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Embarking On New Frontiers
Beyond Education
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owing seeds for the future will be

the aim of Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s

(NP) latest project after a $1.8 million
investment from the Lien Foundation (LF)
under the LE-NP Social, Environmental
& Educational Development (SEED)
Capiral Programme.

The programme will serve as a placform
for students to enhance their |c.1min‘g
opportunitics and art the same time, open
their eyes to real life experiences and
social causes.

Mrs Anna Yeow, Direcror of the Special
Projects Office, said, “I feel that it is a
very good initiative as it marries both NP’
strong focus in community service with the
goals of the Lien Foundation.”

The three-year collaboration, which was
first conceprualised in June last year, will
involve both partners in a series of activiries
and programmes run along the three fronts
of social, environmental and educational
&'{_‘\'C]l]}‘"“.'n'.

“These key areas were decided upon
based on the synergies berween the Lien
Foundation's goals and our expertise in
r,'n\"lrl)n.nu‘n[:ﬂ and warer R.'L'hl'lll]l]l:l\' :II]IJ
n of media content,”

in the produc
explained Mrs Yeow,

1 SeTiices. [Phates

Social Development
Tapping on the strong media programme
that NP offers, the School of Film &
Media Studies (FMS) has been roped in 1o
produce a variety of media products thar
will seek to raise awareness on social issues
affecting the world.

.\1{( H]]‘t I](Pll I‘l'l‘l’if. a ||,'\lurq_‘( at d]c
School of FMS, said, “In grooming media
students, it has been a good opportunity

in gerting them ourt o learn the process of

inrcr\'iu\\-ing as well as to ‘L;'!\\' them an cye-
opening experience.”

The projects, which are incorporated into
the school curriculum, will alsa provide
with the chance to back
For a starr, students from the

students

to socie
school have embarked on creating public
AWarcness [“‘\\';Ild\ El L[('u”"l .||'||d hf'l'i}‘iL'L'
campaign for the Lien Foundation.

Mrs Sng, one of the lecourers \]!(‘.irht'.ldlng
the project, mentioned that through the
programme, they have had guest lecturers,
including a journalist with
experience in writing abour special-needs
patients and a nurse who works at a hospice,
speaking in place of normal lecrures.

Based on these lectures and visits ro the
hospices, students have generated media
content ranging from documentaries to
web articles 10 radio magazines abour
the lives of these patients, caregivers and

volunteers at ||u' h(n}:ic('a.

years of

ted of b

Recalling a particular moment where
the nurse .\1\t'rkr about her job and
experience, Mrs Sng said, "It was a moving
experience for many of the students and
you could see the tears in their eyes.”

Environmental Development
On the c¢nvironmental frong, 1
together with the Lien Foundation,
will be organising the inaugural Singapore
Junior Water Prize, an annual national
competition which sees students from
various secondary schools, Junior Colleges,
Institures  of  Technical Educarion
(ITE) and Polyrechnics vying for a spot
at the prestigious Stockholm  Junior
Warer (S]WP) contest held in
Stockholm, Sweden.

Through this competition, students will
be tasked to come up with effective and
creative solutions ro tackle the water issues
and challenges faced by Singapore and also,
on a global scale.

Ms Grace Quah, Director of the
Building & Environment Division, said,
“By bringing the S|WT o Singapore, it
will i]':\par(' our young i"cu|l|c o dr\'dnp a

Prize

k\'L'l]L'[ INErSSt 1IN 155Ues LlPl\‘.L'rllill‘: water
and the environment.”

As the national organiser for the
SV NP will be responsible for
planning the contest and selecting the

best entry to represent the country in the

international competition.

Supported by the Public Utilities Board,
the competition will also showcase NP's
expertise in environmental and water
technology including the latest $5.5 million
Environmental & Water Technology
Cenwe of Innovation which seeks 1o
enhance the efficiency of local companies.

“With more young people undertaking
research projects in water and environment
issues and looking ar solutions to such
problems, we believe thar this will lead
[0 greater awareness and r::\pl)mihihr_\'
and environmental
resources are used,” explained Ms Quah.

in how our water

Educational Development
Offering a  helping hand 1o
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) countries, NP will also be
providing training  and  curriculum
advice to several educational institutions
around the region, iru'll\fin:_‘_ ) ayu
Polytechnic in Musi Banyuasin (MUBA),
South Sumatra.

.‘ipc.:king on the tie-up with .\’rk.ll\'u
Polytechnic, Mr Hassan Ahmad, Chief
Executive of Lien Aid - the regional vehicle
of the Lien Foundation - said, “Since July
2006, Lien Aid has de 'L'|u[‘1'd i :
relationship with the MUBA district
government and it has helped to link up
\\:fh NIJ

“This has
by NP to share its expertise with the
\l'l[]”'._: UF’ of []'lL' Hi.'k\“-u
Polytechnic,” he added

As carly as December this year, NP
will be sending its first team of lecturers
to the school with the aim of educaring
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Besides the trip to Indonesia, NP will
also be hosting students from  Sekayu
Polytechnic in a rwo-week
programme which will see them interacting
and \[lni\'illg tnp_uh"r \.\i:h |n\.|| \ulglrn[\'
in mid 2008,

This will also enable NP students o
berrer understand the educarional situation
in Indonesia and ger more insight into the
lives led by the students.

On the partnership, Mr Hassan added,
“NP is a good working partner. We belieye
that the tremendous support we received
from NP is due to the cnmp.u:ibﬂiq of

our objectives with thar of NP’g ]ﬂdcnhjp

and management.” M
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focus-editorial

still remember how I felt when [ was

BY A. B. RICHARD
richard. tribunefgmail.com

ith th opening of

Our\p.{u{w?}! many students

have found a new location in
campus to pursue their daily activities.

Lim Jian Teck, 20, a third-year
student from Chemical & Biomolecular
Engineering said, “I like the design of the
whole room and I find that it's much more
conducive than the library. Although it is
not as quiet, the seats and the tables are
better to work at and I like the layour of
the room.”

“1 like this place a lot. I think it's quite
comfortable and the ambience is H““d'
It's actually quite suitable for students
tw do their own stff and their school
work too. | seriously can't think of any
improvements they can make to this place,”
said Lee Jia Jun, 19, a third-year student
from Business Studies.

Mr Mui Chn‘ng Hock, Director of Estate
Management, .t(.kl]ll\'.‘ltdl:'_t\ the positive
response of OurSpace@72. “We've had
a very good from students,
They like the hip look. It's very different
from the usual study areas around Ngee
Ann Polytechnic (NP),” he said.

“The only complaint that we've received
is students getting lost in OurSpace@72.
It's so big [|1 it students lose their way
around and it’s also tough for them to name
specific  points o with  their
friends,” Mr Mui commented.

Mr Mui t.ngl..rmd zoning up \L|.'|II'.J!L
sections of OurSpace@72 and giving
these separate zones names in order o
help students with this problem. “In fact,

response

meet
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ift

iy sbigrarn
life. Ahhough I don': mwpﬁ.:':sa:dy

smoothly' When 1 need help for my
projects, I can always turn to a senior for
some tips to put me ahead of my peers.

Even big corporations, like NP, need
to rely on connections to keep their
of the two Memorandums of
Understanding (see pg.3), NP is now more
auractive to prospective students as they
can have a wider

up to go on a community service trip (see
pe:S1 to 58), both parties will benefic in
one way or another.

KEEPING UP WITH TIMES: Students can expeci facil

we are looking for students to help us
name these zones,”

Mr believed that there
should be changes to the environment of
NP to better suit the students and staff.

“We've always been rtrying to open
up places for students. The Arrium,
Convention Centre, Student Plaza, and
now QurSpace@72. Regularly there will
be changes in the environment to meet
the needs of the students and staff here,”
he said.

According to Mr Mui,

he said.
Mui strongly

there will

will be working with v
industry, and that is when the ¢
we made will come into play.
time, we will make many _
CONNECTIONS as We Progress in our career.
n?:ltghha many connections is n
e
maintaining those connections and
them strong, so they will
test of materialism and help us pul!
through difficult times.

While some may say that llﬂ'h‘
connections is not as important I make it
out to be, and thata person can always make
it big on his or her own, I can say that no
man’san island, and no marter how capable
the person is, a person with connections is
like a pupper withour strings, which will
not be able to move no marter how hard
he or she tries. @

be another installment thatr  will
open to students and staff before the
start of the Chinese New Year. At Block
52, a multi-purpose hall is scheduled to
be opcnt:d o serve its |)[jl1]:ir)' purpose of
an air-conditioned examination hall which
sears up to 200 students.

He said that the multi-purpose hall can
be booked h_\" any student d\lling non-
cxamination p-;.l"lm{ﬂ for any  activity,
provided that they have a programme
involved, for instance a fun-fair or a
Hop Night. Priority, however, would

¢ is more important is
ﬁ

Aw Cheng Wei
Shawna I"'u.:dbn_rr\
Rachel Tan Mej
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For The Campus

irSpace® 72 to be upgraded to meet their needs. [Metrss by: Staphanis Goh)

£0 [0 examinations,

He also noted that  another
development is in place. Brand new lifts
at the School of Engineering, School of
Film & Media Studies and School
of InfoComm Technology arc being
set up and the older lifts are set ©
be replaced by new high-speed ones. This is
to accommodate the current increase i
student intake.

: “Rest assured,” Mr Mui told Tribune.
‘that we are refreshing the campus
over time.” ®



Prepare Yourself:

Mr Adrian Er, a lecrurer in the School of Business
& Accountancy who had been on a couple of overscas
community service trips, shared what stdents should
prepare themselves for if they are intending to be part of
such trips.

Culture Shock

“When we went to one of the villages, one of their
cultural practices was actually 1o ear dog food and it was
considered as a welcoming feast. Before the dish was
served, many of my students were not very comfortable
with the idea.

Weather

“The weather was very hot when we were in Laos in March
last year. In fact, many team members were falling sick at
several points of the trip duc to the humidity.

Expectations

“It is best to set your expectations low, and you usually
will be pleasantly surprised when you get there, The
conditions are not as bad as you chink.”

Positivity

“One of my students worked so hard in a construction
project that she burnt herself ou. But I really appreciated
it because she pushed herself so hard to help.”

A Community Service Supplement

The inja'ueen: bo breen S2.

-__——\\
Unvusval gam{s ge-hveen

hours of the Community Involvement Programme

(CIP) cach year, I had to spend my weekends
asking for donations on the streets on Flag Days
and visit various types of homes for the aged and for
the disabled. All these times, I never felc the drive or
passion that we were supposed to have when we served
the community. I was sure | would never volunteer for
community scrvice again when | went to polytechnic.

Littde did 1 expect to be given a chance to do so last
Year o go on a once-in-a-lifetime experience 1o the
island of Nias, Indonesia, in my third year. The island
had been hir badly by the tsunami in 2004, and we were
to go and help in the setting up of a Farmers’ Training
Centre which would equip the people with useful skills
and knowledge to earn a livelihood in organic farming.

It was completely different from what | had understood
community service to be, and I managed to persuade my
mother to let me go despite the financial constraints we
were facing. It turned out to be one of the best learning
experience [ ever had in Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP).

As expected, I was greeted by extremely different living
conditions and culture when [ got off the dingy propeller
plane at the Nias airport, which was roughly the size of

In my secondary school dayl, in order to fulfill six
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An Unconventional Addiction
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three classrooms in NP,

I was thrown into the locals” way of life, and I spent 14
days living in a container room, bathing with cold warter
and lived 14 days withour any roilet paper. It was tough,
but I began to appreciate the simple things I have back
home: a constant supply of electricity, clean water and even
the mud-free cemented roads.

