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to prevent them from providing ald to the very Who gets to decide who lives and who that there will be some 'hc:q \;m :hrmlrdrlu::'
same? dies? Who's right and wha's wrong? War Isn't  their quarter of a century? Why shou'd, EDITORS Aaron Lye >> Sue-An R -
So while President George W. Bush sits just about fighting with weapons of mass who has lived with nathing but the benefits of Sana Rahman i ‘{ TERS AQHZSWT':; ;: SCY::: Sa:a Rahman 0zsiGheRs Chen Zilin >> Sue-Ann Woo >» Syeda
ICe AW >>

on his moral high horse and rounds up the

destruction or patriot missiles. It's fought with

peace, give a darn about war? Why should |
care? What's in it for me? Can anyone tell me?

Dawn Ong >> P. Gaayathri >> Joann Chia >> Lydia Shi

; * wi Marie Therese Anthony >> Ng Yi Li =

bad guys' with his guns blazing, one wonders  blood. A y >> Ng Yi Lian >> Sharon Wang >> Shikin ADVISORS i

whether Iraq will be a corral big enough to And this time, all will not be okay with the Kok Kee r'=i1TeR Oxford Graphic Printers Pte Ltd GraFF |9‘ WIS akiéhg'ads DVISORS Veronica Le_mg >> Choy

contaln his enthusiastic pursuit of “freedom™.  director yells “cut”. I'd really like to know. hyge = yakirin Bin Samat (Track 02 - Project Burnerz)
} vear Print Journalism studel — -

23 Ngew ann Pal

v final

N diploma programme . Contact us at

Aaron Ly

50 Tl G460 BA4E Fax 6162 5617
3 Ngee Ann Polytech

wdsandrockproductions com. v b

Syeda Sana Rafiman Sue-Ann Woo
To air your views and commenls, email us at hype@sandrockpmducumcﬁm




The Rivals

he quirky characters of The Rivals take a big leap from thelr usual gy,

century constraints only because The Stage Club gives a now twist lo

Sheridan's original English satire, Singapora's oldast thealre company, The
Stage Club sets [ts characlers loose an thelr own Templation Island. With diractor
Daniel Toyne's choice of a contemporary sel - on a iropical beach resort, The
Rivalsis a far cry from the original production staged in 1775

The main players of this intricale comedy include prolagonist Lydia Languigh

heiress to her family's wealth; Jack Absoliite, a Captain who must pretand 1o by a'
pauper 1o win Lydia's heart; and the marvellous Mrs Malaprob, Lydia's aunt wiih
her own secrel passions. The sub-plot is liled with manipulative cousins hung-up
lovers, lavish ladies, angry fathers, and scheming servants. The Rivals boasts
duels, deception and unconditional love. Sheridan's works have long bean IIkaned
to thase of Oscar Wilde's in his provocative approach, Toyna's cholce of a tropical
island and modern location allows The Aivals lo demonsirata human shoricom-
ings and obsessions in a relevan! and enlertaining way, without losing tha
classical fouch

7 to 10 May. 8om. DBS Arts Centre, Robertson Quay. Tickets al $35, §25,
(concession available for students, NSmen and senior cilizens) from SISTIC,

P. Goayathri

hype spices up
your semester break with a selection of

Nt

T wo leading thealre organisations, New York-based The Builders Associa-

Alladeen

tion and London-based Moloroli, callaborate on Alladeen, a global cross-
cultural performance putting the story of Aladdin into today's contex! of
media and lechnology,

Alladeen highlights how media and technology make an Impact on global
culture, bridging the first and third worlds. The performance will address Ihe
controversial issua of Indian call operators at international call centres being
trained lo pass off lawlessly as Americans. It will also explore how our voices and
perceplions travel from culture (o cullure as we engage with technology.

Alladeen will rolale between call cenlres - where the performers act as call
operators in New YYork, London and Bangalore. There are vibranl fantasy
saquances Inspired by the Arablan fable while Incorporating visuals of early
Hollywood and Bollywood films
7 to 8 June. 8om, (3pm for matinee on June 8). Vicloria Theatre. Tickets at $52,
$42, §32 and 822 from SISTIC.

Ng Yi Lian

Z W8 ray 2005

Singapore Street Festival

rehard Rond will sizzle with action when young budding talants showcase
thalr croativity and artistic abilities in the Singapore Street Festival 2003
Returning for a second year, this year's thema of “Slroel Rovolution” s
56l to provide a colourful display of Singapora’s sireet cullure
The first of s kind In Southeast Asia, parbrmers will be bolh prolessionals
and amaleurs. With the use of cpen spaces near Tha Hoeren Shaps, Ihe NYC
Youth Park, Cathay Gineleisura Orchard Mall, NYC Skalo Park, Fabar Housa and
Orchard Building, outdoor stages will be assembled for the crowds, This 16:day
event, t)nunﬂlm!-rc have more than the 785 performars that took part last year,
hopes fo draw about 200,000 peoplo
Thera'll ba broak-dancing, nusicals and film screenings. Belly dancing and
hip+hop compalitions ara also part of the programma. Performars Include Absalut
Encounter, FhLY, Glarla, ISD and Ngee Ann Palylechnic’s Radio Heatwavo
Organised by the Orchard Road Business Assoclation, this festival ls jolntly
supported by the National Arts Councll, Ministry of Community Development and
Sports, National Youth Council and Singapore Tourism Board

31 May fo 15 June. 6.30pm to 9.30pm on weekdays and Jpm lo 10pm on
weekends, Orchard Road. Admission is free.
Joann Chia

certain to appeal to the young, and the young at heart

(information correct at time of print)

NUSSU Welfare Bash

T he NUS Students’ Union Wellare Bash Committee is sel o bring the house
down with a party themed “Out-Of-The-Blua®.

The anual NUSSU Welfara Bash alms to raise [unds for the NUSSU diaries
which are distributed to all NUS students. But this event, fortunalely, is open to
anybady looking for a good time = non-NUS students included.

On lop of the usual clutbing activities, the line-up for the event includes
games and lucky draws. The lun-filled activities coupled with the thrill of winning
exciling prizes Is reason enough 1o join in tha revelry. But If that fails 1o lift your
maod, the familiar good sounds at Zouk should placate you. All party-goers will
receive a door gilt, and doors open as early as 8pm

Slated br 6 May, the NUSSU Wellare Bash |s a timely event, for most of us
will be done with examinalions, and we'll need that boost to help us get in the
mood for all those holiday activilles.

6 May. 8pm until Jate. China Black. Tickets at $15. To book, contact Harianto at
9035 1793. Tickets ara also available at the door.

Shikin Ahmad Party-goers al {he NUS 2002 Welfare Bash
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lore

From MTV to street fashion to advertising jingles, hip hop smacks us in
the face. Addictive beats and slammin’ moves aside, Shikin Ahmad looks
beyond hip hop’s controversial and explicit musical content to try and
understand its influence here

| hip hop culture

The hip hop culture ongnated n the Bec
.:'_1- 18605 I comprises of lour dis
Q &nd turniable scralcheng, a techns

ris. The definng

rd turntable whie Dreak danc
fiad known 25 rappers, would
0 h;Ldu'rJ

ympetlion was h

',u'_,.;b: 1 iSsUes that manered.
Ness within the community

The same thing canl be saud for
controversially explot

have logo@riobec
hear hip hop songs

movies are made based on e lves o

0 bt this :f-;"c_.kﬂ, heip C

1, you will get e ioea of what L

“Rap is about reflection. It'll be
better if the reflection we hear
on radio comes closer to
home.”

- Lady E, rapper

loysius, a socn lo be LaSal
“This hep hop thing is very p

nNAang to be who you are not

articutar about the lyrics of

j0y the music. | only pa

nment word, what sells m

the meantime.




yakirin Bin Samat

P. Gaayathri goes underground and paints us a portrait of graffiti. Is it

vandalism? Or is it art?

n Singapore, defacing public property lands one 3 $2000 fine, a maxmum

of three years In jail and eight strokes of the cane. Whether writing of

drawing on the walls of a piece of property is deemed “defacing’, however
is a matter for courts of law to decide. Graffiti in Singapore has slowly
become accepled and has even made il o the limelight al events like the
Singapare Streel Festival. So while ‘witers do gel paid for their ar, they are
also becoming more vocal in demanding alienton

“You can'l stress it's an artform by keeping i underground,” affims 26-
year-old Madzlan B Endul. A ‘wnter' and founder of the urban arl coliective
Bring Da Pamt, which regularly showcases graffill works, Madzian believes
non-commercialised graffiti can work against educating the masses about
the art. By daing it legally he argues, “You'll only prove them night that you
are not an artis! but just a comman criminal.”

Mahamed Rohaidi, 25, a ‘writer’ [rom the graffii crew, Spray Two
George, who adopts the tag (or pseudo names which ‘wrilers work under),
“Locase”, says grafft is drven by passion. *For us, we ‘wrilers' think it's 8
form of expression,” highlights Rohaidi. ‘Maybe we're having problems with
our family, So we create ourselves through graffiti ®

Commercialisation versus Arl

Gralfili represents a stylish independence, where ‘writers’ can credil
their works as an identifiable piece on their own, similar (o painlers and
composars. Bul the day ‘writers’ decide 1o bring il out of the underground and
inlo the mainstream commercial world, don'l they face the nisk of having 1o
be profil-driven, thereby losing the essence of ihe artform?

“Of course there are the corporalé pigs who are just out 1o cash in on
gralfiti* says 22-year-old Muhd Sufian Hamsi, cynically, Adopling the Lag,
“TraseOne’ and a member of one of Singapore's larges! graffili crews,
Operation Art Core (OAC), Sufian says "We've been pushing this an for
years just trying 1o gel pecple to appreciate bul some do crappy lags and
make L-shirls oul of il, say il's graffiti and sell iL” OAC, which has done graffiti
backdrops for hip hop gigs in Indonesia and designs for popular Malaysian
rap duo, Too Phal, in their music videos, was recenlly paid $2000 lo ‘wrile"a
30m by 2.5m mural al the Esplanade ~Theatres on the bay. Getling paid
while living his passion, Sufian chirps, “is fike exira loppings on your Mr
Softee”. However, being inviled on several occasions o do commissioned
works has landed Sufian some crticism

*People think thal |'m a ‘sell oul’ because I've done a lol of works. But |
don't think thal way. It's nol like I'm promoting myself or commercaalising my
works, People invite me 1o do the works,” asserts Sufian

The Feminine side

With graffiti gaining more acceplance, the local hip hop scene Is seeing
the emergence of female ‘wrilers”. “There are many lemale wrilers there
Most of them are under a nick thal you wouldn't guess was a gir's or they
Just tag their work as under their crew,” says Sill Haszilah Hanaflah, 19, who
lags herself as "Nyle”. “Too much commercialisabon makes the wrilers go for
the money mare than the arl,” she adds. Her graffili was recently put up for a
two-week display on the ramp al the skale park near the National Youth
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Council (NYC), after which the ramp space was painled over lo give olher
youths a fair chance lo express their creativity as well

Perceplions

Much of grafiit’'s commercialisation may be due 1o the vasl amoun of
graffiti shops, both retail and online, which sell a wide array of goods for
‘wriing" Over 25,000 graffiti sites are online wilh the majority of them being
pro-grafiitl - supporting graffitl without deaming it as a nuisance Even though
graffili remains considered as vandalism in virtually every urban area of the
world. ‘Wrilers' need a platform, “where everybody can practise (heir skills
without having lo keep walching over their shoulders®, Madzlan says, Local 'r
the NYC has been one of the key supporters of ‘writers’, allowing for much
freedom lo spray on designaled spols and even organising graffili compeli-
lions

“Due to our events al NYC, some shops from some shopping cenlres
now want ‘wrilers’ o design their walls™, says Nadia Ahmad, 20, freefance
evenl organiser for Youthopia, one of the depariments under the NYC

Shops [ike Hypno and Raslafari in Far Easl Plaza have graffiti backdrops
far their shutlers. The newly opened Level One at Far East Plaza and The
Annex al Heeren shopping cenlre, both have graffiti backdrops adoming their
walls too.

Priscilla Goh, 24, Senior Executive of Hub Services from NYC, perceives
graffiti as a rend in hip hop and says NYC wants lo appeal to youths with hip
hop inlerests. ‘People stil view It [graffiti] as illegal but only when it's done on
public property instead of authorised venues, We allow il on the right places
When there are more events, there will be more avenues for exposure and in
tum mare ways for youths lo participate,” Prscilla descnbes

VWhile Nadia and Priscilla praise graffiti, Rohald| remains sceplical aboul
the public's perceplion. “It's hard lo change mindsets,” he laments. They think
this is all just a bunch of nonsense.”

Similarly Madzlan acknowledges thal the public has mixed reactions
regarding graffiti. “We have conlroversial plays thal are arl to some bul
blasphemous or pomographic to others. Thal's how it's been with grafiil
Some say il's arl while some jus! dismiss il as vandalism.”

