offer to speak with a mere acquaintance at
her three-bedroom condominium in Newton, after all?
Dressed in a long-sleeved blouse and slacks, she still
oozes an aura of professionalism, but she's definitely
more approachable and relaxed, even “goofy, nerdy and
‘blur satong'", she said, switching fluently from broadcast
English to Singlish as she chats.

When it comes to work, she's more of a talker than a
listener, but the opposite holds true in her personal life
Suzanne readily admits that when she's working, she's
very different from who she really is. Like a fleeting bout
of an identity crisis that many of us often experience, she
deduces, “Or maybe | don't know who | am.™

Despite being on television almost every weekday
morming, Suzanne doesn't llke being the centre of
attention. In fact, she “covers herself up™ and has recently
started wearing sunglasses whenever she goes out.
Suzanne's quite content that strangers notice her shorter
sister instead when the two of them walk down Orchard
Road, refuting stereotypes of egocentric types In the
television industry.

Whether at home or at the office, Suzanne does and
solves almost everything through the Internet. She shops,
reads, contacts friends using the World Wide Web, She
credits her excessive Internet usage to the lack of time
and she finds the efficiency of the web very appealing.
It's still a mystery as to whether Suzanne just prefers the
extent of anonymity that comes with doing things online

SO YOU WANT TO BE A NEWS ANCHOR?

Born In Korea as Jung Sel Eun, Suzanne (named by her
grandfather) attended kindergarten in Hong Kong, and
slaved under the Singapore education system (which
included learning Mandarn) from primary school until
she graduated from Anderson Junior College. She then
furthered her studies at Korea's Yonsei University and
UGLA In California. During her university years, Suzanne
Interned at American national broadcaster NBC and upon
aftaining her Bachelor of Science, started work in Korea
before her job with Channel NewsAsia brought her back.
The rest is history.

Suzanne's power Sults may suggest intimidation and
credibility, but these qualities are really enhanced by her
knowledge of the world's going-ons when she presents
the bulletin with earnest sincenty. To Suzanne, delivering
the news is “not about talking, chatting, or gossiping”.

Having spent most of her lifa in Korea and in Singapore,
Suzanne Is also comfortable with new environments and
can adapt easily to change. She embraces Singapore's
laidback lifestyle, finding It a relief next to Korea's fast-
paced life (though we beg to differ). She also credits her
Iriendiiness and ever-ready smile to her time spent in Los
Angeles where even the postman and milkman would
greet her with a grin and a “Hello, pretty!”

RECITE THIS: PLAN, PLAN, PLAN

For someone so at ease with environment change and
up-to-the-moment developments in news, Suzanne is
strangely obsessed with planning. She loves to sit down
with a calendar In front of her and “Just plan®. She's

even happier when her schedule changes along the way
because then, she's able 1o start planning all over again.

You can't expect less discipline from someone whose
alarmn clock goes off at 2.30 am, and who keeps an on-
off daylight vigil on international news channels, websites
and newspapers and spends most of her lime online,
whether it's e-mailing her correspondents, or extensively
researching for future interviews. She would rather be
busy and complain about not having enough time, than
having nothing to do and being bored

Since Suzanne joined PrimeTime Morning in August
2003, her schedule has been revolving around work
She had to drop everything personal when she started
presenting. This year, she's decided to make a change.
What she would like is not having a life of luxury, but a life
at her own time. Suzanne wants to do things for her own
personal growth, other than improving herself career-wise
In fact, she’s just signed up for a Spanish class and hopes
to put her new skill to good use when she vacations to
Spain this year, among other countries like Italy, Shanghai
and Hong Kong.

THE SOFTER SIDE TO SUZANNE

Unfortunately, dividing her time between Korea and
Singapore has caused her to lose some of her friends.
And because she's someone who chenshes memories,
she finds herself constantly living in the past

€ It's difficult to distance myself
from what was, what happened,
what was beautiful and nice, but
I've to move on with what | have
and be happy.))

Suzanne candidly admits she cries a lot, and from what
her mother tells her, she's always been a cry-baby. Still she
doesn't consider herself too emotional or sentimental,

CCl get touched very easily. I'm
especially weak to children. Little,
trivial things move me. Sometimes,
just talking to my dad about stuff,”
she said, calling herself “the girl

with a lot of tears.))

Maybe it's this softer side, in addition to her level-
headedness, that explains why friends find it easy to go
to her for advice,

She enjoys giving her two cents' worth because she
“loves to help®. Something she picked up along the way
prolessionally and personally, is that there are times when
peaple don't appreciate the help she's giving them and
“Just wanl to be left alone®. On such occasions, she gets
taken aback and realises that there are boundares, even
when it comes to helping people,
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LY ing that needs more grooming and preening, it's your nalls. Utterly exposed
mm gmmand {hat hand to your contact or ahot guy or girl, nalls need to be
caredfornotonly by yourtaking extradosesof calclum ustsothey'rehealthy andwon't
break, Us mere mortals are incapable of the utmost care and touch-ups nalls need.
And youcan'tjustleaveittoanyoneto glve some TLG o your proclous pinkles either.
That's where tha folks at nall basics coma In. Don't let the cosy shop space
fool you, they run the whole gamut of beauty sarvices - regular manicures,
pedicures, nall extensions and art, spa-/ike massages while you mask and
molsturise your nalls and skin, plus eyobrow iimming and embroldary,
eyelash curls and extensions and makeup; Rest assured, there's no
compromise n quality even when thelr staff of four are adepl at 80 many:
things. And they don't skimp on using quality Ingred|ants for treatmants:
either. Thelr roputation alone, has spawned a few franchise outlets In

Ul Malaysia.
‘! So why not make an appeintment with nall basics to glam up for
s Ppromsorthe annual dinner and dance?/|'s also a beauty pit-siop for
(5 thosa racing to meet deadlines and who can only afford'at most an

hour to get thelr nails done. Guys can also look forward to this place
to pamper themselvas (and probably practise a few plck-up lines
while they're at It) since It's a unisex nall salon too,
But It's not only about looking good, it's also about belng(n tha
pink of health, Adeline Tan, owner of nall baslcs, sumas it up best
with her salon's credo, *Our mission statement Is that\wa ballave
a healthy and well maintained face, body and nalls are essentlal
1o your lifestyle needs®.

; Enjoy a 20% discount off products and services
L at nail basics when you present this page at the
AP counter!

\ Prices
4 | Just Manicure $17.90
v Just Pedicure $28.90
A 5 Facial $38,00
\ Eyabrow Trim $ 9,80

Eyelash Perm $28,00

Contact nall basies for their full
range of sorvices W

Ay
2 '

nail basics
304, Lucky Plaza, #01-04

= v ASTES
2y o

Opening hours: 1 (RS
; v'fg [ &
°8" | ]

Mon to Sat, 10.30am - 8.30pm,
Sun, 2.30pm - 7.30pm

Conf

Phatography by Leonard Goh
Coordination by Mark Ngan
Halr and Make-up by Red Ngoh

Styling assistance by Pamela Sla

Speclal thanks to Aaron Wong,
Hedirman Supian and Emest Goh

Text provided by Flash N Splash
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Cindy wears Skatahy Tokyo tank top (842)
and satin culottes ($115) from Stussy,

Ben wears Slideways swealer ($109), Here
Comes White tee ($35) and Poinldexter pants

4
Cindy wears Tapped Out top (§55) and Katie 1’7
skirt ($79) from Stussy.

s

Ben wears League Track jacKet ($105), Old

Gold Lion Crest t-shirt ($55) and Campbell

pants ($115) from Stussy. d ($89) from Volcom.
hype 33
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VOLCOM

The Volcom idea was born to Incorporate a
major philosophy of the times, “Youth against
establishment". This energy was an enlight-
ened state to support young creative thinking.
Nirvana and Pearl Jam expressed it best.

Since those wild beginnings, the Volcom Stone

has spread slowly across the world. It continues

to run off the same philosophy it started with. :

The Volcom thinking now flows through its art, Cindy wears gothic tee ($49) and Falda sk
music, films, athletes and clothing. ($69) from Voodoo Dolls.

s Par jacket (155}, Slur stripe
Volcom to the Jungle, Ben wears Pastley shirt ($95) and Doobal : pbell pants ($115) from §
pants ($109) from Valcom.
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Cindy wears Strung : - ~ e 4 —
Out tee (§55) and u]ﬂm 9.4
Gelatl jeans ($108) from

Stussy. | great way to skatel lﬂ
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Al Inline Culture, we offer the widest range of Inline skates and
accessonies in Singapore.

=
==

2 i Qur stafl and international certifiad instructors here will assist
- \

- ”
STUSSY B //'//44 - you in choosing tha right pair ol shatas that suils you.

DJs, musicians and skaters all over the world | W " Wa provide good service, quality products at tha most competi-
rocked Stussy's gear and sat f on fire. It
crossed into so many different underground
circles that it was hard to pinpoint who wore
Stussy. It has always been withoGt definition,
Just like music, Stussy “sampled” images and
graphics from different social'groups and time
periods and musical style to create a look that
was so right.

Www.inlineculture.com

SALOMON €€ »

Stussy blended skatewear, workwear, surplus
and preppy to set the standard for what Is
referred lo now as streetwear,

From skate to surf, to reggae to hip hop, to
electronica to preppy, and everyone in between,
Stussy still makes its mark.

- ROCES SIGEH"
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Ihustration: Mark Hgan

Ithough mast sellers on eBay and Yahoo! Auctions

Singapore take their business seriously, not all do.

me common disputes online shoppers get into

range from getting damaged, non-returnable goods,

goods that don't amve and users' accounts being unfairly

suspended. Here's yPe's guide on how to prevent your-
self from being a victim

Damaged Goods

*| once bought a [second-hand] top from a bad seller
[who] lied to me and npped me off,” said Lydia Kah, 20,
a university undergraduate studying in Australia, who
has accumulated over 40 successful trades on Yahoo!
Auctions Singapore since late 2003. “[In the auction] she
stated that the top had [only) one stain on it [that] could
be removed by washing [but actually] there were two other
rather big stains. | also paid for registered mail and she
[sent the item] by normmal mail and [never refunded the
extra) $2. [Then] when | gave her a bad rating she gave me
a bad rating, which was really unfair as | paid up on time
and was in constant communication with her.”

Goods Never Arrived

Susan Thompson, 45, a full-time online seller in Texas,
America, is an eBay user with 500 trades. She has also
had bad experiences with eBay sellers. “A seller that
swore that he had shipped the item, then claimed that it
must have gotten lost somewhere in his warehouse, [He]
never gave me a refund, only a merchandise credit (given
by a company allowing you to buy another product from
them at the same price as the one you originally paid for),"
she said in an e-mail interview.
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s madazine, loca|
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5 online shopping. But Unleg
nline marketplaces like Yahe:
Bay, more online unpleass,
also be expected. MARY-An
ou how to avoid the pitfalls,

What you can do: Before you bid on an item, it's a goc
idea to check your seller's feedback. “Usually the high
the number of feedback with high positive rating [suggest
the sellers to be more trustworthy,” says K. L. Sim, 5
a Chief Executive Officer of a Multinational Corporatic
in China. He is also an eBay instructor in Singapore. *
unsure and you want clarification, write to the sell
[before bidding]." The consolation if you do get ripps
off, is that eBay has a Purchase Protection Programm
already in place.

If you've paid for an item but what you received w
not agreed on (i.e. broken or Just completely different) an
your seller refuses to reimburse you, or you don't reces
it at all, eBay advises you to try and contact the seller |
any way possible.

