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There was no way | could ve mased (1 My
famsdy and | were luming oft Ihe road into a pel
1ol siaton alang Duneain Read soma manihs
o
And there i1 stood = @ minalure olle, wilh
sall brown-and -white lurand geniie brown eyet
plirtenly groceful and olegan!. a3 colket U
ofly ore
Excupl thal 1here was somethng dilferent
oboul 1ha one

A the cor turned in | remember looking
bock al Ihe colie. watching as Ihat gracelul
nead eantantly sfted lefl, then rght. and Ihen
\aft agon Il coukan’! keep £Hl laking O few steps
in ane drection then bock agan as con sped
pas! constontly

Our cor puleda up 10 one of the pumps. | got
oul The colle was Now wolking bock lowards the
station bul swerved away O we ned o pel close
fo check for a colar Undetermed. we ned ogoin.
bul he agiloted dog kepl i dslarce

That was when | found oul whal had hop
pened. Nohoing ouf inleres! In 1he dog. one of
ihe siaton gltenaants come up and shared his
stary Nol 100 long apo. @ woman had diven up
slcopng besde the sfoton The pausenger sde
door operwed 1he colie way unceremanously
dumped on the road. The door cloved. The cor
arove oll

| made g deciuon - thal colie would not bo
unwonled Taking my Jock Russel's oate oul rom
ihe car, we approached the dog. hopng lo pen
it in and gel il nto the crate. The dog reaked
dashing ocrots the busy rood. dsoppeanng inlo
the bushes clong 1he aivider, Il wos only Dy Shees
huck or diving Inlervention thal il wasn'| knocked
dgwn

We drove around lor a while aller thol cir
cling bath sae of ihe read in the hope of spol
fing ol colie

| never sow ihe dog ogon

The events that fromspred thal Sunday merm
ing have been ingrained in my memary Snce
ond lefl me leelng very bitter al the callous way
Ihese thrgs happen. 1 's ona thing o read abaut
armmal abondonment (n the papen. bul lo oc
fually witn2g il happening - il changes you.

Now. | see my Jack Russall lyng on ity back
legs up In the ci o8 though asking for o quck
bely scroich, | tnk of the colie ond thase which
shore its fote. | wonoer what happened 1o 1. hop-
ing thal sormehow (| managed lo gel across the
olher ude of the road salely | hope that some
kind soul kving i the lush condorminiums (hore
would find il m he of her heart 1o do whal | wanled
lo da lor that dog

Maos! ol all. | hope thal pecple realise.

And once they reakse. . that they can change

aumnlun

Changing
Hearts

A tnend ol imene harboun a grear
IR tonle fo

llu_m h:nemq melal dacs Ihal ssem "3";:: Bl

a Sa:?nt and “Save” adveriisment hoky 1 M"D"drruw

M. “Heavy, cumbenome and over so fog, he Ty
| Iany ol heard from han v Bhapa g ey

Unfortunatety, he's aute Ihe spoen

Tor Mk Mhiras. A pencil bero,  pen 1@:‘:"..:‘!!\ a
| One more pen couldn't hurl. And hus he qe thal i)
change ke a magnel, USY QIHOEH grmey

Ho than desperately s 1o lolst g ong and |
ont (he umuspecing pUbkc none oo iyl |':. SHrcom
change someone’s two of live dolar with fhe v ¥ ollering |
. surprisngly he (sh don') bite 1Y 1ama, No|
| Hearl heavy and pockels jangik
NJ 0 moc kin
relur home and dumps oll his coing o ha
lable 10 @ bowd Wting e 1y
Day ofter day. Week aller week
Aweok belore end month he looks inlg 1
spandthill studenty. fincts it dkrmaly mmv" s“ :mh' 18 g
avet 1o his lable and the afors menfioneg bna ;ﬂg 1o shufling

hepe 1o find enough money 1o ses lum ¢ 1
al Ihe manth omterably 1o o e [

-

Whal had sterted oul as a ymall pie
ol
nusonce with minmal value seemed 1o have "-Fm"‘ﬂ‘b"'ﬂmlﬂﬂn’ N
into 0 heap of weallh
Everylhing slarts small

Small
Change

own

£4eda sana rahmai

Moving
On

Iam no! one ol Ihe most resiien! people. In focl, | shudder ol the
though! of anything upsetting my lixed and slable neulron stale
ol being, By some (misjlortune howevaer, | ollen find mysell
plucked oul of Ihe comlor zone thal | wished | could dwell in
foraver,

| think il hits you round aboul when you're sixleen, Thal's
when you first leel that pil In your lummy. Ihe sudden reaksalion
that you cannol control everylhing, the start of a Ade thal wil
fake you lo places Ihal will shope you,

My best friend pocked her bogs and fravelled hall ihe globe
{o become a while-coaled, molecule-probing sclentist, | was
upsel, For Ihe fussy and over-suspicious characler Ihal | was and
probably stil am, @ good friend is a rare commadity, What would
happen fo Ihe endiess phone colls. daly [riandly bickering and
colfee lak?

Pool.

| was devasialed.

That was lour years ogo. Tedoy, Melissa and | ore stil meel-
Ing lor collee when she's in fown, still lalking on the phane, ond
yes, stil bickering. We have grown, evolved and odopled.

| am a product of my clrcumstances. When chongp
happens, It happens. ke Felcify, 1say, “Things happen. you can'l
control i, Bul it's how you deal with It thal really matler.”

Enjoy Ihe ride.

SUE-Ani WOD

BYD® mogazne is a blannual publcation by final year Print Journalism students in the Mass Communicalion dipoma
programme. Contac! s al the Sehaal af Firm & Media Studios, Bk 23 Ngee Ann Polylechnic, 535 Clemani Read (3) 579489,
Tel: 64608448 Fax: 64425617,
email hypemoganneimail. com. www.hypemag.com
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InSearch of Solitude
Wa explore Rawa Bland, an
allernalive paradie cloge (o
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Youth Natlon
Four Singaporean youlhs sil down o aif
whal Ihey like, and don'l, aboul 1his

| wland callec home

Dear Diary...
The art of journal wiiling, excepl with
higher intaraclivity and for all o see

on Ihe Infermet

Keeping away from
Pre-marital Sex

It's all about cholce, bul (here’s
one choice that's ollen forgot-
len

Restless
The cast of Channel 5's new series
shares thelr ghostly secrels

Allchanged
Andrea tells of

lite alter the
dealh of old
beliels and
priorities

nln:

9

Makin' it Good

21

We tell the stary of

a Brilish boy-band  { \ \
shedding ils pop \ ¥

rools lor all things \, ~
rock

chen zilin >> karen kwa

anne ng >> chrisline yee >> dahlinar jamil >> daniel yop >> debra wong >> germaine ong >>
jonathan hon >> masturah salim >> michelle tan >> muhd haliz >> rachel lang >> stacy leo

varonica leng >> choy kok kee

maltthewlea >> priscilla tang
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By ils weaving logether of various elements from popular culture,
current atfairs. controversy and just a fouch of “Asianness”. WWW
pretly much boasts all the earmarks of a lypical praduclion barne
from the minas al The Necessary Stage (TNS).

This time. TNS takas ane of pop cullure's most cherished icons - the
superhero - and places It in Thailand, where a former beagar is
holding an Amencan child hostoge. His parenls cry foul, and Thai-
land's superheroas scramble. .except that Thailand's superheroes
are "not Clark Kenls. Bruce Waynes or Diano Princes”...bul are
“gigoios. hookers and drags”

Sad playwright-directar Chong Tze Chien, "WWW is neilher con-
ventional costume caper comic. nor social theolre. It's belween
the two genres - a naturalistic camic book fantasy, ifl moy coin a
new term. 1's dork. edgy. gntty and perhaps surreal al bils, bul the
situalions are re-
alistic and iden- " =
tifiable ™ - '\\'\\’\\
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S 70 8 Decem-
ber 8om 7108
December

3pm. Victoria
Thectre. $36

$31. $26, $21
from SISTIC.

Aaron Lye

e o
The Red
ne Kec
~
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DESES
woeman. o
1['\"\:{6) @72 _},‘_ \
Inspired by the
onginal  Hans
chrlis til.on
Anderson lale of
The Red Shoes
and based on
Michael Powell's
film shot in 1948,
this performance
by the Singopore
Cance Theatre is
a soul-pravoking
cne which fells the story through ballel. The Red Shoes firsl pre-
miered in Singopore in 2000 and has since been re-staged due to
popular demand. A young ballerina finds herzelf remantically in-
volved with her choreogropher, bul her dream of success as a bal-
lefina lies in the hands of yet anather man who loves her - the owner

of Ihe pollei company. A touching love stary thal promises grace
and poise, this is one for the romantics.

12 to 15 December. 8pm. Esplanade - Thealres on he Bay.
§59. §49. $39. §29, §21 from SISTIC,

Chen Zilin

e,

Sinaintinine Rain

To create the perfect rain for the backd;
perfermance of this musical requires 5,000
the right temperature of 45°C fo 48°C Anything off 1 TeCtey o
the cast might end up falling ill. And that i not the Ql seqgla ong
necessily lo keep the show going, Singin® In The ROWV S10Tb fry
2,529 light bulbs far the costumes of ifs ‘Beautify| Gq,:n- L0 neey,
the singing and lapping feet, the cast will have (o g0 ;hs - Behing all
318 coslume changes altagether And af the end c'frr:mgh Chayy
15 litres of liquid laundry detergen! would haye Baan fach wagy
That s just how extensive Singin' In The Rainis. Timelase e

liful costumes, cnsp dancing and laughter await a Iher::mc' beqy.
moade Gene Kelly famous. Be prepared 1o give yo USical thay

: : ur
créme de la creme cast led by Dale Pengelly dczzl,-_f;g"‘” Qsqg
= U with an

exlraordinary pg
formance of g
ond dance,

op for the ¢
litres of watar - Boch

Song

13 to 24 Novembe,
Tuesdays fn'ou_l:;h
Sundays. 8om, Salur-
days anag Sundays
2.30pm. Esplangga -
Theatres on the Bay.
$125. 395, s70 $50
($105. 385, 540, 845

for matinee
shows)from SI5TiC
Debra Weng

Prepare to be scarad sy
al Igor's this Hollowesn
when the (in)famous hor-
ror-themed dinner thealre
celebrates five days of
sheer temor. Every evening
offers a different assort:
ment of temifying appat
fions, along with the &
square foot Demon’s DU
gean. The Hallowaen mu
sical comedy show is 9&
companied by a 1hree
course menu thot .r._::ludfh
freakish looditemslike De{;
composed Jellyfsh a°
Bloody Sticky Mousse, making for o morbid expenence ':\:gc!&
inside as well as out. Games and contests will be held "ous! o
ber 31. so dress lo out-do Igor's inhouse and you may |
away with @ macabre momento of the occasion.