The construction workers that were working on the
farm were barely older than me and there were even
construction boys, who were only in their early teens. They
had to work ar such a young age because they did not have
MOoNey 1o continue st udying,

It was only then did | realise thar community service
did not just mean donating money to a good cause, but it
also meant understanding the needs of the people you are
trying to help, and understanding the life they have ro live
without our help.

I met a woman who witnessed and survived the disaster
when we were ar the coast where the tsunami hic, When
she saw the coastline recede, she alerted everyone around
her to run for high land, but she stayed where she was even
though she knew might die, as she was too attached to
her home. 1 felt for the, people, and this time, I really
wanted to do something to make a difference, no matter

51
&mﬂj@@ an editorial
by Chang Qiaolin

how small, to the lives of the people on the island that is
five times the size of Singapore, but ar least 50 years
behind our rime.

What surprised me was how contented the people
looked with their way of life, and they looked
perfectly happy and at ease with the world. Not a
single complaint abour the long walks to the dilapidared
schools, or that their television’s satellite feed is nor
working properly due to the rain. They would make the
best out of everything they had. be it the old tyres in their
front yards or simply just the rainwater that falls from
the sky.

Seeing how they live so happily without more than half
the basic necessities that I enjoy here in Singapore made
me feel guilty for making a big fuss whenever someone |
pulls our my laprop charger from the socker. t

Clichéd as it might sound, the two weeks in the remore
islind of West Sumatra has changed my perspective
towards communiry service and life. 1 have come
appreciate the beauty and the wrath of nature, and hg
we should be content with what we have instes
complaining abour the trivial chings in life all the
I haye finally come to realise, after 19 years of
comfortable life, the joys of community service.

Editor: Chang Qiaolin Sub-editors: Denise Tan, Addison Thomas Wong, Adeline Yeo Designer: Stephanie Gah

January to March 2008, Trbune, Community Sery "“S“F]ﬂ!mul s .. ,



Engineering Students Doing
Their Part For The Environment

' i : But to these spunky and
To most people, community service is about doing a good deed to benefit the less fortunate. B g
enthusiastic students from Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s School of Engineering, community service is also about saving our

environment. By JOYCE PEH.

Bag The Record, Literally

throwing away their rubbish into the correct large,

colourful recycling bins placed side-by-side at our
void decks. Or it could simply be handing over used and
unwanted clothing to the Salvation Army.

Bu that is far from what recycling means ro second-year
Quality Management & Engincering (QME)  student,
Tang Chee Hong. For the 20-year-old, recycling is going
the extra mile to highlight the importance of it to the
school. It means making a bold atrempr to break a record
to propagate the message of environmenral conservation.

For his Innovation and Enterprise (I&E) project, Chee
Hong and his second-year group mates Ng Jia Hui,
19, Ong Si Hui, 19, both from Civil & Environmental
Engineering (CEE), Eugene Ong Sia Shou, 19, from
QME, and Khong Yen Ling, 19, from Facility
Management for Business, worked with Tetra Pak, a
Swedish multinational food processing and packaging
company to ercct a nine-metre tall shopping bag made
of recycled materials last July. Their main objective
was to draw students’ attention and at the same time
promote recycling. .

The team took two months from the conceprualisation
of the idea to the eventual exhibition of their project.
On how the group came to decide on the project, Chee
Hong said, “When we were working on the project, the
National Environmental Agency (NEA) was actively
encouraging Singaporeans to conserve the environment
by bringing their own bags. So we though, why not do

I l1|:n' most people, recycling may mean consciously

something that would help create a deeper impression of
the campaign?”

The project idea was then taken up by their lecturer,
who suggested that their project could earn a record in the
Singapore Book of Records. The students did exacely that,
and sure enough, they set a new record for the ‘Largest Bag
Made of Recyclable Material” in Singapore.

Ms Foo Wei Ling, the lecturer-in-charge of the students,
said, “[The project is a] classic example of students being
able ro innovate and display their sense of enterprise. They
have put in an excellent effort to make the impossible come
true within such a short period of time.”

As the team's leader, Chee Hong said that he had
always felt an inclination towards the conservation of the
environment. His involvement in such activiries
started when he was in secondary school. “I joined the
Environmental and Life Science Club, so we did things
like planning Clean and Green Week and organising beach
clean-ups.” His networking with the manager of Tetra
Pak during his years in Regent Secondary School also
helped in the Bag The Record project.

When asked what obstacles he and his group
mates had to overcome, Chee Hong said matter-
of-factly, “The greatest challenge was to be able to
overcome ourselves. We had a lot of people coming up to
ask us why we wanted to make it such a big thing even
though the project was not gradable. Ultimarely, we feel
that this is a learning journey, and it's the experience gained
that counts.” ®

BAGGING A RECORD: The bag that won SoE students a place in the
Stngapore Book of Records. [Photo courtesy of Tang Chee Hong]

NP's Very Own Bayer Young Environmental Envoy

Tang Chee Hong, the leader of Bag the Record, then
pitched the event for the Bayer Young Environmental
Envoy competition. The competition is held yearly to
select four yourhs to represent Singapore as an envoy on a
week-long trip to Germany. Selected envoys will join other
youth delegates from 16 countries all over the world in an
event to encourage students to do their part to save the
environment,

“The competition came quite co-incidentally. 1
decided to give it a shot because of the great exposure the
programme would put me through,” said Chee Hong.

Although  Chee Hong was one of the
finalists in the competition, he was not eventually
shortlisted to visit Germany. Nevertheless, the spirited
student was awarded a certificate of appreciation for
his works and commitments, in a ceremony that was
graced by Dr Yaccob Ibrahim, Singapore's Minster

30 October last year at the

of Environment, on
Fullerton Hotel, ®

A FROGGIE AFFAIR: Team member Wang Yi Xuan getting the origami frogs
1ab place. (Phots courtesy of Tay Rul Kang]

. 3 2
52 - Community Servi ce Supplement, Tribune, January o March 2008

Over

Imagine manually folding origami frogs from fimsy
newspaper for three whole weeks. That is exactly what five
students from the School of Engincering (SoE) did for
their [&E project last July.

Second-year CEE students Tay Rui Xiang, 19, Wong
Yi Xuan, 19, Faris bin Abu Salch, 19, and second-year
Marine and Offshore Technology student Lynette Lui, 19,
form another group of SoE students who set a new record
in the Singapore Book of Records.

For them, it was for ‘Most Number of Folded Frogs'.
The group folded a total of 2,293 origami frogs which
were pasted on a canvas to produce a composite image of a
tree spanning three mewres by 2.5 metres. The title of
the montage, “Over The Hedge”, was inspired by the
movie of the same name which depicted how rapid
urbanisation was leading to the destruction of nature,

e Hedée

NP'S STUDENT
ENVIRONMENTALIST

Tang Chee Hong

[Photo courbesy & Tang Chee

Hong]

Rui Xiang, leader of the team, said, “We wanted to do
mm.clhing that can hclp educate the NP community on
the Importance of conservation of recyeling,”

Pasting more than 2,000 delicate paper frogs on 3
canvas proved to be no casy feat. The students realised at
the last minute thag they were lacking frogs and “had 1
fold more in a shor amount of time”. “Some frogs even
\I-\vj:d Itdn he sewn meticulously onto the canvas because it
i the NER o Rl Xing. who hopes 0 vk

‘1 am pleased and proud of the efforts put in by the
students u.wd.l as the of invo]\fcmenrlhcy commit
to [I&E]," said o ing Ms Foo. With two new
records set last year, Ms Foq is filled with anticipation

for projects thar
bk ool the new batch of SoF students



Three different people, 7
one common addiction

There are many things that people can be addicted to: drugs, alcohol, food, love, attention, among other things.
All of these addictions are self-centred and almost always self-destructive. But there is one addiction that is quite
the opposite. Tribune speaks to three staff from our campus about their addiction to community service.

. SPECIAL FRIENDSHIP: Mr Ong has made good friends with the people he has helped. [hots courtery of Glana sim]

Addict #1: Mr Ong Chong Kit,
Corporate Communications Officer

s he spoke, there was an unmistakable shine in his
eyes when he talked abour the less fortunate whom
e visits — disadvantaged people whom he has come
to know over the years.

Working as a Corporate Communications Officer at
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP), Mr Ong Chong Kit, 34,
already has his plate full with work commirments. But that
does not derer him from devorting his free time to care for
the less fortunate.

It all started about five years ago, when Mr Ong heard
abourt the radio station Class 95's then-adopred chariry,
the Singapore Cheshire Home,

After an interview, the home matched Mr Ong up with
a.disabled lady, Ms Eileen Tay, who had lost the use of

limbs. “Because she cannot use her limbs, she uses
a headgear to do things like make a call or type on the
computer keyboard,” explained Mr Ong.

For three years, Mr Ong has made his way down to the
home weekly to teach her art and computing. “After a few
years now, | am quite proud o say that she has progressed a
lor. Now she can surf the interner, is proficient in computer
programs and even sends me emails when I am too busy to
said a sprightly Mr Ong.

She also has a wonderful spiric which is a grear
motivating factor,” he added.

Mr Ong atrributed his driving force to his attachment to
the home and its residents. “It's the special friendship I've
built with them that keeps me going back,” he said.

Mr Ong also takes time off to turtor a l‘[ll]l,ll’!' Five boy
from the Singapore Children’s Society every fortnight. He
has also be Illn.lngi.lu_\' sponsoring a Thai Hir| who comes
from a low-income family through Worldvision for three
years and counting

An advocate for giving what you can to the community,
Mr Ong tells the people around him who are interested
in community service, “You should never feel that the less
fortunate are automatically indebted to you. Volunteering
should be done with the correct intentions, rather than
expecting to get something in return.” - JOYCE PEH

Addict #2: Mr Aaron Chua
School of Engineering, Buiiding &
Environment Division

The story about the little boy walking on the beach saving
one ﬁ[.lfﬁ\.l at a I“-”L' hil\ |!:‘(‘[1 II]lLl o (i{'.”l'l .I”Ll some
may even scoff at how clichéd it has become. The world
is a berter place because of people who are dedicared to
making a change in the world just like the litde boy, no
matrer how few or small

Tribune had the privilege to meet such a person right
here in NP. Mr Aaron Chua is a dedicated community
worker who takes students under his wing in the hope of
inspiring them to see beyond the comforts of Singapore. He
believes that it is possible to change the world by impacting
and reaching out to one person at a time. He told Tribune,
“People learn much more when they are placed in an
environment where there are challenges. Many a time, we
need to ger out of our comfort zone before we realise how
blessed we are.”

Mr Chua, a devoted lecturer from the School of
Engineering, Building & Environment division, has
been actively involved in community service, particularly
in Laos, for the last three years. Each year, he rounds up
groups of students and jets off to Vangvieng in Laos to help
in construction work, impart Information Technology
skills and reach the English language. Mr Chua has also
donated 1'.umpl|[rr.*. 1o 5C hnu!-. in Laos, lnlil[ |iln:irit.‘.\ .u:d
other communicy facilities.

His efforts and commitment in effective teaching won
him the Academic Award in Teaching in 2006 and he
oversees at Jeast cight overseas trips a year. His effort in

Lhi\ area did not K(F lll"l”[i‘\'(l a['ld won h"'ﬂ I}IC H\'\[
Community Service Award in the same year.

Passion, submission, willingness to help and a good
positive attitude is Mr Chua's list of top atributes for a
community worker. “I strongly believe that if you are a
'\\'l”in?‘ -||ld ”h\'d'{‘l“ EJK'I‘\(]“‘ someone \\']HJ ]-'1 \\'i”i]\“_" (4]
humble himself even to do the lowly tasks, you will eat the

good of the land,” he said.