Amriq All, 19, a studenl al the Construction Industry Training Insbiute
(CITI), vehemently addresses several issues which dismiss graffili as
hazardous, “First i's nol environmental fendly. It's harmiul inhaling the
aerosol sprays used for graffil. And besides thal, graffili is hard lo compre-
hend, sa it puls me off. | can't just stand there irying (o understand IL” ATriq
complains

He is also quick 1o add that graffiti might be a bad influence, Amriq 5
concern is hal “when people do nol have the means Lo do graffiti legally. Ihey
resort to public property. When that happens and kids see iL, they will follow
in their footsteps loo”

Graffili may still have many negalive connalations, Whatever (he
perceplion of graffitl, one thing remains clear - thal ‘writers' In Singapore
must ensure Ihe ongoing progression of graffiti in a legal way while educaling
the public al the same time

kles one of the
es in conservative
ostitution.
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that Lars chirmsing Gum Bnd Tines peopla for nol floshing tofiets, ! iy
bl to pictire the sex brade as o lngal activity.

Accarding 1o The Women's Chisnter, prostihution Is the “act of &
termasie pitering her body ko promiscubus bewudl intercourse for hire,
whather in money of in kind™ The ssoe of prostintion is one tat
divides many - not all even agree on the status of the “services” being
oMerad in tuis country.

For exsmple. Or Lecng Wai Teng, from the Department of
Sociciogy 8l T Natiora) Univensity of Singapore [NUS) while dectining
15 comment on this issue. 0id s3y over (ha Telephone, “Prostiution i
not Mega! hare”

Contradicting this sistement. howeves, is Miss Low Hul Peng
of e Business Statistics Division ot the Singapore Department ol
Stabwtics. Responding Yo ype's enguiry with an email, she states that
“prostitution in not isgalised in Singapore”.

s, dae ko the sensitlvity of this issue. many people e Mr
Marayzran Ganapathy, @ sociolagiat st NUS, are simply reluctant to
commaenL

To set the recond straight, prosiitution is indeed tolerated in
Singapore For o starl. there ls nothing in Singapore law that states
otherwise The sex trade is confined to certain districts where prosti-
tutes are housed in brothels.

My Koh Hong Bin, 23, 8 Crime Prevention Officer with the
Singapore Police Force confirms this, “1t's legal as long as [1's inside the
brothel” He adds, “It's just a living for these girls but if they solicil
outside, then we Tl have 1o take them back o the siation.”

Some are puzzied and lurious over the government's decision
o tolerale the sex rade

s wrong”™ Mr Angrew Kong, 45, a senior executive at the
Family Lite Society nsista. “Prostitution encourages people to
nstrumenialse a woman s body... and treat her like an object.”

trene Sng. 24, a Banking and Finance Studies student from
Ngee Ann Polytechnic aiso believes that prostitution shouldn't be
legalised because it's morally wrong. Unknown Lo many, the government
did try to clamp down on the sex trade when Singapore gained inde-
pendence. Associate Professor Ong Jin Hul, with the Depariment ol
Sociology in NUS, writes in Prosfitution: An international Handbook on
Trends. Problems and Poiicaes that the government had an “anti-yellow
cullure " campaign thal sttermpted to gel rid of prostitution, which was
considerad “morally and socially offensive”. However, the writer noted
that the campaign lalied with brothel owners moving out of established
RALD areas to residential areas in a bid to escape from the “constant
racts and harassment ™ by the police

In order to curb widespread prostitution before it got out of
hand. the governmeni had o soften its stand and change its policy.
Singapore now administers “soft enforcement”, which another writer of
the same book. Nanette J. Davis. says is “surveillance, containment,
tolerance ” and warning. This ensures prostitution is confined 1o certain
areas and makes i1 easser for law enlorcers o check on brothels lor
iliegal activites

Mr Koh explains that the police would usually raid a brothel
afier they receive a tip-oft. which can be lor drugs, under-aged sex
workers o (liegal immigrants

Most Singaporeans feel prostitution is iImmoral but they also
admil that il i indispensabile 10 society

Retiree Max Tan, in his late 508, argues, “They ve to do it
Whether il's open or nol. there'll always be prostitution. H not, young
women will be raped

Others feel that tolerating the trade benefits both the sex
workers and thew customers. National Serviceman Calvin Gan, 18, who
agmits 10 frequenting Drotheis. conlesses he fools saler knowing that
the practice is seen 1o be legal

Others feel this way 100. “it's kind of a service lo the public.”
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Lawrence Loh, 23, another National Serviceman says, “Of course, ity
ol a good thing but some people need this kind of service, so now they
know where's sate o go.”

Pal Tan, in her 508, with a friend working in a brothel di
“I's good for the girls when I1's legalised. They Tl be going for check-
ups, 80 It's safer for the customers also.”

She blso believes thal it reduces exploitation of prostitutes by
pimpa. In fact, under Section 146 of the Woman's Charler, sex workery
are also prolected from pimps who may try 1o control or explot the
prostitutes under his or her charge

However, when lype checked with several brothel owners on
the benelits that prostitutes receive, all refused to comment, though one
said that they've been sworn 1o secrecy by the Criminal Investigation
Depariment.

One prostitute at Flanders Square, however, did tell hyps that
prostitules do not have to worry about police raids on their activities, as
“they re under the Anil-Vice™.

Additionally, a former National Service police officer with the
Media Corporation Division at the Ministry of Home AMairs, who
declined Lo be named, says brothels need to apply for permits that are
renewed annually by the police. Thus, they need to follow the rules or
risk getting their permits revoked. Sex workers are also required to go
for regular check-ups 1o prevent the spread of sexually transmitted
diseases. According to the prostitute at Flanders Square, prostitutes are
required to go for AIDS checks every three months, Hepatitis B checks
every two yoars and o general check-up every four weeks.

Yet, some are still less forgiving even after weighing the pros
and cons of tolerating the sex trade, Danlel Yap, 24, a final-year Mass
Communication student in Ngee Ann Polytechnic feels that although
prostitution Is believed to help reduce sexual crimes, its “Ill effects far
outweigh” Its so-called benelits.

Residents in the ALD area maintain that although the
sltuation is under control, it's still very “inconvenient” at times.

Terance Teo, 20, a resident ol Camellia Lodge at Geylang
Lorong 31 agrees sexual crimes will probably increase without
prostitution being tolerated in Singapore. However, he adds, “It still
affects us ns the land value dropped drastically.” And even though the
Teos are three streets away from the RLD area, Terence is still very
concerned about his sister's safety and makes it a point to accompany
her home late at night.

While some feel that the tolerance of prostitution Is justifiable,
others find it morally degrading and absolutely unacceptable. Ultimately,
the onus is on the individual - as with all laws In all countries, there will
always be proponents and opponents of any given legislation. Legalised
abortion has Its supporters and detractors. Legalised euthanasia has
people up In arms, for or against it. Why should the controversial Issue
of prostitution be any different?

NOT A TALENT QUEST

Television viewers have shown an increasing appetite for local dramas on TV. But
these are sometimes so unrealistic, they cause much displeasure, or even dismay

in the represented group. Shikin Ahmad investigates.

r lives are not like 8 v
Technol explained thal in epis
aracte always involved In relal

as shown ab lruggles

Florence Thomas. a second-year Consumer
Temasek Polytechnic, ¢
n Moulmain High. min

Irom a brokan homa and has to work parl-lima to sea hir
Dennis’ character Is realislic becausa there ara stud
backgrounds

this affects his
th others,”
alind Pho, 20, a final-yoar |
Communication student at Ngo

il da anything
owd, ‘E

lika a rich girl
1ulf &

approach focusing an
freshmen days. Stult like
to fit In, making new

nature ol Light Years
1 evident in the lile
sell. “Light Years s a

| his background

m ol expenenced
and what

8 tha issues b

e, the d 0 and also
a, another
ily as an

hnic and

they dare |
con
included, are mere entertainme

Others like Nur Ayuni Zanal Ab 19, whao is studying for a Hi

ortrayals do a

or nol, Singaporean
producers are clearly
I“

audienc

influence people’s
0| ons

hype may 2003

artificate in Administration at ITE
one’s parceplon,

9




X’ho is this?

Chris Ho's epitaph would read: “I'm not buried in Sipgapore, I
hope. If | am, please dig me out!” This cult personality stands up
for what he believes in, most of the time raising eyebrows with
his “no-holds-barred” comments on peaceful Singapore.

Shikin Ahmad spends some time with this controversial figure.

hris Ho has two sides to him “I've got a bit ol that spiit personality for

real. In other words. there is thal obedient C-H-R-1-S Chris Ho and

there is thal 'Why-should-l-stand-for-all-this-nonsense? X'Ho says Chris.
He owes his “pop-rebel stalus™ 1o rock-and-roll music. *I came out at thal lime
whan people inlo rock-and-roll were giving up the rock-and-roll dreams...lo
become family men. The whale belief in rock-and-roll was a form of elhos, to
me. But back in those days people were really scared of rock. They thought that
rock fs drug cullure, subversive [and about) youth rebellion. | stoad up for it and
| think they always had resarvations aboul me because of that. Maybe thal
passion and supposed dare caught people’s attention;” he continues, *I think it
has a lot 1o do with you being the only person daing it al thal tme'. Can you
believe nobody wants 10 sit and walt for Mick Jagger in the holel, at that time,
except for ma and one Straits Times editor?”

The Singaporean Identity

That was hum then in the early 1980s. Today, Chris Ho is a radio deejay,
musician, music critic and still the rebel. But for one with the zeal lo do so
much, his enargy level dips slightly on the subject of the Singaporean idenbty.
With eyes fixed on the floor and hands clasped logether, he says it is very sad
1o talk about Singaporeans. 1 feel that Singaporeans as a people are very
cowered in fear. You sit in the bus, you sit on the MAT, everybody looks so
scared or they'd look so indignant. We've lost that sense of dignity and we
don't even know we have lost it” In a solemn lone, he continues, "We have
substituted dignity with arrogance. We're just a bunch of arrogani people.”

He attributes this arrogance ta the infringement of rights that makes
Singaporeans question their worth. “When you're dignified and you have that
sense of dignity, you don't need to question your worth, That's the thing | see
aboul people in other counlries. They feel like, Tm worthy 1o be here because
| am a native of this country’. But | don't see that in Singaporeans. They're
constantly fighting for their worth 1o be a Singaporean. That to me is a
Singaporean identity” And then, with a dash of sarcasm, he adds, “Of course,
on the surtace, you ge! the masked, whilewashed picture thal ‘Oh everybody
is 50 happy as a Singaporean. Look al us on Channel 5 and Channel 8! Wow,
we're groovy, funky, hip and swinging!™

The mainsiream media

In one of his essays from the X'Ho Files, a regular seclion in Big0
magazine. Chris described the Singapore mainsiream media as a “people-
loving press. You're supposed to understand thal all thal is double-speak!” he
squirms al the quoted phrase, [The mainsiream media) is very obedient,
don't you think? From & personal standpaint, | think they function almest like a
newsletter from the government” So, the media is as good as propaganda lo
him. Do we Ihen have another outlet? An allernative cullure? “Yeah, but every
time il comes up, they Iried 1o kill it”* he chips in, between roaring laughter.
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“Ten years ago, we used o have this wonderful weekdy [rock-and-rol]
concerts al the Substation. It was greal and | would go every weekend, And
then suddenly il was all stopped. Why? Because the kids moshed and slam-
danced . Tha New Paper blew it up, out of concern lor people's safety of
course, and nex! thing you know It's banned” Chris explains further, *And the
way [they] ban things Is ot just like ‘ban-ban’. They ban and they made sure
it s an effective ban™ Surprisingly however, Chris asserts thal he belongs
neilher in the mainstream nor the alternative culture, He is "fringed” with “one
Jeg in both, he says. And itis this fringed" person who continues (o slir
seemingly calm walers with his criticism of Singapore's popular cullure

What full-time job?

A radio deefay, musician and pop critic, Chris claims hie “never had a full
time job” and he was "never a careerist’,

*| got into each and every one ol Ihem by chance.” he explains, fand] my
real vocation is being a music fan” Chnis auditioned lo become a deejay for
Rediffusion and he gol the part because they needed part-timers, kick-
starting his career as a radio deejay. Al presen, he deejays for Rediffusion,
Radio Singapore International (RSI) and Passion 99.5, all on a part-time
basis, "Being a deafay olfers me the platform to expose the kind of music |
like. | see it pointless just following a playlist but of course we all have lo pay
our dues [and] follow the rules,” Chris adds. He also deejays in clubs like The
Liquid Room and The Sound Bar, where he gets the chance lo actually meel
people. “For years and years, you just do it by yourself in the studio and you
closed out. I'm a part-timer and | don't do all the road shows for them or even
go out and do promotions. This is my chance to meet people,” he says.