; are in-
29 Ocloker lo 2 November. 7pm. Igor’s (nex! to the $ingep
door Stadium) sadlo
$76 & $61 (29 Oclober lo 30 October): $121 & $101(31 0 fo

2 November) from SISTIC. Germaine 09



She is Boom Boom Room's glamorous head-
liner. He is the actor with dreams of a directo-
rial debut. They are two people in one -

Kumar. hype splits him down the middle and
tells you two sides of the same story.
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are who lhey are "
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alking to Kumor aboul being kumar,

sitting al the boltom of smoky N A .

stanwellin The Necessary Stfage. A
where he spent around six months ending ‘ { |
Seplember rehearsing his latest play. Close
In My Face. Kumar could well be any olher : [
guy. except lor the posl-shoulder-lenglh b
har sunglosses and the tie-dyed sarong.

sure, his on-stage persona hos lei! a
whole city wondenng aboul his sexuah_?v.
but the man personally thinks there are big-
ger fish fo fry in life.

| know I'm a man

“| think | reafly don't mind whal peo-
ple think of me. I's not that | don't care - |
Ihink that’s becoming oo insensifive. !
doesn't matier. If you think I'm straight, or if
you think I'm gay. oril 1go for anything that
moves, it doesn't matter.” . )
kumar Is used to being stared ot. addressed as sMiss” on the sireels, and having his
sexuality pul under the microscope. :
“|\ happens all the time: it doesn't alfec! me. Maybe when | was younger if really did
affec! me. When | was in schoal, becouse | was a bil feminine, people did callme a-gua,
o-gua (effeminate). Il really did affecl me. | asked. ‘My god. am | abnormal? What am |
supposed to be?' Then | realised. so whall Use it to your advaniage, lahl Because al the
end of it all, it's my life. | pay the bills.
“| know wha! | am, people con call me gender bender. people can call me Irans-
vesiile. ranssexual, bul | reclly don't care. I'm nol transveslile, because | don'l lead a
drag life. | know I'm a man: I'm supposed to be thal. Bul people see me in many. many

things."

And the good son

Family is still important to him. though, and the life of a drag performer does not
seem to have ruined his perspective on life, nor disploced his ability fo be the good son.

“| have 1o be there o! least once a week, because | don't live with them any more.
So I've got to be there once a week, or [my molher] freaks out. She calls me to threalen
me. ‘I'm going fo commil suicide if you don'l come over'", he says with a laugh that
echoes up the cramped stairwell.

Tradifionol values are not lost on him either; the private side of the showmanis nof an
echo of a childish scream for atiention.

“| don'l believe in exhibiting myself. | don’t believe in ‘going around' in the
day. Couple of years ago. lhis Israeli paper asked me, '‘Why doesn'l Singopore

haove o Mordi Gras? A gay festivalz’ And | told him that I don’l see the point =

~

why we should have ane. He said, ‘Why not? Australia hosil." I said. *You don'! 3
have 1o hove a gay festival fo show Ihat they exist.! He was quite upset wilh ]
what | soid because he felt that it shouldn't be coming out from me. And |
feel that I'm more grounded than that.
“Even il | see screaming queens, it imitates me. | can imagine the Mr &
Mss Ton. they would get totally, totally iritated. And when [gays] say.
‘We should be accepted. we should be accepted. We should be foler-
ated.' - how lo folerale, when you just stand there and exhibit yourself?
So | believe in that"
For real? All this scbnely is hardly who! we expec! from Singapore’s
number one drog performer. Could this be the same fellow who was
|ust seen screeching on stage in the Boom Boom Room last Friday
night? Which side of this metamorphic change is the real acl?

It's nol arrogance

“I'm always quite serious, When people are nol locking." He says
wilh ¢ lough. "When I'm al home I'm oclually very quiel. I'm very -
serious. I'm nol hyper al all I'm always quiel, serious. People take
|hat as amogance. Bul aclually it's nol.

"Everything s perfec!. I've got friends. I've gol work. I've gol
career. I've gol fame. I've got money. | don't have one million in
my bank and stress the whole day. | just have enough.”

Ihesitale looking fora crackin the suspecled lagade. In walks
pleywright Haresh Sharma. | dangle o carrol and fry lo draw oul
the showman from the man - ego. The question - “On a scale of
10, gow 'labulous’ are you?" Haoresh gives him 11. Kumar insists on
an B,

“Who's a 102" | ask.

“My lriends, Who's always lhere [or you. That's fobulous. When
you re down and oul. Ihen you exactly know who your fiiendsare | \
Through his fashionable sunglasses, he looks you in the eye. His voice L \
drops o something just above a whisper, and takes an an occlu-
sive lone. “I'm fabulous becouse I'm. . me. And nol alol of pecple !

(A



Model Woman In Total
Control Of Himself

What you see is what you get. But when Kumar turns
up dressed in @ white tank and a dark green sarong
skirt, with stubble peppering his chin and Adam's
apple, you get one very confusing picture. Christine
Yee tries clearing the air.

H
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t ol Ihe Massachusellsir
Media Laboralory | inveil Intermeal Time, meo
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Restless

Carol is her diminutive frame. In

that lithe body however, is @
stamina that lasted her running, abselling.
trail biking and a host of other activities in
the 2001 AXN Challenge.

Now back in Resfless, a supernatural
dromo on Channel 5 Carol is Ying, a
“reformed juvenile delinquent who
discovers she has the power lo
communicate with the spints of deceased
individuals”. When asked if the notion of
playing such a character gave her lhe
creeps, Carol responded with a firm, "No".

"l actudlly feellike | canrelate to Ying.
the characterisation, in terms of the
spiritual aspect where she's able 1o ‘see’
things.”" she explains. Has she had any
such encouniers? “Not really," she
laughed, “bu! | know of many friends who
have hod lhese expernences... | had this
friend who would duck when she wos
walking. She would say that she didn’t feel
comfortable walking through ‘them’. In
actual foct, we couldn't see anyone."

So far the role has been enjoyable,
“Iwas able to feel her when |was reading
the scripl.” In each episode, Ying is drawn
1o helping the reslless ones seek resolution
on earth, and uncavers a secrel from her
own grandmother.

Carol also admitted that acting in
English is a relief. “When | act in the
Mandarin serials, | translate what | read
from English lc Cantonese to Mandarin,
Sometimes.” she said with a giggle,
“there're breakdowns when | iry to
transiate accurately. So with this role,

things are much simpler."

T he first {hing that sirikes you about

Lead actress
as
Ling Shi-Ying

in getting spooked. and herrole in

Restlessrellects this. Her character.
Ellison, is “the light elemenl to the show gf
a very serious cast”. And in reallife, Jeanis,
likewise, also a reflection of the chirpy.
exciled voice we hear on Perfect Ten.

In an almost conspiratorial whisper.
she recounted her frightful experience
when she first watched an episode alone
in the studios. "l gotta tell you. it's
completely differenl when you're shoolting
and when you watch the edited episode
proper. | think it's because we don'l shoot
in sequence. And we don't get all the
special effects or spooky music that really
freaks me oul.” Most of the shooting was
a breeze for Jean, except maybe for the
scenes al the old, dilopidated and
abandoned school. "It was eerie, and
really dark. You basically couldn’t see
anything that was two melres away from
you." The fact thal the scenes could only
be shot at night when it was pitch black
did not do anything fo soothe her frayed
nerves. "I was a litlle spooked. | carried my
cross with me., so that helped me lofs.*

She explains, however. that the thing
about Ellison is that she's Irying to be a
friend to Ying. She knows that Ying is
different, and that other people stay away
from her. But she remains loyal o this
friendship nonetheless, and there is this
chemistry between these two friends.

Crassing over from radio fo television
is clearly not o problem for Jean. “It's a
very good experience, and if it comes my
way again, why not2" she mused. with her
winning smile.

J ean Danker daes not fake comforl

Supporting actress
: as
Ellison May Pereira

i

lovedit. | loved e
it -‘_relotes Keagan Kang a; 1 of
smiles gleefully. “Thay's lhé e
po.nl1_ fo scare people and io CODM:T.:%
audience. especially peapla s Your
dare to know the truth." Con|

Though a Iheﬂtre person
profession. Keagan is also no S‘fcn-,:,”'
Ihe goggle box. He has slareq _In;SrCrc
Iriple Nine. War Diaryand even U"’G-‘rc‘-:
Roof. Compared to his other jove ”:;mr:e
Keegan shared thal, on 'E\E“Jl';-g;\ r-,—
acting has lo be more prenounced mere
precise. "With theatre. il's not abay E:
movementls. il's cbout intensity !_“
projection has to be more clear wiin
lelevision. however, you gotta remember
that you can't lie to the comera, Every
movemenl. every exprassion is CQUQ:-ré:.
It's intense.”

On Reslless, Keaogan explained hat
his character is “driven by justice and &y
science", which, however, does not helg
to explain why Ying's tale holds such

Very minuta

fascination for him, “Logically. he
not believe Ying and her encounters. He's
a man of science. To him, the evidence
forensic testing is the main source of truth
But there's something about Ying that just
draws him to her.”

Speaking of his co-star. he goesonto
say. "Carol has given Ying o lost
innocence.” He feels the show will be wel
received. because he is convinced
people will want to know. “I think 1he
winning formula for these thriller shows &
that it's based on true stones. It'sreal”

Ha'y

Supporting actor
as
lan Ryan Logan
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ndrea de Cruz cannot eal chocolates for the rest of her life

"I1's one of my favourite foed! | can'l eal it because of 1he

cocoa content,” she lells hype. "But it's a small price 1o pay.
Nothing beats having your life." Such are the words lrom someocne
whose life has been spectacularly changed.

In April, the high-spirited and lively television aclress lay dying in
hospital because of acule liver failure. The situalion was dire. Andrea
neededa liver transplant. The simming pills she'd taken were named
as the cause. Cue the hero in shining armour. Pierre Png. In an act
that louched many. Pieme become Singapore’s [irst living donor fo
give part of his liver fo an unrelated patient, his girlfnend, Andrea.

Seven months on, Andrea Is ready to move on from that chap-
ter in her life. The issue of simming pills and becoming thin still hils @

raw nerve, but Andrea is more forthcoming now. "l feel that by
locking at me and using me as an example, wouldn'f thal be a
scary lhough! enough? Il you were just going to get some slim-
ming pills off the rack or somelhing. just use me as a living
example."

However, she willingly shares that she wished she had
emphasised the imporiance of exercise o people. Andiea
also admits that her perspective of things around her has
changed. "You always take [or granted thal your loved
ones will always be there lor you... bul sometimes, you
may no! be there lor them. They were there for me day

and night by my side but | couldn't assure them that |
would live, for them."

Small things like going oul have become a luxury
to her. Because of her weakened immune syslem,
Andrea canno! go oul lo crowded places. A psy-

chologist by profession. Andrea stepped info Ihe
limelight in 1999 when she mode appearances in
the sitcom, Under One Rool. She was first most rec-
ognisable, however, in her hosting slint on
Showbuzz Since then, Andrea has silenced her cnl-
ics with her portfolio of work that includes both
lelevision acling ond live thealre. Her fans were
duly impressed by her charoctensation ol o fai toi
in the Mandarin droma series, No Froblem

Andrea’s bubbly personality is eviden! even as
she namales her efforts ot persuading her doclors
lo let her walk about. “In the end. we could only

walk around our ward, which was a very tiny ward.
And | just couldn’t stay still - couldn't lay in bed. So |
don't know if it's a good thing. bul for me. | think it's . .
goced. Life is always so busy.”

Yel despite all thal. Andrea admits fo embracing life
more now. “One thing tha! I've always wanted fo change
or if | could turn back time, was to remain with my father in
Chicago. He was suffering from pancreatic cancer and |

wished | had stayed wilh him until he passed on.” Surviving an

ordeal like this, she shares. *| feel Ihat becaouse |'ve been given

asecond chance, | know Ihat | shouldn'l take them lor granted

| know that if every day it makes them leel happy 1o say, ‘You know.
Mommy. | love you so much’, | would do it every day.”