He added, “I'm a strong believer of students being
able to learn much more when they can experience it. In
education, some things can be taught while athers need o
be experienced.” Mr Chua feels that you receive as much as
you give as you will benefit and take away many lessons that
will last you a lifetime. He shared his deepest satisfaction
with Tribune, “For each student’s life that is transformed,
and he or she returns with a better appreciation for life
back in Singapore, 1 would truly feel that my role is
fulfilled.” - CHARITY GOH

Addict #3: Mr Ben Tan, School of
Business & Accountancy

Facilitating student-iniriated community service projects
is easier said than done for Mr Ben Tan, a lecturer ar the
School of Business & Accountancy (BA).

The 48-year-old is mindful “of the sense of ownership
and motivation students feel that comes from building up
a project from seratch on their own”.

Constant practice with nurturing young minds might
e something to do with his wisdom. The head of BA
Community And Qutreach EndeavourS (CARES) has

GETTING HIS HANDS DIRTY: Putting the final fouches on his newly
comstrected building. [Phovs eourtury of Mr Aaron Chus]

BURSTING WITH PRIDE: Mr Ben Tan and some of the TEN TONNES winners,
[from right to left, Jason Huang fing Skeng, Lim Sue Hui Joanne, Joha Melissa
Hational Cowncil

A, and Husrg Qiong Ping.

helped to oversee the progress of an average of cight
community projects a year, comprising both student-
initiated and overseas projects, for the last two-and-a-
half yes

His pride in his students is palpable as he waxes lyrical
about the last two student-initiated projects he oversaw.
Both were smash hits. The first is Ten Tonnes, which,
with the help of over 2,000 volunteers outside of NP,
raised $28,400 and collected 108 tonnes of recyclables.
The sccond is the Keys Project, a collection of fund-
raising events, which raised $12,000 for the NP Needy
Students Fund.

Mr Tan coined the name for the community outreach
arm of the School of BA, BA CARES, when he was
its advisor.

Mr Tan’s take on communiry service is telling, colouring
the tone of his trips. The aim of all trips he has led is “to
foster relationships berween [his] students and the locals
there, and facilitate the \l'aking up process of students who
have led a sheltered life”.

“We're not here o |1|,L§;i.,'.1”:r take away all their troubles.
They ask me why these things happen,” Mr Tan says of
his students when they despair, “I'd ask them, what can
they do?”

Indeed, l|!c_~' do whartever is needed with added f‘crvuur,
he found. When Mr Tan led Serve Thailand in 2005,
he and his students had a vigorous 14 days there. They
furnished two schools with equipment, treated the local
schools’ students and adules for lice, built a small home for
a family, cooked for villagers and put on a cultural show,

Volunteering his time to NP's community work is “jusg
pare and parcel of his work”. The modest man noted,
“Young people are energetic and amazingly creative, All
you have to do is strike a spark in their bellies, give them the
opportunity to do something worthwhile, the right ea

and they will set the world on fire.” - MIHO I'WAK]

Ars.
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Diversity In G

iving To A Good Cause

To rebuild the tsunami-wrecked island of Nias in Indonesia, Ngee Ann Polytechnic can create a
consolidated programme involving all schools. ANISAH AHMAD finds out how.

SEEDS OF HOPE: Different expertise will help the FIC go further to achicue (4 aims, [Photes mutesy of Cham Gisctn)

twould be ideal to have a gamut of students of expertise
wnr]—(ini_: u:g‘ul'u;r in wmr:'lm:inl_; 0 a community
project, the Farmer's Training Centre (FTC), in Nias,
Indone:

Not long after the island was hit by the devastaring
tsunami in 2004, the FTC was set up to aid in recreari
sustainable society. In order to prepare the people of N
to stand on their own feet, Mr Lester Chew, Execu
Director of the FT'C, said, “Unlike relief aids thar le
once the money is spent, my philosophy is neither about
giving them fishes nor teaching them how to fish, but w0
help them to constantly think of fishing.”

In a speech made by Mr Chew on 19 Ocrober last year
in Ng&'(‘ Ann pn[}'[l:dir)i(. (NP), he said that it would be a
great idea if students with different expertise could assist
the FTC with the various aspects of the set up.

There have been projects that involved students from
different courses, for instance the Sabah wrip in 2006,
initiated by the School of Business & Accountancy's
(BA) community group, BA Community And
Reachout EndeavourS (BA CARES) where four Mass
Communication (MCM) students and students of various

A

dip'r\llu programmecs from the came rlnl"rr:'llc'r to finish
building a kindergarten there

However, there has never been a community service
project thar is organised with the intention of uniting the
different expertise of NP students to |14'|p an organisation
OF puUrpose.

“It is a good id
has clear macro inter-school objectives,” said Ms Joyce
'|':m|_;\ Course Manager of the School of Humanities.

The FTC aims to convert into a full-fledged polytechnic

1 if [the project] is well-coordinated and

in the coming five to 10 years. 5
The FTC currently dedicates about 70 percent of its

March

« Supplement, Tribune, January to
e Supplement, Tribur

courses to farming and the remaining 1w the Niasen
students who study ar the FI'C, covering topics like
|‘[('V('[|1i\v"' ||l',||‘|‘ carc, 1J.|\i\ q ‘Jl‘lllll‘l" |l'\'|"||'| .IJP‘! I.||r_||\|]
Language classes

The FTC
many areas needed to make this ser up progress ata quicker

needs external help in contributing 1o the

pace.
Last Seprember, 17 students and two interns from MOUM
went over to the FTC and .|\\1\|<'J n L|\ SIENINE plnlnurluu_.]

pamphlets and banners for the centre, modihed reaching

materials for the its teachers and students and plmhluﬂ a

.“'-”"'-'l‘ ol

corporate video of the FTC and video traini
farming practices. Stories and articles were also written by
the students for various local publications,

A unihed

ENCOuUra

service effort ol

community

and taken into serious consideration when

planning for the next NP-wide project

For instance, Horticulture & Landscape Management
students can offer help in the basic methods of landscaping
and agriculture at the FTC,

They can also educate farmers and students on basic rules
of thumb, methods and |L|np|r instructions to abide by for
successful and |-.<-.||Ih_\' Crops,

Ms Tang added, “Perhaps students studying for the new
|JIP|<JITI.I in Business and Social ]'Hl‘-'lp'll'-l' (BZSE) can
help the farmers [and the centre] look at marketability of
their products.”

Mr Aaron Chua, Building & Engineering (BE) Division
e
said, “I believe thar BE would be able 1o contribute in
the area of construction and water projects [such as]
building of a library, storerooms and water tanks [and)

as Trips Coordinator of the School of Engineering,

laying water pipes.”
YIng PF
However, schools are not aware of what the other schools

are doing or organising most of the time, and this might
be a likely loophale in arranging a united effors

One of the many ways to begin this initiative might bs
through circulating information among the many different
schools 1o Lc'l'p all parties in the lo

Ms Tang felt that it “would be a good unifying platform
but considerations abour sufficient resources and the
NECESSAry cxpertise have 1o be made”.

Some factors to consider would be the size of the ream

going over at any one time and the opportunitics for the
students to learn and gain experiences

Mr Chua noted, “When the location can’t cater to a big
group, there [!\|[!|\l he more ‘'watchers’ then ‘doers I'”E
for effective service learning 1o ake place, the ream should
be L:'pl \r||.||| =

I'o o p i b
i I|nlhnl||t this issue, he suggested that the project bt
FOKEN Up into ph.m-\ for different EIOups to go one

another and resume the task of, for u.ll:ll'll' I
a |||Ir.||}'

Ms Tang also brought

“ up some |\1.-.»||-|.- issues Of
time  schedules

: tor pre/ post trip activiries and the
rr'.vru'hhlp wf programme”
l[:r:-plnl.u and vast differences in schedules can affect
the aspect of teamwork and it may be difficult 1o !
together regularly, ?
espite all these i
.-|[ |[\p”{ all these ideas for a united effort, Mr Chew sa A
do not think that in ope
Therefore there must be
Said Mr Chew on wh
schools here, “NIP has
their education

visit, much can be di .
continuity in the programmes

y he chose NP out of the many
i

a very diverse and wide spectrun
[‘l‘(ll;mn”-”us ol
He added, “I'Thel FTee, oo
leaders. [ '-'!' ['The] FTC's vision is
aders. It is my very dre

because of the quality of

[to equip] and tr.ufli
am that FTC networks with
the system which NP has." ®
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New Diplomas Give Prospective Students Brighter Futures

The new 2008/2009 academic year sees three new diplomas being offered as Ngee Ann Polytechnic continues to understand
and meet industry demands.

Diploma in Business &
Social Enterprise

ART: BZ5E graduntes will be qualifiad to help the unforbunte
111 [Photn eourtesy of School of HME]

BY JASMINE GOH
jasmine.tri bune® gmail.com

andice (not her real name) is a hardworking

and cheerful server at Barista Café. She goes

about her usual chores everyday, looks you in
the eye and smiles radiantly as she takes your order.
She is also an ex-mental patient.

Barista Café is onc of many businesses that
have sprung up o help people like Candice with
rebuilding their lives. It is a joint effort of the
Institute of Mental Health (IMH) and Digniry Links
Limited, a social enterprise company.

For young people with a burning desire to help
the less forrunate, the School of Humanities (HMS)
will be offering a new diploma in Business & Social
Enterprise (BZSE), which aims to train students for a
more practical method to serve the unfortunarte.

“Our focus is on meeting social needs,” said Mrs
Choo Cheh Hoon, Director of HMS. “There is a
huge need in Singapore and worldwide for social
enterprises [which have to be set up] to provide these
people with jobs.

“You can also be direcdy involved in assisting ex-
CONvicts, drug offenders, Htruggling aing]c Mums or
cven the disabled in reducing their dependence on
welfare handours,” said Mrs Choo.

Social enterprises largely differ from chariry
companies. The new barch of social workers will
possess adequate business knowledge and ensure that
the enterprise is profitable, so as to help the employees
improve and self-sustain the business.

For example, Barista Café provides job training for
ex-mental patients to prepare them and boost their
chances of integrating into the Food & Beverage
workforce. It also |)|‘c:\'|d\'\ job placement assistance
and counselling services for its employees.

Ag‘gnnimg to the HMS website, there are currently
over 500 |1-:Jn-|lrc:|-:|[ arganisations in Singapore alone,
\'\'I]l(.hUPL'”\ U'L'n]i_'“li[lll\ room h i \.I'IL'i.‘l (_'l][L'rl)|'|\‘_':\ w
Aourish “within the community and service secror”.

“BZSE gr\nhl.ll{'\ will be able o develop effective
business models and help social enterprises reach oux
to the marginalised and disadvantaged,” stated the
Ngee Ann Polytechnic press release.

BZSE B|.:du.uu\ can become social enterprise
managers, human resource executives and marketing
communication officers in non-profit organisations or
L'U”!P.in]{.') \-“'ki"g L (+] 1[11|,‘PIU'L'L‘ ‘h‘.'jr \‘JLI:[] awareness.

Helping the unfortunate to support themselves
may provide them with a new sense of confidence and
purpose in living, “They will be able o [create and
sustain] Businesses with a Hearr,” she said. @

T
n Technology

DNGITAL AGE PIONEERS: Groowming students to be fenders of a booming
InfaCamm indiisiry, [Phots courbesy of Schaol of ICT]

BY CALVIN YANG
calvin tribunefgmail. com

tudents from the School of InfoComm

Technology (ICT) will soon be finding

themselves pioneering the Intelligene Nation
2015 (iN2015), an inidative by the InfoComm
Development Authority of Singapore (IDA), 1o
transform the island city into a global hub, powered
by InfoComm Technology.