Being a vocallst in a band allows him lo express himsell. Back then in
the B0s, Chris was in Zircon Loungs, the first new wave punk group in
Singapare, and loday, he s in the process of reforming the band. “We're
recording an album at the moment with the original members ol Zircon
Lounge and a new female singer. We hope Lo finish this by end of April And
we're targeting this for the European markel under a new name, Zircon
Governmenl Pawn Stars," explains Chris. And if you think he's tired, Chris
*stretches his limils and expresses himsell, yet again, through a critical
approach in his writings. *| [did) English Literature in the University and 've
always Iiked thal erifical facully... reading about music from a critical point of
view... crilical in a sense of being appreciative of an artlst's work.” he adds.
As a wriler, Chnis slarled olf as a music critic with The Straits Times when he
was offered a job, by the same edilor who wailed with him for Mick Jagger
And a wriler he Is,

Besides his regular Pop Life column every other Friday in Stralts Times
Lifel, Chris has published two books. His first book Skew Me, You Febel ifen’?
touched on the *Singapore and Singaporeans” issue, Clarissa Oon described
Chris'first book as “{rJambling, self-indulgent, but always the prickly alterna-
tive voice in a sea of media” in Strails Times Life! on December 19, 1998
“The earlier essays had a lol more about pop culture but as it went on, It was

really about griping about the system here, the whole socic-cultural and a
litle bit of political system as well” he explains. Thal was how Attack of the
S.M, Space Encroachers, Chris's second book, came about. S.M. relers to
sng muay, which is sour grapes In Hokkien

A Singaporean Hypocrisy

Essays in Skew Me, You Rebel Met?, as BigO Magazine puts it, were
luelled by a passionate sense of oulrage al hypocnsy and double standards™
Chris explodes in laughter when asked to elaborate on “hypocrisy and double
standards”, He cites the proliferation of gay saunas in Singapore as an
example. Homosexuality is a crime in Singapore, even between two
consenting adulls. *Don't, for a minute, kid ourselves that [the authorities]
don't know. They know but they just et it run now. So, isn't it very jarring? |
mean on the one hand, you lalk about upholding these family values and you
have this law against hamosexuality. And then on the other hand, you now
allow these gay saunas fo thrive,” he rages, “Singapore is all about being a
business cenira. The whole culture, the whole system is all about doing
business.” The hypocrisy, as he puts IL, extends lo Singapore proclaiming
Renalssance lo provide cultural ballasl. “There's no real love for cullure and
the arts. Everything about love for culture and the arts, in terms of promotion,
is lo gear ourselves lo being a better business centre,” he adds.

Why so much about Singapore?

This man is angry and he has a whle lot to say about Singapore.
Ignorance is nol bliss for him. This, he reasons, has a lot lo do with his
personality. “'m a very confrontational persan. | don't like lo brush things
under the carpel. If there's a problem, | want lo deal with it,” he explains, “On
lop of thal, I'm always analysing. Somelimes | analyse to a fault!®

He also reveals thal he had a *very bad childhood and a homble
background®, which somehow explains why he wants lo “make right what Is
wrong” and understand good from bad and right frem wrong. *l live here and |
have fo deal with Singapareans. That's why I'm constantly analysing and |
suppose Lhal's the reason why | tend 1o be more sensitive and sensitised to
Ihe Singapore Issues than other people,” he says,

Singapareans, according to him, are being "bullied” and because of that,
we gel 5o ruffled up that we lose our sense of goodness. Quoting from a Joni
Milchell sang, Chiis explains, | can't find my goodness because ['ve lost my
heart It's exaclly what it Is. When you feel that something good has been
taken away from you, or that you're made to be angry, you can't be goed lo
someone else. | gel this feeling thal Singaporeans lave lo bully analher
Singaporean all the time, They can't wall lor anather Singaparean to fall into
the drain and hen they go ‘Oh you poor thing\' There's this sense of non-
civility”

The only good oul of Singapore, to Chris, kies in the hypocrisy itsell. He
thinks that Singapore Is a greal place lo work in since the whole system Is
“geared lowards being a business and commerce centre”.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS HO

Rebel aside

His *pop-culture rebel status® aside, Chris declares, “Oh, I'm a really nice
guy!", upon which laughter echoes across the dingy guest room of the
Rediffusion office. “I think at the moment, a lot of what | do is related fo thal
deep-sealed anger aboul the whole system here. So | think people have this
misconception that I'm just a very angry person. But people who have heard
me on Perfect 10 know that I'm a sweet-smiling, ‘choco-menster’ kind of guy
and that's also very ma. At the end of the day, I'm actually just a very obedient
little: mummy's boy” Chris continues.

A confessed shopaholic, Chris is also very hooked on the Intemel. He
bashfully admits, | even go shopping on the IntemeL. | love shapping! I'm
such a good shopper, | can just go with anybody...an old auntie, a grand-
mather. Il help her shop as welll There's nothing I'd want to buy but I'l go ‘Oh
maybe this colour is good for you!". I'm really good at that.”

The Future

Besides relorming Zircon Lounge, Chris has a couple of projects up his
sleeve. These include designing his own line of T-Shirts and making a movie
about Singapore, for which he has already written a screenplay. Yel, he claims
he's not an ambitious person. “It's mare a matter of getting my crealive juices
flowing and making mysell feel happy. How far can a ‘fringed’ person go,
right? You know what the mainstream market is like. They're not going o open
their arms to me. So for me, it's |ust doing my own little thing and making
myself happy.” he explains.

A lot has changed in the last ten years, Chris says. “Ta think that my
book would have been published 10 years ago, it was crazy! To think that
Alfian Saal's One Fierce Hour would have been published 10 years ago..
Jack Neo's | Not Stupid could have been filmed 10 years ago is unthinkable
as welll Future is going to be a lot better... we're encouraged to be creative
and enlerprising. Even though, of course, they're encouraging it In the usual
regimented Singapore way,” he says. But ask where he'll be 10 years from
now, he quips, I hope | won't be in Singaporel” Why has he never left in the
first placa? 'I'm slill getting myself ready for thal transition. The ultimate goal
is 1o work my way towards Thalland," he says. And why Thailand? *It's
everything apposite of Singapore! We're regimented, they re chaolic ...
Thailand really represents the escape lor frustraled Singaporeans,” he adds.

Dissecting Chris Ho's mind is no easy lask. He is one who says what he
means and means whal he says - a virtue not everybody can accepl here in
Singapore. But at the end of the day, Chris Ho's salistaction lies in doing what
he truly believes in. That includes his attempl to make Singaporeans realise
that they don't have lo be afraid. Chris Ho is one persan who sees hrough
the biulf. He will not close an eye. And then they call him a rebel
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Katie.com by Katherine Tarbox

Her words flow smoothly, and are easily understood, making Katie, com
an effortless read whilst raising deeper Issues. Talling the story as her
13-year-old sel, she manages lo caplure readers with her persanal angd

Intimale style of wriling
Tarbox's story highlights the dangers of Inlarmel
chatiing, and shows how easy It is for people, especially
teanagers, (0 gel hooked 1o the virual world. It sarves as 5
shocking waming 1o people thal pazdophilia can thrive on the
Internet

Frank Kufrovich, the 41-year-old *Mark”, was eventually
jalled for 18 months, but the guilt and shame thal Tarbox went
through probably left a nasty scar, for life.

The Intenet remains a controversial, but integral, part of oy
modern day lives. While some peaple claim thal Internet chatting is
perfectly sale as long as the Individual is sure of what he or she is

daing, il s probably better to be safe than sorry

Tarbox includes some uselful information at the end of her book
along with a list of “suggestions for prolecling your child while on.line®

oblained from the FBI and the National Cenlre for Missing and
Exploited Children. She has also lisled nine Internel sites thal fiter out
non-child-safe sites.

Available al Borders a1 $23.50. Sharon Wong

growing up in & typical lown with a typical family, A
member of the schoal swim 12am and the charal
group, she was the picture of normalcy.

She dealt with the everyday woes of not knawing
whal o wear, and wondering il she would ever look as
pretty as the cover girls on magazines. *| was really
obsessed with my appearance, my status, with fitting
in* Tarbox wriles.

Her life took an extraordinary tum, however,
when she lell victim to lhe first online paedophile
who went on trial under US federal law. Kabe.com
15 her autobwography written four years after she
was molested in a Texan holel room. The now 17-
year-old Tarbox details how she started chalting
with 23-year-old “Mark”, how she fell in love and
agreed to 5ee him while her swim leam was in
Texas, how she was attacked and realised thal
“Mark” was a 41-year-old paedophile, and the
events of the tnal that look place thereaher

Tarbox paints vivid pictures of her emolional lurmail as she was swepl
Into deeper waters each day whila surfing the Inlemet.

T hirteen-year-old Katie Tarbox was just ke any other leenager

hype picks out the best

books..

Dress Codes by Noelle Howey

| has been very much the vogue to moan about our dysfunctional families,  father. While buying a pair of jeans that Noelle wanled, her mother blurted
how messed up they are and how they make us cry. Reading oul, *Your dad likes o wear women's clothes”. Instead of feeling humilialed by
Noelle Howey's Dress Codes: Of Three Girhoods — My Mother's, My the revelation, Noelle was relleved, as she lell that there's no
Father’s, and Mine, however, is enough to shut us up. In this tender news like hearing irrelutable prool that you're nol the sole
memolr, Noelle delalls nol one life, bul three ~ that of causa of your parents' woes, your father's drinking, your
her transsexual father, her struggling mother and her \\’ Unshakeable feeling thal you're nol quite right and finding out

own coming to terms with her lemininity. the problem all along was your father's unrequited yeaming
Growing up, Noslla never shared an affectionale | forangora”

moment with her father. Distant and disconcerted, Dick | Noelle Howey's wriling Is sell-deprecating and
Howey did nol know how to express his love for his 1 straightiorward. While some preler to hush up such
daughler or how 1o be a father figure. Mos comlortable in controversial secrels, Howey Is not afraid lo show and lell
dresses and make-up, Dick knew he wantedlobeagil and allows readers inlo the difficult worlds of a young
sinca the age of five. In his notebook, he would scrbble the Dick, who struggles with his own sexuality, and a child
letters that soothed him. "I W.TBAG. IWTBAG. | want o who struggles 1o grow up with a ranssexual father,
beag. Dress Codes, lorfunately, is not a self-pity
In Dress Codes, Howey detalls the pain and emational memoir. Noelle Howey has a remarkable way of
slrugglel uanslﬁe:}lals g0 through, including social ostracism drawing pictures In readers’ minds, Her prose
and their famifies’ non-acceptance, displays edgy humour with amazing sensitiity. As
Noelle's mother, Dinah Howey, experienced a second the Howeys grow o accept and love each ather
girlhood when she re-discovered her sexuality afier Dick !eFL after tne respective second girlhoods, reading
Dress Codesells of Dinah growing up, dating and marrying Dress Codes challanges our beliefs in whal
Dick. Dealing with a husband who cross-dressed and who constltutes a family and reminds us that good families
eveniually underwen! a sex-change operation made life for Dinah come in &ll shapes and sizes
excruciatingly painful. '

A
It was when Noelie was 14 that sha finally discovered the truth about her S A L1 NgiiLg
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POrno by irvine weish

th its title in bold letters and an image of an Inflatable sex doll on
Ihe cover, |his Is one hard-to-miss book. [rvine Welsh's

Porno retums the reader lo the controversial
world ol drugs, sex, violence and lost hopa first metin
his acclaimed novel, Trainspotting. After 10 years, this
latest effort reunites Siman *Sick Boy' Renton, Begble
and Spud Lead character, Simon, decides Io iry his
hand al producing a *film in the parnographic genre”
alter having failed as a father, husband, pimp and
businessman in Trainspotting.

A naw addition, Nikki, a university student-cum-
masseuse, joins the friends as the would-be porn star in their
film-making journey. "I wanl to be a pomn star. | want lo have
men maslurbating to Images of me,” states Nikki, hiding her
Insecurities behind a veil of ignable ambitions and audacity

Sub-plots include the long-time rivalry between Begbie and
Renton, and Spud's altempls to write a story about his hometown

Like Trainspotting, the thick Scottish lingo and syntax makes
reading challenging and leaves you either hating or loving the book sequel by compelling the reader to empathise with the
alter the first few chaplars. Don't be surprised if you find yourself characlers' harsh, bleak circumstances, Il would be refreshing i Welsh
attlempting the dialogue out loud 1o figure cut its meaning. Phrases like, "Eh's  employed less of the 'shock factor’ lo entice readers inlo his world
gaunnae be working wi me’ and “what dae ye mean?” will have you gvingUP  Aygilable at Borders at 529.85. Dawn Ong

and saying, ‘that's the wey il goes”,

Unlike Trainspotting, there isn't a glossary where you can
iranslate the Scotlish words inlo everyday language. You just
have lo accepl this strong accent as il brings oul the

colourful personalities of the characters.

Il's a disturbing book filled with controversial issues.
Although they clearly know drugs “blow holes in your

brain, rob you of your memories, your past’, the gang
still indulges, just to find themselves “depleting (their]
spiritual, mental and physical resources”.
The use of explicit headings In this piece of
moder fiction seems fo glonfy Begbie and Simon's
sexual escapades. Headings like iller cysllis and
‘sex monsters'are disturbing and one might ask
whether the author exploits our very human
penchant lor sleaze, scandal and violence just
10 capture an audience.
Although Porna serves as a successhul

engrossing date with a couch and some hot chocolate

Portrait of a Killer by patricia cornwen

R Ip your hearts out. In her first published non-fiction work, American adhesive backing of thal stamp®, The result? A match of Walter Sickerts lotter

with that of Jack the Ripper's. The watermarks on Ripper's letters also
matched that of Walter Sickart's papers.