And her immediale priorities would be? “The sad thing . in my
first year alter the Iransplant, it's the highest chance ol liver rejec-
lion. And then, for the next five years. there's another hurdle... So
now, | just lend nol 1o think too much aboul the luture.” With the
holiday season coming up, the actress is however, anxious o begin
planning for her yearly Christmas drive lor the Cheshire Home., To-
gelher with olher volunteers, Andrea collects wish lists, wraps the
ailts and organises the bullet spread for the party. Wilh resounding
conviclion, she says, *| tuly believe in charity. | truly believe it changes
people.”

With delermination, Andrea has emerged from her adversily
wilh a slronger spinl. “I'm blessed.” she acknowledges, and one gets
Ihe leeling thatl this is one person who understands the true essence
ol overcoming the odds.

Hers is a face we all recog-
nise now. Seven months
down the road from her
ife-threatening operation,
Andrea de Cruz talks to
hype on her changed
outlook on life.

profile
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he mason is Remaking Singopora and a governmenl

T commiites, chared by Or Vivian Balokrshnon, will be

speatheading the change. “QOne of our bigges! chal-

lenges.” Il ciles, "4 to instl in Singaporeant o greater serse of

ownernhip and belonging 1o this country. . How do we cre-

ole in Sngoporecns o semse of possion.. for them lo shck it

oul heve becouse 1hs 5 1her home?™

Strong sentimentol lies ore whal |he Remaking Singapore

commitiee & Inpng lo cullivale. Chrisline Yee ouks lou youlhs

to sound ofl ther leelings for Singopore and lo give hones!
accounts of Iheir Sngaporean expenence

This Is Home. Surely

Mohammed Frdaus, 19. a Moss Communication
sludent ol Ngee Ann Polylechnic. embroced ha nallonalis-
lic lendencies and soid he was passionale aboul being
Singoporean, *| didn'l know | wos so passonole unlil ||
walched] Ihis yeor's Nafionol Day Parode,”™ he reloled
“Whnhen | heord the pladge, | really missed Iaking || every
marming in school.™

Chon Wee, 21, on undergroduote of NUS, defined
pamalem as. *whelher you ore wiling 1o die lor your
couniry’ And being o navy officer, he repled in the
alfrmative, "How strangly do you leal aboul your poneas-
sions and how lor are you wiling 1o go 1o guard your assels,
lamily and coreer? | do leel o lol lor my possessions here. 5o
yes. | would give up my lile lo guard it*

On Ihe other side ol the spechium 5 Raleena Kwan, 19. o
sluden! prepanng o sludy in Australia, who odmilied, “l leal
no fies here, excopl my lamily, You wan! me fo die lor
Singapore® No thanks! I'm just numb, being a Singoporean
Change, problems with the counlry, doesn’| 1eally bug me.”

Palnals or nol. hawever. the whole group conlessed la



wanling to leave Singapore. Each of them had differenl reasons why.

"gecause | don't guite enjoy the fast pace of life here." Chon Wee replied. "And [or the
amount of effort put in Singapore, you'll probably get better returns overseas.”

Najibah Abdat, 19. an A-level sludent ot a privale college. said she foo would leave o
she feels being an Arab in Singapore is a disadvantage. "Compared to Malays and Chinesa
and Indians, | don't really get much benefits. Every month, my parents' pay gets cut lo golo
aMalay fund. that doesn't support ofherraces excepl lhe Malays! My mom is not Malay, she
is Pakistani!*

“| pay for it but | don't get the benefils." Najibah crificised. “My mother wanted lo sign
me up for Malay lessons at Mendaki, but they refuse to let me in because | was Arab!"

Both Kaleena and Firdaus would consider leaving Singapore o pursue career opporiuni-
ties abroad. However, only Firdaus would definitely return home. “You go sleep over af your
friend's house, someday you willwanl to go home and sleep on your own bed," he said,

As an indigenous Malay, Firdaus offered a very interesting perspective. He mused thal
otherraces, coming frem migrant ancestry, might not see Singapore as home and those who
do, have not aclually had the time to feel as deeply “rooted" to Singapore as the indigenaus
people have.

Najibah feels more of a “global citizen" and she believes the ferm “reflecls the ideclogy

of my generation. A lot of my friends don't wan!
to work or stay here. It is too restrictive, oo com-

ted to sign me up for efve:

NMendalkl, but they Change “out of reach"

:\_|"L
= {' ot @ -'i"] I ECAUSE® “ was Al ;,[1.;11_]5‘? Earlier the group had discussed the impl-
SIS0 s W LA eEIR s || WEls) il Gk cations of being the voice of oppaosition and lob:

- Najibah Abdat, 19. an A-level student at a private college byist for change in Singapore. The sentimen! ex:

)

pressed by all four was that of resignation.
“You're crashing into @ brick wall labelled
PAP." Kaleena said cynically, "There's no point frying." The opposition in Singapere, she fell.
was analogous to being Humply Dumply, where you sal in a precarious situation and made
yourself an easy targel to be shot down.

_ Undergrad Chon Wee fell the same. “They [the opposition] have been lreafed very un-
fairly. Look af the elections- [the Government] draws all the boundaries for the districts. They
can just draw up one big district and the opposition won't have enough candidates o make
up for the group consltiluency elections."

_“Ithinkit's laken for granted that you don't have much of a say," Chon Wee remarked:
Citing the recenl bus fare hike as an example. he pointed out that a decision had already
been made before Ihe debale was brought up in parliament and that profesting would ne!
have changed the outcome. “Firslly it will be an embarrassment to the policy makers: 8
reasoned. “And if gives people the impression that if we are not happy with things. we €of
:;J;*ni?'rolesi and change them. Our iron-hand government won't allow such things 10 N%P°
~Itseems. within the group at leas!, that resignali icism have been translated
into apalhy. As Nlc:f_ib_oh. remarked nonclno[ontly?"(g’ﬂ?:o?irrlg ;:yzrllcnl:n;cr: 210! ter what, PAP L
slill win. | wouldn't join [the opposition]. | can't be bothered with Singapore polfics!”

They believe that change is out of their reach.

The Bonding Experience

andKaleen?
 with, unde”
uaintances
acism an

e ;;Z%ihoor?;h'ﬁlif Dersﬁalecllves_ and opinions differ. Najibah, Firdaus, Chon Wee
stand and appreci r}g_ ot be'”§1 Singaporean means being able to interac
wilhoul "makiﬁ dICl e each other's races, Everyone has made friends and a€q
discrimination d% e_c;mons bcfed on race", as Firdaus and Chon Wee pul if. R
e exisl, bul Najibah observed, 'It's not really done in public.” ecl
us, egged lodiffer. "In school, that's where | get the mosl racist remarks. IN A proje
som?:%eople think all Malay boys are slackers," J Ll '
Ir It 3 .
queslioncg-('js ?L;?ﬁ b‘c‘;l;l‘laves Malay Muslims are discriminated against in 1he armed
+ WY siilsee Us as Malay? Alter all, we are all Singaporeans.”

forces: Ho



Chon Wee, on Ihe other hand, declared, “To me, race is not very significant. It is not indica-
tive of your ability, it is not indicalive ol your stalus. Singaporean is Singaporean; it's no! Malay or
Chinese."

Still no matter how respectiul we are of each olher's races, social cohesion shoulq nollbe
taken for granted. Firdaus feels educaling the younger generation is sociely's responsibility, “just
in case they don'l knew Ihal il's importan to stick together and mix well with ofher races.”

School Blues

Many Singaporeans feel ambivalen! toward the system of meritocracy in education. While
some applaud its ability o reward and identify those who can perform well, oihers feel the sys-
lem exerls loo pressure and doesn'| tolerale failure.

“If I have kids | will send them abroad to study," Najibah said. “The standards here are too
high and in the future it will be worse!"

“The government sets the standard and if you meet the standard, you're known as the elite,
you can move on and you'd probably gel your desired path," Chon Wee pointed out.

“But for Singapore lo be a success, you have to have people at different levels, you have fo
have different people managing the different levels, * he reasoned furlher. "Of course every one

wants to make it but, by the standards set by the government. if they don't make it, they prob-
ably have lo settle for lower levels."

Planning for @ multi-level workforce is one thing,

VST =3 Parcas = G 0
bul Firdaus argued that the educalion system lacks 1o m I8 rAGE s OL X

the element of the “second chance". “There are i]' 3 fiel imelicati
opportunities to succeed," he agreed, "But oppor- 28 = L
tunifies to fail. no." Citing the example of EM3 stu- im dicative
dents not being able to take the O-Levels, he con- e '
tended, "They [the Government] think that these kids

con't make it through the O-levels, at ten years old!

It's the basic form of education that you need in Sin-

gapore. I's a bit too young to decide a person's fulure, to chart his path for him."

Weighing the merits of the Primary Four streaming system, Firdaus felt that in principle it had
positive connotations. “But even if you want the fast ones to get further,” he maintained, | don'l
think the slow ones should be allowed to get even slower."

Chon Wee also felt the streaming system was flawed, " feel it's like a bottle neck. You wil
wanl o go info the beller sireams and as you move up, the streams become namrower. So you
find it pretty hard and along the way, some of your friends with common aspirations will fall
away."

The sligma of nof doing well in your second language was a sore point with Kaleena, who
complained, "If you do wellin Chinese you get a lot of perks like bonus points. | get an Ain English
also no usel! | don'l mind laking a second language, but | don't wanl to sit for an exam and then
because of it, lose a place in NUS!"

Using the voice of reason, Chon Wee pointed out, *Our counlry set the dual language policy
so thal all the other races can interact. But | believe mother tongue is important as well, so you
can interact among your community. If you have it as an elective, then no one would want fo be
proficient in it and that can really cause a problem."

“I'know Mandarin is my mother tongue." Kaleena went on, "but I'd rather learn it as a cul-
Iure, not as alanguage.” Chon Wee agreed. "They are getting very lechnical about language;
| feel they should embrace the entire culture.”

"I you have a very deep underslanding of your culture,” he added, "There will be more

inferaclion between the races. If you don't have much fo share, it kind of minimises the interac-
tion."

Last Sips

As Nojibah, Kaleena, Firdaus and Chon Wee finish up iheir cappuccinos, one thing is clear-

that they have given hones! and direct accounts of their relationships with the Singaporean
system.

And for once, they've been heard.