Should you not be able to reach him/her, you can repa

The eBay Selling Basic Program

Want to learn more? eClub @ Marine Parade
offers eBay seller instructional classes, taught
by K.L. Sim,

Dales: Mar 26 and Apr 30

Time: Full day sessions from 9.30am to 4.30pm
Course Fee: $150

Venue: Blk 35 Marine Crescent #01-65

Tel: 6445-9095

To apply, visit www.xcicansulting.com/ebay.htm

the problem to eBay or contact your credit card company,
put nowadays credit card users are advised to use PayPal,
«5 secured method [which offers] both sellers and buyers
protection in the event of disputes"®, according to Sim.

sald Thompson, “The second time [| was scammed]
was [during a transaction with] a seller in New York. This
one tried to claim he couldn't get to the post office because
of all the mess with 9-11 and ground zero security. [He]
just gave one excuse after another then he wouldn't even
answer my emails. Luckily this time | paid by PayPal and
was able to recover all of my money.”

If you didn't use a credit card and there is still no
response from your seller, you can file a Fraud Alert. eBay
agrees (o partially reimburse buyers for losses incurred
from non-delivery (due to fraudulent sellers) up to US$200
(5$330), but how much you are reimbursed depends on
the final bid price of the item, which must be at least
USS25 to be eligible for the claim.

Unfortunately though, if you're ever in a situation like
this on Yahoo! Auctions, you're on your own, Yahoo! makes
it very clear that it doesn't control the users on Yahoo!
Auctions Singapore. Jacqueline Yeo, spokesperson for
Yahoo! Singapore, told hype, “Because Yahoo! gets mare
than 500,000 visitors from Singapore every day and
receives thousands of new posts each week, Yahoo! is
not able to screen every single posting on our site.”

Unfair Non-Paying Bidder Alerts on eBay

eBay has a system where deadbeat buyers are sent
non-paying bidder alerts. If you accumulate three such
warnings, your account will be suspended, making
it difficult for you to collect good feedback, which is
important for buyers as it gives sellers the confidence to
trade with you. However, sometimes sellers abuse the
alerts system.

Since eBay charges sellers for every auction they
host, some sellers would rather send buyers warnings
to get eBay to pay for the auction cost (part of eBay's
Seller Protection scheme) than reach a compromise with
buyers in cases of misunderstandings, like if a buyer bid
without realising that the seller was not willing to ship to
their country.

What you can do: eBay only suspends your account If
you receive three warnings from three unique users. You
can write to eBay and explain to them your situation f it
happens to you, but it always pays to be cautious.

Advised Thompson, “Be sure to read the payment
terms. Some sellers want payment in three days, whereas
other sellers, like myself, will give bidders up to 10 days to
pay. | do give bidders additional days if there is a problem
and they keep me informed. | have seen some sellers
wanting payment the very next day [though). A good rule
of thumb would be to stay away from any sellers who will
not at least give you seven to 10 days to mail payment."

Sim added that, “It Is always courteous to write to the
sellers asking if they will sell out of their country before
placing your bids. Although most will agree, there are
still some who prefer not to. In such cases, refrain from
bidding, Under eBay terms and conditions it will be the
bidder's fault should the seller decide to file for [a] non-
paying bidder claim,"

eBay was not avallable for comment at press time.
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Bay, you can find many

items for sale on Amazon.com, which also
has an extensive protection programme for
buyers and sellers.

i You can only sell something already
listed In the Amazon.com inventory.
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Record Breaking

e Digital Video Recorder (DVR) not only lets us

record TV shows with good picture quality, you don't

nead to be tiad to a TV set anymore. Take your pick:
a PC. laptop, Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), Portable
Madia Player (PMC) or mobile phone is all you need
Yet. Singapore has bean slow al adopting digital video
recc-.—d-n:; But it you can't wait for the official Desperate
Housewives DVDs to hit our shores, check oul three
alternatives:

DVD + Hard Drive Recorders

First introduced in 2000 at exorbitant prices of $7,000
or mare, DVD Recorders have now dropped to more
palatable price levels. Major consumer brands like Pioneer
and Sony have introduced hybrnid "DVD + Hard Drive
Recorders” for storing shows temporarily or burning them
to aisc. Like VCRs, you can programme such recorders
to record a TV programme at specified times. Pilot Abdol
Harmd Maamor, 50, uses his DVR extensively, due 1o his
occupation, *| rarely have time to watch TV whenever | feel
like it, So the DVR allows me to watch my programmes
whenever | want to instead ®

Price: About $900 for a DVD Recorder with 160 Gigabyte
Hard Drive

Advantages: Record your TV shows directly onto DVDs
without the need of a compuler.

Disadvantages: Pricey.

Media Centre PCs
Although unreleased in Singapore, Media Center PCs
am to be entertainment hubs. Microsoft has teamed up
with virtually every large PC manufacturer to introduce
Windows XP Media Centre PCs - PCs centred around
digital entertainment such as music, mavies and photos.
They run on a special version of Windows XP called Madia
Centre Edition. A remate allows you cantrol it like you
would any other device.
In a BBC Interview, Bill
Gates said, “People
don't want lols and
lots of single purpose
devices... that means
the PC will be the key
device.”

Price: n/a
Advantages: Integrate
solutions built into your
FC. No )

The Digital Video Recorder is changing the face
TV as we know it. MARK NGAN prepares yoy {,
welcome the future of television.

o e
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Oﬂllﬂﬂ auctions are risky because each individual seller has less at stake than
online merchants, you might do well to buy from the latter, especially when they
ol merchandise as nifty as these. HEDIRMAN SUPIAN interviews three of his

il ourites by e-mall.

MWe say: Burn it In style - Sinch makes fresh and up-

to-date designs on blank CDRs and DVDs that you
an use to store what your computer churns out
@(520 or more for a 10-pack, excludes shipping)

hey say: “We did to blank CDRs and DVDs
what Swalch did to watches. But the real paint of
differences are that we are the only one to do this
(the first | think) and the quality of the designs, not
ta mention the production values.” - Carlos Segura,
Designer. www.5inch.com

Hardware Decoders
Purchase a hardware decoder as an add-on to yo,
existing PC. The Win TV line of Personal Video Recardiy
(PVR) salutions from Hauppauge are affordable and off
solutions for different needs. Win TV offers both intern
and external decoders. The PVR-150 internal ones req
you to be famillar with upgrading our PC. If youdon't c
for hassle, an external decoder that connects to yo
computer via Universal Serial Bus (USB) 2.0 might s
you better, although be prepared to fork out almost douty
the price. Polytechnic student Nicholas Chen, 24, swez
by Win TV's hardware, *| use it to record my favoun
programmes onto my computer. The quality is great ang
hardware decoder means | can rewind the recorded sho
as | am recording iI” Most hardware decoders con
bundled with software boasting PVR capabilities — reco:
TV programmes for playback, schedule the computer
record a programme al specified times, and burn
recordings.

Price: $170 for Internal and $300 for external decoders S
Advantages: The cheapest option If you own a PC. -
Disadvantages: Nol as easy to install and operate.

= ————=We say: These Jawelboxes for DVDs and CDs
o have earned their name, they lel you make cases
7 that look better than commercially available ones
— Use them with CDs and DVDs (from 5inch?) for a
\ portlolio, your next project or even a home-made
movie. Sometimes, it's what on the oulside that
_matters. ($81 for a pack of 20, excludes shipping)
'r,f:They say: “Jewelboxing is the professional-grade,
short-run DVD/CD packaging system. Our systems
come with everything except the disc, so it's easy
and affordable for individuals to create movle and
music-sized disc packages that exceed the look
"and feel of those produced commercially." - Jim
o JCoudal, President of Coudal Partners, the Chicago
design firm that created and runs Jewelboxing.
Wiwww.jewelboxing.com

1

e say: Buy one of these tees and you can be
ure they've beaten thousands of designs. It works
like American Idol for T-shirts - users rate the
designs submitted by amateur and professional
designers the world over and it makes the best
few that come out tops. Couple this with a friendly
online community where you get to rate designs
nd give feedback. Earn one Threadless Street
eam point (worth $2.50 credit) when you submit
a picture of yourself wearing their threads or earn
two by facllitating a sale through a website referral.
Inclusive of shipping costs, it's competitively priced
with local ones from Fourskin and Flesh Imp. This
is a winner. ($25 or more, excludes shipping)

hey say: “What makes Threadless shids so
special is that the best are chosen by the public.
1rough our ongoing competition we have had over
10,000 designers from all over the world submit
vork. From these designers we have recelved over
0,000 submissions; and of those we have printed
ust over 200." - Jacob DeHart, Co-Founder and
echnical Director. www.lhreadless.com

TiVo in Singapore?

TiVo might be well on its way to our shores. It allows
you to control live TV with Instant replays and slow
motion features, and record TV shows onto its hard
drive, It's only avallable in America and the United
Kingdom. Interestingly though, hype has learnt that
TiVo has come into an agreement with TGC Inc,
which, according to both their websites, provides
it with an exclusive license to market TiVo in Singa-
pore. hype has been unable to reach TGC for further
comment.

“We are certainly looking at innovations and
different technologies, such as PVR and TiVo, lo
make our product more attractive to consumers..."
said Caltlin Fua, Assistant Corporate Communica-
tions Manager at Starhub (Cable TV Division), “.

ht

but we're not able to be specific on the timing r
now."
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{Trust game developers to
release top action games
fas the holidays approach
in April to June. MARK TAN
:ndurses you to get ready lo
don superhero capes or shoot
’[wllams till kingdom come

Iby Eidos Interactive
:Ralease: April

Platforms: PC, Xbox, PS2
\Experience both first-person
Ishooler action and stealth as
tyou take on the role of a WWII
lcommando

D T L
_F' Il by id Software

Release: April

iPlatforms: PC, Xbox

JAll hell breaks loose again in
ithe form of bigger demons
Iaml zombies.
|

" . > oy
Eidos Interactive

Release: April

Platforms: PC, Xbox, PS2
‘th a revamped graphics
'engine, shootings, stabbings,
garroting and other means
lof human disposal will be
ltantalisingly amazing.

{ sl rC v 3
[Entertainment
\Release: June
\Platform: PC
lThls stealth action game
iset in the world of StarCraft;
has a new approach - an
:emphaSI‘S on sltealth and m—l‘
level combat. i

".' man Be "|||.by {
IEleclromc Arts (EA) i
\Release: June !
Platforms: PS2, PSP, Xbox,

iGameCube, and GBA

iThis game is as highly-§
lanticipated as the movie i
iCheCk out our movie previews
on pg 11.

st by Blizzard
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VICTORIA'S
SECRETS

Cape Shank. Victora

nving down Princess Freeway into
DMelbnume‘ the fresh moming wind feels
like air-conditioning with a hint of fresh
eucalyptus. The landscape's endless and littered
with greenery, with skies the lightest shade of blue
and skyline untouched by high-rise buildings,
Foreigners flock there to escape from the hustle
and bustle of Singapore, to sludy, holiday or o
enjoy the weather especially during the cool mid-
year months. “Melbourne has the best weather
and I'm able to wear whatever style | please
because the summers are not too hot and the
winters are not too cold," said Ben Koh, a 20-year-
old University of Melbourne student living in the
suburb of Camberwell.
The most popular destination in Victoria is
undoubtedly Melbourne's city. Hopping off the irain
at the popular Flinders Street Station; shopping
along Swanson Streel, taking a walk down the
flea market along St. Kilda's, gambling in Grown
C_asmn or visiting the Art Museum along the Yarra
River are big on most tourists' lists. But there's only
that much you'll find In the city, Wander beyond
and you're likely to be very pleasantly Surprised,
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\ i Ie d most will assy,

re going 1o Victoria, Australia, an Mo
Tﬂﬁwﬂ?ﬂ%ﬁ%l Mgulbc%rne_ KAY-LENE TAN suggests that you tay
r;at}x off the beaten track and check out Melbourne's suburbs Instes &

-~ ~

Dining

The Carlton suburb looks like the setting for ;
scene from the iconic mafia movie The Godfather
Just a few tram stops out of the city, Carlton hosts
a rich array of Itallan cuisine and culture. Walking
down Lygon Street, there is a strong walt of pasté
sauce and cappuccino in the air, Although varjous
shops dot the quaint area, because of the numbe
of Italian restaurants at one's convenience, it's eas
to be tempted into a restaurant by the promise of :
free bottle of wine by the awners standing outside
their doors,

‘I love eating anywhere along Lygon Street,"
said 21-year-old Lel Wu, an international studen|
who's been living in Victoria for about two years,
“I think the lfallan cuisine there is very authentic
Lygon Is like a little Italy."