However, Cornweil falls short of hard facts and evidence. In ona excerpt,
the author says, *No doubl there will always be sceptics and crilics
fainted by sell-nterest who will refuse lo accept that Sickert

was a senal killer, a damaged, diabolical man driven
by megalomania and hate, There will be those who will
argue thal it's all colncidance” Laler she quates FBI
profiler, Ed Sulzbach, wha suggests thal it is us| *plain
stupld” lo “call It coincidence alter coincidence®
What she deliberalely leaves out of the picture is that
walermarks of thesa letizrs were widely availabla in thosa
tmes, Suffice to say, Cornwell seems to be a littla appre-
hensive of her ability to persuade readers to belleve in what
she claims to be a “case closed”.
Whera Comwell fails to live up 10 har reputation as an
Intensive investigalor, she makes up with a wealth of research.
Although occasionally disjointed and confusing, she has
provided a suspenselul page-umer. Comwall's engaging first
person namative brings us back lo the 1880s, straight into a crime
scene 50 vivd that you'll be lorgiven your delusions
Available af Borders al §29,40. Agnes Teh

crime navelist Patricia Cornwell plays modem-day Sherlock
Holmes by employing both the scrupulous research and scientific

knowledge she's well known for, and announces her verdict on
tha world's most infamous whodunnit case: Jack the Ripper.

World-famous British post-impressionist painter Walter
Sickert, she claims, is the nolorious black-coated serial killer
who raped and murdered women in London in tha 1880s.

Cornwell told US TV personality Diane Sawyer, “That is
o serious lo me Ihal | am staking my reputation on this.

“Because il somebody literally proves me wrong, nol
only will | feel homble about i1, but | will look temible”

Investing a helty six million dallars, Comwell
purchased somea 30 Sicker! paintings, 55 latiers, hired
lorensic experts and even bought over the great
artist's wrling desk

In Portraut Of A Killer: Jack the Ripper - Case
Closed, Cornwell of the award-winning Scarpelta
cnme series (The Last Precinct), painstakingly
draws many comparisans, if not assumptions
from Sickerl's disturbing paintings ol women in
near-dead or lortured sel-ups.

Riveting oo, Is Cormwell's evidence ol a Ripper letter, which
“yielded a single-donar mitochondrial DNA sequence, specific enough to
eliminate 99% ol the population as the person who licked and touched the
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Straight from
the Heart

No time? Don’t want to meddle?

Think again, as volunteering is about rising above al|
of that. It is dedication and responsibility.

Ng Yilian speaks to three women who know it well.

14
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LLuUsTRATIONS Sue-Ann Woo

he popular perception (s that volunteering s all about visiting old folks’

homes or signing up for flag days to eamn CCA paints, Often, we find

ourselves offering the same Ined-and-tesled excuses for not voluntear-
ing, but three avid volunteers of difieren! ages, races and occupalions, are
strong advocales |o changs thal. Their message — that voluntegring can be
lun and beneficial, no! just for the needy bul for the volunleers themselves.

Soon Lishan, 22, Student

Soon Lishan is a third-year student al the School of Information and
Communicalion Studies at Nanyang Technological University (NTU). She has
been an active volunieer since she was 17 when she was in the Youth
Executive Commitiee (YEC) in her community centre,

“Volunigenng came very naturally to me because since | was young, my
family has always been very activé in volunieering.” Lishan says.

She is actually busier than some working execulives. This vivacious
young lady juggles nol just schoal and volunteering, she Is also a varsity
player with NTU's sofiball leam and a trained [ifeguard with NTU's Lifeguard
Carps. She also sits on the commitieas of the YEC and the NTU's Rotaract
Club.

"1 guess i('s all about time management.” Lishan says. *Once you have
sel a schedule which you adhere o strictly, there shouldn't be a problem
Jugaling active volunteenng with school and other activities”

“However, you also need 1o have sell-discipline and not get lempled by
Iriends' invitations 1o parties thal ciash with your earlier commitments,” Lishan
advises.

She recalis, “The first lime | ook the lead as a volunteer was when | was
17.1was a chaperone for a group of 10-0dd secondary one and twe NCC
cadets and Iheir leachers. |1 was an 18-day lrip 1o Nepal. For seven days, we
climbed around a mountain and visited elementary schools and high schools,

which are located near tha mountainside. We gave oul stallonery, books and
money.

“l was a huga responsibility for ma because | was only 17 then and |
was looking after studants just three or four years younger than me. | was
very doubtful of myself and | often thought whether | was really capabla of
doing thal. But when | saw the neady children’s faces brighten up and smila
when they saw us, | knew everything was worth IL*

“It really is nothing noble. That's
the problem, you see. Most people
are mistaken about volunteerism.
They think it's all about helping the
needy and as volunteers, they think
that they won't benefit in any way.
But in fact, it is very rewarding.”

- Soon Lishan, Student

While most of us refish spending our frea lime in our rooms, llipping
glossy magazines or going lo shopping malis or cinemas with friends, Lishan
is most happy when she is volunieering,

*| don'l see volunteering as an obligation. It has bacome my hobby™
Lishan says. It really is nothing noble. Thal's the problem, you see. Most
people are mistaken aboul voluntearism. Thay think il's all about helping tha
needy and as volunteers, they think thal they won't benefit in any way. But
fact, it is very rewarding. | know il sounds quite cheesy but whenever | sea
people enjoying the [ruits of my labour, | can't help bul get this warm and
fuzzy feeling insida me. Nothing beals this leeling and salisfaction™

As for the perception thal volunteering is only about visiling old folks’
homes, Lishan says. “II's not true. Volun!eerism comes in all lorms. You can
be a member of your school's rock-climbing team and stil form a volunteering
project. You don't have to be par! of a volunteerism commitiee.

“For example, you can ropa In sponsors and members of ather clubs in
your school and crganise a fun fair. Prafits of the event can go 1o a non-profit
organisation and thal is volunteerism lool®

*1 hope 1o be able to spread the joy ol volunteering. | don't want 1o just
wolunteer, | want lo promote volunteerisml® Lishan says exciledly.

Eunice Olsen, 25, MediaCorp Artisle

Conlrary lo her presenler’s role as the Singaporean version of Vanna
White in Wheel Of Fortune Singapare, Eunice Olsen is very chatty and
approachable

“I'm @ very kaypo person and | think thal's whal makes ma a good
wolunteer!” Eunice exclaims. A political science graduate from the National
University of Singapore, she reassures you that she Is not all about looking
good and glamorous. “Reallyl I'm serious! It's because | like Lo fisten lo
people, like \o ask people questions aboul Ihemselves and in that sense, thal
makes me a good hstener”

You may think that party Invitations pour in for Eunice, who won the Miss
Singapare Universe title in 2002, and that sha is busy aftending fashion
shows and privale parties = a norm for many modals and celebrities in
Singapora

Unlike them, however, Eunice prefers busying hersell with working and
volunieering. “All my other precious lime goes ta my family and myselll* she
exciaims.

Eunice starfed volunlearing at Toa Payoh Girls' Home in November
2000, right during the period when sha look part in Miss Singapare Universe.
She says, 'l was lrying o find 8 meaning in whal | was doing then and |
thought doing charity Is the bast way to fulfil mysell. However, | didn't know
how 1o go about gelting started on volunleering. My dad who was working for
the farmar U.S, Ambassadar, Mr Steven Green, gol some conlacts and
helped me gel In louch with Mrs Tan Chee Koon, the Executive Director of the
National Volunteer Centre (NVC), who then directed me to Toa Payoh Girls'

Home*

When she first started volunicering at Toa Payoh Girls' Home, Eunice
taught the girls personal grooming such as eliquette and make-up.

‘It was really fun, thern was a lof of interaction with the girls, | wasn't
Gvan conscious that | was voluntearing.” she says.

Naw, Eunice goas thera evary onca or twice a weak. Though her
schedula can be really hectic at limes, sha always makes time for he girs at
tha home

“Whal | basically do there now [s 10 talk 1o the girls. | won't exaclly call it
counseliing because I'm nol a qualified counsellor, | just go there and listen lo
them as Iriends. | made really good friends wilh some of the girls, 10 a point
whea | don't even see them as tha giris at the home' any more. They have
become my personal [rends.

“However thera ara limes whera | doubl my capabilitles lo help the girls”
Eunice conlesses,

“I mean, I'm human aher all and I'm not perfect. There ara limes when
Ihe girls tell me, ‘Miss Eunice, you know I'm going to be here for another two
years...' What can | say to them? | can't tell them "Yes, | know how you foel'
becausa | don'l! All | can tell them is that 1 know | can't understand how you
feel bul If you nead somabody 1o talk to, I'm here for you”

“Just because | volunieer, il doesn't mean that I'm extracrdinary,
Whatever I'm doing for the girls, anyona can da that as well. Voluntaering is
not a difficult or noble act. You'll be surprised how good you yourself feel alter
avolunteenng session. It's not just about feeling good that you've helped
somebody but you feel good because you realise how fortunate you are”

“All | can tell them is that ‘| know |
can’t understand how you feel but
if you need somebody to talk to,
I’'m here for you.""

- Eunice Olsen, MediaCorp Artiste

Eunice sits on the committee of the Eurasian Association Singapore
|EAS) as Head of Sponsorship. EAS promates youth volunieerism and
Eunica is a strong believer thal the youths are the ones who will be able 1o
increasa the percentage ol volunteensm in Singapore.

Pandering over her cup of hat milk, sha says, 1 think evaryone has it in
them lo volunieer, especially the youth. | think they are so full of energy and

life and if there should be anyon helping troubled youths, it's the youlhs
themselves.”

Christine Laimer, 52, Founder of Food From The Heart

0On 28 November 2002, The Straits Times published an article revealing
thal bakeries threw away their unsold bread every nighl

Same ol us would probably think that Il was a was!e of maney and some
could have felt the bread could be put to more meaningful use. Others maybe
didn even care.

Yet for ane reader, Christing Laimer, it was something worth pursuing.
She started a non-profit organisation to stop tha waslage of tha unsold bread
and pul it to belter use. *I'va been staying In Singapora for the past six years
Wnen my husband, Henry, relocated here to set up his business, Omega
Fusion, | loliowed him,” says Chiistine, wha comes from Vienna, Austria.

Nal for her ls the stereatypical lifestyle of tha female expalriale. Christine
Is nol your typical ta-fai Sha prefers lo play lennis and aerobics of read a
bock in her free time. “If | do have any leisure time, Il rather spend it with my
one-year-old baby girl, Mercedes, than lo shop and spend ridiculous sums ol
money.

“1 do nol really have Caucasian friands, all my friends In Singapore are
locals;” Christine says. "My husband, Henry, and | enjoy our stay in Singapare
50 much that we want o do somelhing in return o Ihe kindness thal has been
showered on us. We don't believe in money donalions because your money
may not necessarily reach the really needy ones”

After reading The Straits Times' article, she immediately drafied some
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Jeas ko the unsaid bread, lorming the begnnings of Food From The Heant
(FFTH). *Henry and | have been thmiing for ways 1o contribute to the sooely
SNCR two years ago and when | read The Straits Times story, | knaw it was my
call®

Withan three days after the lollow-up story was pubished. Chrstne had
recrusted mome Man 100 volurtsers. Tt was amazng | had never expected (his
kind of enthusasm, | believe that Sngaporeans have a lot of kindness in them
and | fenk if's untair 1o think Singaporeans are seffish” Three months laler,
Chnsting has recruted more than 800 volunteers for FFTH

FFTH is a non-profit organsation and volumtary food distribution
programme hat defvers unsold bread from bread companses such as Prma
Dell, Four Leaves, Déifrance, Simply Bread and Blossams Bakery to more
Ihan 60 homes for the needy naborwide

A pool of 500 volunteers including students. retrees, housswives and
professionals. delvers Mé bread every day in the mamngs and evenngs
usng thedr personal vehcies of publc imnspon.

The homes inchude old Ylks’ hames, orphanages and Sensor Activity
Centres (SACs). SACs are lesure areas 521 up for the eiderly at the vod
decks of one fo three-room HOB fats.

“Maost ol my volurmsers tell me thal they've always wanted fo be a hands-
on volunteer but Mey 8o not know how 1o start and go about beng one. | think
there is just not enough awareness” Chrstine says.

Chn=ime gave up her hul-bme job al Omega Fusion as general manager
and plunged into FFTH ful-tme. Omega Fusion sponsared $12,000 for the
serng up of FFTH

Explanng, Chnstine sad, “There were a lot of logiste rightmares intally
From the bread companses 1o ha homes 10 the volunieers. we have 1o lake
care of all the dstalls. But thanks 1 the amarng volunteers we have, FFTH
has Laken off very well. | befieve strongly that evaryone who has a specal
talent or gift has an obigation to, not just use his Wlent 1o create his own will,
but also 1o give something back 10 the sooety or the communty”

“Most of my volunteers tell me that
they've always wanted to be a
hands-on volunteer but they do not
know how to start and go about
being one. | think there are just not

The Pomdge Club

n To keam more about NVC and iher volunteening programmes, Jou can
enough awareness. cal NVC at 1800-325 0965 o lbog en to wwwme o s
E ¥ To Jearn move about FETH of jon them as a volunieer, you can kog on b
Chiistine Laimer, Food From the Heart W bbodheart og. You can also call Chrstne Laimer al 9615 6217 or emad
She continues, "My talent kes in organsng and communicating so FETH - her af widy @ paaic nelsg :
really allows me 10 use my talent 1o [ha best for the benefits of he homes and Echang the beliel Ihaf amyone can be a volunteer, the Book Writng and
the neady ones. | am [us! gving something back 1o Sngapore - Io trankher  PLOISTng feam from Algee Ann Folytechnc’s Mass Communcaton
lor gving ma a comiortable home” programme s profiiing local volunteers n an as-yel unhitied book nspred by
the Chcien Soup br the Voluniper's Soul Intated by the Natonal \blunteer
Volunteerism in Singapore Councl. (e boolk Wil be out in Decamber 2003

Volunteermg may not be cted by most Singaporean youshs as one ol
thesr txvourme past-lmes tut there seems to be a1 encouagng trend
emergng hwough rocent years. l

NVC conducied a sunvey at the end of 2002 1o find out the rates of
partcpating volunteers in Smgapore. The Tndings of the survey show hat
acive yolunleers have ncremsed from 9.3 percent in 2000 10 14,5 persnl n
200

According 1o e research) findings, more than hafl (54 percent) of the
current volunieers Staned thelr voluntesnng actvites in e second hat of
e

fOOd for talk

NYDB turns our island-nation food paradise inside out and
reveals a few mouthfuls certain lo set tongues a-wagging...