This Master Plan, which will replace the current
“Connected Singapore” scheme, is ser to energise
the economic growth of the naton and provide
80,000 more jobs to fuel this booming industry.

Responding to the call for graduates who are
InfoComm-savvy and business-minded, the School
of ICT will be launching a new diploma in Enterprise
IT Systems (EIT) in the April 2008 semester to
meet the demands of this $45.4 billion industry.

“The demand for graduates who can combine both
technical expertise and business insight to dcsign.
manage and integrate processes for enterprises has
been on the rise.

“The new EIT course will help groom students
who can develop innovative solutions to help
companies become more gompetitive,” Mr Chang
Bin Haw, a full-time lecturer at the School of ICT,
explained.

In the first two years of study, the new diploma
course will not only equip students with strong
fundamentals, but also train them to be conversant in
IT processes and business services.

They will then spend their third year specialising
in either Banking & Finance or Healcheare, both of
which are, according to Mr Chang, “hot arcas” in the
employment market.

The School of Business & Accountancy and the
School of Health Sciences have been roped in two
coach students in the relevant specialisations.

However, Mr Chang, who is also Course Manager
for the diploma, said, “The school could also offer
other specialisations which are in demand to shorten
the learning curve and becter prepare students to
work in new industrics,”

The intake has been kept to a maximum of 60
students. Ms Lau Yi Meng, Subject Cluster Manager
for the diploma, explained, “We have to consider
factors such as the number of students taking the
‘0" Levels and the demand for such students in the
indusery.”

But with 2015 approaching and the digiral age fast
arriving, this course could be the next big thing set to
hir our campus. &

Diploma in International
Supply Chain
Management

L -
DPENING NEW DOORS: Akiost of cxreers il [SCM gradiates
[Photn ooavtesy of Corporste Communications Degartmant |

BY TIMOTHY SIM
timothy.tribuned® gmail.com

ith the new Diploma in International

Supply Chain Management (ISCM),

students can now join the logistics industry
that is brimming with job prospects.

According to the School of Engincering (SoE).
the ISCM course is meant to meet the dire need for
supply chain management professionals, who deal
with the movement of goods from the point-of-origin
to point-of-consumption in the form of |ugintir.-..

Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) is the first school to
offer such a diploma in Singapore, and 40 students
will make the pioneer barch in the upcoming semester
in April.

Mr Ng Thiam Chye, a senior lecturer in SoE, said,
“The supply chain and logistics businesses are key
pillars of trade. A new generation of supply chain
management professionals is needed to promore
Singapore as a global supply chain nerve centre
and premier integrated logistics hub.”

He added thar ISCM will boost the industry’s ralent
pool and help the local and mulrinational companics
in Singapore mect their global supply chain needs.

Lisa Yong, 20, a 2006/2007 graduate from the
Logistics Management (LMGT) from SoE, noted
that ISCM professionals are in demand.

“The supply chain sector is where most of the
company’s costs are incurred. With an effective supply
chain, it is only then that the company can save up
on unnecessary expenses. The existence of ISCM
will be awesome because most of the people doing
logistics these days will retire soon,” she said.

To drive home the importance of ISCM, the World
Bank ranked Singapore as the best logistics hub in
November 2007. The survey polled 800 operators
in the international freight sector and compiled
thr,' Logistics I’L‘ll‘ﬂl’]lldlll.'(.' [lldc.\ o g.IllgL‘ t.‘:h.'h

COUNETY 3 effectiveness.

With thar, the ISCM will span the entire spectrum
of supply chain management, including trade,
legal, security, transportation and custom brokerage
issues from an international perspective.

“Graduates will enjoy excellent carcer opportunities
as supply chain specialists who can function
effectively in an inrernational business arena.

“They will be able to pursue careers in areas such
as purchasing management, freight and shippi
business, airline and airport services, import ::5
export business, transportation management, risk:
and crisis management, maritime industry, and
logistics operations.” Mr Ng said. &

Tribune, January to March 2008 . 3 . i
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EDvance Returns In 2008

BY YE HUIQI
huigi.tribuneigmail com

ith a brand new look and a

novel theme of travel and

transit, EDvance was back for
the third time in campus to set students on
track for university studies.

The campus-wide education fair which
was held on 10 January, drew an estimared
turnout of over 2800 participants  for
respective  university presentations and
counselling sessions that were scheduled
for the event, according to Terence Tan,
24, a third-year Mass Communication
(MCM) student and chairperson of the
EDvance 2008 team.

As stated on the EDvance 2008 website,
the event is a joint collaboration by
Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) Students
Services and a group of MCM students
from the School of Film & Media Studies
who are wking the Conventions &
Exhibitions module as an elective in their
third year of study.

EDwvance 2008 aimed to provide a one-
stop platform for students to gather
information and make informed choices
about further education,

Other than the four local universities,
educational  representatives  from  the
overseas universities such as the Canadian
Education Centre Network and the United
States Education Information Centre also
conducted seminars focusing on their
academic programmes as well as the
admission criteria.

The programme gave greater insight
into university education through sharing
sessions with NP graduates who are

First Step!

pearlyn tribunegmail com

he School of Business &
Accountancy (BA) went green
in their fourth annual bazaar
“First  Step!” for a  unique social

entreprencurship experience.

Promotional billboards and educational
placards abour environmental topics like
climare change and global warming were
on display while the stall holders were
encouraged to use cardboard and other
recycled materials for their booths’ décor
to strengthen and add as much as they
could to the bazaar's theme. There was
even a group that substituted the use of
plastic bowls with coconur husks.

More than 80 stalls of student and Buki
Batok resident wvendors congregated ac

Bukit Batok interchange on 13
January for “First Step!”, where it was
games and shopping galore.  About

1,000 people turned up, with guest of
honour, Jurong Group Representation
Constituency's Parliament
Dr Ong Chit Chung gracing the event
as “'Cll.

“It's like a plafform for students to
learn practical things that are beyond
the reach of what textbooks can give,”
said Lee Xin Yi, 19, leader of the tcam
spearheading the event for their third-year
l‘.nl:n'prcn\‘uhhip in Practice module.
“It's an opportunity for them to be
their own boss and ro practise their
entreprencurship skills.

Minister of

4 - Tribune, Jamuary to March 2008

currently pursuing their swudies ar the
participating  universities. Personal
counselling sessions with the educational
representatives were also arranged for
students to address their concerns about
higher educarion.

Germaine Tay, 18, a second-
year Accounting student, said thar it
was o have all the universities
come together so as to get a rough
impression what it takes to enter the
respective schools,

We wanted to
eate an experience
where students
can draw similarity
10 an important
Juncture in

their life.

Terence Tapy'24
Third-year MCM student
Chairperson of EDvance 2008

Not only did the attendees earn Co-
Curricular  Activity (CCA) points for
their participation at EDvance 2008, they
also walked away with complimentary
goodie bags conining food and
refreshments as well as other giveaways
from external sponsors such as Gloria
Jean's and Swensen's.

Bazaar Goes Green

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PATH; Students gather around the booths at NP Comvention Centre to gain more information
about wniversity education at EDvance2008. (Picturs by; Tok i ]

Ms Annie DPoon, Students Services
Administrator (Further Studies), said that
the partnership with external sponsors
was a win-win situation for both parties,
because the students benefited from a
learning experience, and at the same
time, the corporate partners also
garnered publicity.

Due to limited resources, the students
from the EDvance team learnt how to
think out of the box to source for plans
that are suitable for the budget, Ms
Poon stated. “They also took care of
other logistics such as the planning of
the actual programme as well as setting
up of booths.”

Directional signs were set up across

GOING THE GREEN MILE: Guest of honour Dr Ong graced the cvent and supported the "Green™ theme of the bazaar

[ Picturn by: Pesrtys Hooa ]

“And because there's always a bazaar in
school, having it there wasn't fun anymore,
so we stepped out and approached Bukit
Batok Community Centre,” she said.

The BA bazaar is an enwrepreneurship
project handed down to one team each
year to take the lead. The group sought

sponsorships  from Non-Governmental
Organisations  like  the  Singapore
Environment Council and  Animal

Concerns Research & Education Sociery,
as well as Singapore Press Holdings and
Crocodile to fund their project.

n Yi and her team of five decided
to spicc up the business-driven effort
by making the theme “green” for the

first time, and one rule they implemenred
was banning the issue of plastic h.\i;s after
a purchase.

“It's the same business model,” she
said, comparing the current structure
and approach of the project with the last.
“[Ir's] just that we improved it by adding
themes like the green theme, which is really
popular.

“We wanted o showcase an
cmn.-pn-m-uri;nl spirit, to nurture and
educate the youth and residents of Bukir
Batok on environmental responsibilities,
issues, and measures to be taken in helping
the environment, and cmphssisc the
importance of being social entrepreneurs,”

campus as part of the EDwance 2008
eam'’s effort to generate interest and
publicity for the education fair.

“This year, the event took a coordinated
and synchronized theme abour mn\in’
forward,” said Terence Tan. He adde
that the collaterals such as the map
in the posters as well as the directional
signs carried off the theme of travel and
transit very well.

“We wanted 1o create an experience
where students can draw similarity w0
an important juncture in their life,
where they make important decisions
about their future which explains the
essence of this educational event”
he reasoned. @

she added. The most basic measure applied
to stall holders was thar all waste materi
had 1o be classified into plastic, cans and
papers for recycling ar the end of the day ’

Other  activities  included sp
performances by the Business Studies
students and an  environmental art
competition, where participants showed
off their creative fair using recycled
materials like buttons, newspapers and cans
o decorate recycled bags. Recycled
goodie bags were also distribured o the
public. The goodie bags, called “shoppi
survival  kits”, conmined November
issues of FiRST magazine and the
local edition of Seventeen magazine, 2
Crocodile catalog with discount voucher.
and a bottle of NEWarer.
_Goh Jun Kiat, 20, a third-year Business
Studies student and a stall-holder in
[]:I(‘ bazaar collaborated with Methodist
Girls’ School's (MGS) FernOrigin team.
to be part of the eco-friendly cause by
selling staghorn ridleyi ferns. St
ridleyi ferns are extinct in the
in Singapore but are being brought
E'E.nuk to life through rtissue cultur
FernOrigin, comprising  five MG
students, s attempting to revive othef
Prt}!'llﬁ in a similar manner.

“The proceeds from my stall will g
entirely to the MGS student venturé
which will in turn go into the culturing of
more plans,” he said. “And I'd rather us
this placform now and see how it's like in
the real world.”
 The result was whar Xin Yi intended - a1
Interactive business affair with a dose of
environmental awareness, @

—_—



campus

SoE Offers First Full-Time Degree Course

BY ELAINE WEE
elaine tribuneffgmail.com

ith the lacest two-year degree tie-
up with Newcastle University,
Daniel Lim, a second-year

Marine and Offshore Technology (MOT)
student, will be able to graduate with
a Bachelor of Engincering in Naval
Architecture with Honours by 2010.

The new course will commence in
September with a pioneer barch of
60 sclected students from Ngee Ann
Polytechnic's (NP) Diploma in MOT
and Singapore Polytechnic’s Diploma in
Marine Engincering. Most of the modules
will be delivered by Newcastle University
at both polytechnics.

NP will set up a new project lab on its
campus, at an estimated cost of $120,000,
to support the degree programme. By
June, a centre will be constructed at Block
35 to represent the Newcastle University
Singapore office.