)l
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Help is literally just around
fhe corner for those seeking
sanctuary from the stresses
of modern life. Rachel Fang
explores the sandy beaches

and lush forests of Rawa
Islond.
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slumber by sweol  lullobles  of the whispering

Broeze and waking (o the sound ol he Hde nsing, arching and
crashing aaains! the rocks, And il s pure reliel whoen you reallse 1hat
you can indulge in such pleasures withoul having o spend thal prally
panny,

AN escape away o solitude and tranauillity o calm and rechorge
he mind, body and saul in an e of sullocaling deadlinaes and harsh
slandards is whal Rawa kand can olfer you,

Rawa s ane of sevaral slands of! the eas! coas! ol Johor neat thoe
smiall ishing lawn ol Marsing, IS 1he parfec! elreal when you nead
lime 1o slow down by Just a ractiaon and be sureunded by 1he natural
anc unadullerated beauly of lawless beaches and pristine walers. And
1118 @ sure chanae iom the usual cluttared and over developed resorls
al olher holiday slands in the region

T here s somathing quite maglcal about Being ulled nto deap

lue Paradise and the Firs! Experience

Ihe momaent you step ol the boal anla Rawa sland, you will na
lice Ihal it s Indeed a vary small Bland and has only the basics = o
comlonable hul of sulle 1o stay in, a reslaurant and a rental shack o
waler equipmen! such as diving gear, canooes and surt boards. You
miah! aven 1hink that | would ba pratly borng since il [s without jol skis
goll coursas. big boals and ol course thal fancy hatal, Bul, "II's per
lec " exclalims Melvin Wong, a 23-yaar-ald undergradualte, “You Hhink
1hare's nothing o do bul there is." he adds, "I was my liist beach np
1hat ook wilh my buddy and i was awesomae, One maming we woke
up eally andracod 1o the lop of the sland hill 1o watch the suniise and
lwas speclacularn Theis was 1his momant of silend @ Ihal was 5o serane
whon wo saw (ho fiist rays of light.”

Wilh aclivities such as canaaing, wind sutling, diving snorkeling
and sland-happing, days can starl at dawn and the sun will sel on you
belote you knoaw (1. “Thare are limes whon you ¢ an o all outl and have
fun and there are those when all you wani 1o do s lie back, relax ana
Bisalhe i the sweal smell ol 1he sea, ™ explains Joyce Palhy, G molher
whio has constantly, year alter year, revisiied the island for har lamily
relieals. "Do nol lorge! the pure pleasure of lying on Hhe soll sand and
1oking o shorn altermoon nap while you lan because withoul 1thal, ihe
hollday would nol be as complaela, ™ sha Says

As Mulvin explains, the fun and exhilaraling enargy - exhausting
hings to do withoul the need ol equipment wauld camprse somern
saulling oll Ihe jelly. explanng the caves, « Iimbing racks and diving 1o
he sea oot ™ and the relaxdng and lalid baek enargy absoibing aclivi
fes would ba, "having a dink al the boar, wali hing the sky lor shooling
slars, sholing along Iflu‘ haach, leading he lishes that swarm areund
you Ihe momaen! you've gol tood In your hands and « hatling up auls
he adds with a grin

What's around

I's cool 1o knaw whal slands thare are around 'cause than you
cantenl a cance and explore 1he closer lskands Ihouah none is ke
Rawa, " says Malvin

Unllke nearby beach resorls, Rawa s barely lou hed and 15 one of
e low iands thal has managed lo escape [he claws ol commr
clalisation

Joyce Pathy, visitor



The ather islands thal are all buill-up and full of tourists, peak-
Ing out from the South China Sea, include Pulau Tioman, known for
hundreds of activities and luxuries available to visitors; Pulau Tingai,
famous for its five-star holels; Pulau Sibu. one of the mos! popular
with divers: Pulau Besar for its kayaking and jungle trekking; Pulau
Aur with its countless dive shops and Pulau Desaru, an attraction
for galfers with its 18-hole golf course.,

There is only one way to get to the island and thal is by boat.
Bul before even planning that, your first destination should be
Mersing. To gel to this tiny fishing town, you can either drive or lake
a chartered bus, which can be arranged by the one-man opera-
lion that runs the island's head office, Mr Ong Heng Jua!l of Rawa
Salaris. Fram Mersing, you can decide on either a speedboat or a
siow boat for your inp to and fro from the island for less than RM&D.
The speedboal lakes approximately half an hour whereas the slow
boal chugs along for an hour before you reach the island. If you
are fravelling in a group, both boats can accommodate a dozen
passengers at a go, though just 1o be sure you and your compadres
gel a seal in the same boat, bookings should be made early as
the boal leaves every two hours to the island.

Rawa Salaris boasls an amray of house styles thal depends on
the area of the island you are staying at, There is the hillside where
the sludio apartments and the family suites are set against the
backdrop of the island's lush greenery, the beachfront where one
step oul the hul door sels you upon the chilled powdered sand in
the mernings. the waler front buill upon the rocks and opens up
unobstructed lo the wide expanse of the South China Sea and the
tree house built in between the beach and the hill.

T

Some of the huts are air-conditioned but if you really want to
get back to basics, the A-roof huls thal line the island’s front wil
suffice.

You will be surprised to learn that the only television and radio
on the island are in the restaurant and thus peace and quief is
ensured. "It is a relief to not hear the constant buzzing of the radio
or television; this just makes the holiday more relaxing.” claims
Joyce.

The one restaurant is the only place on the island where you
can get reasonably priced food and is open twenty-four hours a
day. You will love the fresh seafood and the variety of Western and
Asian cooking styles is always changing. Chicken a la King
calamari, steak, lamb chops and fried seafood kway teow are just
a few mouth-watering dishes that will fill your stomach before, dur-
ing or even after drinks al the bar.

There should be only one rule when packing for this free and
easy frip: light and comfy. Do not bother with shoes - simply slip en
a pair of flip-flops or sandals. Two changes of clothing will suffice
for the period of this holiday, live-in swimwear is a mus! try as that is
aclually all you need. Do not forget your swimwear. toiletries and
a little medicine kit which must have insect repellent. For added
reloxation and pleasure, a book for quiet reading while lazing in a
hammock would be perfect. And finally. don't forget the beach
rule of thumb - sunglasses and sun block.

If you snorkel and do not fancy the idea of using rented
snorkelling gear that has been used by others before, you could
bring your own. And if you are one of those to explore deep info
Ihe night. a torchlight would be great, especially when peenng
into the dark waters and calehing a glimpse of a few haormless
bpﬁ}f sharks and other sea life that only come to the surface at
night.




The best time to visit this secluded
paradise and escape the monsoon rains is
from March to Oclober. "With the pack-
age deals, it's a greal and cheap way to
gel a thrill and relox al the same time," Mr
Ong stales. "And if you're lucky. you might
just get o see dolphins as they make their
way across the sea."

For a lhree-day and two-night stay
inclusive of lodging, food and boal frips,
Ihe gelaway will cost approximately
RM400. so grab your bags and head down
now.

farmaotinn
JMe If rma w

RAWA SAFARIS ISLAND RESORT

Mersing: Tourist Cenire, 86800, Mersing,
Johor, Malaysia

Tel: (607)-799 1204, (607)-7991205,

Fax: (607)-7993848.

Online bookings can be made al
hiip://fwww.rawasfr.com/

Email: rawasfr@im.net.my

- Mr Ong Heng Juat, head of Rawa Safaris
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In this gastronomical book. Leslie Brenner celebrates Ihe stalus,
chonqé and determination within Daniel Boulud's self-nomed res-
taurant in New York City. The author, an award:winning reporler
from Los Angeles. spenl over o year lollowing each stalf member
at Ihe Daniel Boulud, detailing the inner workings of the restauran!
as the stall struggled 1o earn the coveled “Fourth Star” from New
Yark Times crilic. Willam Grimes, The sophisticoted front desk and
he elegant dining room lead us seamiessly into the fension and
chaos behind the swinging kitchen doors. A combination of !he
lobour of ifs stall, newly renovated interior and supposedly im-
proved service standords atfract Grimes 1o re-review lhe restau-
rant before the next scheduled review season armives.

Daniel Boulud and his stoff soon realise thal the faultlies not in
their food but ther guality of
service. and work on exceed-
ing the expec!alions of their
patfrons by setling ndiculous
standards for themselves. Since
putting their patrons at ease
and making them feelat home
in plush surroundings is their top
pnorily, receptionists have to
smile, literally, even when on
the phone because a caller
canactuadlly "hearasmile over
Ihe phone”.

Brenner brings herreaders
through the whole process ol
gething “The Fourth Star” wilh
her colourful recounting of 1he
squabbles in the chaolic and
explosive kilchen, together
with the meticulous
preparations of the
mouth-watering
delicacies of the
celebraled chel,
Boulud. Her exoct-
ing descriptions of |
the dishes templ |
you info hopping on
the next flight to
New York —just o ex-
perience a meal In
this four-star restou-
ranl.

Dispetibes fram Ininde
DANL BoLLyns
Celebeated New Yerk Restaneani

LESLIE BRENNER

Chen Zilin

For the cynics oul there, there's hope for happiness yel. Hilariously
entertaining New York-based writer Karen Salmansohn and arly-
farty designer Zinzell successfully combine quirky gems of wisdom
ond greal graphics in How To Be Hoppy. Dammif. Merging psy-
chology, biology. and both Eastern and Western philasophy. the
avalanche of wit and humour brings lo life otherwise boring theo-
ries, resulting in @ “bumpy. curvy. frenelic ride called life”. Dedi-
caled lo sell-discovery and self-acceplance, Salmansohn explores
the ups and downs ol life in an in-your-face. provocolive way. un-
like mos! self-help books, Cynics aside, Ihose wilh buoyant perso-
nas migh! also take joy in this read as the 44 life lessons have the
uncanny ability of taking you on a self-refleclive Irip. Having pro-
duced other bestsellers like *How To Succeed In Business Withoul A
Penis”. Salmansohn hos crealed a thankfully easy-fo-read self-help
book. And as life lesson #44 puls il. "Live now. procrastinale later".
Gel this book now. And we mean now. dammil,

Karen Kwa

= B Tracey embodies the quaiities

One more in the genre ol‘ quarler-life crsis novels, si;gnﬂy Single 15
aulhor Wendy Markham's attemp! al unglomorising the urbgn
yuppie. The problemalic protagoriistis Tracey Spandoliini, o 24-yeqr.
old who smokes, eals, drinks and loves her undesem.ng GClor-boy.
fiend way too much. Topping Tracey's loser lifestyle is the enlry-
level advertising execulive job her boss interprels as Secrelary, Alsg
adding lo herinsecurities are bes! friends Kotg. (o) bleoched-monde
American-sweethearl, and Raphael, Ihe guintessentig| gay stere-
olype. e .

Bolh annoying ond endearing is Tracey’s persitent and nave
belief that everything will turn out fine. “I'll mamy Will* she myses
"He'll become a big stage star and ['ll give Up my advertising cc-'
reer fo stay al home wilh our children.” )

Spilling over with Insecurifies,
we
i | love to hote and reflects the yn;-
' versal female dilemmas, If's tefi-
| tyingly easy to see yoursell mir-
. rored in how Tracey only wears
black for ils simming effec, how
she believes Will hos never
cheated on her and how unal-
fractive she feels when Kate struls
around in a bikini.

When Will leaves lo act for
lhe summer, Trocey decides re-in-
venlion is her only cure and be-
comes the thin. well-recd woman
she's always wanted to be, Wilh
each pound dropped, she be-
comes more confident in herself
and more dissatisfied with her life.
Not uniike life in the real
world. Tracey lakes for-
ever torealse lhe cbvious
— Ihat she’'s better off
withou! the job. without
Ihe weight and wilhoul
the boylnend. Her roule
to happiness and sell-ac-
ceplance is charmingly
engaging-in a defeclive
kind of way.