Keen 1o volunteer?

Sa. 1 you are sterestad n volunteesg, you can Iog on o NVC's websts
of call thew hotiine. NVC s website has much miormasion hal a new voluntess
Wil fing uselul

It has a list of 321 non-profil rpan.cations with the ergansatons” contadt
detais and a bne! descnption of the Grganeations. N also has an ebatch
function thal matches you fo an organsaten n your anea of interests.
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Senses Western Fusion

ome Say thal husion restaurants are a great pace 1o expenence

Gfterent cultures and cusng wihou! having 10 ravel far and wide

Mary would beg 1o difer, especaly when it comes 10 food whers 3
certan amaunt of knowhedge in both Westem and Asan cocking is essential

Mr Andy Crew_ Manager of Serses Western Fusion Restaurant agrees
that authentc cusne can only be enjoyed i the land of s ongn. However,
he expimns that * Senses provides a preview of The Vanous Cusing oul thers”,

Nevermelsss, the East meets West concept can be a tricky busness,
and Senses has done is homework.

AMhough the reszaurant is neatly tucked aay in a quel comer of the
Esplarade Mall, i manages 10 capture the afiention of passers-by through the
maodem fuson decor Brighty-Hl Chinese lantems grace the cedng whie
comemporary an peces adom the walis, all of which, interestingly enough,
are or sale_Indian culture |s evdent, weh delicaisly embrodered sans
charmngly above the kitchen door, whike Western a1z n the background
seams 10 help create a mellow mood for fine dining. The VIP room, which i
sel asce lor prvate events, is decorated with Japanese-nspred pamtngs
and partitons, To perfect the intenor fusion design, the dinng area comes
complets with Western-nfiuenced wooden finshings and booth seats I
having good ambrerce ranks high on your kst of dining requrements, Senses
5 eal

Upan lockng at the menu, i is apparent thal Westem cusne s
precomemnt. However, as M Chew explans, “We incorporate the luson
element by adding Asian ingredients and spces into the Westem dishes,
herce the lerm IYestern Fuson” The one-year-old restaurant alsa succeeded
in baggng the Excallent Food Award, for thvee of s dishes, the Gnlied
Lerron Salmon (321.90), Shepherd's Pie (§15.50) and Tenyaki Choken
($18.50)

Bakad | perfection, he goiden brown crust of the Shepherd's Pies
tasty Stuffed with jucy beel. omons and carrols, under a kayer of butiered
mashed potatoes, the portion can be somewhal small lor the average
Singapore dner, but there is an abundant helping of garden salad 1o go along
with it

The Seabod Dedght (822 50) is a generous mix of crispy prawns,
calarman and hish fllats, all of which complement each other 10 satisly a
saatood lover’s oavgs.

For desserl, overlook the added calones and induige in 3 Gareng
Prsang SpM ($6.50). Deep-fned bananas served in rich and creamy vanila
ice cream are a greal way 1o complete the Westem fusion dning expenence
Other dishes to try includs the Zucchny & Mushroom Fritters (58.90),
Avocado Salad ($14.80) and Skewered Beef Ketab ($186.60),

The wasers are constantly alerl and accormmodating, There is plenty fo
enjoy. Irom the artistic East mests West decor, 10 he award-winning flavours.
Pluck up that sense of adventure in yoursell and go savour the urique fusing
of cultures and tastes.

Senses Western Fuson Restaurant. Open from 11am lo 10.30pm dady
Na 8 Ratfies Avenue, Esplanade Mal, 70212 Tel 6423 0668,
Pubbc Buses: 36, 56, 75, 77, 133, 162, 171, 174M, 181M, 185, 857, 860, 561.

Joann Chia

The Porridge Club

hen 30-year-oid body-buider-tumed-chel, Alvin Koh asks “Do you

e my balis7", he sn beng crude. Beter known as Pormdge

King. or Tha Nakad Che/, Ko is chel, and owner of The Fomdge
Gt and the creator of Bafs To You, one of the many unque dshes al the
restacrant, incorporating two goiden-brown nca balls sef on a pista with
Poney sauce and sea'ood

Fomerly The Fomage King. The Fomdge ClLb, with one outiet locsad n

the cfy, and anciher Undergong refurbshment in he East, has just been

fo include hull bar facities on the upper floors. The oty cutiet has 3
Rocl Bar lor dners aha enoy 2/ fresto crng. They can chocse to have thesr
meals dowrssars and procead 1o the Roof Bar for 3 drnk whila enoymg e
cool rght breeze.

The ambrerce 15 battar el at nght. Semple but creative lamps gt W
fhe place, grvng it @ warm, cosy feeiing. One lamp was created Lsing a CO
rack covered wih A4 sheess of paper. If you see red wals and bold sgn-
boards, you've probably got the nght place. Avin 5 a se¥-procamed Zen
belever, 1 e smphcly, wilh 3 touch of compication 10 £ Tus he desgned
the restaurant 1o be 50. According 1o Ahin, the warm red ‘doesn’t stran the
eye and ifs easer for the eye 10 absorty” and the ‘Ted colowr nduces
appetie”

Alvin proudly prociasms the renovation costs for both hs outiets are
below §$10.000. He underiook the task of renovaling everyting on hs own
and “when you walk nto the place, you get into my world”

Peak panod crowds tend 1o get a ixtie nosy at tmes, drownng out the
smoot jazz peces playng in the background, aimost but not qute ke a
hawier centre.

The menu boasts a wide range ol dishes. Recpes four generations old,
passed 1o Alin by hs great-grandmotner, are named Sery Samba/ Baacn
Fish, “becausa she is four generations old and st looks The same”. There's
also a new range ol fusion dishes he has creatad ke Claypol Sn Laden,
conssting of black pepper chicken and spaghett in a cizypol. Some of the hot
favourtes include the Century Egg Fomdge, Chill Crab Sauce Spagheti ard
Pearf Harbour, an oyster pormidge cookad with “a nch paste of fresh ground
oysiers”. Tha Gant Satzy Fned Rce inchdas three huge, tantaisng stoks of
satay atop a generous plate of spcy fned nce, a greal meal to sassly your
tasta buds. A must Iry s the Seabod Balacan Crystal Horfun, with chewy.
clear horfun that has a Lrigue lextura

The Pondge Club is one place o conmder # you have Io ighten your
pursa sings. Nine out of len tems on the menu are between §1 1o $5, and
portions are large

For $1, the Homemads Barley 15 a good-for-valua oplon when you get
thrsty. i youre in the mood lor some healthy dnnis, the place offers Biack
Widow: a dnnk fortified with vitamins and s2id o be good ot your complexon,
offered a1 $2.50 a glass. From upmariet hawker fare Io axoic dishes in lrge
portons, Tha Fomdpa Club with its reasonable prices is well worth a Iry

The Porndge Club. Open from 11am i 11pm cady Na 25 Boon Tal Street
Tal: 5449 1485, The Porndge Club is a short wak from Lau Pa Sal
Happy hours for the Rool Bar are from 6pm fo Spm

Sharon Wong

Rice Roll and Porridge

o2 Foll § Pomdge. a modest eatery nessed inconspaususly

2mongst a row of shophouses along Kiliney Road. dossn| quite

siand out af frst glance as anyTing particutarly erpressve. With 2
PONGesCet white sgnbnard and fypcal cofiesshop surmoundings, one could
easdy Gsmess the outiet n favou of &5 more popular negrdow, the Kliney
Kopdam pst a door awsy

Careld scrutiny, however. soon reveals that there's more 1o e place
Than mmedataly cbvous, for hidden wittn & fypcally kopdiarm menu o
chee cheong fun, pomoge and rce dishes are a lew unexpeciad gems,
amorg them a dessert fem that's made quie a few headines - te X0
Duran Ches Cheong Fun (83.20)

Flled generously weh masned duran fiesh and served chilled wih 2
Deral cozing of ground peanuts, this parterdarly mvendve varaton of he
standard chee cheong fn was one of tha better-recewved dems on the menu
- ough ofher unfamiar fings (such as apple, stawderry and banana) aiso
wed for atertion

A0 popuiar 2mong e non-dessert itams on Me meru were ha
Scainp Chee Cheong Fun (55.00) and Fresh Prawn Chee Cheong Fen
[53.20) - genertus helomngs of scallop and shrmp stuffed info chewy nce
rolis and served scakad n 2 not-ioo-5alty Soya sauce basa made kv 2
gereraly enoyable Epenence

Equaly good was the Fred Rice Wih Satad Fsh (§4.50) and the Paan
Dumpéings (34.00) The former. chock-iull of typcal ined-nce ingredients ke
egg. Shrmp, ofar Sw, and onon, was iragrant and nol 100 SSngy wan the
saitad fish, whie the latter, weh srprsngly fresh praans, was fned Io
perfecion - the rspy culer shell compiementad by the chewy shnmp stufied
W

However, not 2l on e menu lved up 10 expeccanons. The Ausfvoom
Chee Cheong Fun (S3.00) was surprsngly unremarkable, while the vanous
pomdges that we tned, nchuding the Abaione Wih MezDal (§4.50), Ababne
Witn Chacien (4501 and Mamd Imtestnes (5350, al shared & comemon irad
- tha dehes were 2l generally stsisss However, e congae was of good
cornmstancy, hack and filing. and e Ioppigs were generous, though one
comment noted by my lunch pariners was that they couldn tell the dierence
betwsan the chcken and the abalone n that partcular dish. Also fading o
plaase was one of e few non-ches cheong fLn dessert fems on the menu -
e 1am Paste wilh Gngeo Auss (52 00), whch shouid moe accuratsly be
cafied Yam Soup win Ginglo Nuss

There are, however, also ofher bactors working aganst Aice Rol &
Fomope, armong them 2brupt servee, someames bordenng on the rude - ke
the mstance when the menu was humedly taken away belore we had finsshed
ordanng. And whia lere, waiching your bl mght be quite a good i0ea as
wall - with the small portions on offer, if's quta easy 1o order b foo many
dishes and rack up quee 3 bil, sometfung students on a bght budget might
not partcudarly relsh

Rice Roll and Pormoge. Open fom Sam fo 1 1pm, Mondays b Frdsys, and
from 8.30am o | 1pm, Satrciays and Suncays. Ma 69 Kiliney Road, Tt 6736
1355, Public Buses: 7, 14, 16, 36, 65, 77, 85, 108, 111, 123, 143, 167, 171,
174, 190 502, 700. The Rice Rod and Fomoge s 3 5-manuta nak from
Somerset MAT

Aaron Lye



Tisa Ng:
A feminist and more

“I'don’t think about controversy in the abstract.
| do not court it, but neither would | avoid it, if |

Candice Aw speaks 1o the woman whose passions centre on her work at AWARE,

- = O N —
ind what it means to be Singaporean.

weeping into the office of the Assocation of Women for Action and
Ressarch (AWARE) al Ghim Moh Road on a blazing hot alternaan,
Tisa Ng is like a balmy bresze, a warm ye! relieshing prasence.
One mught expect the president of AWARE, Singapore's mos! prominent
voluntary women's organisabon lo be a fiery leminist, lorching stubbom
advocates of an old school patnarchal socety along the way
However, looking much younger than har 54 years, Tisa Ng is an
inleresting study in contrasts. Dressed simply in & loose cofon pantsun cul
In classic fines. She is Dy no means drab. Her eyes are droamy, but they
sparkle with fira when discussing women's issues and problems with the
gender-discnmmating pabcoies in Singapore. Exuding warmth el still
professional, she s a refreshing change rom presidents of mosl organisa-
bons, non-profit or otherwise
Garing keanly at this reporter while sipping colfee, she is a picture of
caim benevolence, tinged with a no-nonsanse air.
This is & woman who has championed gander equality nghts with
Ministars of Parament and Ived to tell the tale.

“l think all women ought to
keep a lookout for others, and
on the whole ensure we all

progress together to achieve and

fulfil our individual aspirations.
This is each and every

& m

woman’s right.
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Given that Ms Ng s in constant friction wilth authonlies regarding gender-
discriminating policies, she might very well be a walking definition of
cantrovarsy. In a recent lefter lo The Straits Times' Forum page (ST 15 March
2003), sha ook a sland agalnst the government for its “discriminatory
\reatment of tha women that it employs in the clvil service®, and cited her
disappointment al its juslfications. Sha also canstantly reminds the gover-
ment of the unequal oppartunilies facing Singapore women, be itin the
palitical, civil or privale sector, Two recent developments that give her joy,
however, are the iting ol the quota on women entering medical schogl and
Iha Increasing number of women members in Parlament.