*“The towing tank is a high-quality facilicy
for teaching, learning and project work
by students of a degree course related ro
Naval Archirecture. Without a.towing
tank, a degree programme in Naval

rchitecture  will have limirations for
dndtrtakjng meaningful and relevant
projects in the field.

“Our existing towing tank is locared
in Block 71 and is the only row rank in
Singapore. However, the block has been
:armarkcd ﬁ)f fulurs: dcvelopmenl er
other purposes. As such, we have plans
1o construct a replacement tank in Block
39. The tank will be equipped with the
carriage, load cell and state-of-the-art
data acquisition system,” revealed Mr.
Cheah Choo Lek, Deputy Director of the
Mechanical Engineering division.

Daniel, 18, had intended to head overseas
to further his studies before hearing of this
collaboration. “With this degree tie-up,
I'm now spoilt for choice. On one hand, I
could save a whole lot of cash by taking up

degree course in NP. On the other hand,
‘ could still head to overseas universities to
ain more experience,” he explained.

Students who are Singapore citizens
can apply for the Ministry of Education
(MOE) tuition grant of $15,360 per year

AN EXTRA OFTION: The mew collaboration provides lacal students with @ more convenient altermative to obtain their
degree in this field. [Pheto courtesy of Mr Cheah Choe Lak]

and pay a subsidised tuition fee of $7,100
per year. Singapore Permanent Residents
and foreign students who wish to take up
the ruition grant will pay a subsidised fee of
$7,810 and $10,650 per year respectively.
Subsidised students who are not Singapore
citizens have to fulfill a three-year
service obligation to work in Singapore
upon completion of the Polytechnic-
Foreign Specialised Institution (Poly-FSI)
degree programme.

The affordable fees will allow more
students to be able to pursue their passion
in a shorter amount of time.

“I wanted to further my education after
getting my diploma. However, due to
financial problems, I had planned to work
before pursuing my degree. Now with this
new course, [ would be able to obtain my
degree in two years, without having to work
first,” said Lim Siok Khim, 19, a third-year
student from MOT.

On 22 November last year, NP
and Newcastle University signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
to launch the Bachelor of Engineering
in Naval Architecture with Honours
in the presence of Mr Gan Kim Yong,
the Minister of State, MoE and Minister
of Manpower.

“Together, we will produce top-quality
graduarcs who will, in time, make their own
mark o propel the marine and offshore
industry to greater heights,” said Mr Chia

Mia Chiang. Principal of NP,

Professor  Ella  Rirchie, Newcastle
University's  Pro-Vice-Chancellor, also
expressed optimism about the tie-up.

“Our collaboration over the programme
in Maval Architecrure should give both NP |
and Newcastle a new international focus |
and create a partnership based on mutual |
learning and respect,” she said.

This is the first full-time degree course
in Naval Architecture to be offered in
Singaponz, and also the second dcg,rct
programme approved by the MOE's
Poly-FSI initiative. This initiative offers
degree tie-ups to create a more diverse |
tertiary education landscape and ro help |
polytechnic students get their degrees |
more easily. |

The first such degree tie-up was in
2006, which involved a collaboration |
between NP, Wheelock College and the
Regional Training and Resource Centre in
Early Childhood Care and Education for
Asia to offer the Bachelor of Science in
Early Childhood Educational Studies
and Leadership.

Previously, NP had announced its
collaboration with SPRING  Singapore
to initiate an MOT Centre of Innovation
(COI) on campus in Ocrober last year.
The COI, costing $5.5 million, will be
set up to help maritime companies develop
new and innovative products, services
and processes. 8

MOU Helps To Form Student Chapter

BY STEPHANIE GOH
stephanie tribune@gmail. com

he School of Business &
Accountancy  (BA)  will  now
benefit from a Memorandum

of Understanding (MOU) berween the
School BA and the Singapore Human
Resource Institute (SHRI) through a
Student Chapter set to promote human
resource md,r],ll_":n:l,‘l)[ o .Hll]lje“"\.

On 21 January, Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP) and SHRI signed a MOU, with
SHRI giving NP business students who are
involved in the Student Chapter access o
tllcir Vast resources on human resource
(HR) management.

Though the signing of MOUs with
SHREI is not an uncommon occurrence,
with Temasck Polytechnic as another
institute  which has collaborated with
SHRI, NP is the “first polyrechnic that
is forming a Student (:h:lptt.'r under the
MOU", according to Ms Jocelyn Soh, a
lecturer of BA and the person-in-charge

of this project. She further explained
that the aim of serting up the SHRI
Student Chapter was to form “an active
student group to look into organising
activities to enhance the skills of students
who are interested in the HR field”.

SHRI has opened its daors to NP and will
now allow students to “have accessto SHRI's
HR community portal, their resources
online, their library, their publication,
their e-letters,” said Ms Soh. These benefits
are just the tip of the iceberg with committee
members of the SHRI Student Chapter
being able to get more job opportunities
through the SHRI website as well as
receiving invitations to dialogues and
seminars conducted l‘!}o‘ SHRI on HR
management.

In addition, office bearers in the SHRI
Student Chaprers will be able w get
50 percent off a SHRI membership,
should they wish o join the institution in
the future.

However, thereare certain responsibilities
that come with running this student chaprer.
Office bearers in the committee will be
taking charge of ensuring the development

of HR in ND.

Ms Soh said, “"Studenss will look |
into organising activities that's going
to benefir students who are interested |
in HR management such as ralks and
seminars.” She added that the Student |
Chapter would also be inviting industrial
players for talks 10 help students |
interested in HR keep up with industrial
trends and changes.

She said that uliimarely, the aim of the
student chapter is to “really ro enhance
their ](mel:'gfgc, their \ll]\{tf&l.llld‘ll\g.
better prepare these people for the field
later on when they graduate”.

In regards to this collaboration between
SHRI and NP, Ms Soh felt that both
institutions will benefie. SHRI, being the
choice organisation to pair up with due
to its specialisation in HR management
and rtraining, was looking to be a big
iyrutlwr 1o various institutions.

“It [was] a win-win situation because
for NP as an educational institution we
want to map up with credible institutions
in that to give more value to our students,”
she said. &

NP Offers
'O’ Level
Subjects

BY ANISAH AHMAD
anisah.hihum‘%mai!.cnm

| s part of the Ministry of Education’s
(MOE) initiative in promoting

ands-on learning, Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) — with Temasek (TP)
and Singapore Polytechnic (SP) — will be
offering examinable Applied Subjects for
the GCE “O’ Level examinations,

In January, Express and Normal
(Academic) Secondary Three students from
eight secondary schools around Singapore
were given the privilege to opt for an
additional Applied Subject as one of their
electives, apart from Design & Technology

| and Food & Nutrition,

NP is partnering Hong Kah Secondary
School, St. Andrew's Sccondary School
and Tanglin Secondary School to offer
Fundamentals of Electronics over a two-
year course of study just like any other “O°
Level subject, under the Electronic and
Computer Engineering Division (School
of Engineering).

Said Ms Nancy Tan, Senior Manager
of the Special Projects Office, “We hope
o bring out the best, to optimize their
learning  capabilities by introducing
different learning styles.

“Polytechnic education is getting more
popular and in this way, [secondary school
students] can ger a preview of NP's applied
and practice-oriented system.”

She shared that apart from conventional
classroom  rteaching, there will be
projcct—bq.wd |t;;n‘n'u1g il\\'s&]\'ing formai
lectures, instructor-led rutorials, hands-

on  cxperiments, project  construction
and presentations.
“It's partly the appreciation of

polytechnic education,” she added.

A rigorous curriculum  comprising
120 hours of instruction time has been
planned for this pilot run, and a dedicared
lecturer will “follow them through and
monitor their progress”, while they
enjoy the various facilities in NP, such as
laboratories equipped with electronic test
and measurement instruments and printed
circuit board fabrication facilities.

A teacher from the respective partnering
schools will be present to facilitate and
“this [will be] a grear platform to share the
differing pedagogies adopted by different
lecturers”, Ms Tan added.

To encourage web-based learning and
alternative mediums, these students will
have access to NP's Mobile e-Learning
(MeL) portal 1o reach the lecturers and
have group discussions.

Despite funding from MOE and NP,
students will be required o pay a small
additional fee if taking these Applied
Subjects.

Ms Tan said, “We want [students] to be
exposed to other options in their )l.'\'(_’lldii.r_\’
school years to make a more informed
choice upon graduation.”

TP is partnering Dunman Secondary
School, Pasir Ris Secondary School and
Temasek Secondary School while SP s
partnering Fairfield Methodist Secon
School and Outram Secondary Schoaol.

These new .-\pplird Subjects will be
reflected in the students’” GCE 'O' Leyel
Examination Certificates and be recognised
for admission into junior co!lcs“ and
polytechnics. &
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A Human Touch To A Business Edg

BY SELENE YAP
e

ird-year Business Srudies (BS)

students can look forward o a

more flexible learning experience
with the introduction of two new
options, Marketing Communication and
Psychology, to meet the ever-changing
demands of the industry.

With the launch of the new options in
the 2008/2009 academic year, students
taking the Diploma in BS under the
School of Business & Accountancy will
be able to enjoy a wider selection of third-
year options,

With the introduction of the Marketing
Communication option, students can
pursue careers in the media, advertising and
public relations fields and simultancously
apply their knowledge in building
business brand value through effective
communication tools.

Catherine Lee, 19, a third-year BS
student, believed that having Psychology as
an option would raise the profile of the BS
diploma. According to the BS website, the
understanding of human behaviour and
developing analytical skills will be useful
for students who are looking to apply their
knowledge in areas such as adverrising.

Students can combine the Psychology
option with the Entreprencurship, Human
Resource Management, Marketing or
Service Management option.

Students  who  pick  Marketing
Communication can proceed to complete
a rwo-year Degree in Advertising &
Integrated Marketing Communication
(AIMC) offered under the polyrechnic
Foreign Specialised Institution  (FSI)
programme, endorsed by the Ministry
of Educarion.

Each option consists of five modules
that provide students with an in-depth
knowledge of the subject of their interest.

Ms Doreen Yeo, Academic Manager for
BS, said, “As Marketing Communication
students will explore different aspects of

Robots Come Alive

BY EUNICE KOW
eunice tribunegmail. com

obots created by the Mecharronics

Engineering (MTE) students beat

hose from over five other schools
during the Singapore Robotic Games
(SRG), which was held from & w 11
January, to clinch first place for the Sumo-
Robor Competition caregory.

The sumo-robot Robot Radical, the
grand winner for SRG, came in first in
both the Autonomous and RC Sumo-
Robor Competition.

The competition is similar to what goes
on in a sumo wrestling competition. The
first robot to push the other out of the

ring wins.

Tey Cher Fu, 20, a third-year MTE
student and part of the ream who
builc Robot Radical for their final-
year project (FYP), said that they

knew Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) had
high chances of winning as they had four
robots including Robot Radical which
made it to the finals. Out of these four,
three won prizes.

Besides Robor Radical that came in
first for both Sumo-Robot competitions,

% - Tribune, January to March 2008

MIXING MEDIA & BUSINESS: Vanessa and her beam worked together with FMS students to create Dheir media clip

“High Beat”. [Photo courtiesy of Varessa Chng|

graphic communication such as advertising
and design, [BS has] an alliance with the
School of Film & Media Studies (FMS)
to tap on the expertise of FMS lecturers.”
Three classes of BS students under the
Marketing Communicating option will be
served by EMS lecturers for four modules,
namely Media in Society, Graphic
Communication, Advertising and Public
Relations. She added that the Psychology
option will see new lecturers with experience
in the relevant industry.