Sandra Lee, a 50-year-
lives in the area said that
place to go shop for groceri
Victoria Market along Lonsdale Street. “During
the weekends, around closing time, there will be
meat and poultry up for auction. So, there will bs
a gathering of People who will be bidding for the

ald Singaporean who
her most memorable
es is the main Queen

\ ‘hbuf“’"
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meats, trying to get the best bargains,” she laughs
as she continues, “I mean, where can you find that
sort of thing in Singapore? | feel it gives Victoria
asort of character compared to Singapore where
everything Is always so standard.”

Afew train stops from Central Station, Richmond
drips another ethnic concentrate; the suburbs
claimed by the Vietnamese, one of the more
dominant ethnic groups in Victoria. Everything in
this suburb s authentically Vietnamese, so instead
of the usual blondes and brunettes, the streets are
bustling with Asians. “When | visit that suburb,”
said Ben, | love eating the beef noodles called Pho
In Vietnamese. It tastes so authentic because it is
made by the Vietnamese who settle in Victoria."

European cultures reside along the outskirts of
the city in Fitzroy. Here, you can find a variety of
Greek, Spanish and French cuisine.

There are also quite a number of bars to chill-
out around this area and a pizzena called Bimbo
Deluxe, which not only serves pizzas at $3 during
lunch time but also offers customers its special
Chocolate pizza topped with Marzipan and dark
chocolate.

However, wining and dining are not the only
highlights of visiting this suburb. If you're a
shopperhoalic, shops like PolyEster Records and

Juggleart offer a variety of bargains on clothes,
shoes and other fashion accessories.

Singaporean student, Kyns Tan, 16, said he
loves the suburb of Fitzroy along Brunswick Street
because everyone looks so stylish. “When you walk
around the areas, you will see people who have
colourful hair and wearing leather outfits. They look
so cool. Along the walls of the area, there is also
this cool graffiti that is found everywhere. | think
Brunswick is possibly one of my favourite areas to
go to shop and just hang out with my friends.”

Shopping
Trinh  Cao, 19-year-old Vietnamese student
says that her favourite suburb is Toorak and she
hopes to live there someday, “It's beautiful there.
Everything looks so gorgeous.” Toorak is the
Beverly Hills of Victoria where the rich and famaus
take to the streels. Limousines and Bentleys are
not an uncommon sight. However, this isn't a
place you might want to visit if you've set your
sights on shopping - unless your bank account's
very healthy; the streets are lined with brands like
Prada, Louis Vuitton, Burberry and Chanel.

Shop in Melbourne, and you can get fairly
agitated while trying to dodge the never-ending
streams of people at surf shops like Surf Dive and
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Ski, Rip Curl, Roxy and Quiksilver, large department
stores Ilke Myer and Dawvid Jones, and smaller
retail outlets like Witchery, Shoe Biz, Jay Jays, Just
Jeans, Country Road and Sportsairl.

Instead, go down to the suburb of Chadstone,
and you'll find a mega-mall affectionately known
as Chaddy, that cames similar retail stores with
enough room to allow you to roam freely in air-
conditioned comfort. It is, after all, about twice the
size of Singapore's Ngee Ann City.

“|love doing my shopping at Chaddy,” said Trinh,
“It's got such a great shopping environment and

PG rafiiti along Brunswick
R &

there are plenty of shops to go window shoppiy,
in."” What makes shopping in the suburbs an eye.
more pleasurable experience are the lower price.
and more personalized service. i

Bargain hunters can also head down to Smp,.
Street and Bridge Road where shop warehoyse.
are located. Here, brands like Nike, Adidaz
and Birkenstock are sold at warehouse prices
Shoppers can also visit suburbs like Camberyu|
and South Yama. It's a warmer and mop
comfortable environment to go bargain hunting o}
just to window shop.

sightseeing 7

if YUU"E more Interested in taking in the sights,
{hen how about renting a car and taking a one-hour
drive 0 Ballarat, a small town outside of the city for
alittle time-travel?

pallarat was the main player during the 1850s
old rush in a place called Sovereign Hill. It still
retains the old charm of 1851 with the locals
wearing clothes from that time and doing jobs like
gold mining. Although there is no longer any real
gold in the area, this place functions as a popular
attraction in Victoria.

Getting around Is also quite an experience
pecause they have about 40 horses in the area for
people to commute with. Located within the area is
also a sweet shop which makes homemade hard-
rock candy every hour and if you're lucky, you'l
pe able to catch them making the candy and buy
some freshly made ones for yourself.

The rustic look of the place makes you forget that
you're from the new millennium. “After spending
about five hours roaming in Sovereign Hill,” Kyns
said, laughing, “Stepping back into the car parked
outside seemed quite surreal.”

For $5, you can get a sieve and shovel to sift out
some gold from the small stream that runs through
Sovereign Hill for a souvenir, no nuggets though
but maybe some pure gold dust.

Go down to suburb called Mornington Peninsular
and you'll be able to experience the outback style

of living in Victoria. This area is near the tip of the
state where the land meets the Atlantic Ocean, so
the wind is much cooler and you'll find small areas
that allow seasonal summer harvesting of cherries,
strawberries, lemons and other fruits to visitors
who wish to see farms. Vineyards stretch out for
acres and there are also lavender farms where
different types of lavender blossoms are grown.
Walking down aisles of purples seems unreal to
urbanites from Singapore.

In winter, the locals usually head up to places like
Mount Buller or Falls Creek for the ultimate snov
experiences. Skiing and snow boarding are just
some sports for those searching for the ultimate
winter experience. There are also various resorts
along the mountains that offer accommodation

These resorts also plan games and activities for
those who're more laidback. These include tours
around historic villages or sampling food and wine.
There's also breathtaking scenery for those with an
eye for photography. Other leisurely activities also
include fishing, cycling, bush walking, horse riding,
rock climbing, abseiling and hot air ballooning.

The state of Victona offers many other wonders
Singaporeans often miss out on their holidays
there. It's not only the city that can keep you
entertained. To fully experience the magic that is
Australia, is to see it from a local's point of view,
through the suburbs, where the warmth of the
Australian people reside

-
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s SUC;;G Chan, 24, for example. His parents helped him
| Take pOSB savings account and inculcated his saving
J wan'le he was In primary school, and he saw his
pabit W |;I;a1|ool'l to $10,000 by the time he completed his
;s administration studies at the National University
e (NUS) recently. This came putting aside

ol s?‘g:::ney as well as Income from tuition and part-
Mﬁiol?;iaves that it Is In one’s youth that people should

“It's best to start saving when you are
becomes a natural habit throughout your
d every cent that you have. Investments
:I:wnc: I:?grs!gfzhancewol paying off in the loqg term a_nd
|ive Invested in unit trust funds as thazr diversify your risk
and don't require active manageme_nt. he said. The funds
also yield higher returns than a savings account. .

Another successful investor who started young is Justin
Kao, 36, director of a real estate agency.

Although Kao comes from a well-to-do family, he s a
successful investor in his own right. He and his wife own
a $1.2 million private apartment in West go;m Road.
He also holds a portfolio of investments in biqe chip
counters, operates a real estate agency and a trading firm

planning.
ung so that it

Pruning ¢
Your

You don't have to be born with a silver spoon
to own a nifty sports car, have a beachfront
villa on some exotic island or indulge in the
lifestyles of the rich and famous, SAMUEL NG
suggests it's time for youths to stop dreaming
and start taking the calculators out.

o the Official Assignee (OA), which administers the

estates of bankrupts, the number of undischarged
bankrupts aged 30 or younger in Singapore almost
doubled from 785 in 2001 fo 1,375 last year.

A report by the Credit Bureau published in The Sunday
Times on Jan 23, stated that as many as 79 per cent of
credit card holders in their 20s didn't pay up in full every
month from July 2003 to June 2004, with rollover debt for
this age group hitting $205 million last November ~ tha
highest amount ever recorded.

I's part of a youth phenomenon affecting other
countries too. In Australia, of the 22,639 people going
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They‘ve dubbed us Generation D, for Debt. According
|

bankrupt from 2002 to 2003, 9 per cent were under 25,
while In the United Stales about 120,000 people aged 25
or under filed for bankruptey in 2000. This was up from
80,000 In 1991.

But that's [ittle consolation. Our generation may have
more money than any before us, but with debil/cred!
cards and soaring bills for gadgets llke handphones
comes the Increasingly likelihood of incurring dabt.

So it’s a ittle far-fetched to think of not only getting out
of debt but generaling enough cash to [ive the swish lie
But financlal planning experts will tell you that even the
limited cash at our disposal can grow, given a few years
of careful investment,

in textiles.

He began saving and Investing in his late teens. He
attributes his success lo diligent adherence to principles
of investing iImparted by gurus such as Warren Buffet,
Peter Lynch and Robert T. Kiyosaki, author of a series
of self-help books like Rich Dad, Poor Dad and Retire
Young, Retire Rich, whose books he devoured.

He encourages young pecple to do llkewise. *Of
course, luck, opportunity and timing has played a part too
in my life," Kao admitted. “For students, It depends on
threshold as in whether they have the spare cash to do so.
As consumers we tend to spend, so by Investing some of
that money, we curb our tendencies,” he said.

Others like Joel Lim, 24, a recent arts graduate, only
started concrele plans after working. The primary school
teacher has drawn up his own financial plans with the help
of his parents (his dad is an insurance adviser) and the
first step he took was to buy a life insurance palicy and
to draw up his financial goals, for example, he wants to
save enough to buy a car, for his future marriage and for
a HDB or private property by certain target dates and he
Is working hard, including giving private tuition, to meet
these targets.




Joanne Leong, 28, a risk management executive WOrkin,
for a fund management company, echoed the typ.
adviser stance thal, “So long as you have say
- start. By striking a balance between Income, say,
and expenditure helps to ensure sufficient sayi,
Fundamentally, everyone should have at least a say,
account and fixed deposits because these are low-e
Invesiments.”

Dangers, however, lurk if greed oulpaces wisdon
she added. “If young peaple want to go into higher ny
investment like stocks and shares, they should hay
considerable knowledge, be savvy enough o understan.
market trends and [have the| time to manage yo,
Investments.”

Given that many online brokerages now ma
investments so easy, all you need is a computy
connection, and you can start trading. A number of tradin,
houses, such as DMG & Partners Securities (www2.dmg
com.sg), also provide reports and analyses online, s
novice Iinvestors sometimes think they are well-equippe
1o read the market, only to get burnt.