So whal does conlroversy mean to her?

“Well, | don't think about conlroversy in the abstract | da not cout it, but
nelthar would | avaid it, it | think samelhing needs fo be said or done”

“Singnpara mang me g b

In a 2002 Interview with Tha Strails Times, Ms Ng said unabashed!y,
*Singapore made me a feminist.”

One wonders how thal could possibly be 50, when women in Singapore
are given a similar level of education as men, suffrage and freedom in dress
coda.
| firs! joined AWARE because | found the women that | met there to be
Inspiring and energising. Then as | got to know mare aboul the status and
condition of women in Singapore, it became apparent that thare was a real
need for the verk being done by AWARE, 1o make this a lruly meritocratic
society, wilh equal apportunity for all. Bemg part of AWARE then became
compaliing”

Ms Ng coninbules aclively lo the work of various non-governmant
organisallons lo promole gender equality. She [s first vica president of the
Singapore Council of Women's Organisations and an executive commiliee
member of The Uniled Nations Development Fund For Women, Singapare,
an agency of the United Nalions that is dedicaled lo the creation and support
of equality between women and men,

And what's the biggest challenge Ms Ng has to overcome?

“When people hear about AWARE, they lend Lo ganerally swilch oft,
becausa they aiready have their assumptions and therefore made their
conclusions aboul whal we are about. They have a very vague and simplistic
Idea of what leminism and AWARE |s about, and they Ihink we are fighting for
nothing and baing overly demanding. | don't need tham 1o love us, but | would
lika them Lo really listen lo what wa hava lo say. We are simply stating the
facts that thare are unaqual opportunities for women and men, and that has
to change.

“For soma people, the word ‘leminism’ sl conjures up nov very auldated
Images from the 19705, and there ara some othors who are still not
comlortable dealing with strong wamen, This has to change, and would il
there was (he interes! to bacome more informed,

needs to be said or done.”

vouio sav ' very parnon

For someona who was born in China, graw up in Hong Kong, studied in
France, worked in the Uniled Kingdom and has called Singapore home anly
16 years ago, Ms Ng is \he very epitome of a global nomad. Sha chose lo
setlle down in Singapore with her husband, whom she mel in Hong Kong,
because “Singapare (s claan and safe” and oul of concern for the cultural and
educational environmen for their two sons, now both in their 20s.

“I've actually worked here longer than | have anywhere else. I've been
Singaparean for years. .and | would say I'm very patriotic. | regard Lhe wark |
do at AWARE as national service. It 1akes up a lol of my lime and energy, |
don't gel a pay rise and vary often, litle tharks for what ) do. Bul | want to do
this because | care, and ['m very palriolic in that sense. Thal's samething
that's not deeply rooled in a lol of Singaporeans, especially the younger
generation, and t's a cause for cancern.”

So, how then, can lhe younger generation ba more mfarmed, and less
apathetic?

“Well, | think educalion plays an important role. Family does loo. But at
tha end of 11, it is an individual choice, whather you care enough 1o do
somathing aboul it”

] & ! oAl

What about her own family? With her husband and two sons, does Ms Ng
leel there is an overdose of teslosterone in the family?

Laughing, Ms Ng replies, “We have wonderul, stimulating, open,
eqalitarian discussions about anything and everything. Ve tend nol o lake
sterectype ‘male’ or famala’ polnts of view, but iry to get the facts siraight, and
Ihen argue on the basis of reason and logic. W also accep! that sometimes,
there are valid allemative points of view, Somatimaes, my husband brings a
whole new perspective on an issue, and thal is helpful”

How did her husband and children react to her appeintmenl as the
AWARE president?

“Thay were very proud and supporiive. And | hapa my son’s girifnends
won't be intimidated! | see no reason 1o be, because this is my |ob just like
any ofher”

The arts, however, remain Ms Ng's first love. Trained In arts management,
sha first [oined the Singapara Symphony Orchesira as ils general manager in
1991, and romained there lor tha next eigh! years.

*| love the ans, and nothing produces a buzz quite lke the performing
arts, | also love books, but the feedback Irom a perlormanca is much mare
Immediata.”

In her Ire time, she prafers ta refiect and concenlrate on her writing, To
dale, some of her recenl putlished works include an Insight irave! quidabook
on Singapere - Bulding Social Space In Singapors, and a fictional work
based on ihe Channel 5 television series Growing Up.

Currently, however, har main priority is stil her work al AWARE.

| think all women aught 1o keep a lookow! for others, and on the whole
ensure wa all progress together 1o achieva and lulfil cur Individual aspirations.
This is each and every woman's right”
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Jiggly hip twists and
rich coloured costumes
aside, we have come
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Bollywood
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From blonde British babes
to rappers in the 'hood, |

hype explores

muS/c |

that screams controversy

DARREN HAYES SPIN
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OASIS
Heathen Chamistry

sony Musle

E Here Now and S

tarm Oasis's fifth aum, Heaten Chemssiry, looks sel for a ser
s e .
raactions.

Presented in the form of a pictonal scrapbe
e last page, it bears the trademark blurry pholo
i ses The Hindu Times, writlen by Noel Gal

tth the disc inserted into

na -
workng away on the gu
as il probably int L

A typical Oasis-type song 15 Sicp Cryng Your Heart Out Much ke the
band's previous h. Wonderwal (t shows fans that the Oasis spint is revived

S = —_—

i s one. YouTl be forgrven lor feefing a inle disagpointad, becuse ths

s no spr-oll from the Ausiralian duo's clazsic ballads Ike | kew | loved
youand Ty Madly Desply

‘Aftat the splt with Damel Jones. the other haf of Savage Garden,
Daren Hayes, makes a much-antcpated dabut a2um in Spn. The effort
saes han makung a delberata attsmpt 0 steer away lrom Lp-eTpo and
mmmnmmm Hayes makes cleas thal he's
\nient on carving a new sound that is uniqualy hs.

* In his offical wetrsite, the singer describes Spn as a combnanan of pop,
glactronic and AAB influences. He says there s a “diferent vibe" lo he
abum, ona thal is ‘raw and relaxed”. However, take i rom us: this altum s
dafntely a5 pop 28 you can gel - wilh ihe added smphuss of Hayes'

I:mls.-moudmhn.dmmhhdmcnmsm

" EMINEM & various artists

ATOMIC KITTEN
Feels So Good
M1 Music

bascally says it all. With breakthroughs
have stuck with tho same winning
ranks of girl bands like the now-detur
Feels So Good Is Irue-biue pop and nothing mo
identical lunes, track after track The two numbers that stand ou E
ol a song by Blondia, The Tide is High (Gel the Feeding) and 1vhole Azan, the
hé lrom thewr previous album, Righ! Now
It doasn't maka much sensa lo stam Whoke Agan in this aum. It i in
nucely with the feel of the album with its infa
candy melody, Feels So Good, will haraly
singer Kybe Minogue, it sadly lacks Ihe usual calchy lune and u
music found in her other songs.

I I's OK1- the first track on Alomec Kitten's seco

m pop. Sweel

Music From and Inspired by the Motion Picture 8 Mile
Umsveraal Musie

| 1he semi-autcbographical B Mie left you wantng more of the Real Sim

Shaay, Inen his soundirack is lof you. Unapologete, straightormard and
1 frani ina altum i peppared with worts and phrases Mat wil invoie
~ Prduead by Eminem, Musc From and [nspered by 1he Mloton Pctre §
Als an extention of he themes that make up the move. Witn s biting
- Sarmusm and locse adherenca 1o Mythm and beats, some tracks sound
aged batties thal ara the Ideblood of Rabbit (Eminem) in ihe movie.
There are plesant surprises 10 the atum, however. wih Tanyn

In Wasting My Time. You mghl remember het trom Benay Spears
debut, Crossroads back in 2000, It s, however, really in § Mie that
displays her vosal talant. The procucers apparentl look ong lsien

her on the soundimck. Her sutry, soulful vocals provids for

Sharon Wong

Gstnchve falsatio voce

insatahls the abum's frst sirgje, is 4 bland of elecone quitars and
Syntheszers, wixch reportadly look a mera 10 menutes to pen. According &
Sony UK. Insatiabia s also one of Hayes “atmoksly  fvourte songs”

The singer s also unapoiogetc about Usng ‘Tachmes” on all 12 iracks,
with hardy any “natural® ive nstruments employed. Stange Rsatonshp
fodowrs nsatizdie - cattver and smoother, unashameadly lLrng you mio
sngng along 1o &8 chonus.

With hes first solo alwen, 30-year-old Hayes alsg lawes on 3 dferent
image Gane is the edgy biack haw and leater jacket. Darmen Hayes (who
never photographs in “sofl ight) now has a mop of wavy biond hasr and
fuzedo - offsat by the occasonal Avril Lavegne e and sneskers.

AgnesTeh

s0 Good is nol 100 hard on the ear, but nol as
album. Ths one's more lor staunch Alome Kiften fans.

Lydia Shi

a break in the monctoncus and heavy beats that purctuate ihs altum.

And for hip hop de-hartis, More Music from 8 Alde will Il your appeite.
Most of the tracks on this abum fealure artsts le Wu Tang Can and Mary J
Blige, whose musc (s als0 showcased I Iha movie. The tties are fypeal of
ip-hop altums, characiensed by the distnct talk of 'da brother’, with Shemmy
Snemmy W, Sring Da Pamn and Gotta Get Aine.

Maughty by Natre's Feal Me Fiow nngs of leek-good vibes with the
consznt finking of elecsronic sounds thrughout the track. Notonous B G's
Juy brngs 1o mend music videos of bg, bold wamen prancng seducively
amongst rappers who tak ina talk, and prasumably walk the walk.

For those cunous about hp hop, thesa are resonabie chocss (0 indud
yoursell into 1his growng genre of mesic. For fans, ihese two need no

Sue-AnnWeo
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Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle

A

POTOS COURTESY OF BLENA VISTA O

al mast cnemas — the ona with Drew Bamymore. Cameron Diaz and
Lucy Liu in black cat suits and lots of aftitude
Full Throtte stars Cameron Diaz ( Thara’s Samething About Mary) as
the ditzy Natalie, Drew Bamymore (Confessions of a Dangerous Mind) as the
grunge hedonsst Dylan and Lucy Liu (Ally McBeal) as the inscrutable Alex
They are the three glamourous and tough investigative agents who work for
the Charles Townsend Detectve Agency

Y ou've probably seen the Charfie’s Angals 2 Full Throftle movie paster

hype sifts through this season’s

ov/ieS

for the popcorn-popping,

flicks and picks out

Look out for performances by even mare power-packed women - rpek
singer Pink in a cameo appearance in a molorcross sequence, and the jcgnje
Demi Moore (G! Jane) in a supporting role as a “fallen angel”. Bernie Mas
{Ocean's Eleven) stars as Bosley's (previously played by Bill Murray) brotha,
Luke Wilson ( The Royal Tenenbaums) and Matt LeBlanc (Fnends) refurm as
Natalie's and Alex’s boyfriends respectively

The Angels are up for a senes of adventures tracking down two rings,
containing a top-secrel database conceming the FBI's Witness Prolection
Programme, thal have been stolen. When [ive witnesses of the programme
are murdered, the Angels are called in lo solve the mystery.

Previously titled, Charlie's Angels 2 Halo, the name was changed (o
Charfie’s Angels 2. Full Throttie to give the mavie a mare ‘masculine” edge
As Jaseph McGinty Mitchell, the director of the movie, explained to Zap2it a
Hollywood entertamment website, *Halo - we didn't want [t to feel girly and
Angels-y, like it had to be feminine and soft... we have a lot of velacity in this
picture and we open with gasoline tanks and Army lrucks, We gol the lop
racers lrom around the world to race around the track with the girls. It's all
about women succeeding in conditions and environments that are traditionally
male-driven”

Apparently, the crew ol the first Charfie’s Angels did nol have an easy
time working with Bill Murray, and Mitchell explains away Murray's replace-
ment, Bernie Mac, as Bosley’s adopted brother.

*Hilanous and talenled as he is, Bill is his own animal and thal can pose
a few problems.” producer Jenno Topping said.

Demi Mooare, affer a two-year absence since the box office flop Passion
of Mind, was persuaded by Barrymore lo appear in Full Throftle. Apparently,
Moore's children are huge fans of Charfie’s Angels and told their mother that
this was 100 good a chance 10 lel go

Gel ready lo see the Angels raise hell as they gel involved in fight scenes
complete with wire works and slow motion

Opens June 2003 Ng Yi Lian

ho would have thought that the critically acclaimed Iranian
mavie, Children of Heaven, would inspire an Asian remake,
and by a Singaporean no less? Working together with Raintree
Pictures, actor and director, Jack Neo, stepped up as screenwniter and:
director lor Homerun, the Singapore version of Children of Heaven.
Homerun tells the story of the under-privileged Ah Kun, a 10-year-old
scheol boy, and his younger sister, Seow Fang, Set in 1965 pre-independence
Singapore, Homerun capitalises on the issues ol *economic hardship and
polifical instability”, which Is evident in its “rural village” selting, to create an
atmosphere so nostalgic thal it elfectively lakes us back lo those days
Tha conflict begins when Ah Kun loses his sister's shoes while running
an errand lor his weak, pregnant mether. Ah Kun's father, the sole breadwin-
ner, canl alford 1o replace the shoes so the boy says nothing, The siblings
then make a deal o share Ah Kun's shoes Seow Fang wears the shoes to
school In the marring and then rushes homa to pass them o Ah Kun when
he goes 1o school in the aftemoon. The hassle they go through helps get the
audience on their side.
Ah Kun's struggles invoke a strong sense of empalhy. The emphasis on
humnility and the “pawer of love in the family”, as Raintree Pictures puts i, s

Johnny English

ESY OF UNT

FHOTOS COURT

n the same vein of spy spoofs such as the 1960s TV series Ge!