Christine Yee

Before you start reading the content of fhis book. fip it through
and take in the black and white phatography that fil the pages.
Almost perfect close-up shots of individuals and horses from the
Riding for Ihe Disabled Association of Singapore (RDA) fell the stary
of the work that is done to help Ihe disabled. Each picture pain!s @
lale. and you will gel fo meet children like nine-year old Samuel
Ho. who despite having fallen off a horse in an accident ance.
enjoys riding so much thal he's been doing it for three years. Then.
meel JP. Ihe even-tempered and good-nolured horse whose gen-
lleness s evident in the piclures. There are bite-sized write-ups 1ho!
pepper the book. making it an eosy read. The best thing aboul the
bookis how it effortlessly gives you insight into the lives of the horses
and disabled children as they interact. This is not a story about pily
for the not-so-forlunate: it is about the power and wonder of the
spinit of valunteerism and love. Produced by students from the Book
Writing & Publishing team af Ngee Ann Polytechnic's Mass Com-
municalion programme. the book fruly brings out the essence of
whal it means to do a litlle good.

Michelle Tan



Dear
Diary

~*b]

1%

Steering away from the
traditional journal,
young people have adopted
the realm of the Internet
as their confidant.
Germaine Ong speaks to
the authors of such sites.

here was a time when diaries were solely alfairs of pen
T and paper. People recorded their daily events and Iheir

innermos! feelings in hardbound journals, spiral note-
books. or cutesy. colourful booklels with cartoons on the
cover, coupled with a flimsy gold lock on Ihe side.

That was then. Diaries and journals have migraled
online en masse over the past five or so years, faking shape
in a medium tha! hos a distincl appeal and nolariely - the
blog. Short for “web log"”. a “blog" is defined by
marketingterms.com as "o frequent. chronological publica-
tion of personal thoughis and Web links". They function as
personal soapboxes on the Internet, where Iheir owners
(known as "bloggers") sound off aboul! anything that calch
their altention.

As of Augus! 2002, Newsweek estimated that there
were al least half a million blogs in existence.

Blogging goes over and above the original pur-
pose of keeping a diary, which is confined lo keeping a
written record of a person's life and thoughis. The primary
dilference is thal blogging is highly inferaclive: readers can
click onlinks thal Ihe blogger mentions, or leave commenls
at ihe blog entnes. In addilion, bloggers inleract with each
olher as well, linking and cross-linking o each others' entries
and oflen carmying on inter-blog discussions. Cliques and
communilies of bloggers are common, such thal a popular
index of Singaporean blogs and journals
(sgblogs.wonderfulremark.org) has been alfectionalely
lermed “an incesluous collection of links" by its author.



Content varies widely from one blog fo another.
Some consist of commentaries on news and current affairs
(wonderfulremark.org), while others are hobbyist or specially
blogs about personalinterests, such as a mother-to-be keep-
ing a narative of her pregnancy (anywhere-is.net/babylog).
However, ihe vast majority of blogs simply contain daily ram-
blings about loves, hates and daily life, with a convenient
comment function installed for friends and visitors to add
their two cents' worth.

Most of Singapore's bloggers fall within the 13-25
age range, though there are also bloggers in their late
twenties (dannybunny.com/dailybread.htm) and even at
least one marmied couple with matching domain names
(nickpan.com and pearlpan.com). There are more
females than males on the local blog circuit, which some
say is because males are the more relicent gender when
it comes to airing their thoughts and feelings.

An exception would be Benson Koh, 20, a compu-
ter studies diploma holder and owner of xxx.per.sg. He
wanted to “fry something fresh" after getling tired of experi-
menting with web design, and so picked up what he sees
as the prevailing Net frend among teenagers. “Perhaps they
realise the point of keeping something interesting and
memorable that they might want to look back enin future."
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Singaporean webmasters began adding blogs to
their personal sites when the Irend picked up steam in early
2001. Il was only a matter of time before the blog became
the main atiraction of any given site, compared to its origj-
nal purpose and content. One webmistress who experi-
enced this phenomenon is Priscilla Liu, 19. Her blog is the
only regularly updated section of her altractively-designed
site [pixelstars.net), which also contains surveys, quizzes and
a list of wacky facts.

Priscilla illustrates how a simple homepage can
evolve inlo an ego booster with the addition of a blog. “Yoy
know that there're people reading, and you can ask for their
commenls. When you use pen and paper 10 journal, your
only audience is the diary." Her visitors’ comments actually
make a difference to her: "When | ask for my readers' opin-
ion on something. | will take it. | don't ask just for fun." she
recounts how she recently posted an enliry about a boy-
fiend problem. An online friend offered what she felt was
good advice, which she then forwarded to her boyfriend: it
is unclear what he ihought of her unusual approach 1o solv-
ing their relationship though.

Mark Ngan's reason for maintaining a blog is sim-
ple, "ljust want an oulle! to rant.” Blogging was not high on
ihe 18-year-old polytechnic student's list of priorities when
he registered his personal domain, markism.net. His primary
use for the webspace had been to showcase his extensive
design portfolio — before he discovered blogging. "It has
helped me express my thoughts and emolions in words,” he
explains. Mark has also gleaned experiences from other
bloggers' entlries. "Before blogs, was there any way you
could listen to other peoples' points of view without having
to know them in real life2 Toke September 11 for example. |
could never have realised how the average New Yorker was
affected by Ihe tragedy, if not for their blogs."

Incredibly, bloggers can forget that privacy be-
comes an issue when Ihey publish their thoughts to the en-
tire Internet. Some are lulled into a false sense of security,
believing the Net too wide and anonymous for their blogs
to be discovered by anyone to whom they do not give their
URL. However, asimple Google search string containing the
cormrect keywords can lead parents and similar authority fig-
ures to froves of incriminating revelations.

Like many bloggers. Calherine Leck, 20. quails at the
thought of any of her tutors chancing upon her blog. *What
if they come up to me one day and say, 'Hey, | read your
blog and you were complaining about this and that.’
Wouldn't it be weird?" Although her website
(anywool.lazyjuice.comj states that it is “fondly dedicated
to [her] family and friends”, she cannol imagine her parents
laking an interest in her blog. "Being an Asian family, we
seldom communicale," she says. "It would be odd if my mum
or dad read my blog and found out what | was really think-
ing."
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Not all blogs are popular with a general audience. B o J 3
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kimberly Gordon. 18, would read a blog regularly only if it S0
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discussed topics that imelres‘ her. "Also, if the style of writing =
«« pearable enough and interesting," she said. On the other
r-mnd 19-year-old Mabel Tan only reads blogs of people she anywool
rnows personally. “Sometimes | don't have time to talk o

them over the phone or meet up. Soit's good to know what's ittty

r" L

lazyjuice.com

peen happening with them." She admils that it is easier to
read her friends’ blogs than to physically meet and calch
up with each other. /.
Despite the hazards of airing previously-private lives
in public, often with aload of dirty laundry thrown in for good
measure, blogging has already shaped the local web scene
for better or for worse. New blogs appear constantly, while
existing ones reinvent their layouts semi-regularly to further
maintain reader interest. Furthermore, the more prolific
bloggers tend to develop a sense of duty towards their

aboul pictures porticlo

velc — = ] ) 1
websites to keep their visitor counts steady. http://anywool.lazyjuice.com
“Blogging is one way to update my domain and keep visi-

tors coming." comments Priscilla. “But sometimes | just want ! :

to stop ‘cause it seems like there's really nothing to blog Bewore Of Wh 01. yOU Soy i

aboul." Should the day ever arrive when bloggers like her
get fired of ranting at an online audience, they!'ll be glad to

_ Vast and unpatrolled as the Web may be, the
know that the faithful pen and paper are always available random ramblings of bloggers may get them into
asanalfernotive. legal trouble if their blogs are found to contain
GG =) defamatory content. Defamation is defined by

H M Sﬁ W@ [ﬁ]ﬁ law.com as "the act of making untrue statements

about another which damages his/her reputa-
' tion". The law of defamation exists to protect peo-
a m @ M{EU @ﬁ ﬁ@ ple'sreputations; should defamatory statements
be made in any permanent form, such as on a
‘f’@mﬁ oy blog, the author can be charged with libel and

m]

\

Q

tfaken to court.

) ! \ When determining whether a certain statement
- Mark Ngan, blogger orwords are defamatory, the court willadopt an
— — objective point of view and also look at them in
B (9 Ve from e b [ ] context. That means that if the objective ‘rea-
S e et B TR R e T sonable man' understands them to be defama-
_ Oe==e e tory, they will be upheld as such: for example, if
a man were referred to as a ‘queen’, it would
generally be understood that he is being termed
3 a hemosexual, and certainly not @ woman of
S royal lineage.
2 Even if libellous remarks are made about a per-
% son without mentioning him specifically by name,
the author can still be sued as long as the target
of his remarks is reasonably identifiable. Whether
referring to a person by direct means such as an
IRC/ICQ nickname, or through external facts
e e Ty (“that guy who sits in front of me in class and al-
AO— - : . ways carries a blue backpack"), the author can
hitp://pearipan.com be sued as long as an ordinary person can iden-
I tify the target of the defamatory words.
| B L% Yo fpose Jous peo -

| O "B 4 L Gl | e B ) ] )
ol et e (e YR S W ol | Fortunately, the intent of defamation laws is not
A J—— 5 to curb free speech, whether on the Internet or

Workirg Life otherwise. A person cannot be successfully sued

for a fair and honest discussion, even if it results in
defamatory statements or material, as long as
there was no malicious intent. With this in mind,
you can blog about virtually anything or anyone
as long as you have no spiteful or otherwise ill
hberes infentions.
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Keeping Away
from Pre-marital

Sl 2

Pop that cherry not.
GERMAINE ONG finds
out how some are trying
to make abstinence the
'in" thing again.




that teaches no sex before maniage. Entitlied “"No Apolo-

gies: The Truth about Life, Love and Sex”. Ihis workshop was
jqunched in lale May by the Ministry of Community Development
and Sports (MCDS) and Focus on the Family, a private media and
aducational organisation that promoles "“the preservatlion of the
nome". By October. No Apologies will have visited a yet-uncon-
frmed number ol primary and secondary schools that have agreed
to host the four-hour workshop for Iheir students. who will be en-
couraged to sign a pledge of abstinence until marriage.

The concept sounds simple — perhaps overly simple forils
target audience of teenagers and young aduils aged 1310 25.In
a sociely where sexual innuendo and insiruction can be found
evenvwhere from news stands to cinemas and even on the qirwaves,
the very notion of an abstinence pledge is open fo incredulity and
a certain degree of ridicule.

“It's an exercise in futility,” comments Tai Yu Hsiang. a 22-
year-old National University of Singapore undergraduaie who
doesn't see what good a pledge would achieve. "Most of the time,
people get loid without evenintending to. Like when they're drunk.”
Nof surprisingly. the MCDS attributes the rising rate of teenage preg-
nancies and abortions to such increasingly permissive attifudes to-
ward sex before mamiage.

In his speech al the launch ceremony of No Apologies.
mr Chan Soo Sen. Minister of State for Communily Development
and Sports, highlighted that the media has adversely influenced
young peoples’ perceptions of premarital sex. He also noted that
a survey conducted by the National Youth Council in 2000 yielded
alarming responses, such as that 34 percent of 15 to 29-year-olds
surveyed believe that pre-mariial sex is acceptable as long as the
couple practises safe sex.