Financial planner Nicale Song, 27, wamned that your
people thinking they can make a quick buck throug
investments are barking up the wrong tree.

“For most people, I's over time through a props
Investment strategybefore they begin to reap any benefits
so don't expect lo get lucky by speculating and hope t:
gel a bundle,” she sald. The recent case of China Aviatic
Oil Is a classic example in which the embattled compan|
speculated on petroleum prices and ended up losing abay!
USS550 million (S$918.5 millien) in derivatives trading d’
o wrong bets on ol prices.

To invest or not to invest — either choice can cam
possibility of financial loss and missed opportunities, Eve|
if you can't decide, the bottom line is not to let debt nr
your life. Many young people let nalvets, extravaganc/
or overindulgence go to their heads and end up burie:
under a mountain of debts lo keep up with the Joness!
or to enjoy a few fleeting moments of high living. SawngJ
adopling prudent spending habits and discipline can jus

as easlly put you on that path of riches. |

1

some tips and advice gleaned from the book A Singapore Guide to Personal Financial Planning to help guide

wn:’:plﬂfec' and enhance your investments.

fy your investments

The Idea is never to put all your eggs in one basket. Any
\nvestor worth his salt doesn't just put everything in stocks.
You should spread your Investments to other assets to
«va you more options and lower your risk, like real estate;
cash In a savings/fixed deposit account; and maybe even
ponds. Thal way, il one asset starts performing poorly,
can cut your losses quickly and move on Lo the better

w{an'ning assels,

piversify your stocks and unit trust funds

When Investing In the stock market or in unit trust funds,
don't stockplle your money In one or two stocks/unit
trust funds but rather spread out your investments across
many stocks/funds. Again, this will lower your risk and
protect against any sharp decline in your investments due
to adverse factors affecting the stock market. A recent
example of unexpected adversity in stock investment
is the collapse of China Aviation Oil racking up losses
amounting to US$550 millicn due to wanton speculation
in oil futures and poor financial risk management.

Acquire Financial Knowledge and Do Research

You need a lot of knowledge and understanding of the
economy, Industries and individual companies that you
wish to invest in. You can access such information from
websites of the Singapore Stock Exchange (www.sgx.
com.sq), the Securities Investors Association (Singaporg)
(www.slas.org.sg) and listed companies, as well as from
newspapers and research reports by security broking
houses (e.g. www.dbsvickers.com)

You should read financial books on share investing and
valuation e.g. you need to know basic financial ratios and
analysis such as price earnings ratio, price to book ratio,
dividend yield, net assel value, various share valuation
methods elc. You need to do your own independent
analysis, hone your discernment and not rely solely on

-~
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published information or on the advice of your remisier/
banker. It's very important you know your own risk profile.
This Is a summary of your investment goals, whether you
are a risk averse or a risk taker, how much Investment
funds you have and are prepared to lose and still can carry
on with your life and sleep soundly.

Risks and Downside of Investments

All investments carry nsks of varying degrees. For
example, the stock and bond markets may yleld higher
retuns but they are subject to economic, business,
management and political risks, currency fluctuations,
market manipulation and many other factors. A sharp drop
in share or bond prices may result in wiping out a huge
part of the Investment portfolio's values. A company could
be mismanaged (e.g. China Aviation Oil) and the share
value could decline sharply.

Putting your cash in a savings or fixed deposit bank
account Is very safe but do remember that it's subject to
inflation and the interest earned may be lower than the rise
In prices. Over time, your capital might actually be worth
less than what you had started out with. So it's important
to be aware of the specific risks related to the various
types of investment and take steps to avoid or minimise
such risks.

Financial Planning

Finally, you should do your own financial planning with
the help of a financial planner. Said Christine Ng, 54, a
private investor, “Young people need to save and invest
rather to spend on matenal goods and luxuries which can
be acquired In later life. Even if you are in debt, like taking
out a mortgage on a house, you should never over extend
yourself. “Do not let peer pressure run your life and the
path to retiring in good financial health can be secured,”
added the retired banker who has mare than 25 years'
experience in Hong Kong and Singapore.
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| 4 Common Types of
Investments for Tertiary Students
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Cash:
The first step for students with some money in their pocyes. ‘
is to start saving when they're young in a savings or fu_:,; ‘
deposit account with a bank. It Is the easiest, safest 5, ‘
most liquid mode of investment. Though the returng e

negligible - the latest rates offered by DBS Bank':;an be -
found online (http2//www.dbs com/ratesonline/), it's slif] N g ee Ar] n PO[yteCh al C‘ S ca m pu S e Ve pa per
'

good to cultivate the discipline. Remember, your Saving; h
are a means lo invest. Some people can have high .// .

earnings from their job or parents, but if they spend eyen ttp. Www;npmbune.(:om
cent or worse spend beyond what they earn, sooner o
later financlal calamity will befall them.

Shares: A 7
When you have at least a couple of thousand dollars, yq, e tO I I .

can consider investing In shares of listed companies |,
the stock exchange. Shares are basically securities issyeq

by companies to raise capital from investors. Based o, fOCuS. Campus. CO unjty

records over the past 30 years, Investing in the stocy

market has resulled in better yields, beating inflation - .
protecting and enhancing the real value of savings ang hfeStYIC & enterMent |
L

outperforming other types of investments.
|

Unit Trusts: SPOftS & CCQS.

A unit trust is managed by professionals in an assg
management company, Iinvesting the funds In differen
types of assets according to the investment goals ang
directions stated In the trust deed. Moreover, a trusles
is appointed to protect the interests of unit trust holders
If you want to play the stock market without buying
Individual stocks, you can invest in a unit trust by buying
units in the trust usually starting at minimum of $500 tg
$1,000. There's no guaranteed return on unit trust funds
but at least the risk Is spread out over a lot of differen|
companies’ stocks, sometimes in different industries ang
even in different geographical regions/countries.

>

Corporate and Government bonds; uig &ain
These are basically IOUs Issued by corporations and B kS Wg
ired
governments usually for 10 to 30 years. You can buy g
bands through banks and stock broking houses. You, as
investor, lend money alt a fixed interest rate to the issuer
for a fixed number of years in exchange for interest at
period intervals (usually every six months), The issuer also [
must return the principal sum to you at the end of the loan € La EFY.
period, The interest rate is usually higher than savings and fdMPUS eOPIE Movies

fixed deposit accounts. l::sGamln FO%’ Sp
Wire lfe |ﬁht

eatures Sg e Galleg

The Financial Planning Association of Singapare (FPAS) 4 -
provides financial advice (o the public and frequently holds
workshops and seminars regarding financial planning

which are accessible to people of all ages. Visit ther s :
website (www.fpas.org.sg) or contact them at 6372 1030 Win the |atest movie posters,
or Ipas@fpas.org.sg for more Information regarding ther memorabilia and exciting ?ac €s draw

Services and registration fees,

worth hundreds of doilar%llﬁigﬁr

in celebration of our birthday.
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Ice Monster
Th=s = =other heaithy cold option for quenching your

thrst in the hoti=st months of the year Ice Monstar, a six-

=se import, serves ice shavings (Pao
gl topped with fresh fruts. Uniike lce Kachang, the ice

d, esch serving is lavishad with fresh fruit chunks,
Over milk shaved e The cafe also sarves homemade
yoghurt and sherost No packaged or canned food
coment is us=d
a According to Linda Oh, director of Ice Monster, the
‘@voumie Coces among cuslomers are the sherbet with
r:-_i_s".a-e £o& with toppings like mango (86.50), strawberry
(%6.50) or mued fruts ($7.50), Tertiary students and

P —

professionals working in the vicinty frequent the café.
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Are you left high and dry in
this scorching weather? hype
recommends four places with
cool treats where you can slurp
up and chill out.

While prices appear steep lor ice shavings and fruts
fruit topping portions are generous. Almost one w
mango is used for each serving of milk shaved ice. Nt
cnly that, lce Monster goes to greal lengths to import thes
from places such as New Zealand and Israel for optimur
swestness, given the different harvest seasons for eadh
country. Accoraing to Linda, parties as far as Hong Kong
Japan and America are keen on franchising its producls

Treat yourself to a healthy dessen in the air-conditioned
spacious and whitewashed café. The latest Taiwanest
pop music is played all day in a hangout quite like a Coffe
Bgan & Tea Leaves outlet, just nice for catching up wit
friends or a good book. - JASMINE TEO

. - t 1 $

6339 7352 ( 1 = 3t

0. Moon River Calé

Phato; Ben & Jorry's Singapors

Moon River Café

The slushies at Moon River Café ara 1 Cre
Strong In flavour and not tog sweet the ..

ice-blended fruit drink and fruit

s Y <1, they fad pur

mint leaf. Al J‘-)“qh o4.40 may seem cost v fora rn_”" { ‘(n.-.r \,n, shunks of alos ver: and

with an average of 30 bowls sold avery day Y 0e 3y are a hit with |adjes

hai Yee-We a cald's Mana -
Chal Yee-Wei, the café's Managing Director, beligyas m

vera chunks account for their panil= ~=HEVES INe Unique texture of slus nd alc
al Mango | popularity. Lyches and peach flavours b

onginal Mango Mambo, Soursop Jack and Mixed Tutt =1} [1avVoUrs were rece jed 10 the

A Nel re | Frutt
fee-Wel revealed that best-selling Mango Mambo I
famous dessert shop in Hong Kg”‘“ and
secrel process :

Its Stamford House location makes |t papular
families, which is why you might want to head down to the café an
like crowds. - STELLA TEH 2 cafe or

was Inspired by Hong Kor g's Xu Liu S

‘we e o
we decided to come up with our own version”

nan (a

using a

with people between 20 1o 30 years old and

weekday afternoons if

you don't

Ben & Jerry’s scoop shop

Hure:s something to knock Swensen's Giant Earthquake off the Richter Scale: Ben &
Jerry's VerMonster Sundae. At $80, it's more than (hree limes mora ex |

BNsive, and comes
with 20 (versus eighl) scoops of sorbet, frozen yogurt or ice cream of your choice, with
one chocolate fudge brownie, three choc chip cookies and four bananas, For loppings
you get 10 scoops of walnuts and two scoops each of four other choices. The <'Iu’ntj :
then smothered with four ladles of fudge and whipped cream r

In case you missed the vital detall, the scoop shop is Ben & Jerry's first local franchise
and t's operating at the entrance of the zoo .

This means that fans of the beloved American ice cream brand, with quirky names
like Phish Food and Chunky Monkey, can now enjoy the 14 ice-cream and two sorbet
flavours by the scoop ($4) without having to buy the whole pint ($11.50)

Counter staff assist customers with the flavour selection, and provide samples for
undecided customers.

If you're not the sort to haul yourseli all the way to Mandai for ice cream, just hang on
Ben & Jerry's is planning to open a central outlet around June to cater to demand. You
heard it here first. - KAROL ANMN TAN

de’s

Estivo Gelateria

Rich, addictive and smooth gelato awails you at Estivo Gelateria. Located beside
the sophisticated restaurants of Greenwood Avenue, it bewilders you with 50
homemade gelato and sorbetto flavours. Will it ba Deep Dark Chocalate, Maltesers
Surpnse, Vanilla Chocolate Crunch, Milo timeout or Kiwi? Expect to spend quite
a bit of time agonising and drooling over the display of wavy mounds of the less
: fattening alternative to ice cream. In fact, you can sample the different flavours with
A no questions asked. When you decide, pay $2.80 for the small cup where you get o
choose two flavours and $3.90 for the large cups for a choice of three

As you ogle, the tantalising aroma of the Lavazza beans from the coffea machine
will tempt you Into purchasing their specialty, Affogato ($5), a shot of strong coffee
and a scoop of your chosen ice cream.