According to Ms Yeo, the school evaluares
its courses every three years to review the
academic requirements needed o meet
the industry standards. The decision to
include the new options was based on
feedback given by students, praduares
and employers.

Ms Yeo said that while new options are
introduced as a result of course evaluation,
the school may decide to remove
or update certain modules based on their
popularity and relevance.

Held in conjunction with the launch of
two new options, a marketing media clip
competition, which will help introduce
their school to the public and fellow
students, was organised last December. [t
saw 23 teams of two to five students each

POWER-PACKED MINI MACHINE: Kobot Radical beat
tougher and bigger competitors to the top spot. [Phato
courtesy of Mr Chaah Chos Lek]

Robor Zeta came in second and Robot X
was fourth.

The most common trait in all the robots
were that although they were nor as bulky
or huge as others they were quick enough
to defear the others before they had the
chance to retaliate.

Mg, 21, a third-year MTE
student, one of the creators of Robort
Juicy Bug, which made it to the finals of
the competition, said, “All of us in the team
spent an entire year to create our robots
and we had o keep testing the robots
every rime we made a change so thar it
[would be] perfect when they went out

Felix

submitting video entries ranging from
songs o skirs.

This is the first time that the school is
using such publicity methods to introduce
its new options to both prospective
and current studenss. Ms Tan Lai
Wan, Assistant Academic Manager for
BS, said, “The competition is a good |
learning  experience for students to |
produce an advertising clip to market the
new options.”

The top five teams from the school of BA
collaborated with FMS students to create a
video clip using their own resources.

U

Vanessa Chng, 19, a third-year BS |
student and competition participant,
agreed, “Without the collaboration with |
FMS students, the quality of our project |
wouldn’t have been as pood. We didn't |
expect the media clip to turn out so well.”

Besides being judged on their relevance,
creativity and video quality, the entries |
of the five finalists in the media clip
comperition was posted on the Ngee Ann |
Polytechnic (NP) website for public voting. |
Visitors at the NP Open House also vorted |
for their favourite clip.

Ms Tan added that the school will
continue adopting similar practices in the |
future to raise awareness of new options. | |

In SRGH

to compete.”

These robors will be put on display at the
Alpha Centre located ar the first level of
Block 8, for the future students o use as
reference for their FYPs.

.‘\r:o:'d_ing to Mr Lim Beng Soon, senior
lecturer for the Electronics and Computer
Engineering Division, the robors, along
with four students will be sent to the Unired
States of America for the RoboGames
which will be held in June this year.

Mr Lim added that .!Hn\\'lng the students
to participate in the SRG was to let them
have a taste of what it would be like to
send their creations for competitions and
to make them berter prcpqn‘d for the
RoboGames.

The RoboGames is a global competition
which previous NP students have won
consistently since it bugan in 2004, M;r
Lim and the other lecturers from the Alpha
Centre hope that this barch of studencs
they are sending over will do NP proud
once again.

NP's other teams also won prizes in
other categories of the SRG. Robor |
Cube Box came in third for the Robot
Colony Competition and Robot Min5
won the special award for the Micromouse |
Open Competition. 8
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ust because you do not own a credi

card does not mean you cannot enjg,

the privi that come with ir. 3

is the idea behind the UWiimy,

Download, a unique privilege programme
coming to your mobile phone.

Just by downloading a wallpaper from .
zine theurbanwire.com, students and siaff
of Neee Ann Polytechnic (NP) and their
Fnenfe and family can enjoy discount
and benefits at aboutr 50 participating
merchants islandwide. i

These include Spectacle Hur, Kai, Olio,
Miss Clarity Cafe and Fabulous Tan.

Noting that mobile phones arc an
extension of youths' lives, School of Film
& Media Studies (FMS) lecturer Mr Robin
Yee came up with this idea to gain the
“mindshare, heart sharc and phone share of
the youth market”.

The lecturer-in-charge of TriMedia

| Publishing, the student x'dituriqb
consultancy which produce?
theurbanwire.com, Tribune and

magazine, also likes that this alternative i
“environmentally friendly” as no cards
have to be made.

Mr Yee added he wanted good privileges
not to be exclusive to cercain phone plans,
brands or even just Singaporeans, but
to be passed on from phone to phons,

| using the power of social networking and

viral marketing,

“However, it's best that users of the
UWrtimate Download join UrbanWire's
community to receive updates and
notifications via email,” added Aw
Cheng Wei, 19, a Publicity, Advertising

and Promotion (PAP) Specialist of
TriMedia  Publishing, which is his
graduating  20-week  Industry P-.hr:"
Project (IBP).

Cheng Wei and his fellow third-ye
Mass Communication (MCM) TriMed
tecam mates went to popular youth
hangouts such as Bugis Village, Far East
Plaza and Suntec City in search of the
right partners. '

Shawna Bradberry, 20, another PAP, said
“It was prety t;ixiﬁg at first, 1 had o gat
used to Piﬂ:hing o strangers and hﬂld'f'-g
their artention and most il11|.“‘n\1'"!:"

| © get them to say yes.” Many of the

more than 100 merchants they had
approached turned them down as they
already had existing privilege programmes
and  feared i
for themselves.

UWtimate Download was conceived
to celebrate UrbanWire's sixth birthday
and to reward irs readers
the online entertainment and lifestyke
ezine an average of rwo million hits
a month. X

_-'\r.lclinc Yeo, 19, an editor of Urban Wire.
“‘~'_“d- “UWtimate Download is the perfect
birthday gift for our readers.”

While the discounts are in place, the
launch party will only be held on 13

creating compettion

who give

{ February at Home Club ar The Riverwilk

20 P’-'DPIC Tribune surveyed said that
they will use this pri\'ik-gl‘- programme.
Yu-Chern, 19, a third-year
Bfmki“g & Financial Services swudent
said, “I' would definitely download the
wallpaper and use the r.iri\'ilcgcs. as the
stores which are participating are places
ow and Shup ar.” W
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X(:Li_t_in_g Crowds At Open House 2008

BY GRACE CHUA
Erace. tribune@gmail com

1en he heard thar a whole

Lm&up IE:F celebrities  would

€ rming, =
Nichola; Chua.Pme St. %‘auiil?:sy?:hgg
was rather impressed. He was cager to
?;dhit::r what Paul Twohill had in8 store

"‘l [hi!‘lk Paul Twohill is pretty cool and 1
think his 1;u5'_5( song on the radio was quite
a good one,” he exclaimed in excitement.
Indeed, Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) has
made a name for itself by having a list of
celebrity students, ;

The Open House, which took place
from 17 to 19 January turned out to be a
successful evenr, artracting many visitors
and prospective students. '

The three-day event, which was held
around campus, was jam-packed with
exciting activities for students to participate
in, as well as performances 1o hype the
whole experience up. :

The Open House also offered facility
tours around NI and counselling sessions
‘n give future students a better insight of

ampus life and what Singapore’s second
oldest polytechnic has to offer.

Student ambassador Marthew Zachary
Liu, 18, who was involved as a facilitator
and the emcee for one of the programme
lined wp, said, “I think this year's Open
House is quite exciting with quite a couple
of surprises thrown in and a lot of hot acts
thar students can look forward to.”

The first day kicked off with a meet-
up cum performance session with NP's
celebriries such as Singapore Idol’s Ainalists,
Daphne Khoo and Paul Twohill, and
Campus  Superstar’s  male  runner-up
Renfred Ng. Performing songs from their
newly released singles and favourite artistes,
the three campus stars wowed audiences
with their charisma and talent.

STAR-STUDDED SHOWCASE: Hong Komg hiot sensational duo, Soler was a charmer with the female audiences

[Pheture by: Gracs Chua]

Hong Kong's hot sensation rock duo,
Soler, by Y.E.S 93.3FM, was also one of
the highlights, performing several of their
hit songs.

The entertainment did not stop there,
with $-Pop HURRAY! mini concert
featuring the likes of Project Superstars and
Campus Superstars on the second day.

Visitors were even given a chance to
show off their dance moves at the Dance
Morphism hip-hop competition, organised
by NP's hip-hop group, New Revolving
Age (NRA).

eGoing Through Tests

BY YEH WEI XUAN

weixuan trbunedgmail com

ile the throngs of people at
the Open House 2008 may
have bothered some, a group of
students were more than happy with the
massive turmout. :
Nearly 30 students in three different
teams \r'yjng to manage the Cheers outlet
at the student plaza for the next academic
vear were rasked to market [\mnh:ct in
their individual teams at the Atrium.
Instead of being judged on their sales
figures, these reams will be judged r.-_nlurcl;'
on their pruf«»sinnalhrn. resourcefulness,
creativity and reamwork. :
Ms Jasmine Lee, a lecturer at the I\thul
of Business and Accountancy wh& is in-
charge of this scheme, r_'xp.Lum:d. [:I.w;_x is
to prevent st udents from bflng over 'zjn alov lt
in their activities, which nnglﬂu offend some
~citors to our Open House. :
Hs';;ol?lctail ch.xirl,cngc forms 40 percent of
judging criteria.
thﬂi:dt?(hfr 40 percent goes 0 a proposal
activities to promote
ccrease sales for the
Checrs@NP store during the rtccr:t (JE:r:
House. The remaining 20 percent goes

presenudnn. where students

Proposi-tion on
visitorship and

post-mortem :

will have to elaborate on whar they
have learnt during the rerail challenge.

This judging criterion will then determine
which two teams out of the three will ger
to manage the Cheers@NI store for the
next academic year.

Although nor all the participants would
get an opportuniry to manage the outler, it
was apparent thar the retail challenge irself
was already an invaluable experience for
them.

“I'd decided to give this a try because |
thought it was interesting — I've never tried
this kind of thing before. This challenge

reaches us how we can present and
promote our products in as creative 1 way
as possible,” said Bay Wan Ting, 17, a first-

vear Business Studies student.
" Despite  the scheme largely
enterprise-focused, Ms Lee shared thar
most of the students who joined were not
business students, but instead students
from the Schools of Engineering and Life
Sciences & Chemical Technology.

First-year Real Estate Business student
Leu Eng Chaing, 19, said, "I joined because
I wanted to prove that not only business
students can do business. Also, 1 get to
learn things from this scheme that | don’t
get to learn in my course.”

Since the Cheers@NP store’s opening in

being

October 2006, 26 students have had the

Several other activities were Build the
Strongest Bridge, Steam-powered Can
Boar Race, Electrifying Connections
and D.ART Challenge which allowed
participating students to ger hands-on
experience with several projects organised
mainly by the School of Enginecring.

The third day rounded up the Open
House with a bang, by engaging the
crowd with the non-stop exciting acts at
the Atrium.

The D] Wannabe Comperition,
organised by NI's campus radio station,

TOUGH COMPETITION: Students from the o
oy Yeh Wl Nuan]

opportunity to learn abour the workings of
a convenience store under the Cheers NP
student entrepreneurship scheme.

Apart  from having to manage the
store, these students also get to put their
entrepreneurship skills to test by organising
publicity campaigns to boost sales as well as
serting up kiosks selling food irems around
the school.

These students also had o undergo a
month-long paid training stint at various
Cheers outlets around the island during
their holidays.

Royston Lau, 19, a second-year Molecular

Radio Hearwave, invited finalists to host a
“live’ show on stage.

The excitement continued with a visit by
Zouk's resident D] Brandon mixing a short
demo ar the Atrium. NP's well-known
cheerleading team, Magnum Force, was
also at the scene, with Barracuda, showing
off their stunts.