“It’s not too high
g standard for
young people to

achieve.,”

! bstinence. It works every time. So says a new iniliative

- Joanna Koh-Hoe, Programme
Manager of No Apologies

The question. really. is whether a lifestyle of sexual absti-
nence will be accepted by a generation that has been condi-
tioned to believe that pre-marital sex is acceptable.

No Apologies isn't solely about abstaining from pre-mari-
tal sex in order to prevent sexually fransmitted diseases (STDs) and
unplanned pregnancies; it goes deeper than the behavioural level.
Workshop facilitator Bess Lim elaborates on its agenda, "The work-
shop folks about character and values in life, more than just fright-
ening [the participants] with a lot of statistics.” The participants are
then guided to Ihink about practical reasons for abstinence, such
as to prevent having one's life goals disrupted by premalure par-
enthood or by contfracting an STD.

This approach seems to have hit home with af least some
participants. Rebecca Seow, a 20-year-old undergraduate from
the National Institute of Education, felt it was relevant of the work-
shop to have discussed the emotional consequences of pre-mari-
tal sex. "It serves as a warning... the older youths would definitely
have benefited from the discussion and the video," she said. refer-
rng to the video segment which depicted true-life accounis of
youths who regretted becoming sexually active.

Unlike sex educationin the mainstream school system, No
Apologies does nol leach or advocate confraceplive use. "Our
stand is that there is no such thing as safe sex,” says Joanna Koh-
Hoe, the programme manager of No Apologies. Classing pre-mari-
tal sex with high-risk behaviour like smoking and driving under the

influence of alcohol, she states unequivocally that no conlracep-
tive is 100 percent reliable. In addition, the No Apologies workbook
lays out facts that are typically not shown on controceplive pack-
aging: that condoms offer only minimal protection againsi herpes.
chlamydia and human papilloma virus {more commornily known as
HPV).

Chua Chor Huang. an 18-year-old Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP) student, is skeplical. “They should also teach safe sex.” she
insisis, citing her friends who had conirocted STDs from their own
boyfriends. “It's a very real situalion out there. You should always
use protection. even thoughit's not 100 percent safe. Atleast there's
a chance.”

Some ofhers take even less kindly toward the stand of No
Apologies. Nineteen-year-old NP student, Matthew Lim, does not
think much of tying youths down with a pledge of abstinence. “Fair
enough, you can abstain from sex. But | think signing a pledge is a
stupid idea." He does not see young people sticking to such along-
term commitment while in their volatile ieencge years. "How can
you confirm these things from one bloody signature?”

It appears, then, that youths may have less faith in them-
selves than the organisers of No Apologies. “It's not too high a stand-
ard for young people to achieve,” says Joanna Koh-Hoe. who
hopes to see abslinence eventually become pari of popular cul-
fure.

Mrs Jenny Ho, a homemaker and mother of four, found
No Apologies both beneficial and informative. "It gives parents an
alternative avenue to talk to their children about the birds and
bees... [children and leenagers| are exposed to these things at an
earlier age these days, through the media and the Internel,” says
Mrs Ho. whose two older daughters (aged 13 and 15) attended
the workshop. She also believes that parents should play an ongo-
ing role even after the workshop - forinstance. her family discussed
the topics af dinnertime the same day.

Ultimately., while abstinence truly “works every time", No
Apologies will probably not see an instant revolution in the prevail-
ing attitudes towards sex before marriage. So far. over fifty percent
of parficipants have gone ahead with the pledge. but the remain-
ing minority demonstrates that abstinence is indeed not the kind of
step everyone is willing to take.

“It's a calculated risk they are taking by signing the pledge.”
says Bess Lim, who acknowledges reclistically that not all workshop
participants will go ahead with the pledge. "The choice is still theirs.”
However, she says, even if they do not opt to take the pledge. the
awareness of abstinence as an option will make youths think again
about pre-marital sex and its consequences. That. in itself, marks
the beginning of change.

The Pledge

Saving Myself for Marriage
Believing in saving myself
for marriage, | make a
commitment to myself,
my family, my friends,
my future spouse and
my future children to

be sexually abstinent from
this day onward until the day
| enter a lifelong, committed,

monogamous marriage.

Extracted from p.52 from the
Participant s Workboox, No Apofogies
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The French weord for chocolate. chocolat (shock-co-loh), sound
ore s erence of an enliré

mare seductive and ye! pure. And the exp 1 rol
meal of chocolate, however can (eel olmost decadent, Il nO
sniul ol
The Courtyord al Fullerton Hotel offers a ropturous

you-con-eatl chocolate bullet. af $18+++ per person. Treat your-
self 10 the plentiful chocolate delicacies as you lci(:k_bOCk and
relax in the soothing ambience of the fight-filed atrium of the
hotel
With three hours to savour this sugar-bountfiful buffet. the
odded calfeine in the chocolate willrecharge the battered ond
overworked soul in you. Nothing will do this better than straw-
bemes delicotaly dipped in melted chocolate sauce. :

The blissful aray of chocolates also boasts the Belgium
Marguse which is a result of digestive biscuits, raisins and cher-
fies in chocolate. heavenly Chocolate Orange Sticks that com-
bine the orange and dork chocolate in a bitter-sweet affar, and
the Peanul Bulter Chocolale Mousse that mells in your mouth
so quickly, ye! allows the crispness of the crust to linger.

Other must-tries are the Chocolate Bread and Butter Pud:
ding. the Créme Brulée, the White Chocolate Mango Calamansi
in an egoshell and the Flombe Stor Anise Pineapple which wil
cerlainly be one passionale. healed offair for your sweet fongue.

This enchanting experience only happens on weekends.

The Fullerton Singapore. | Fullerfon Square, Tel: 68778129. Open
on Fndays and Saturdays 8.30pm to 11.30pm.

Debra Wong

-

Tucked adjacent to Delifrance at Bugis Junction, D'Crepes is any-
thing but small. The latest rage in fakeaway snacks, after praf-
zels and octopus balls, D'Crepes is best eaten while window-
shopping. But if you do want o sit to enjoy eating fhe crepes
while people-watching. be warned. The seating area is very im-
ited with four sets of garden furniture making the best use of the
lack of space.

Crepes are thin French pancakes with hot and cold fil-
ings. such as banana chocolate, chocolate, chemy custard and
choco-cheese. It's best eaten during tea-time. But if you think
that these crepes are from France, guess again. This outlet is the
brainchild of an Indonesian entrepreneur.

The menu of 15 crepes divided into three sections - hot
crepes, hot special crepes and cold crepes - will spoil you fer
choice, even if its price range of $2.50 — $3.80 doesn't already
entice you fo try at least one.

One of ils popular crepes is the Banana Split (33). filed
with bite-sized banana chunks and vanilla ice-cream ftopped
with chocolate syrup and whipped cream wrapped in thin crepe.
you'll feel that you've done the right thing by pampering your
self fo this deleclable freat. Another popular cold crepe s Hje
Choco Chip (33.50). Chocolate rice, vanilla ice-cream with
whipped cream and topped with a chery, this crepe is anofher
must-have especially for all those with a weakness for all things
ice-cream and chocolate.

You could also try one of their hot crepes. fhe Choco
Peanut ($2.50) - crunchy crepe spread with peanut butter and
chocolate rice - the combined taste of melted peanut bultef
and chocolafe rice just stays in your mouth and you'll feel e
peanut butter sticking to your gums. :

~ Afunand light snack for peaple on the go. don't be 1
surprised if you go down during lunchtime only fo find a lond
queue of people waiing for their furn. D' Crepes chefs o€ q”'cl
in taking your order and making them so you won't have 0¥
very long.

r.
#BI-06A Parco Bugis Junction. #81-06A. Opens Monday g;?n
urday from 11.00am to 9.300m and Sunday 11.30am 10 %

: o
Takashimaya Shopping Centre, #B2-08. Open [rom MO%:};_
Saturday 11.00am fo 9.30pm and Sunday 11.30am 10 %

MOSTUth salim



with its minimalist, orcx_nge—cnd-whhe decor, one could cerfainly
be forgiven formistaking The Squp Spoon forany one of the juice
pars or smoothie places that litter our gireels these days. But, if
there's anything that shouldn't be forgiven — pPassing up on this
restaurant knowingly would probably be fop on the |ist

Tucked away quietly in a corner of the basement of
Raffles City, The Soup Spoon immediately impressed with star-
flingly prompt service provided by a knowledgeable staff who
managed fo remain collectively calm and polite, despite a
heavy lunchtime crowd.

The crowd, however, was soon explained - good food,
economical prices and fast service do make for an enjoyable
lunch experience. The menu offered that day (which changes
every week) certainly didn't fail to please. Living up to its name
was the Velvety Mushroom Stroganoff — a thick, creamy soup
richwith mushrooms and strong herby flavour, the smooth cream
bose a perfect complement for the crunchy, textured mush-
Tooms.

However, for those turned off by cream-based Soups,
the Tangy Tomato Basil offered a good alternative. Lighter, spicier
and certainly as tangy as promised, this SouUp was marred only
by the overuse of basil, which sometimes managed to overpower
the tomato.

Unforfunately, the Boston Clam Chowder was some-
thing of a letdown. Touted as a healthier chowder, potato re-
placed cream in the soup, creating a somewhat starchy, pow-
dery texture that was not altogether pleasant. However, good
Use of pepper and a generous helping of chewy, textured clams
did help to salvage this offering.

Soups are offered either on their own ($3.50 upwards),
orin combo meals ($6.40 for gourmet soups and $5.90 for classic
soups) that include your choice of bread rolls, cookies, chips,
and a choice of salads or sandwiches. While the cookies and
chips were pretty standard fare, the salad sfood out, thanks to a
9ood selection of fresh, crisp vegetables, as did the sandwiches
= thick foccacia bread with a variety of fillings, such as turkey
ham and chicken, Also offered as a fancy alternative is the bread
bowl ($6.60) - a large toasted roll of bread hollowed out and
filed with o soup of your choice. Be warned, however — eating

'he bread bowl can be something of a challenge... and a messy
one, at that,

#B1-03 Raffle
Monday fo §

s City Shopping Centre, Tel: 6334 3220. Open from
unday 10.30am fo 9.30pm.

Aaron Lye

More than just plain eating and drinking goes on at the Extreme
Sports Cafe. As the name suggests —it is also the ground training
centre of Singapore’'s only sky-diving school. This cosy establish-
ment displays sky-diving paraphernalia from helmets to cano-
pies, and two television screens that play videos of novelty jumps
to entertain diners and jumpers alike.

The Extreme Sports Café serves deli-style meals with a per-
sonal flavour. The de rigueur sandwiches bear unconventional
names like Tortured Egg Mayonnaise and Moo-vie Star, and are
available on potato loaf ($4) and focaccia ($4.90). Pizzas are
served too, with an interesting twist. A round piece of focaccia
replaces the pizza crust, and toppings are heaped all the way
to the sides. The Pin-Up pizza ($5.90) is also wellworth a try: honey-
baked turkey, tomato, and basil sauce, all smothered with moz-
zarella and topped with a pineapple rng.

Drinks-wise, this café serves a range of both hot and cold
coffees and teas. The iced mocha with vanilla ice cream ($5.50)
is rich and yummy with a home-made feel, and comesin a huge
glass mug like the sort you would typically drink sugar cane juice
out of. And if the food is not excitement enough for your senses,
the last page of the menu invites diners fo sign up an the spot for
the “Infroductory Jump Course" at $450 for 2 jumps.