Smart, 1984's comedy Top Secrell, and most recently, Austin

Powers comes Johnny English, bringing a slightly more conlemporary, if
no less bumbling, touch 10 the spy game.

Produced by Working Title Films, a production company based in the
United Kingdom which played a key role in bringing movies such as Bean
The Movie, s.':agerJanes‘Dﬁarvand About a Boy, 1o audiences around the
world. Johany English aims 10 be the next in a growing list of successiul UK

1
g Originally titled A Touch of Weevil, Johnny Englishis duec!m_PeIer
Howilt's first foray info the action/adventura comedy genre. Howilt's previous
works include the romanlic drama Shding Doors and Ihe psychological
hriller, Antitrust. British comedian Rowan Atkinson stars as Johnny English

soda-slurping voyeur in you.

Masavemmkmng.leavmahmemggummmbrhamgtammoiw
good lives for granted. Ah Kun's determination [0 find a replacement pair
commands a full round of applause. Not able lo afford a new pair, he partic-
mmmamnuymm.inwmmemmsawmm

While Ah Kun womes about the missing shoes, everyone else in his vilage
loses sleep over Singapare's impending separation from the Federation ol
Malaysb.Pohi:lhstaMtymalesanamspheteufmuuWanduwo
W.Ewmummedaboulwmlwmﬂarmnhbemmeolsmam
Emational chaos, in Ah Kun's case, within socetal chaos, which is exsmplified
hmpwﬁcduwmumenammmnm.smmswmul
brnging those hard tmes that much closer to home.

Famikar faces in Homerun include local stars Sharon Au wha plays Seow
Fangs teacher and Mark Lee who plays Ah Kun's Physical Education (eacher
Part of the | Not Stupid cast, Xiang Yun, Patricia Mok and Selena Tan also star
inthis movie. Jack Neo himsell makes an appaarance in this third directonal
short. Haled as “Singapore's biggest star” by Time magazne. this *Jack of all
Iradas” ctwiously knows whal jolts the critical mass.

Shawn Lee Chuang Rui of | Not Stupd fame, plays Ah Kun. A Young Talent
Award winnar al ihe MediaCorp Star Awards in 2002, Shawn is & secondary

an accident-prone "MI-7" agent on a secret mission, Atkinson is best known
for his role as Mr Bean in the TV series and 1997's Bean: The Movie, which
grossed US$232 million glabally. He also created much ado with the cult TV
;ec:w Black Adder. His recent movies include Rat Race and 2002's Scooby-

Johnny English was onginally created by the talented Atkinson for an
award-winning series of 17 TV commercials for Barclaycard, a British credit
card company,

According to the production company, this is expected 1o be the firstof a
possible franchise of Johnny Englsh movies i ticket sales reach that of their
other hit movies.

In Johany English, Atkinson is an incompetent British diplomat mistaken
for Britain's mos! famous spy, whose mission is to relneve Britain's crown
lewels from devious French businessman, Pascal Sauvage, played brilliantly
by the multi-faceted John Malkovich (Baing John Malkovich).

Apart from having a burning ambition to become the King of England,
Pascal plans fo turm the entire nation into a prisan in a bid to solve the
problem posed by overcrowded prisons around the warld. All for a hefty profit,
ol course

Like other spy mavies, il is, of course, left to Johnny, who happens lo be
Lhe sole surviving spy In Britain, to rescue the country and the monarchy With
sidekick Bough (Ben Miller), Johnny embarks on his quest to save the day.

Malkavich tums oul an excellent performance as the French arch villain
and is amusing In his throwaway English phrases laced with a French accent

And whal is a spy mavie withoul gorgeous women, of in this case,
woman? Australian pop singer Nalalie Imbruglia makes her feature film debut
as female double agent, Lorna Campbell, who eventually joins the good guys
in their bid o avoid catastrophe.

Johnny English is complete with fast cars and state-ol-the-art gadgels -
essential 1o any spy mavie. Fans of the Austin Powers franchise will definitely
nol want lo miss this. And olhers can alsa leave their brains at the door and
laugh themselves silly aver this slapstick movie

Opens May 2003. Candice Aw

one sludent al Bukit Panjang Secondary School.

Homerun ts Megan Zheng Zhi Yun's (Seow Fang) debut efforl. With no
mw.mmmwmmmm1mmmn
the nation-wide auditions.

wmmruswmrelaasa.lhesmlsanulmmof -
&mmmmwmwwmmmmmhm
mmmummmmmfmmm
is in Mandarin with English sublitles. It I No! Stupid was a sublia crifique ol
Srwwe‘smmmmmsamMMWn
mﬂymﬂhnpmmolhmlvbve'mdbymemwm.shmwu
on Singaporean history.

Opens May 2003 Shikin Ahmad
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The Hulk

DURTEST OF \ATED WTERRATIONA, PR TURES

[ you are one ol thosa who grow up with the classic Marvel Comics

senes, The Increcible Hulk, or gneved over the lelevison adapla

von's demse in 1952, count down the days to June 20 when the film
adaptation. The Hulk, will be releasad

Directed by critically acclamed fim-maker, Ang Lee (Crouching Tigev,
Hiaden Dragon). The Hulk stars Enc Bana (Black Hawk Down) as the
soentist'superhuman Huik. Dr Bruce Banner, and Jennder Connelly (A
Beaunful Ming) as Banner's love interest, Befty Ross. Il also leatures Nick

FIITIS COUNTESY OF 23 CENTURY FO8

harles Xavier (Patrick Stewarl), leader of the X-Men team,

hicks off the X-Men sequel with a quate for the uninitated,

“Mutants. snce the birth of their exstence, they have been regarded
with lear, suspeson and hatred”™ Bryan Singer retums as director, while
hunky Hugh Jackman, Famke Janssen, Halle Berry, James Marsden and

28 hype may 2003

Nolte as the elder Dr Banner, Josh Lucas as Banner's fival, and Sam Elfjoy
as Goneral Ross - Betty Ross' father and Banner's boss

A former atomic physicist, Brian Banner, jealous ol his son's close
relationship with his mother, murders his wifa when sha attempts o leave
along with young Bruce The motherless Bruce grows up an angry man who
diverts his anger into his science studies. Alter oblaining his doclorate in
nuclear physics, ha works for the research base under General Ross ang
thare. he meets and falls in lova with Betty Ross, a science prodigy

After an accidental overdose of radiation, Bruce Banner discovers tha|
his body's chemistry has changed and every lime ha Is provoked and
outraged, an astonishing melamorphasis lakes place. He becomes slronger,
bigger and green. The ranstormation is elfected cleveily as a computer-
generated Image with Eric Bana's facial lealures experlly Integraled inlo he
images using cutting-edge visual etfects lechnology. All thanks to Academy
Award-winning special effects teams from Industrial Light and Magic, of Star
Wars flame Apart from the stunning specinl effects, The Hulk conlains a
superhero plol. a young romance and a hint of misfortune = all the ingredients
needed of a blockbuster,

Universal Piclures initially bandied about names like George Clooney far
the role o Bruce Banner, However, after much falk between Ang Lee and
Unwversal Pictures, Eric Bana, who greatly impressed Ang Lee with his role in
the Australian lim, Chopper and his supporting role in Black Hawk Down,
finally clinched the role. Lou Femgno, who starred as title character in the
original lolevision adaptation of 1978's The Incredibde Hulk, will have a cameo
appearance in The Hulk as the chiel secunity olficer.

For thase wha hava been walling lor the resurrection of the green-
skinned hero since its lelevision adaptation ended in 1882, the two-decade
wall is over

Opens June 2003

Ng Yi Lian

Anna Paquin relurn as Wolvenne, Jean Grey, Storm, Cyclops

and Rogue respeciively.

The Scorpron King's Kelly Hu lakes on tha triple role of
Deathstrike, Anne Reynolds, and Yuriko Oyama, Lhe last being
the nght hand woman to another new character, Willam
Stryker (Brian Cox) - a pawerful military leader who leads a
movemenl against the mulants. The mowies centres around an
altack that works to discredit mutants and which makes it all
the mare difficult for the herces of Ihe show in conlinuing their
quest to prove themselves in a world that is afraid o accepl
them

The X-Men have 1o decide whether to join lorces with
Magneto, who approaches them for an alliance altar he breaks
free from his plastic pnson to challenge Stryker, shortly after
Stryker leads an assaull on Xavier's mansion. Dunng the
course of the commotion, Wolvenine goes out to find oul more
about his reclusive past, which is linked to Stryker

Although enlertaining, ke the original X-Men, the sequel
appeals more lo the lans of the X-Men comic books than to the
general audience, who will find It hard to keep up with the new
characters. The cas! of over 10 X-Men members makes il
dilficult for the actors lo develop their characters adequalely.
The movie Ihus locuses on Wolverine and leaves Ihe res! Iike
Sterm and Cyclops to ease info the woodwork.

Opens Apni 2003. Marie Therese Anthony

==
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Lydia Shi looks into some diets that may be more harmful than you think.

@

Hospital, begs to difer She reasons that high protein usually
equates lo high fat and thus, is very bad for health
Cheong warns thal even though it does not pose a problem
in the shart term, In the lang run, The Atkins Dief may increase
the risk of “cardio-vascular problems due 10 a high cholesterol
and high fat diet”™.
\I'l‘:- Rosemary Stanlon, a nutntionist and the authar ol
P The Diet Dilemma-Explained, writes thal without adequata
carbohydrates, body fat is bumt for energy and "highly
toxic ketones” are formed. This may cause weakness,
headache, nausea or even coma and death for diabetics
Dr Trisha Macnair, a medical journalist-cum-goctor, whose
speciality includes renal medicine, working in the field of kianey
dialysis. also wrote in BBC online, high prolain diels have
been linked 1o kdney damage”

Sadly, many are unaware of these repercussions. An
18-year-old Ngee Ann Polylechnic studenl, Loh Wal Yin saud
“My girfriend’s on sorme no rice, na noodies diet but if's
okay since she's lollowing some health book. Should be

safa”
Unknown to him, cutting down entirely on
carbohydrates will induce ketosis (buming of fats) and
can have dire consequences.

V sqgle diets and juice fasts. Some might find these oo
hard lo stomach but Hollywood stars are going all out
1o maintain the washboard stomachs and svelte figures
wa see plastered across our screens. \
Brad Pitt and Jenniler Aniston are on a “hi-protein, lo-carb
regime in which fal is fine bul fruit and veg are limited”, according 1o L
the BBC cnline
This is just one of the many controversial fad digts availble But
Just how effective and safe are these drastic dieting methods? They can't
be dangerous with so many celebrity endorsements, can they?
Before you embrace the seemingly wonderful ad diet, it is vital 1o
explora the polential health nsks.

High Protein, Low Carbohydrate Diets

The high prolein, low carbohydrale diet is the reigning fad
diel, with an impressive following thal includes the likes ol Gen
Hallwell and Jenniler Aniston. They avoid of consume only
minule amounts of carbohydrates while indulging In proteins

Some common high prolein, low carbohydrale diets are
The Atkins Drel, The Zone and Sugar Busters.

Although CNN has reporied that an Australian research
group has found the high protein diet to be “effectve” and
reliable, Magdalin Cheong, Chiel Dietitian at Changi General

)
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These are semiar 1o the high proten, low carbohydrate det, Chrstina
Appregate, Hugh Grant and Kate Winsiot have all ned thesa forms of diets.
Two prewalent forms are the Biood Typa Deet and the Facal Analyss Diet

The Blood Type Deel's ivertor, Peter D'Adamo, encourages peoplé 10
#al kbod according 1o therr blood fype. His book states thal blood type O
pecple, whosa “penetc ancestors” were hunlers, should stek 10 a hgh anmal
proten Ml leaving out carhohydrates, wheal and some vegetabias ke
fentls and caulfower. Blood type A. on the other hand, whose krelathers
wern frmers, should be vegetanans and avoxd meat and dairy products.
Biood type B, whose ancesiors were namads can have food from both type O
and type A diets but must abstain from chicken and wheal Lastly, typa AB
blood shoukd acopt a balanced comnation from type A and type B dets

Magdain Cheong scoffs al this diet, “For the blood group diel, thare's no
soantifc evidanca”™

Pamela Mason, a pharmacst and freelance writer writing m The
Prarmaceutical Jourmal says this del leaves out certan foods for no good
reason and mght resull in Tutnen! deficency”

The Facal Analys:s Dvel i another relatvely new formula where a del
plan & devisad by shudyng one's lacal appearance. This s unhealthdy similar
1o the Blaod Type Deet and poses smidar nsks.

Kate Winsie! clams 10 have lost 25kg with this diel.