The multi-caloured tile walls in Mediterranean hues, make you think you are in
Italy, although the piped-in music from a local radio station is a giveaway. Romantics
can expect candles at their cosy tables at night, but forget about finding peace here
sinca there's a Children's Corner, complete with Italian cauch.

Also, be prepared to brave a 15-minute walk from the bus stop to the café. The
trudge can be liresome but rewards you with a healthy and swest treat. - MARY

VIOLET LORES
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In many developed countnes, businesses
have found catenng to pets a lucrative
venture. Here, allowing patrons to share
a meal with their four-legged fnends has
proved enticing enough to see three
bakenes for pets open within eight
months of each other, observes GILLIAN
wu.

now be “How much is that doggie cake in

the window?" Why are people changing their
tune? Because bakenes that cater to furry clients are a
new mini food trend in Singapore.

While people have been tumed away when bringing
their pets out to dine, presumably out of respect for
customers who may be allergic to pets, find it unhygienic
or due to religious reasons, some entrepreneurs have
served this neglected niche by setting up pet bakeries,

Three of these: Royal Petique’s Munchies Café, Greedy
Pet Bakery and US Doggie Bakery opened between last
May and December. Already, US Doggie Bakery plans to
expand this year and inlerested parties have enquired
about franchising opportunities locally and overseas,
Munchies Café and Greedy Pet Bakery will look to grow
once business does well enough.

These businesses offer a variety of baked goodies
ranging from biscuits, muffins, pasta and even birthday
cakes. Freshly baked dally, they do not contain
preservatives, artificial colourings or flavourings. These
pet treats can even be consumed by humans, though they
are slightly bland.

Other than the regular baked treats, these pet bakeries
add special items when it comes to the festive seasons,
For example, mooncakes are specially baked for dogs to
celebrate the mooncake festival, and even Christmas log
and fruit cakes appear during the season,
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(44 I I ow much is that doggie in the window?" could

If feline lovers feel that cats seem to be left out of the
picture, Doe Han, 26, owner of Greedy Pet Bakery, sad
she's been experimenting with treats for cats. Fish, has
been the primary ingredient, although the ingredients used

for the dog treats are suitable for cats as well.

The problem is that cats tend to be pickier with their
food, as compared to their canine counterparis. “They
need to be in smaller proportions, and cats are harder to

tempt as compared to dogs,” Han added.

Teenagers to adults in their 40s patronise the bakeries.
“It's actually quite surprising because my customers aré
quite generous and are willing to spend on their pets,”
sald'a bemused Han. They normally spend about $10 to
$12 at her bakery.

At Munchies Café, Cynthia Lee, 30, a cosmetics sales
representative brings her male Shih-tzu, Zen, there about
three to four times weekly, “It allows my dog to socialise
and | can treat Zen to some gourmet freats, to pampef
him," she said. She spends on average, $20 a week,
dining out with her pet.

IT Engineer Ken Chua, 31, brings his Shih-tzu and Jack
Russell to Munchies up to five times a week due lo Its
proximity to his home, spending approximately $10 each
visit.on his dog.

“My dogs love the food, as there is a lot of variety. They
can have dinner and make new friends," shared Chua
His visits allow him to meet new people as well and his
pooches get freshly cooked food.

Royal Petique'’s Munchies Cafe

Mun

cen"c:i::dc:::t‘i'z il;a\:hor aone-stop café tum bakery, pet grooming
C ere dogs can have their portraits taken, As a

young and creative owner, Jamie Tan, 28, Introduces new items to

the menu weekly, to cater to her regular customers who visit aign

with their dogs at least once a week. :

Special set menus ara designed especlally for the pooches
These include a main course, side dish and dessert, and cosi
between $9 and $15. Owners may also choose 1o sither take away
these set meals or bring their pooches down to dine in the café that
Is redecorated to suit special Occasions, so they can mingle with the
other dogs and owners.

While no menu is available for pet owners, they
are welcome to bring their own food or order-in,
should they decide to dine together with their
furry pals.

Munchies' visitors can expect to pay $1.50 for
a muffin that comes in several flavours like green

lea, blueberries and flaxsead, with prices going
up to about $18 for an 8-inch birthday cake.
Not only are up to 45 such cakes sold monthly,
Munchies' hosts about 25 private dog parties

where the birthday dog and its canine guests
chomp on these delicious cakes that come In
fruit, vegetable or meat flavours.

To cater to even a fussy pooch, Munchies
also has a special menu for dogs with allergies
and even a vegetarian menu for vegan canines.

2 Sin Ming Road, #01-07, Tower 1,

Sin Ming Plaza, Tel: 6452 7186

Opening Hours: Tuesdays to Fridays noon - 9pm,
Saturdays to Sundays 11am - 10.30pm

US Doggie Bakery
According to US Doggie Bakery's store manager, this is the first
dog bakery licensed by the Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of
Singapore (AVA). ‘
Despite being situated Inside a Caltex petrol kiosk and bemg
the newest kid on the block, having opened last December, it
draws “a good number” of customers, many of w!’nom drop by
before heading to East Coast Park for an outing with 1h§ir pets.
Bakery manager, Sharon Ho, In her mid 30_5- credited the
bakery's popularity to her emphasis on fresh daily bakes, using
quality ingredients and affordable prices. She also ensures
that her bakery maintains high standards of service quality,
health and cleanliness.
eNot surprisingly, the US Doggle Bakery s likely to pleafse
Caucasian clientele; they have I;aét:: tsp::lalry created for
ions such as Halloween ani stmas.
ocgisslg;:'ners can expect breads, pastries, ples and mu;:r:;
their shelves. While Sharon's recipes are “specially engtl)n e
for dogs”, she shares that some of her customers buy

bakes for their guinea pigs and rabbits as well.

Photos: Gilkan Wu (Royal Petque's Munchies Cafe and US Doggie Bakery)

355 East Coast Road (inside Caltex)
Tel: 6346 7168
Opening Hours: 11am = 8pm dally
Website: httpi//www.usdb.com.sg
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ntang § |
renamed It to cater to cats as well.

Her display of baked goodies such as choco mini banes biscyy \
and cup cakes al the entrance, together with other pet necessiting '
occuples three-quarters of the store, which also holds motory,
accessories sold by a close friend.

Han's love for baking Inspires her to concoct new recipes EL
fortnightly, and she bakes daily before her customers stream |, )
Popular treats include muffins in 10 flavours (from $1 each to g5, |
dozen for the mini ones), “Cheesy Sticks” ang |
“Hunny Hearts" ($8.50/2009) and B-inch ang
8-Inch birthday cakes in several flavours (§14
10 $28),

Parties for the bakery's customers can be
organised, but advance notice Is needed due 1o
the lack of space. The area at the store's front g
fenced and canines or felines can celebrate with
their owners outdoors. Night owls can drop by
late as they are open till midnight dally.

When parents-
to-be are young
and unmarried,
the pressure of an

o

P
r

-
- s

230 Tanjong Katong Road, Tel: 6344 1554,
Opening Hours: Mondays 3pm- midnight,
Tuesdays to Sundays noon- midnight
Website: hitp://www.greedypetbakery.com

S

Urban Pooch PO ‘ \

The older brother of the pet catering business, Urban Pooch is one Sk |

ol' faithful. Raye Tan, 31, shares that her three-year-old business is | ;{ N 4

slowing due to the increasingly competitive market. Nevertheless, = = =

the budding entrepreneur remains optimistic and confident of the L fa? Ayl
% R s

-*

services her store can offer.

This café with baked desserts is apparently the only National
Environment Agency (NEA) licensed pet café In Singapore and
testimony that a pet-focussed ealery can survive,

With an indoor play area for pooches, a partitioned café and
outdoor seats for owners, both human and dog menus boast a
range of healthy and delicious home-cooked meals.

Canines can sink their teeth Into a variety of main courses,
each at $3.80, which include the German Shepherd's Ple and
Grilled Meatballs listed as the more popular dishes on the menu.

To cater to either lamb- or chicken-allergic pets, owners can select !
these meals prepared In elther the chicken or lamb base,

There's also a wide selection of desserts like blueberry caka[
($2.50), Grandpa gourmet cookies ($2.50), or chicken liver brownie,
(at $2.50), which only dogs could love . l

Almost every type of dog is considered. For dogs with allergies,

Tan prepares customised, well-supplemented meals with all thel
necessary vitamins ($1 to more than $2). Owners can freeze these 7 |
at home and simply reheat in a microwave oven before sarving It to j
their dogs daily. 1 !

I'owners want to celebrate their pet's birthday, Urban Pooch § &

has a good selection of birthday cakes in small, medium and large H

lsiz;s (10, $18 and $25 respectively) avallable for take-away or even
' 4 n-house parties. Depending on the number of canine and human
?:J %g; ggarg Monville Mansion #01-07 guests, Tan will suggest appropriate menus for consideration.
el Sy Owners who want to dine with thair pets can choose between
w’m i on);:' ::d ﬂ) s, fnain courses such as fish and chips or pork chops served with @
i (Closed ays, soup ($11.80), or just take soup or finger food from $3.
hypo 60

Premarita| Pregnancy:
The Patermng| Story
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L=
unwanted pregnancy ‘
can be life-altering, even F
for guys. KAY-LENE TAN finds out why.

lustrations: Kay-Lene Tan

‘e, 3 ' ’ ! B
— . B Greedy Pet Bakery ) W Ny
— &' Once known as Greedy Dog Bakery, an online bakery for Canines § r \ ! 1 =N
owner Doe Han, decided to have a brick and mortar storefrg i ) ‘ { . 7



e went from wanting to dia, to preking up

smoking, drinking and being difficult with

his parents, all in the waka of finding out
that his girlfnend was pregnant with his baby

*| was so afrad when the pregnancy test camea
out positive,” said a sorrowful James (not his real
name) a 17-yeardld secondary school student
who had learnt, during his ‘N’ Levels last year, that
his girtinend was pregnant.

A usually quiet boy, James's life took a drastic tum
after receiving the shocking news, “It's not only the
oirs who are scared, we [guys) get scared too. We
are human [too] you know?" he said defensively.
“But | think | started to realise [then| that there are
more impartant things in life than mysalf and what
| want.”

James loved the simple things in life like hanging
out with his fnends and just spending time with his
family, but after the tragic incident, he found he
was distancing himself from his loved ones. “It is
hard to look them in the eyes after everything, it
just hurts. | don't know how to explain it.”

Although they had already decided to go for
an abortion, James and his girifnend went for an
ultrasound and found out their unbom child would
have been a girl. It might sound like a foolish thing
to do, but Maureen O'Hara, 45, a counsellor at
the Family Life Centre, said she usually advises
couples who have been through an abortion to
name the unbomn child, this helps them to cope
with the pain of losing a child.

The stress didn't go away after they decided to go
for an abortion either. This mental trauma showed
in James' situation when he tumed to drinking,
smoking and drugs after the abortion and he has
since, started to rebel against his parents.

You might think that his is a mther extreme and
unusual reaction, but two counsellors hype spoke
to, said that this is just their way of expressing the
pain that they are expenencing, The most common
response, both counsellors agreed, is denial.