I Coleman Streel, #02-12. The Adelphi. Tel : 6337 7895. Open
from Monday to Friday 10 am to 5 pm, closed on weekends.

Germaine Ong



Josh Groban's “official" entertainment
debut was his portrayal of a college boy
that no girl wanted to date fo the prom on
Ally McBeal. Out of sympathy, Ally ends up
as his date and is swept to tears when
Groban takes the floorwith the song, You're
Still You. So mesmerising was his singing that
he was asked to appear in another
episode, at a later season of the now-
defunct show. Yet again, he impressed his
crifiques with To Where You Are. Both the
songs are part of Groban's debut album,
fitled. Josh Groban. Produced by the
mulit-Grammy winner David Foster, this
album features 13 tracks. Get this though,
six of the songs are sung in Italion. But before
you write him off as a Luciano Pavarotti or
an Andrea Bocelli wannbe, listen to fhe
songs. Grobaon's tenor voice makes Ihe first
frack Alla Luce Del Sore very listenable and
nol at all too “opera-ish". His cover of
Celine Dion and Andrea Bocelli's The Prayer
with Charlofte Church, sounds almost
mainsirearn pop. making it different and
distinct. As you listen to this olbum, you'll
find yourself humming to Ihe lracks whether
it's in Italian or English. Perfec! for a listen
after a long day.

Masturah Salim

kin Park’s debut album Hybrid Theory in hip-hop ena n
les, and you get Reanimation. Every song on this album s g e,
kin Pork track. re-titled fo suit the experimental mood of l‘?ecmimc:l'.:ngr
Crawlingis renamed Krwing. The remixes retoin most of the origingj ..

but come across gs 5 ',;."
unconvincing ofte, bzi !
stripped  of Linkin p&,:.
distinctive guitar Nooks Th3
familiar chorus of In The gy
now Enth E Nd, seems crr'?;
when reworked wilh hig hon
beats and rapping by Mg;;,f
Man. Meanwhile, the by
My<Dsmbr My December
remixed by Micky P. feotur:,-g'
Kelli Ali) sounds surprisiﬂg:,
fitting against a background of
electronic sounds. The albym's
overall departure from Linkn
Park's rap-metal style come:
across as either refreshing o
slightly unconvincing - fake
your pick.

Re-package Lin
spell the frack fit
a previous Li
forinstance,

U-metal, me.

Germaine Ong
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Linkin Park, P. 0. D.. Creed,
be found in Modern Ro

an
Default, Sugar Ray are some of rock's biggest names 1ha! €

est and

ck 2. This 18-track compilation CD features their bicd dden

égg'édecéde which they like best. From Default’s Gﬂgz': .
i ' 00 Dolls' Here is Gone, there is plenty to go 00U~ L
itl):lr?so?; ;oggs(éD, e;pect Ihe usual eordrum-blosﬁng songs such gs Kid Rock's Fc.'evfn" ':r:-"
Gorillaz. The albun rlnelul. Strangely enough though, A's Nothing sounds smi* 12
Oasis' The Hindly Timas o TIOIE SIOW rock songs with the likes of Creed's MY 027
a cross between ;:Tes andIncubus' Wish you were Here. Sugar Ray's Answer (€ #:‘; -
rock. This is on y O'T‘Id .Fa!Is Apart, while managing fo avoid sounding llke pubb E_é'
€ compilation that you'll fing yourself moving to especially wilh its hoPP=

and more cheerful frg hung”
S cks as compared to ofher compilations. Definitely for those T

o
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n case you haven'! heard the news, al, one of the UK's mos|
popular qroups, has hcmge('l their lune rom the usual
pbubblegum pop to somelhing hardly associated with boy bands
- rack MusiC, ] i ’ e 7 !
Now before you shudd.m in horrer or cry cl)ul indismay (depending
our preference for music. lonl_ly], the lads new brand of rock Is not
on »1» -ore rock ala Bon Jovior Relling Stones. Their Ihird offering, Make if
h_nll.1 ; <fill has their signalure pop lunes. Released in May Ihis year, whal
'L,;l,lolul,um has is a slronger guitar sound lo it
3 The foursome, made up of Ben Adams, Christian Ingebriglsen, Mark
d and Paul Marrazi, speak o Ilvlla_ on their new oullook,
gen pondered fora while and said, "l think il_‘s a nalural progression. We
didn't just sit around one day c‘m;l say, 'We're going o change our sound now.'
we took a year off last year and just decided fo wrile whatever came to our minds. Before, they
would give us criteria cmq they would say, ‘Wrile a song that is a little bit like this or a little bit
ike fhat.! And this time we just sat down and wrote anything. So, we wrote about 60 songs and
Ihe songs we were wiiling seems to kinda demand more guitar base fo it."

| seems like the group is anxious fo shake off the boyish tag that has often been lurking in
ihe shadows. Keen on producing a variation of sounds from their previous work, al recounts
iheir experience working with a new producer, Mike Hedges, whose previous work partnerships
include U2, Travis and Manic Street Preachers.

Said Christian, “We decided to search around for producers that [have] not really done
fhe typical, you know, stuff that we were doing before. We kinda explored and Mike picked up
ihe sound. He was originally just going to do Caught in the Middle and then he heard the rest of
the album and he actually came to us and said, ‘| wanna do the album and | would be upset
if | didn't gel to do the whole album."

Chipping in, Ben added, "We were like ‘Wow', it's areally great move for us. He's a fantas-
tic producer.”

In facl, Make it Good is rising in the charfs in the US, which is usually an impossible feat for
foreian bands, especially groups labelled “boy bands". The first single, Caught in the Middle,
has been receiving more air-time on radio stations. *The response we got from the radio station
was that for them, we represented

something that they didn't quite o ,

have -something in between. We're

not a rock band that is very, very M kl I | I T O o d
‘rocky'. We're not a boy band that is

very, very ‘pop'. We're something in

the middle and we bring in guitar- - Ry Y TE e BT
bosed o isie that erre e @, The UK bey band thathas chanmed us withiinet

ment, seems fo berare inthe States. — songs and their friendly demeanour.has faken a step
Somaybe that's our edge. And that's

whyyouknow, right nowit'sgoingre- ~ away from other boy bands to establish an identity
ally well for us," i istian. . g AL : T _
They nove o buar ehedua oroe.  that is very much theirs. Masturah Salim investigates.
hearsing in the coming months, fol-
lowed by possible tours fo the US. And Singapore? Plans are definitely in the pipeline. they
promise.

They attribute much of the success of this album to the fans. Mark shared his thoughts,
“With the fans, it has been a very interesting reaction; | mean a great response. | mean, we
were quite surprised because the first song from the third album, which is, | guess a new sound
forus . . . our big tip. | mean it was the right direction to take; it was the right decision fo make. |
mean, our initial reaction was, 'We don't want fo alienale our fans'. We have maintained a
fantastic fan base around the world . . . It was still the same . . . but making it slightly more glopql
30 everyone can enjoy them. So it actually worked out cos our fans said, ‘Well you know, 1h|s.|s
e best that you've done'. So it has worked in our favour. . . we were a liftle bit interested in
:;hg';: going fo happen but it has worked out in our favour and that's the way we want fo go,”

Id Mark,
_ Infact, their brand new sound has received great reviews from critics back in the UK as well
95 Inthe US, and even here in Singapore. Their single Make It Goodwas on Perfect 10's ‘Top 10
,Silgg!esl. for four weeks in August. And the guys are proud of it since they now have more expe-
un?ce in the studio and they have more say in what and how they want their album fo be like.
ke wherj they first appeared in the music scene.
50 while Backstreef Boys and N'Sync are busy pursuing solo moves, the guys of al are
PRy just the way they are and they are making it good for their fans here in Asia.

ReQ




assiul Home Alone and Home Alone 2under his b

g L. dires
s to bring J.K. Rowling's equally suceea recior

ssful H"’f‘r

With the hugely sUCCEss 1
Chris Columbus turns his energie

Potterseries lo life.
The second installmen
Chamber of Secretsolfersa ‘dar

undercunent of evil"

| fo a promised seven book-and-movie ¢a
ker story. filled with scarier creatures and «
occording to Columbus.

For Harry, life al Hogwarts aniy gets m
mysterious and magical. Early srange Gore
suspicious happenings like warnings of gre”‘:
danger should Harry return to Hogwaris et a
attemp! al preventing his return are fe|t H
of something peculiar taking place,

Ultimately. we discover that the school has
fallen prey fo a sinister and mysterioys fhreo;
that has Harry Potter (Daniel Radcliffe) Ron
Weasley (Rupert Grint) and Hermione Granger
(Emma Walson) in pursuit of a dark force |Urk|'n'g
in the school.

Beaulifully crafted to bring out the fantas
of the mystical world. wizardry and wilchcroflv
the intricately detailed costumes, locations, ang
settings promise the same quality of animafion
and aclion that made the first Harry Potter fiick
the second-highest grossing movie of all lime.

Immerse yourself in this fantasy world ong
you can expect surprising twisls and new
challenges for the young pupils of magic,

Opens November 16.

res the
Qdeepg,

Q|e 5|gns

Jonathan Han

The wait is over. The epic journey of Frodo Baggins (Elijah
Wood| and his trusted companion Samwise Gamgee
(Sean Aslin) to the hellish Mount Doom amidst the battle
ol Good versus Evil continues unfolding with the highly
awaited second instalment of the Lord of the Rings Irilogy
- The Two Towers.

Separated at the very end of the battle with the Uruk-
Hai—Saruman, the evilwizard's (Christopher Lee) mutilated
army of stronger and fiercer orcs - Frodo and Sam pursue
the path fo the Land of Mordor relentlessly even as their
fnendship and courage are constantly tested.

The plef thickens as the creature Gollum first tries o
steal the ring — whal he calls “my precious” - and then
offers 1o guide Frodo and Sam o Mordor.

Meanwhile. the other half of the fellowship - Aragorn
[Viggo Moriensen), Legolas (Ordando Bloom) and Gimli
[John Rhys-Davies) — pursues the Uruk-Hai to rescue Merry
[Dominic Monaghan) and Pippin (Billy Boyd). and discovers
thal a greater. more important task awaits them.

And it appears Ihat Gandalf isn't quite dead yet. But
is he human?

With the infroduction of new characlers and the old
reprising their roles, this fantasy tale with a cull following
continues to unfold and infrigue with The Two Towers.
Opens December 19.

Jonathan Han

e e v,



The IMPO! tance of Being Earnest
f Clorlscreenwriler Oliver Parker and producer Barnaby Thompson
DI& up three yeorsoHerAn.'decIHusbcndio lellyel another Wilde
leoﬁ;’ nais'dken identities, reampant fantasies, still more rampant love
IC;E"S ond some dark secrefs. _
ol fer Jack Worthing (Colin Firth), responsible guardian of the
arently innocent and extraordinarily WeCI“h»_' Cecily Cardew
Reese witherspoon). Understandably taxed t_ay his Upright country
; k hightails off fo London to work off his country blues under
the guise of Ernest—an imaainary erant brother. Whilst there he falls
inlove with ihe sophisticated Gwendolen (Frances ©'Conner) -who
refuses fo marry anyene not named Ernesl.' She's the daughter of
ihe formidable Lady Brcckenen_ (Dame Judi Dench) and cousin lo
his debonair friend. Algy_MoncneH (Rupert Everett). Algy dons the
maskof the above-mentioned Ernest and scurries off to the country
1o evade debt collectors and romance Cecily. And discovers thal
she too harbours @ secref crush on Ernest.

when Lady Brackenell, mindful of class distinctions, rejects
Jack's suif, he returns to the country with the news of his brother's
death.