Lara Kiner, a journalist, writes in the Cosmopolitan magarne thal the
Facal Analyss Diel 1§ an “anceent form of onental medicone” Aher studying
the “shape and colourng” of a person's tace, a toial analyst wil be able 1o
plan out an approprate el

For example. people with red and pufly cheeis nead 1o aved dairy
procucts while others with blammshes an any part of the tace are advised 1o
refrain from oly bod.

Fond Comtamrg D

Exmng accondng to one's ype may sound tarJetched but the Food
Combsrang theory may be even more absurd

These dets embrace fruits — 19 be consumed alone. and count among
e numbers, the Hay System, Eat Greal. Lose Wesght and the Beverty Hills
Dt Very litle carbohycrate, fat or proten is allowed and a cardinal nle of
fhese dis's s hat pecple should never ma carbohydrates with &t or prolen

There & no sound reasanng behind such a nule. And pharmacsst Mason
expresses Concems over Ihe low calowm and iron levels n these diets.

Caloum s nesdad to make bones and 1eeth strong. Shortage could lead
0 ost=0noross whereby bones become britthe: Ariicles abound on the
cangers of osaopomsis, In jts more senous form. it can resull in lractures
“pamiul and debiissting enough 1o lead to death”™. CNN online wams that iron
defoency can gve rise to anaemia and ‘damage he functioning of the
mne system”
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" Wizrad Fad Dels

: Out of all the diats mentioned, these are probably the earfiest and mogy
ame and rous because they often imvolvo semi-starvation,

. The Gm‘l Dol (or Oranga DretCitrus Diet), Cabbage Soup Die| (o

Chicken soup diel), and The lsrael Army Diel are classic examples of very

low calone diets. Imagmna just having a salad with egg plus a grapetruit for

Anch or [ust drnking cabbage soup of the wholo day! Much worse, can

anyone survive on just frul for 10 days? With such stringent guidelines, |t i

o wonder peoplé on these diets lose weghl

However, Gladys Wong, Chiel Dietitan at Alexandra Hospilal explaing
thal “mast lad diets are lower in total calones, thus they do appear to be
successhul in weight loss. However, these diets have many lood restrictons
which can lead to nutnent deficencies If followed for a prolonged period”

* tried patng only apples for a week” confessed Cynihia Ong, 16, a
jursior coflege student, “It's suppose 1o be a delox (datonificabion) process
from a maganne | read”

Abundant lad chats can ba found in books Iike Eal More, Weigh Less ang
Sugar Buster, in magannes and on the Intemel Some Iike the Sugar Buster
are written by doctors (in this case a ‘cardovascular surgeon, an
endocninologest and a gastroenterclogest’), hence lending a false authority 1o
their so-called mimce dials

In Singapore, we also have the Income 3-Day Diel, basad apparently on
a well-known British lormula

Seah See Ning, 19, an undergraduate at the Namyang Technological
University said, “'ve Ined the NTUC [Income] 3-day diet. It's okay bul you've
qothdodblmmhmmﬁwshrn!owkllrmh'

This local lad deet version is low in calones and steers away from the
tracditional and sale lood pyramud diel, which emphasises a balanced mx of
carbohydrates. profein and a kttle fal. When asked online about its feasibiity,
the Health Promation Board advises that il can only serve as “a short term
solution to wesght loss”

Dangers of Fad Dets

Fad diets in general are radical methods ol losing weight in a short
penod of tima. Fast wesght loss is often accompanied by fast weighl gain
accomding to nutritionist Stanton. She states thal this ‘yo-yo eflect” may even
increase cholesterol level

Frances M. Berg, a nutritonst and famdy wellness specialist, also stales
in the Healthy Weight Journal, Health Risks of Weighl Loss, thal rapid weigh
loss, together with “very low calorie diets”, increases the nisk of gall stones

Hospital deticians Gladys Wong and Magdalin Cheong advise Lhat the
best way lo really lose weighl is with a balanced diel and adequale exercise
S0 even though more outrageous fad diets surface [requently

Cheong's adwvice is, “You don'l gain weighl overnight and you

don'l losa wesgh! overmight™

.\S“G:E:rj "nf,".‘\ )

Controversial issues and angst —
company and its founder, giving voice to youths.

an outlet to express their angst in a creative form and lo be appreci-
aled in return.

From the unlikeliest of beginnings, tha aptly-named Awakening
Productions (AP), a non-profit organisation which crganmses gigs systhesising
fringe-culture and hip hop, has become a by-word in the local music scane.
Straying away from mainstream genres, the organisation places heavy
emphasis on largely untapped extreme genres. The mora angst in the
overtonas, the more frowned upon they are, and the more Awakeming
Productions feels they need a stage

The bands lend lo ralease their pent-up energy via their music, says
Gardon Khoo, 26, a volunteer al AP, who assumes Iha role ol a project
manager, “We see a lot of bands that play loud music, usually accompanied
with even louder vocals and oulfits. They obvously have something 1o say,
hence all that angst” While he agrees that bands should identify themselves
with certain Iraits, he takes a neutral stand on the effects of such music- |
can'l really say if that kind of loud music can be considared as a positive
influence or not. I's up to the indindual to decida how positive the music can
be for themselves. Al the sama time, I'm not saying that it's bad eiher”

Glenn Lim, lounder of AP, an ex-rock musician himsell, however has only
a positive picture to paint, siressing that “every weakness can be turnfed] into
a strength”, and that post-modermism has paved the way for Iha controversial
musical genres |0 be positively regarded. Citing punk music as one relerence
1o loud music, he'd rather they ba known as “sub-cultures” than bemg
genencally deemed as “teen angst”

Punk, with its rebellion-driven sentiments, “can be used lo speak up lor
the underdogs ol society, being positrvely opinionated and guarding
wholesome values uncompromisingly” says Lim.

And alternative music, which ha terms “an expression of anger and a
rage against the syslem”, be il political or social, can act as a breakthrough
for youths to inftiale social movements against issues like war

Being outspoken on youth issues and angst is what sets Lim apart,
especially aftar eight years of drug abuse gone sour Drug education and
rehabiltative centre. Teen Challenge helped him survive Lhe trauma of a
possible lifa sentance and 24 strokes of the cane in 1993, when he was
charged for passession of 3509 of manjuana, smuggled in to Singapore from
Malaysia after his rock performance

During the six menths in Teen Challenge pending sentence, the centre’s
lawyer took Lim's case, pleading Intensively with law authonties using intenm

Thenuwmseemsm.mhardlnbnlm-logwoywnqmle

P. Gaayathri profiles a

reports from psychiatnsts and Teen Challenge itself and Lim's promisa ta fum
over a new leal For ‘first ime possession’, Lim had his penalty reduced o a
Sux-month jaul term

Thankiul for his second chance, his youth counsellor and his pastor al
tha Church ol Our Saviour, Lim now 32 and married, look the oppartunity to
sal up AP in 198, sa that youths could have a conducive outlet lor expres-
slon and nol end up behind bars due lo delinquency or substance abuse.

It might seem thal AP Is throwing bands a deal in exchange for nothing.
But there is always a "calch’ for a good deal, espacally with AP's stance that
tha youths' talents should not be d d by their 1. Prior
to any evenl, performing bands have 1o sign an agreement with AP, agreeng
that they will in no way damage the reputation of any gig. The maost stressed
clausa is that bands have lo relrain from using profanities at all lmes during
anevent

However, despde s firm beliel thal today’s vibrant and young people can
influence and educate the society legitimately, AP has had its fair share of
rejection from youths themsedves, espacally in (he early years.

“They want o be heard and wanl a say in things, yel when granted tha
opportunity, regard them (the opportunities] with suspicion and ingratitude.”
laments Lim, on the paranoia of youths. “So Ihey go back and complain
nobody understands them, and thal everyona is agans! them”

But now aher a succassful five-year penod, AP has coma up with some
of Singapore's mare outstanding gigs al Zouk, Insomnia, Sentosa and most
recently al the Esplanade -Theatres on the Bay. All these were only possible
due 10 the affiliation with chanty establishments such as All Geod Gifts
Limited and Teen Challenge. and collaboration with the Singapare Anti-
Narcotics Association (SAMA), National Arts Counail and the National Youth
Council. So baing a non-profil argansation, what ara AP's tactics for financal
survival?

“We have a uniqua concepl,” says Lim “We are mare passion-drven
than profil-driven. Whatever funds thal come In, rolls into tha next project. The
agreamenl is, we don'l touch the maney thal comes in”

AP, managed solely by volunteers and which holds meelings weskly lo
discuss evenl logisbes, (s seen as “an education in both camps [1ha authon-
ties and the youths]", says Lim. Daspde the government's dismssal of loud
music as “neisy and as a nuisance”, in the earfier years, AP has gained more
favour now, trying to remave the social stigma surrounding youth angst by
setting a positive tone in loud music:
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Coco Lee unplugged

Standing up for her ethnic roots, Coco Lee has time and again

paved the way for Asian artistes.

and discovers the magic.

irs! Asan o perfarm at the Oscars. First Asian fo host the MTV Asia

Awards. First Asian singer 1o be signed on by Somy Music United

States. With that impressive st of firsts®, Coco Lee has set out o
recerve all the applausa and attention long overdue for Asian talents.

As Coco Lee makes her way into the room, thal contagious smile catches
everyone even before sha's saated al the press conference. Ever since her
foray into the music industry, Coco's elegant beauty and effervescent appeal
have made her a popular figure among both local and loreign media. It's hard
to imagine how this petite, 28-year-old singer/songwnter has achieved so
much just esght years into her career The daunting task ol breaking Inlo the
English music market ts something no Asian singer has successfully
done, untl now

Her first English Album, Just No Other Way, was released in February
2000, and the talented Asian-Amencan has not lookad back The album was
an instani hit, with more than two million copies sold worldwide, The first single
from the album, Do You WWant My Love, became a Top 20 hit in the American
Billboard Charts and secured her a strong place in the English music industry,
This international singing sensatbion made her mark and made everyone sd up
and kisten

Sony Music US was so impressad with Coco thal they even invited Rick
Wuake, the Grammy award-wmning producer for stars like Jennder Lopez and
Celine Dion, to produce the second album for Coco. *He (Rick) said, '‘Coco, I'm
gong fo do the whole album and we're gomng lo make you a star,” Coco gnins
“I's a greal compliment from him and I've leamn! so much as a songwriter”

This dmmutive singer has just five mare sangs to finish belore audiences
can bsten fo her eagerly anbopated second album. And she's putting her heart
and soul mto it. “Tm influenced by artistes in Asia, Europe and the US. From all
those | absorb the best things and put them into my music”

However, il is her passion for onental music that sparked off her interest
in producing English albums. “1t realfy had a lot 10 do with Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon because alier singing the theme song, | realised thal
traditional Chinese music is so beautiful” Coco says. “So | promised myself
that | have to put the Chmese element into my English album, and | did that”

Coco wants o prove thal Astan stars can gain a place in the competitive
English music market, even when the turnover and falloul rale is high. She
believes the hard work will pay off

“I'm not releasing an English albumn just to be a singer. | really wanl (o
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maka a difference.” Coco says ‘It has to be the best. An album represante
me, musically, or else | will nol release it until il's perfecl”

She hopes lo be a role model for aspinng Asian musicians, for arfisies
“have the power o influence the younger generation. It's really importan jor
me 1o do well and succeed and lo get the support from my people, espe-
caally. We need that voice. We need someone 10 stand for our people” Cocg
explams. "Musically, we don't have anybody and hopelully, | could be thay
first parson because if | do succeed | can help the others
Once people have accepled Asian people singing English songs, there will

Fomos Dawn Ong

be many more Cocos o come.”

She already paved the way in November 2002, when she was given the
hanour of singing the US National Anthem al NBA Houslon Rockets, in their
game agamnst the Toronto Raptors. Her outstanding rendition louched the
16,000-strong audsence and brought everyone lo their leel. “When they
announced thal Coco Lee would be performing the US National Anthem
everyone cheered” she recalls “It's a really important moment for us
(As=ns)”

Often billed as the "Manah of the East’, her amazing vocal range was
also displayed during Ricky Martin's concert lour in Asia. Coco was hand-
pickad by Ricky Martin o appear as his guesl star. Their on-stage chemistry
was so explosive thal the duo was reuniled a second lime al MTV Asia's 6th
Annversary Celebration in 2001. Another unforgettable performance was
duning the 2001 Oscars when she sang, A Love Belore Time, the theme
song from the acclaimed movie Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.

When asked whal she plans lo do on her second album lo create and
foster a stronger Asian dentity, the star claims she wants o have her hair jet
biack again. "My hair has turned a bit darker,” Coco jokes. “So do look
forward 1o me having black hair; i's very possible. II's been six years since |
last had black hart®

This star exudes poisa and confidence duning the interview, “It's all
aboul confidence,” Coco says. ‘I you have confidence, you can carry olf
anything. Be charming” Indeed, this Onental Pearl has managed Lo charm
her way Inlo the hearts of many.

PHOTOS of the Kranji War Memarial: Sue-Ann Woo and Syeda Sana Rahman

A SOLNER

OF THE
IDIUSUR L

el

No one would be foolish enough to
choose war over peace - in peace
sons bury their fathers, but in war

fathers bury their sons.
- King Croesus of Lydia (561 - 546 B.C.)
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