Harry Low, a 3B-year-old counsellor from the
Tempines Counselling Centre explained that,
“When a couple first comes to see us, they are
both playing the blame game and pointing fingers
at each other” and guys usually “shut out the pain
by building a barner”,

While this wall makes males appear unaffected
and iresponsible, Low added, “It will affect them
in the future when they do have children. Men
will forget that such a thing like an abortion has
occurred in their lives because they have already
built a wall to stop the pain. It's a mental thing that
will affect them when they don't know it."
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abortion, "We just dr
We could have staye
although we did try for a while," he saig
Though their first decision was to keeﬁ the chil
after further discussion, they decided 1o :l =
abortion. “We were only about 16 or 17: wegkn:l:
that we didn't have the financial ability 1'0 support
the child. It was also because of fear of my Fr,npurn
that we made that decisian, | care about her and |
Just d_rdn‘t want to disappoint her, | was bmugr‘n up
knowing that abortion was wrong but when it came
down to it, it was my only choice."

arder (o get close to thejr

y that helps them

on their relationship
ifted apart ang I don't think
d with each other any longer,

after the

k¢ fitever happened again,
| would have never chosen to

abort the child. 39
- James

Although James's relationship with his girlfriend
did not last long after the abortion, 21-year-old
polytechnic student, Danny [not his real name),
has stood firmly by his girifriend's side since they
went through an abortion about six months ago. “|
was shocked when | found out,” he told hype, “But
| knew | had to be there for her."

Like James, Danny and his girlfriend abandoned
initial thoughts of keeping the baby because of the
emotional stress they knew they had to face by
telling their parents. “Having an abortion was an
unfaithful option that we both took."

According to the Ministry of Health, 12,272
abortions were carried out legally In Singapore
during 2003 and out of that number, 5,105 were
premarital pregnancies. Of these, 1,460 of the
abortions carried out that year were for couples
within the age range of 15 to 19.

Low explains, “Not many boys will come in
by themselves for help right after an abortion
because they feel Ilke they don't need to, but some
of them do come In years later with problems
that have grown from the pain of qu;lng a child:
Psychologically, problems they have in adimhood
often lead back to the time of the abortion.
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The pressures on the guy are compounded
because he is expected to be the pillar of strength
for his girlfiend, especially since she'll be going
through a physical and emotional rollercoaster
because of her pregnancy. Explained O'Hara, “This
is the time when she will decide whether to keep,
abort or give the child up for adoption but the girl's
hormones are going crazy.

“It is the worst time to make that decision so il
would be great if the guy she's wit h was supportive
so that they can make the right decision together.”

k€1 have to give credit to the boys who
do come in with their girlfriends because
they don't have to be there, and they can

choose not to be there, )
- O'Hara

O'Hara says, “Some guys choose to leave the
problem to their girlfriends and just run away but
it is the more sensitive guys or the guys who really
care about their girlfnend[s] that come in with them
for help.”

Although Danny has since made the decision
to stay with his girlfriend, he feels a deep regret,
“| couldn't forgive myself and | knew | had made
the biggest mistake of my life. | never believed in
abortion but we both knew we had no other choice.
It hurts me whenever | think about it and it has lefta
huge hole inside of me."

Even if couples go ahead with the pregnancy,
problems are still abound, as 26-year-old Air Force
Officer Andre (not his real name), discovered. He
was 23 when his girlfriend of four years told him
she was pregnant.

“| was just shocked and trying to count back to
when it happened,” he said, “However, the thought
of abortion never crossed my mind."

Andre said he never planned to marry his then
girlfriend, as they were quarelling regularly when
he was not in Singapore due to his attachment
in the Air Force. Although he has no regrets over
keeping the baby, he would still have wanted to
change the timing of the pregnancy.

“This [fatherhood] has changed me emotionally
and mentally because | always have to worry about
financial matters within the home. | had to do so
many things at once, like buying a house for my
family, renovating it, getting married and trying to
save money for my son,” Andre added.

Financial stabllity seems to be the key factor in
the decision making between couples; Danny and
James both said that they would have kept their
babies if they were financially stable. “Singapore
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has quite a high standard of living," said Jameg «
don't know where | could have found the rnm{el
to raise my daughter or even get an apartmen| for
my girlfriend and |. It's not like Australia or Ameri.
where people |ust can go off and rent a smal| housg
and keep their child.”

Hardships aside, Andre feels that his sop has
taught him to be more patient and how to thjp,
about others, “You can say that he has matyre,
me, even though having him has totally killed my
social life," he said jokingly, “You have to think
differently after you have a child, you have to thjp,
twice before doing anything stupid.”

Andre, whose son is now three, feels that suppog
from parents is the most important, “If you dony
have that open relationship with your parents, thej,
children will just run away from the problem apg
turn to abortion out of fear.”

“When | told my mum, you should have seen the
look on her face; she would have killed me if she
could. My mum gave me the look of death and my
dad just smiled at me. His first words were tha
since this has happened, abortion is not an option,
Of course mum gave me the cold shoulder for the
next few days, but now, | think when she sees he
grandson running around the house, she Knows we
made the right decision,” Andre said.

He feels that youths turn to abortion out of fear
and also because of the lack of communication
within their families, “Every parent would want {o
see their children having children, no matter wha
the age. Abortion will never be an option, unless
the family is very conservative. | feel parents wil
always support having a kid."

James said, “Running away from the problem
should never be an option. You have to stick
together to try to figure things out."

Although' the girls are the ones carrying the
child, the men need to be around to act as an
emotional backbone and help them through this
time. Premarital pregnancy isn't an end in itself,
it's important to stay focussed on the situation and
work things out together with mature and sensible
advice in mind.

If youths are afraid of confiding In their
parents, they can call the Family Life Service
Pregnancy Crisis Hotline at 6339-9770.

There's nothing to fear as O'Hara reassured
“identities remain confidential throughout”.
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embarrassment and expense, says KARIN XIAO.

the wrong chemical. In cross-processing, slide

film is developed in a2 chemical called C-41 which
is onginally meant for negative film instead. This method
of manipulating photographs will result in high contrast
pictures where colours seem to explode off the paper.

“| first became aware of cross-processing through
photographs in fashion magazines. The vibrant colours
appealed to me,” said Neil van Niekerk, 43, a professional
photographer with 28 years of
in an email interview. -/ e

Born in South Africa, van Niekerk, who resides in the
U_r. ted States, knew he had to try out cross-processing
afier s=eing the stnking colours and compositions that
resulted from the manipulation. *Even though black & white
imagery is supposed to be at the heart of photography,
| relate more to colours - specifically, bold colours,” he

S-mvfy put. cross-processing is developing film in
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Pop Colour Crazy

rDJr?a:asg:T:'n an old school _ming to even own a non-digital camera these days
t the effects you can achieve through cross-processing can be well worth the

added, “After all, | see in colour, not shades of grey.”

According to a sales executive at Ruby Photo Co. Pte
Ltd, who only wanted to be known as Eng, students are
mosﬂy the ones “who like to play around with film to see
the different special effects™ and try out this bold form of
photo manipulation.

Pm_f&ssionals such as Kenny Yek, 25, who owns hs
own video production house, also likes the high contrast
and the rich and saturated colours that cross-processind
brings to his photographs. “Although you can digitally
control it, it feels different when you actually cross
process. It gives you this edgy look, like film.”

Each month, about 10 to 15 people send their films 17
Ruby Photo Co., one of the few shops in Singapore th!
offers the service, for cross-processing. About twice th®
number do so in Spectra Photo Lab monthly, according
to the lab's Accounts Controller Ruby Seah. Stide fim:

say Fujichrome Sensia 100 or Kodak Elite Chrome Extra
Colour 100, is used because it's a cheap, non-professional
film that's well-suited for cross-processing.

O‘hﬂﬂlan producing photos with bold effects, another
characteristic of cross-processing s that Lhe results are
aways unpredictable. The same red colour will most
probably turn out differently each time you cross-process
Your photographs.

Yang J-Lyn, 27, a part-time Interior Design student at

SIA, is a fan of this “uncertainty in colours”™. “When
g‘“ send the film for cross-processing, you get very eager
collect it because you want to see what you will be
Getting,” she said.
l=ﬂ\’-ll;\hlﬂllekerk made the same point: “The unpredictability
R en work to your advantage by giving you results
ﬂﬂadem surprise you... Regard the unpredictability as
€nture in colour.”

mo LC-A

U tho &%

{building, dog) and Roger Low (plant, girf). Bath

He advises first timers 10 cross-processing not to be
timid, but to try out as many things as possible.

“You're trying something new, so push yourself in
trying subjects and compositions you've never attempted
before,” he said. Do not expect amazing photographs
solely from the colours that cross-processing brings. “Your
approach to your subject, and your use of composition
and light need to be just as creative,” he said

While most pholographers would send their film 1fo a
photo lab to be processed, Ruby Photo Co. aJso{ol fr:
C-41 home Kits. “[However] these kits are mor: of z.[
and not for prolessnonal use," said Eng. Each 0!‘!1"65 e
costs $24 and allows you to develop about m;:;m:er
film at different times as it can be stored and reuﬂ;I L2
Slide film can cost between $7.50 and $10 per

expDSUFES.
However,

do note that you will need an absolutely dark
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room 1o cross-process or develop your
film yourself. A good place would be In
a windowless bathroom. If there is light
coming through from under the door,
try 10 block it out using thick black
cardboard or a thick towel.

Or you could buy a changing bag
(a light proof bag used for loading film
to be developed when you have no
darkroom or don't want to switch off
the lights). You will still have to send
the developed negatives to a photo lab
to have the photographs printed.
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Outlet

Address | 3 Coleman Street,

Cost

Prints

| Ruby Photo Co.

The Peninsular Hotel
| Shopping Complex

| $7.50 per roll of film
30 cents - 3R print
40 cents - 4R print

—_——

Matt or Glossy

Specltra Photo Lab

I 101 Boon Keng Road,

 #04-01/05

Contact | 6338 0236/6338 4104 | 6292 9851

$8 (S6°) per roll
$1 (60 cents®) - 3R
$1.20 (B0 cents”) - 4R

*student rate

| Matt or Glossy
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Ngee Ann Polytechnic. Alternatively you can mail the page to us.

Closing date: 31 May 2005. :
The winner will be notified by a-mail or phone

Meritus Madness
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Ngee Ann Polytechnic

School of Film & Media Studies
535 Clementi Road

Blk 52 #07-01/02

Singapore 599489

- on Hotel Supplles Fe Ltd.
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Just because Mother's and
Father’s Day are around the
commer, doesn't mean you
have to buy the usual silk
tie or flowers. MARY-ANN
RUSSON and KAROL ANN
TAN show you how to make
personalised gifts that help
you save the environment at

the same time. r-‘. oy
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e older we get, the easier it is to simply walk into a
I store and buy something, rather than go through the
hassle of making it.

However, handmade crafis are not just for bored
housewives, children or those who are not academically
inclined. Goh Sing Yee, 22, a final-year National University
of Singapore (NUS) Science undergraduate (s a firm
believer that, “Crafts help keep your mind nimble and
creative. Anyone can do art. As long as you have the time
and patience, you can do arl. [Your skill] improves over
time.”

In fact, she took up porcelain painting five years ago
and is even considering applying for a place in LASALLE-
SIA College of the Arts after graduating,

“There is an increased interest in people of our age
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group who like to do craft and a lot of art schools have
[started up] recently. | never thought that you could have
a career out of art, but my perception has changed,” she
said.

Angelina Christian also turned her back on her bankef
Job to own PaintWorks, an arts supplies store that offers
decorative and fine arts courses to children, youths and
adults, The art teacher feels that art is a release for many
of her customers.

“People get a lot of satisfaction from [arts and crafts|
When you have such hectic lives, you sometimes don'
have time to smell the roses. It's nice to be able to s
down and make something instead of just going to a shoP
and buying something all the time," Angelina sald.