Local bands such as Caracal, Grear Spy
Esperiment, West Grand Boulevard and
Plainsunset and several more were also
there to spice up the whole event.

Mr Ong Chong Kit, Corporate
Communications Ofhcer, said “As always,
NP always tries to add buzz and vibrancy
to the Open House. This year, we have
managed to tie up with many organisations
to make this event both informarive
and fun.”

Mr Ong added thart the cvents dehnitely
showed students what NP has to offer
if they intend to join the NP family.

“I think the events from the several
Co-Curricular Activity groups have given
students an idea abour whar they can do
when they come to NP. For the other
performances, they managed to add star
quality and appeal to the whole event,”
he said.

With the newly furnished Srudent
Lounge, OurSpace@72, located at the
second floor of the Business block, students
also had the opportuniry to get a feel of the
newest hang-ourt in NP.

Loh Yuhong, 16, from Dunearn
Secondary School, expressed interest in
Business Studies, and commented, “1
like NP because of its reputation and 1
think the people here are really friendly
and sociable.”

Hisyam Nasir, 16, from Fairheld
Methodist ~ Secondary  School,  was
impressed with the performances and the
facilities, After leaving the first day of the
Open House, he was all psyched about
being part of the campus. “I am all ready ro
sign up for NP Business Studies.” 8

To Reach The Top

nging teams prowoting their products during Open House 2005. [P

Biotechnology student, who is the ream
leader of E-wave, the current team managing
the Cheers@NP store, said, “We don't just
take on the role of retail assistants. We are
given managerial tasks and we learn how to
do stock-taking, accounting and such.”
The two winning teams, which were
announced on 24 January, impressed the
judges with their design and decoration
of the booth and the mascot respecrively
during the rerail challenge. The two
teams will be raking turns to manage
the Cheers@NP store over the next rwo
semesters in the new academic year. ®
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Money

No Enough

e o

D uring the days when Britney Spears was still
hot, the cheapest adulr bus fare was 60 cents.
Almost a decade later, it is now a minimum of
67 cents, even for journey covering three stops. Even if
you live near your school and will need to shell out only
67 cents per trip, your bus fare will amount to $40.20 per
month, as compared to $36 from before.

While this seven-cent difference may seem small to you,
it is the biggest contriburor of your rising public transport
costs. On top of this, the price of everything from movie
tickets to Delifrancé tuna croissant sandwiches have risen
considerably, the latter by a whole 17 percent from $5.05
to $5.90.

Here's the good news - if your money seems ro be
running out faster than before, this time it may not be due
to poor money management, but the trickle-down effects
of global inflation.

“Now that inflation is happening, it is increasingly
frustrating me,” said Lynn Tham, 18, a second-year
Business Studies student. She is also your everyday young
adult who indulges in chill-out nights, shopping, a nice
meal now and then and cabbing around. “Everything has
become more expensive.”

When Comfort DelGro implemented a fare hike on
17 December last year, cabbing entered the list of semi-
luxuries. The flag-down rate for its taxis has increased
by 30 cents to $2.80, while peak hour surcharges
has been raised to 35 percent of the metered fare. If you
hail a cab within the Central Business District (CBD) area
(yes, the tip to the end of Orchard Road counts) from
6 pm to 12 am, you will have to pay another $3.00, on top
of everything else.

To the horror of cab addicts, other taxi operators have
followed suit within a month. “Before the price hike, I
would travel by cab at least once a day,” said Lynn, She can
spend up to $400 a month on cab fares alone.

“But now, if | continue to cab like I used to, I can blow as
much as $50 a day just on transport. This whole inflation
business is changing my lifestyle,” she added.

Lynn is not alone in her complaints. Many young people
who are dependent on their parents’ incomes feel the
pinch too.

According to the Monetary Authority of Singapore
(MAS), inflation means “a general increase in the price
level in the economy”. Due to globalisation and the
demand for commodities in growing superpowers such as
China and India, the cost of almost everything in the world
has inevitably rose, and may continue to rise.

The government has been worrying for quite some time
now, with consumer prices rising as much as 4.2 percent
overall in 2007 compared to 2006.

8- Tribune, January to March 2008

This is most evident in the price of basic commodiries.
For example, the cost of petrol is hovering berween $2.00
and $1.90 per litre, as compared to just $1.20 a few years
ago. Whear has also risen above §515 for a bushel among
many other hikes, causing food prices to rise all over
the world.

Lau Tien Chen, 23, who has just entered the workforce
last year as an Information Technology Coordinator, is
sharing the burden of the increased cost of living with
his parents, Before he joined the workforce, he was more
willing to spend his money on drinks or on travelling,
where he splurged $800 on a three-day-three-night trip
to Bangkok.

However, now thart he is earning his own keep he is able
to comprehend the importance of inancial restraine.

“It has affected my family, in terms of daily
transportation and necessities,” said Tien Chen, “The cost
of rice for example has increased by a few dollars, which
will affect our family budger.”

“Sometimes, I would help my father cover the cost of
diesel, as his work involves a lot of driving,” said Tien
Chen. “It used to be less than $80 for a full tank, but the
price has risen 10 percent to $88. This difference can pay
for two lunches.”

Nowadays, Tien Chen has been saving up more to
ensure that he has enough just for basic needs such as
transportation and food. He hardly frequents restaurants
and would prefer to hang our ar friends’ places overnight
instead of staying out, so as to avoid the costly ride
back home. The situarion is not expected to get berter.

“Young people spend, and they already have lesser
spending power or no income to begin with,” said Vernon
Tan, 26, who had just graduated from university last year
and is now an auditor at Ernst & Young. “Thus, inflation
would have an impact on them.”

Aside from Tien Chen, students like Lynn are also
feeling the effects of a tighter budget. Despite receiving
pocket money and working part-time, she stll finds
infation a problem as both her and her parents’ incomes
have stagnated.

“As much as [people around] say the economy is getting
better, the wages are not rising as fast as how the prices of
things are rising,” said Lynn, who is gerting five dollars an
hour for a retail position. "It feels as though you have to
work the same amount or even more for the same wage
that can now buy you fewer things.”

This is why salaried workers and those with assets
carrying nominal value, such as fixed deposits in
banks, are hardest hit when inflation occurs, said
Mr Paul Ng, a lecturer at the School of Business
& Accountancy.

The cost of living is going up and
up, JASMINE GOH finds out how
young people are feeling the pinch.

lustration by Strphanic Cohl

What causes inflation?

“In a marker economy like Singapore, prices are determined
by the interaction of supply and demand in the market
place,” explained the online Economic Explorer Series by
MAS. As such, inflation occurs due to two reasons:

Supply-Side Factors

This refers to “price shocks” that may affect the supply
potential of the economy. There are basically three types
of shocks. Firstly, there are those that temporarily affect
both general prices and inflation, for example when bad
weather conditions result in the poor harvest of wheat.
Secondly, there are shocks that permanently change prices

bur has only a fleeting effect on inflation, such as wher:.

the Singapore government increased the Goods Service Ta
{(GST) for five to seven percent last year. Lastly, when a
permanent supply shock occurs and increases both pric
and the rate of inflation, it will bring about “rechnological
advancements thar will [increase] the economy’s productive
capaciry”.

Demand-side Factors

These factors occur when the demand for goods is higher
than supply due to more money being available. An
example is the current globalisation trend that has raised the
worlds spending power. A small, open economy like ours
is easily affected by overseas exports. When export orders
are up, manufacturers will have o compete to hire and
ultimarely raise wages. With higher salaries, the people will
have more money to spend and raise the demand for goods.
As such, the prices will continue to soar and we may be
caught in an endless cycle of inflation.

To learn more abour inflation, visic hiep:/fwww. mas.gov.sg/
eco_rescarch/eco_education/Econom ic_Explorer_Series.

heml

“With everything else increasing excepr salaries, it is
going to put a very big strain on the lifestyle of people
generally,” added Lynn,

For students, said Mr Ng, financial disc:iplin.c can be
achieved by curting down spending on ‘wants’ and buying
what is necessary. “[Youths can cope with inflation by]
adjusting spending and investment parterns,” said Mr Ng.
“Spend less, soas not to add to any demand-pull inflationary
pressures, If you earn a fixed income you'll find it more
painful, in the face of inflation, to spend, anyway.”

“Search wisely for the best prices for the value you are
trying to ger, and if you have substantial savings, move
more savings out of the bank and invest in inflation-proof
assets such as real property or shares,” he advised. ®

|
e




—

community

“9}ng The Lesson Outside

April. (Phota coursery of Ma Andy Oh]
L]

BY ELAINE WEE
elaine tribunefigmail com

long with the brand new year,
second-year students from
Tourism & Resort Management
(TRM) got to experience their first
on-site learning programme at the
InterContinental Hotel Singapore  on
7 January.

The curriculum included a case study
of the InterContinental Hotel for the
students o analyse, followed by a dialogue
session with Ms Evelyn Tay, Director
of Sales in Travel of the hotel, who
provided real input and information for the
case study.

Before the actual programme started, the
students also got to enjoy a buffet lunch
in the hotel to enhance their business and
dining etiquerte.

“By having the on-site learning
program in the hotel, it will place the
[School of Business & Accountancy]
in a strategic position among important
stakeholders. These companies  could
be mpped on to provide speakers
for seminars, to host students during

| site visits or for further collaborations,”

said Mr  Andy Oh, a lecturer
from TRM.

“The environment and atmosphere is
different from school, and the students
were dressed in  business actire. The
change of bringing students closer to
the real working environment had
motivated their learning  behaviour,”
he added.

Angeline Chua, 18, was one of these
who attended the programme. She was
surprised to find out that her barch
was chosen for the on-site learning
curriculum and expressed optimism about
the new programme.

“I feel thar it's a very fresh approach,
It's an unconventional way of teaching
and I think students learn better this
way. Moreover, the guest speakers from
the hotel provided very good examples
that we may not even find in our
lecture notes!

“1 think it might give us a competitive
advantage over other students in related
fields of study,” said Angeline.

Chen  Weizhi, another student who
attended the programme, found the lectures
“enjoyable and impressive”.

“It was a very different experience from

LEARNING FROM THE EXPERTS: New batches of TRM stidents can look forsward to more on-sile leartting programmes in

..and the TRM students

a normal lesson. We were all nicely dressed
in business awire and were then
introduced to two guests speakers from the
hotel to tell us more abour the travel and
hotel industry. It was really engaging as
they answered every question we posed to
them,” the 22-year-old recalled.

“This  programme  will  definitely
benefit me as I'm gerting answers and
information directly from the people
who are currently in the hotel and travel
industry. We got to know exactly how they
operate and make decisions.

“They also provided us with up-
to-date information, which [ think
is really important as the rourism
industry changes with time. We were
exposed to some of their predicrions
and forecasts within the hotel and travel
industry as well,” added Weizhi.

| I think it
.\ might give us
" a competitive
advantage over
other students in

related fields
of study. @

Angeline Chus,

Second-year studegl

Tourism & Resort Managen;
&

Mr Oh also disclosed a plan to exvend
on-site learning to students of all levels in
TRM. The programme will also be held
at the InterContinental Hotel and is
expected to commence in April.

“It  will cover rtopics ranging
Conventions & Events  Management
to Industry Project, depending on the
level of students. For example, second-
year students taking the Convention
and Events Management module will
study in greater detail how a hotel conducts
its meeting businesses.