Hilarious chaos, of course, ensues.

A veteran Wilde director and screenwriter, Parker hopes to bring Oscar
wilde's last play fo life in @ way the 1952 movie depiction of this play didn’t.
He mainly sticks fo the popular three-act version of the play, but also draws
inspiration from the little-known four-act versien that Wilde penned later an.

Rupert Everettand Colin Firth are obviously suited to their tasks, the former
having staredina Golden Globe-nominated role in Parker's last Wilde movie,
AnldealHusbandand the latter a seasoned period actor (Fride and Prejudice,
Shakespeare in Love). Dame Judi Dench too, not unexpectedly, sinks
gracefully into her role despite being drafted in in the last few weeks of the
choot. Surprise item American Reese Witherspoon, whose first English costume
drama thisis, adds a little shock value to the stiff upper lip as she maintains an
innocent air and proper British accent.

A little less Wilde than his last offering, Parker runs the risk of turning The
Importance of Being Earnest into something sillier, though no less enjoyable;
with his more liberalinterpretation of Wilde's work this time round.

Opens October 3
Syeda Sana Rahman
Slap Her, She's French Mr. Deeds
Teenage fiick alert. Starla Grady (Jane McGregor) is an All- Adam Sandleris Longfellow Deeds, a simple small-town pizzeria
American gilandleads an All-American life as homecoming owner. That is, until Chuck Cedar (Peter Gallagher) strides into

his life and declares him heir of a multi-
million dollar chunk of corporate
America. Soon Longfellow finds himself
safeguarding his privacy from the sexy
Babe Bennett (Winona Ryder).
producer of TV's “Inside Access” and
protecting his inherifance from the
conniving Cedar.

Opens Oct 17.

queen and head cheerleader whilst dating the star
quarterback at Splendona High School. Texas. Enter
Genevieve LePlouff (Piper Perabo), a French exchange
student, who
fhreatens to take
over all - her
friends, her
boyfriend and
even the love of
her parents. Can
Starla abandon
her blue-eyed
Innocence fo get
her life back?

Opens Oct 24,

The Guru

Introducing Ramu Gupla
(Jimi Mistry). a young
Indian dancer drawn by
the fabled lights of
Broadway only to find
himself the owner of the
dubious title of The Guru (of
sexuality). Also starring
Heather Graham and
OP. As fthey rush to court Marisa Temei and directed

e
Uing rush hour, they collide, resulting in mysterious (osses. by Shekhar Kapoar.

= .
2 ofed words and a hatred unlike any ofher. Opens Nov 7.
Pens Oct |0,

Changing Lanes

Slomue_l L. Jackson is o father
sluggling for visitation rights
‘tNh"E Ben Affleck's an eager
€90l eagle on his woy fo the




Colourful Wire Concealer

An ingenious way of tidying up the cor”ds you bring
around. This wire concealer * turn-clboql quickly c_:nd
effectively changes your messy Wires info n_eot little
knobs. This means no more fwining and turning your
wires around your devices. ! :

Made for people on the go, it's suitable for
your perpetually messy yarnball of earphones. and
headsels. This neat litte wire concealer comes in an
assoriment of rainbow colours.

$4.90. Available at 77th lreel, #04-04, Far East Plaza.

Chen Zilin

Lomo Action Sampler Clear Cam-

era

Change the way you look at leisure photography with the
Lomo Action Sampler Clear. With each click, its four lenses
capture separate frames at intervals of 0.22 seconds, and
the resulting photo shows each frame on each quadrant of
the print. Snapping a moving subject produces a sequence
of freeze-frame action shots, while taking still shots gives you
four wallet-sized copies of the same image. Also, the Lomo
uses normal 35mm film, which won't tax your shoe-string
budget. It is best used outdoors on sunny days, as it lacks a
flash function.

$69. Available at Molecule, #02-147A, Marina Square.

Germaine Ong

Tempered Glass Weighing Scale

Never underestimate this flimsy-looking glass weighing scale.
Blasted by fire and strengthened by grind, the tempered glass
has undergone more gruelling changes than your “l-swear-fo-
diet" plan itself. The unique sundial face spells a fusion of con-
temporary and medieval influences. Approximately the size pf
your average weighing machine, this glass piece sits elegantly in
any corner of the room.

$198. Available at Molecule, #02-147A. Marina Square.

Anne NG




Sony Clié Palmtop

Yef another gadget for the techno junki
nof O junk i i
20. With its pearly silver casing, this isJ S AR I b O e,

: sing, t one hand-held that you will definitely want
:g:n(fcs)sephit;s;rl?.gu:_ don 'JL{Sf ludge it by its cover. Operating on 16MB o\; main
e 'And ”? e |\Irers a high pixel (950luti0n screen that comes with backlight
o d. I5 paimtop comes with regular features such as memo pads,

endars and also an Internet launcher. The highlight however, is that it weighs
a nifty 139 grams for all the software packs. : .
$369. Available in major eleclrical stores,

Sue-Ann Woo

sony Cyber-shot U

Hitling the shelves right now are the Cyber-shot U, the latest range of user-
fiendly and affordable digital cameras from Sony. Judging from the petite
irome of these cameras, there will be minimal hassle while sSNapping your
shots. The camera weighs 87 grams and fits the size of your palm. Depending
on the location of your shoot, the Cyber-shot U can be set to accomodate
the various environments. So for example, if you want to capture nature in all
ifs glory. you can select the “vivid nature” mode. which will enhance the
greens and blues of your landscape.

$399. Available in major electrical stores.

Sue-Ann Woo

Foldable Sneakers

Talk about a functional, versatile, yet stylish and
portable pair of sport shoes. Reebok has come
up with the first-ever foldable sportswear
called Travel Trainer (TT). Made from a one-
piece upper malerial and outsole with
Reebok's patented special lightweight and du-
rable technology “3D Ultralite”, the TT provide a
convenient alternative pair of shoes for people
on the go. They weigh less than 150 grams and roll
snugly into a small ball, fitting easily info a backpack.
Available in six hip colours - white, grey. lime, navy,
orange. pink - each pair comes with a matching shoe
bag. This limited edition Reebok Travel Trainer is available
only in Asia,

$109. Available at Stadium at Ngee Ann City. Tunnel at Bugis Junc-
tion. Alternative Sports at Queensway Shopping Cenlre. Check Foot-
wear al the Heeren. and Country Sports at Far East Plaza.

Karen Kwa
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In the past decade, the Web has changed the world and the way that we v,
and live. But despite its chaotic nature, the Web is slowly becoming more Uniforp,
in appearance and content. lype sifts through the monotony and reveals somg

of what's left of the different.

www.urbanobjects.com

MOph © Cump of garbage info o piece of art? Sounds improb-
able But that & the “core cesthefic !
ramex. This porial dispiays his muliiple works of art - re-cregfions of
fmmalencl possessions. Though # may seem ke simple recyciing.
the subjectivity of modemn ort aliows this art form enough leewa)
10 1ok ‘3’;“:‘?"‘ ?: o ls :;"w: eve ‘: -d:s c.f:ri urﬂf-'e E"‘:‘ "wc:
0Q AP I IOVEL yOou ever inoug ‘g"""”"“;}f"‘:"PJS
0Oboge. think ogain ofter taking o loock ot wbon-objects.com. it
W Omost definllely change your view of
Foch and maybe even start you ona oec-
five sireck. Kraomer's an piaces of spheres
OIMDs. QOwrds ond baskets hove ol been
moulded from used wooden coffee shirers,
siree! sweeper bristies ond anything eke
he can get his hands on. This site will show
you thot insprafion & more thon enough
1o moke changes ond. yes, even o trans-
formation of rash 1o frecsure — one of those

sculptures you only see in art galleries.

Raochel Fang

www.makeoversolutions.com

Face it - how many of us have fantassed
about that hot-pink hardo or punk crew
cut but never dared to take the plunge
for fear ol etemal domnation under the
critical eyes of fashion spies? This portal
could be your saviour. A leading virfual
moke-over website, it lefs you change the
colour of your eyes ond eyewear. fry out
ol manner of cropped or eloborcte hair-
dos ond experiment with different types of
makeup. Choose from the menu of 12
modeis or scan in a personal imoge fo do a virfual makeover. You
could even fry to spice up a friend’s jaded oppearance and send
the mode-over imoge 1o her vio email. Male models are also avail-
able in the colologue for makeover. Do note that
makeoversolutions.com does not provide outrageous looks like
mohawk hairstyles or Marilyn Manson's helish makeup. Whie the
majority of us can find presentabile hairstyles to work on, the fash-
ion-savvy ones may be turned off by the less daring, out-dated
styles. Say. how cbout an aclual makeover instead?

Anne Ng

www.ducttapeguys.com

Ah. duct tape. That sticky. silver stuff works minor miracles
comes to repaiing broken items and fixing minor calgm,
the house. However, some fruly innovative people k ave e
into their hands to create new and wacky uses for the hum?-,;en it
of duct tape. iberating it from its previous sole task of sfickin e rof
together. Duct tape fashion may never be haute ¢ outure bg rstuff
photos at this site illustrate that this shiny stuff looks deCent'en the

as neckties, boots. and even formg gr“ h
attire. One particular duct tape en:h"”-‘
ast fook his obsession @ tad furfher ang Usi-
holstered his car in (guess what?) GED;
tape. Also. be inspired by how NASA hgs
used duct tape to save lives ang equi
ment while in space. such as during 'h;:
Apollo 13 mission. Our only grouse is with
the awkward navigation: we had to keep
returning to the cluttered index page in
order to switch around sections,

- =3 When it
mes Qfound

Germaine Ong

www.adbusters.org

Popular and media culture may never be
the same again, if the Adbusters Media
Foundation has its way. This site showcases
the activities intended fo incite change in
the way North Americans live and think,
including massive prank campaigns and
some of the most hilarious spoof adverfise-
ments ever made. While these medio
campaigns engage and entertain, ther
underlying message is part of Adbusters
. ) aim fo revolutionise and institute change
i the media and the materialist culture of today's world. The print
adverfisements are examples of creativity run slightly amok. These
sPoofs take nasty digs at well-known brand names such 9
McDonalds and Tommy Hilfiger. ranging from satirical to thought-
provoking. Look out for the cleverly produced ad series based o
the distinctive Absolut Vodka ads, archived under *Alcohol’ in the
concise, subject-based spoof ads index. You can also downiodd
and check out various TV and radio “uncommercials”, which 0
broadcast Qdvertisements that promote Adbusters’ campaighs
such as TV Turnoff Week and Buy Nothing Day.

Germaine Ond



"CHANGE is a form of
progression. We need to
walk out of the past and
work towards the future
and better ourselves. And
sometimes even though
the change is upon us, we
don't see it and fo notice
fhe change, it may be
necessary to see it from the
outside."

- Alex Elinghausen,
Photojournalism student

gl PSE!




Every generation needs a new revolution.

Thomds Jefferson
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