So here are two simple yet effective gift ideas certain 12

Glitter Globes g

Materials:
An old jam jar or craft jar (between $2 to $10,
depending on size, from IKEA)

Denatured alcohol (from maost pharmacies for
under 53}

Glycerin (from most pharmacies for under $5)

Silicon Waterproof Glue (from any DIY store for
under $10)

Old loy or decorative figurine (from gift/toy
shops for under $5 each)

Glitter

Accessories Iike sequins, beads, shiny plastic
shapas (from Spotlight branhes at Plaza

INgapura or DBS Tampines Centre for under $3
Per pack )

Waler

provided by 4 .

Photos. Many+na Russon

1) If you're using an old jam jar, wipe the botile down

with denatured alcohol first. Then, wash it with soap and

water to remove |abel and glue remnants

2) Using the Silicon Glue, glue the toy figure to the base ‘
of the jar lid. Leave to dry for 24 hours.

3) Pour 2 cm of Glycerin into the jar, then fill the jar with
water till it is three-quarters full.

g k sable
4) Stir the solution thoroughly Using & stick or disposable

spoon until bubbles appear

ycenn Is to be
Note: Don't use kitchen utensils as Glycenn is not

ingested .
N5 8 ther accessone
5) Add glitter, sequins, beads and 0 i

the solution and stir thoroughly.

con Glue to the inside of lrhu
o the jar and [eave to dry for
side down until the

6) After 24 hours, apply Sm[
7 i

_Screw the lid tightly or
hifé hours. Note: Don't turn the jar up

48 hours have passed.
hype 71
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ne sum is greater than tha parts is an apt description

of the ancient art of mosalce, where little pieces, placed

together in an artful way, revaal an unaxpected big
nicture O pattem
‘ This w.wim of intncate art dates back to the fourth
contury B.C.. where places decorated with onyx, cockie
shells and clay were found in a temple in Mesopotamia
(the area occupied by Southeastern Turkey, Eastern Syna
and a big part of Iraq)

Other than being aesthetically plaasing, mosaics can
have functional purposes too. According to Nanette
Zehnder, 31. a mosaic artist and owner of The Masaic
Warkshop along East Coast Road, “Mosaics are not only
used for decorative purposes. In the olden days, masaic
was actually usad to tell a story,” she said

Zehnder added that creatng mosaics can be “very
therapeutic [as it] puts you in a very calm, relaxing mood,
because you're doing art and art Is obviously very relaxing.
You have a Iittle time out for yoursell, by cutting little
pieces and forming them into a picture, you can actually
see the picture being formed so | guess it also offers self-
satistaction™.

From the walls of churches and temples, o the floors,
counters and even tolflets of vanous MRT stations and
shopping places, examples of mosaic can be seen in many
places even In our modemn city. But they don't necessarily
have 1o be the work of experts. You too, can join others in
creating a piecea of art in the comfort of your home.

“[There are] working adults who come in on weekends,
your ta tais who come in on weekdays and students who
come in on holidays,”™ she said.

Materials:
Safety goggles
(to protect your eyes while cutting tesserae $5)

Diamond cutter
(to mark oul pieces you intend to cut $32)

Tile/glass nipper (S30)
Grout (S10/kg)
Plywood ($10/square foot)

Tesserae

($4/100g to $8/100g beginners are advised to work
with stamed glass, as il is thinner and thus easier to
break up into smaller pieces. It also simplifies and
makes the grouting process easy as the surface of
stained glass is even and smooth)

PVC glue (83,60 for 125 mi)

A disposable butter knife or ice-cream sticks to
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Lavinia Lim, 25, an assistan| head te
that her interest in the cralt was Kindloc l
a candleholder made out of broken ql X
mae it was handmade and | was qQuite
was made,” she said

Mosaics can be created using either
indirect approach, Tesseme 1-;115:1" e
such as glass or marble used g Mala
be pasted direclly onto the l)asa(_\“;l :ﬁ:m Mos o
and a layer of groul is then applied oyer
design. Otherwise, the indirect melh lh-:“
reverse process” where “you design 0;\ =
and you paste it [the fesserae] on
wall," she said. The latter is usually
more complicated and profession
wall murals or the tops of tables.

While the direct method is the Speedie
of the two processes, more effort |s m.edu';; t'md =
polish the grout off the surface of the ccm;)m[" cle

You can get either smooth or Sanded groyt ;ﬁ Prodyey
suggests, smooth grout gives the mosaie S 1S namg
finish, however, sanded grout is more erlec: el
comes lo tesserae with wide gaps between thew3 henk
Zehnder explained that “anything goes” whe:] t
to tesserae, as there's a myriad of Mmalerials el
ceramic tiles, stained glass, mirror chips pebt;u':h as
shells to choose from, so “it all dopendslon i
design calls for”. what your

Feel free to experiment with the dijff
and materials available and as she said,
process and don't worry about making mist
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spread the grout
(ice-cream sticks cost
an average of $1 per
pack) Cotton Gloves (to protect your
hands from some sharp-edged fesserae $0.90)

Most of these items can be bought from the Mosaic
Workshop. PVC glue, ice-cream sticks and gloves are
avallable at your nearest stationery or hardware slore.

Method:

1) Draw a suitable design on a piece of plywood.

2) Lay out the tesserae you intend to use on your
design 1o ensure you have a sufficient amount of source
materials to work with.

3) Apply PVC glue to the back of tesserae and place
them on your design.

4) Leave 1o dry for 24 hours, once fesserae have t:cenme
laid out. This Is to ensure that it doesn't fall off during
grouting process.

3 Dump about 300g of grout into a mixing bowl (take-out
cntainers are recommended) and stir water into tha

Mmature. Stir until the mixture achieves the thickness of
peanut butter.

3 Spread a layer of grout over tha design and laval grout
With [esserae,
Note: Make sure the grout gets between tesserae.
6 Wipo excess grout off from tesserme surface using a
4mp cloth or sponge.

Be sure to do this before grout dries

Tl Leave m
0S3iC to dry for 24 hours and apply a layer of
iy apply a lay

For more Information about craft clisses:

PantWorks - Angelina Chrisban
Address; 1 Greendale Avenue, Hill Crest Road
Tel: G4624644

Mother's Day Craft Workshop at Mystique Gifts
- Goh Sing Yee

Address: hitp//www.mysliquegifts.nat

Tel. 96380255

The Mosaic Workshop - Nanalte Zehnder
Address: 150Q East Coast Road
Tal: 63484583
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Book Reviews

Kafka on the Shore

By Haruki Murakami

AR

Haruki Murakami

OUT OF THIS WORLD "
™ 0T

@
Kafka

onthe Shore

Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood Prince

By J.K. Rowling

Horty Poiter

AND THEK
HALF-BrooD
PRINCE

J. K. ROWILING
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Author Haruki Murakaml awed Western audiences with his
storytelling styleWhen the English translation of The Wind-y,
Chronicles was released in 1997.

His vast appeal led to translations of his previous works that
Hard-Boiled Wonderland and the End of the World, which
unigue structure where the book is divided into two separate na
which then crystallise into an astounding piece.

His latest offering, Kafka on the Shore, adopts a similar Structurg
where alternate chapters tell a different tale. In this book, one tala
revolvess around a 15-year-old boy Kafka Tamura while another tale is
about a brain-damaged old man called Nakata.

The odd-numbered chapters serve up Kalka Tamura's narration of
a prophecy slowly coming true - from his father's death to the Oedipal
fact of the 15-year-old boy bedding both his mother and sister.

While on the other hand, the even-numbered chapters tell the tale of
Nakata, the sexagenarian who loses his memory and kills a man whe
makes flutes out of cats' souls. These two tales would then somehow

intertwine in the later part of the book to lead to an unsuspecting twist.

Another interesting note about Murakami's writing style is the use
cats as an imagery in his books and they novels as delegates from
another realm.

Though the plots and characters seem a little confusing in the
beginning, the interweaving of the two tales where Nakata admits to the
murder of Kafka's father. This book will appeal to Murakami's fans and
make new converts. - SITI MARINA ABDUL ALIM
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If you've been hankering to read the next Hamry Potter book, take heart
- the wait's almost over. The world's favourite boy wizard will return in
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince in bookstores worldwide on
July 16.

It's been nearly two years since the greatly hyped up release of Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, which became the fastest selling
book of all time according to BBC News with a record 6 million copies
sold on the day it was released.

At the end of the fifth book in the series, Harry's godfather Sirius
Black died, the Ministry of Magic finally admitted to the public that
Voldemort had returned and a startling prophecy about Harry's future
was revealed.

As the anticipation grows for the sixth, J.K.Rowling has been
releasing small titbits about Half-Blood Prince, through her official site
JKRowling.com.

Some of these include the title of the new book, which Rowling has
since clarified refers to neither Harry nor Voldemort, three chapter titles
(namely Chapter Two - Spinners End, Chapter Six - Draco's Detour and
Chapter 14 - Felix Felicis) and the following excerpt, which describes a
new Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher appearing in the new title
whom fans are speculating to actually be the Half-Blood Prince: “He
looked rather like an old lion. There were streaks of grey in his mane of
tawny hair and his bushy eyebrows; he had keen yellowish eyes behind
a pair of wire-rimmed spectacles and a certain rangy, loping grace even
though he walked with a slight limp.” - MARY-ANN RUSSON
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& nmy Reichs

Jlonday Mourning

4 INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

KATHY

REICHS

MONDAY
MOURNING

THE NEW TEMPE BRENNAN NOVEL

Wilt in Nowhere
By Tom Sharpe

o

Wilt in Nowhere

!f you enjoy CsSl, you'll probably find Kathy Reichs's books pretty
irresistible. The forensic anthropologist has seven books toh 5
featuring her alter ego and protagonist, Tempe Brennan Tn !h:::jamd
murder mysteries and morbid death settings. R
ho:icr:\izrelar;esstlgovivl.hMrnné:lay Mourning, we're introduced to a chilling
ystery, €re brennan ends up in the basement of a pizza
place unearthing the remains of three Caucasjan females en rouze; to
testifying as an expert witness at a crime trial. The police offer their
share of opinions, which, as often is the case, is disputed by Reichs
as there is obviously more than meets the eye. Reichs Succgp(;ls in
sustaining the riveting storyline using graphic description of h'uman
remains and the morose and bleak crime scenes. )
: The appeal of Monday Mourning lies in Reichs' ability to tap on our
innate curiosity in uncovering the mystery behind the murders. And she
keeps us in suspense through the gripping course of events involyi
Brennan in the later part of the book.

As in her earlier novels like Deadly Decisions and Bare Bones,
Brennan depicts the thankless nature of a forensic anthropologist's job
of trying to piece the shattered pieces of a mystery together. ;

Itis difficult to say whether Monday Mourning is Reichs's best work
yet, as her previous novels bring Brennan to different crime mysteries,
each with its own distinctiveness. But Monday Mourning will leave
Reichs fans anticipating her next, while non-fans will scamper for her
earlier six having had a feel of the compelling read this book brings.
- MD NAJEEB

ing

Popular British satirist Tom Sharpe is back with his fourth novel in the
Wilt series, Wilt in Nowhere. Back in 1976, Sharpe introduced us to
Henry Wilt, a college professor who had the daunting task to teach
English Literature to a class of butchers. Nearly 30 years later, Wilt
is still teaching, but he now has to fend off the women in his gender
assertiveness class, his wife, Eva, and his 16-year-old sex-obsesssed
quadruplets,

With ridiculous reasoning and lies, he convinces Eva that instead
of joining her and the girls to visit rich Uncle Wally and Aunt Joan in
America, he should be spending his summer exploring England.

It is an eventful holiday for the Wilts on either side of the Atlantic,
as they keep meeting up with major hiccups after every other chapter.
His family arrives in America after alienating the other passengers and
befriending a gangster who wishes to use the girls in smuggling drugs.
Though the novel got off to a slow start, it eventually picked up when
Wilt got lost in Old England, sustained an injury and got accused of
arson. Feigning amnesia was his only way out since he couldn't further
explain how he ended up in someone's garage.

Wilt in Nowhere showcases Sharpe'’s ability to present satire and
ironies in witty and humorous manner. Readers stay glued to the pages
wanting to know how the quads who are schooled in a convent are
observing Uncle Wally's sexual behaviour for their school project. You
can also expect characters, from the previous books like Inspector Flint,
who will be back to investigate an Wilt because of the arson case.

The latest instalment of Wilt has its share of funny moments but lacks
the pop and fizzle of the previous books. - SITI MARINA ABDUL ALIM
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Bleasdale

Banker turmed novelist and columnist, Faith
Bleasdale chats with MARY VIOLET LORES
about her life as a writer and the inspiration
for her upcoming book, The Love Resort.

do well as an investment banker and at several
other jobs in London. It was then she started to pen
her first book, Rubber Gloves or Jimmy Choos.

“I worked in an investment bank (in London). It wasn't
my cup of tea. | wasn't very good with it,” Bleasdale said,
She completed the novel in 2000 just as her contract as
banker ended and she hasn't looked back, producing a
novel every year since then.

The 32-year-old, whose interest in writing was sparked
by her teacher father, showcased her trademark wit in six
humerous romantic titles revolving around young working
women, including Deranged Marriage and Pinstripes.

Though she's received praise from Cosmopolitan
magazine for her books, Bleasdale winces as she recalls
her experience of receiving her first criticism.

“The first time | had a bad book review, it was so
offensive [and] really mean. So, | was so upset | kept to
my bed for a day... | was sulking, 'Oh my God, | can't do
this! This is horrible'... The thing you have to remember is
that everyone has their own opinions,” she said.

Now living in Singapore with her boyfriend Jonathan,
Bleasdale has also been contributing articles for local
magazines such as Harper's Bazaar, Elle and she even
has a monthly advice column in Cleo.

Agent Provocateur is her latest book in bookstores,
This story is about Grace, who is hired to seduce unfaithful
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R eaders should be grateful that Faith Bleasdale didn't

men. She grew cynical about men ever since she gol
divorced but she broke her own rule when it comes 1o
Johnny, who happens to be married to a |ournalist, Betty,
who interviewed Grace on her job, During the interviaw,
their different moral compasses had already created
tension between them. Competition over Johnny happens
and only one of them can have him. Unexpectedly enough,
there's humour in the emotions of the characters as they
converse with each other.

Bleasdale's next book, The Love Resort, is different
from her previous novels because it is a book of comedy
but with a dark edge. The storyline of The Love Resort
Is based on a true story, according to her, where she and
her boyfriend had “a holiday by mistake" in the Caribbean,
With high hopes of enjoying their holiday in a “couples
only"” resor, they ended up feeling disappointed, as every
aclivity had to be done as a couple.

“Thelr (The resort) tagline is ‘All you need [s love' and
it's welrd you know, there's something not quite right.
Jonathan and | did nothing, we refused to do any of thei
organised games,” she said. The activities she passed on
Include a couple talent contest. The awkwardness durng
the holiday triggered an idea for The Love Resort.

Bleasdale Is planning to write a book for expatriales
living in Singapore next. *I don't understand why "¢
stores in Singapore sell fake fur coats when there s no
winter here..." she mused.

undergraduate from Princeton University whose
previous jobs included being a Wall Street brokerags
fim technical writer and an eighth-grade English teacher.

Never did Jod| Picault think she'd end up writing for
a liing when she began her first novel, Songs of the
Humpback Whale while pregnant in 1992.

Yet, 13 years and 11 riveting genre-hybrid novels
later; Picoult’s ability to address serious family, love
and relationship-related issues head on has made her a
household name In America, with a steadily growing fan
base in the United Kingdom.

Picoult said, *I tend to write about questions that | can't
answer, Issues that make me think hard and wonder what
fddo In a certain situation. The questions come from
slanes | hear, newspaper articles | read, fights | have with
my husband.... anywhere at all."

Picoull's lates! novel, My Sister's Keeper, tells of a

crisis when 13-year-old Anna, a designer baby
“eated lo save the life of her leukaemia-ridden elder sister,

Cides 10 sue her parents for the rights to her body.

Iwanted (o take the ssue of stam cell research away
o the palitical platform and show people Instead, the

and minds of a family going through it said Picoult.
ng those parents and their struggles truly can make
ethink what you've believed about the (ssue.”
5ing a manologue style, the novel brings to life an

She was an English and Creative Writing

you

With endless debates going en worldwide about
stem cell research and designer bables, New
York Times best-selling author Jodi Pi tells
MARY-ANN RUSSON in an e-mail inte how
she tackles these issues in her controversial
new novel, My Sister's Keeper.

astonishing repertoire of unigue characlers, ranging from
Sara, a mother whose desperate will to save her
made her forget about the rest of her children, to
delinquent teenage son who has become th
the family, to Campbell, a slick, self-centred attorney who
takes on Anna's case for the publicity.

“I felt that all of these characters had the right to tell
why they'd made the choices they did. No
has it 100% right - it's almost like a quilt of 38
needs o be patched together to give a reader the ‘real’
story," Piccoult said.

In fact, the mather of three is not sure herself if she
would have acted much differently from the charac
Sara in My Sister's Keeper. “Like Sara, | [e
although we want to believe all our chi
our hearts, at times, one might have to £

“It's not a comfortable admission, but it's a true c
| knew one of my children was a perfect genetic m.
the other, I'd have a very hard time not using
his sibling. It's not an either/or, as Sara says - it'sam
of having them both."

A tender, genuine look at the ties that bind and the
plight of a young girl struggling to separate 2lf
emotionally and physically from the sister she's alv
been connected to, the diversity of the characte g
conllicts In My Sister's Keeper will appeal lo anyone, &
regardless of age.

hype 77



Nnocturna

R —

FO Otba” For @ large screen TV set may have been invented f
a. I - S e or thoae afte I
| yS experence, but it did a world of good to football far:s Wﬂnlrl: C;nom"‘“c | | I.‘
Crame L bl hot pitch action across the globe. On weekends, crowds S"g 0 cateh | \ pf
Champions League atches such as the ever-popular English Premier League (EPL). As the I‘-rn,::n |nub|‘r_ ‘ A | ‘
| 221

UEFA
aces to Scream,

and FA Cup atches

i o s approach, KAROL ANN TAN staked out the most popular pi

The rash of alfresco watering holes springing up has made some pubs eschew the
generic neon-light approach in favour of a more p

|looks at one that speaks volumes of the owners' obsessive love for motorcycles

sonalised touch. SAMUEL N

fast emerging as an alternative to the hangouts

of'(‘)s;crﬁ?uls;ioad and Holland Village. With its bohemian feel,

fhgre's no doubting the allure of the place, offering seclusion
ungle.

{rom “:e :’_:::Le,::y' h%weuer, is shattered occasionally by the

,Th?ure umble of a Harley-Davidson to the laughter emanating

signa tavern at the foot of the hill. Handlebar, which officially

n:d in October, touts itself as Singapore’s “one and only biker’s
e though Its owners are careful not to alienate customers, who

b aps do not share the same enthusiasm they have for bikes, by
not trumpeting Handlebar as a biker’s hangout.

The prainchild of husband and wife co-owners, Jan Pek and
Ghris Chong, both 36, Handlebar is visually arresting. It's hard for

trons not to get swept up — rally banners are draped across the
celling and rafters and collectables like knickknacks and curios in
the form of postcards, signages and snapshots are plastered all
over the bar.

And here's its piéce de résistance — almost everything, from
ashirays to beer taps and toilet accessaries, has been constructed
{rom recycled bike parts. The décor is testament to their love for
motorcycles. “We have a couple of good friends living in Japan
who helped us acquire them from a junkyard,” said Ms Pek. “Both
my husband and | have a strong passion for motorcycles. So all
\he hard work we put into making Handlebar what it is was really
a labour of love.”

The personalised service at Handlebar means they go beyond
attending to customers’ needs and wants; the staff actually
make an effort to make you feel welcome and its patrons agree
wholeheartedly. “It's a great place to unwind, go shoot some pool,
have a couple beers and just kick back. There's an old world feel to
the whole place,” said Alvin Tan, 23, a tertiary student. Whether it
is chugging back a few rounds of beer going at $5 a mug with your
buddies, enjoying the company of your loved one or just reflecting
back on the day, Handlebar is a home away from home indead.
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10 Thlngfsl}l_ever
Say To AWARS SFan L KEE..

Rank 4 Stars for TOTAL GRADUATE OUTCOMES

~onic Star Wars hits the big screens in May, unleashing the

1an to live under a rock for the next months,
Wars mania. Unless You p
inev [‘\ast:;:p::-'g\:ilnsl?: a “padawan’ or ‘jedi Kknight' or two. Here's hype's list of 10 things to
you

NEVER utter in the face of a fan, lest you face the full fury of the Force.

ity of Canberra is owned by the Australian Government
ber of the Unified National Systam a

The final instaliment of the i

1. Why's that torch hanging on your belt? Expecting a blackout?

2.1snt Yoda the quy with the pOInty ears in the Enterprlse? 4 Minor: Human Resource Management
Oh Wait that was SpUCk- Professional Option. nking and Finance or Marketing
Admission Requirements
’ for a |ace,__ : ) (Quarterly Intakes in January, April, July, Octobe
3. Naboo? That's a rather rude name p \ + Cat 1 (15-18mths) - A
N + Cat 1a (18mths) -

of Management, AM

Singapaore.

4. Did you know Yoda had Frank Oz's hand stuck up his rear
from Episodes IV to VI?

5. Yeah, R2D2, he's the only good actor in Star Wars.

6. You Nerfherder!

7. So we're to believe that an asthmatic in a plastic helmet's the
greatest villain of all time?

8. Only in Star Wars can a guy dressed up as a
trashcan be a fearsome bounty hunter.

CcRICos

/
+ Bachelor of Business Administration (2 yrs)
- o +» Bachelor of Commerce (2 yrs)
9. | want some of what those stylists R « Bachalor of Management (2 yrs)
were drinking/smoking while they R e e
/ styled Leia's and Amidala's hair! e
4 algs 1 Uniy f Queensland
10. What Force? Police or Civil « Bachelor of Business Management (2 yrs)
« Bachelor of Business Communication (2 yrs)
DEfenCE? « Bachelor of Commerce (2 yrs)
o + Bachelor of Electronic Commerce (2 yrs)

« Bachelor of International Hotel & Tourism Management (2 yrs)
Admisslon Requirements
(Quarterly In s In January, Aprll, July, October)

- KAROL ANN TAN

* GCE "A" level or equivalent 1 In the GCE "0 level (English Language

« Students without GCE "A® level but with good resu

Mathematics) or equivalent will also be considered on a case-by-cas 15

s (Rt VSC/STRANC2)
Appruved by Imvmigration snd Checkps ity of Singapore t Recrut Foresgn Stucents (Ref VC/STR/ A/

wellington Bullding, singapore 229921
medu@slngnet.com.sg
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I Maln Campus: 20 Bideford Road, #01-03,
‘ Tel: 68380151 (5 Lines) Fax: 68380154 a
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