They will also visit convention venues
near the horel. Speakers from the
Meetings, Incentives, Conventions &
Exhibitions (MICE) industry and the hogel
will be invited 1o give lectures on relevang
wpil‘!.' he revealed. W B



Parks as the organisation wanted to find
g} of “working more closely with
- NP as well as “to inject the more hands-on
skill in the [HLM] course”.

| The outdoor chassroom and learning
concept is currently exclusive o NP.
Dr Hedy Goh, Deputy Director of LSCT
'clh;me “adopt-a-park” idea is not new
ut the ‘learning park’ concept is new. It's
the first in Singapore because of the
integration of a park seming into
our curriculum.”

Now, HLM students will get to work
in the park weekly for their modules, such
as Planting and Maintenance, out
the three years of their diploma.
She added, 'W;ﬂl;zw about Fgou:mm ﬂ‘ﬁ

y comin; , an

ﬂpt:n::?abuur three mzfmu hours of

B G0 top of that, the adopiion of the park
has also meant an introduction of the
usage of Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs)
i dmngpamc]?d work.
T

0 aid in the students’ task to “build
contents ﬁnﬁll’mdﬂn o btﬁi:lpul into
software) into a courseware for
in the Pg_:k itself”. This courseware will
also benefir future gmd;;p;l;: students

be working on the
‘h"w“;'rjg,lmm;afagmgmfmmm
was a “very good project and that there
was

Mdhmssionon"‘hwmi?bf

e wid thar the Global
Positioning Sysytem (GPS)-cnabled PDAs

the use

community

“One main 'thiug for our park is that

- we cater to all ages. For ing’, we
 are catering o the ForEnr:ilimg

s for people of all ages w0 do some

leﬁ‘g or gardening, And lasely for

“Engaging, it involves the skate park with
the stage there for events.”

Mr Ng shared, “I t a lot of
the ideas [from the exhibition] were
very ing, some are quite different
from ours as these are from the younger

e. Hopefully we can be adoprin
g:oﬁgpﬁns?:nm: of these ideas Fm? ou.gr
own use.” B
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long with the brand new year,
second-year students from
§ Tourism & Resort Management

(TRM)

on-site

got to experience their first
learning  programme at  the
InterContinental  Hotel  Singapore  on

8 7 January.

The curriculum included a case study
of the InterContinental Hotel
students to analyse, followed by a dialogue
session with Ms F.\'x:|yn Tay, Direcror
of Sales in Travel of the hotel, who
provided real input and informartion for the
case study.

Before the actual programme started, the
students also gor to enjoy a buffer lunch
in the hotel to enhance their business and

for the

dining etiquette.

“By having the
program in the hotel, it will place the
[School of Business & Accountancy]
in a strategic position among important
S[ﬂ,kfl‘ﬂldfr\ -]-h.f\f.' L‘Jl"\]‘-{l‘ilﬁ\ L1jll|d
be rapped on o provide speakers
for seminars, w0 host students during
site visits or for further collaborations,”
said  Mr Oh, a lecturer
from TRM.

“The environment and atmosphere is
different from school, and the students
were dressed in  business artire. The
change of bringing students closer to

on-site  learning
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the real working environment  had
motivated their learning  behaviour,”
he added.

.J\nBc]inr Chua, 18, was one of those
who artended the programme. She was
surprised to find out that her barch
was chosen for the on-site learning
curriculum and expressed optimism about
the new programme.

“l feel thar it's a very fresh approach.
It's an unconventional way of teaching
and 1 think students learn berter this
way. Moreover, the guest speakers from
the hotel pruvidcl‘l very g{!mi i:'.\::lmple!i
that we even find in our
lecture notes!

“I think it might give us a competitive
advantage over other students in related
fields of study,” said Angeline.

Chen Weizhi, another student

may not
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“It was a very different experience from
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a normal lesson. We were all nicely dressed
in  business actire and were then
introduced to two guests speakers from the
hotel to rell us more abourt Ihl.' rravel and
hotel industry. It was really engaging as
they answered every question we posed o
them,” the 22-year-old recalled.

“This  programme will  definitely
benefit me as I'm gewing answers and
informartion directly from the }Jt.'nplt:
who are currently in the hotel and travel
industry. We got to know exactly how they
operate and make decisions.

“They also provided us with up-
to-date  information, which [ chink
is really important as the rtourism

industry changes with time. We were
exposed to some of their predicrions
and forecasts within the hotel and travel
industry as well,” added Weizhi.

I think it
might give us
a competitive
advantage over
other students in
related fields
of study.
Angeline Chua, 18
Second-year student
Tourism & Resort Management
Mr Oh also disclosed a ir],m to extend

on-site learning to students of all levels in

TRM. The programme will also be held

at the InterContinental Hotel and is
uxputlcd to commence in April.

“lt will cover  topics ranging
Conventions & Events Management

o Industry Project, depending on the
level of students. For example, second-
year students taking the Convention
and Events Management module will
study in greater derail how a hotel conducts
its meeting businesses.

They will also visit convention venues
near the hotel. Speakers from the
Meetings, Incentives, Conventions &
Exhibitions (MICE) industry and the hotel
will be invited to give lecrures on relevant
topics,” he revealed. @
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Wanted: A Friendlier Campus

Reserving a canteen seat meant for the disabled? That simple act in a crowded canteen can cause a disabled student to go

hungry. YE HUIQI reports on how two disabled students struggle to eat,

this campus.

first-year Psychology & Community Services student

navigates gingerly in his motorised wheelchair, trying
to find a table. Along with him is his 60-year-old mother
who helps buy food for him.

They have w wair for an empty table, despite clear signs
on at least two tables in the canteen that they are meant
for the disabled.

“I would love to be more independent but my hands are
too weak to hold a plate. | need support for my hands,”
said the student who suffers from Duchene Muscular
Dystrophy, a hereditary condition where muscles weaken
progressively, starting from the legs and the pelvis.

Boon Keng is not the only physically-challenged
student on campus struggling to eat a proper meal
during lunchtime.

Haridharan s/o  Jatanathan, 19, a second-year
Accounting student, moves around on crutches, as his legs
are weakened by Cerebral Palsy. He also finds it difficult
to even join the queue. “Because it's very crowded, 1 might
fall,” he said.

Haridharan said, “The tables reserved for the disabled
are often occupied during lunchtime. Sometimes, 1 walk
past the tables with my packet of food, only to find people
pretending not ro see me.”

He would rather go hungry than try 1o find a rable at
the crowded canteen.

When told of this situation, Mr Mui Cheng Hock,
Director of Estate Management (EM), said the EM
Office has been proactive in addressing the concerns of
disabled students. He added that able-bodied students
should have the social grace and be more sensitive to
the needs of the disabled.“Everyone has a duty to care
for the disabled,” he stressed.

Apart from going hungry during lunch, visiting the
library is yet another herculean fear for Haridharan. He
needs help from the librarian or his mother to get his
books from the fourth and fifth levels of the library, as he
is unable to climb the long flights of stircases leading
there. There are no lifts serving these floors.

I: is lunchtime at Canteen One. Oh Boon Keng, 17, a

The tables reserved
for the disabled are
often occupied during
lunchtime. Sometimes, 1
walk past the tables with
my packet of food, only
to find people pretending
not to see me.

Haridharan s/o J;ll.m.:th:}:\, 19
Second-year student
Accounting

Boon Keng, similarly, needs the help of the librarians
o operate the eclevator ar Block 1, which connects w
the library via a long passageway in that block. Since the
elevator only goes up to the third level of the library, the
fourth and the ffth levels are inaccessible to him.

Also, these students are often unable to board the
elevators ar Blocks 72 and 56 during rush hours.

“During peak hours, everyone squeezes into the lift and
nobody bothers to step out,” said Haridharan. Asa result,
he has to queue earlier for the lift.

f\"lu\'jng around on campus can also be pnll:lll1.l||_\'
dangerous for these disabled students. . :

For example, Boon Keng travels by the side of the road
to get 1o Block 53 for his lessons, because the kerbs at the
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visit the library and shuffle between classes on

CONSIDERATION COUNTS: Boon Keng and Haridharan fape for greafer imdeper,

faotpaths are impassible for his wheelchair to navigate.

Haridharan has also tripped over the huge gaps in the
metal drain covers, near the study area at Block 27.

The lack of railings at the staircases is also a hassle for
Haridharan, specifically those ar Blk 72 where the Co-
Curricular Activity (CCA) rooms are located. He has to
hold on to his friends, to ensure that he gets down the
stairs safely.

Rainy days are a huge strain on both students as well.
Haridharan is often left with no choice but to ger wet in
areas where there are no shelters, as he is unable to carry an
umbrella with his hands.

As a result of their physical limitations, Haridharan and
Boon Keng have to rely heavily on their caregivers on a
day-to-day basis.

To be fair, NP has done its part by extending various
initiatives to help physically-challenged students. This
includes the buggy system which helps to ferry disabled
students around campus. However, Boon Keng cannot
board it.

The School of Humaniries (HMS) has also “engaged a
group of Mechanical Engineering students to help develop
a new buggy that is accessible to the wheelchair-users”, said
Mr Glen Ng, who is Boon Keng's Advisor.

Special thoughe has also been made to schedule most of
Boon Kg'n!,_;‘s c|.1\\1:.l. “at mr!t‘k qJf\. \\'!l.iLh is !:qlliil]‘lt:d “'i[h
handicap wilets and lifts to support his movements”, Mr
Mg said

According to The Seraits Times last December, the
building law in Singapore requires new and existing
infrastructure to be of easy access to the disabled. Building
owners can tap inte government funds to build ramps
and such, but fewer than 10 buildings in Singapore have
applied for the fund since it was launched last April.

One such effort that the EM has implemented to raise
accessibility is the building of the ramp located near the
unloading bay at Canteen 1, at Boon Keng's request. In
addition, a ramp has also been built at the NP bus stop.

Meanwhile, Mr Mui continues to welcome feedback on
illll‘l(i\'illi_’\ the campus ]‘ll\d\ﬂ.'.'lpr.' for disabled _\llldL'nIL.
“We need to know exactly which are the areas that need
improvement and we will do what we can 0 work on
that,” he said.

Mrs Chandra Gopalan, a lecturer from the School of
Business & Accountancy, called for a special mentor for

EASIER ACCESS: Boon
{18 #it, IPictare by A, B Rickar

these disabled students ro look afrer their welfare,

The ex-tutor for Haridharan said,"The mentor should
undergo proper training so as to better understand and
address the physical and emotional needs thar these
students might have during their course of study.”

She also said students should be aware of the ways in
which they can help for the less physically-mobile.

The ignorance and insensitivity of the able-bodied can
sometimes make the disabled feel isolated, according to
Bryan Chan, 17, who is Boon Keng's classmate.

“We need 1o know more about the emotional aspect of
the disabled, their thoughts and feelings so as to create a
sense of belonging [among them),” he said. @



ile their peers pored over Excel sheets

and made photocopies for their bosses, Ferina

Narasya, 20, and Dian Diayana, 19, braved

bumpy road rides and muddy forest trails to get their
jobs done.

“I love 1o work outdoors. T also wanred to know what
it is like to be working out of my own comfort zone,”
said Ferina.

The two third-year Mass Communication (MCM)
students are on an unusual internship programme in Nias,
an island off West Sumatra, Indonesia.

They have chosen the road less travelled for their
Overseas Industrial Artachment Programme (OIAP),
instead of opting for the usual IAP options most of their
riends chose.

Their OIAP started on 25 September last year when
they few over with 17 other MCM students who went
there for a community service wip and will end in
carly February.

The main objective of their OIAP was to produce a
coffee table book aboutr the island, which would give
people a better idea of the culture and way of life, and also
show how the tsunami of 2004 had affected the island and
its people.

The two girls had o travel all around the island,
which is five times the size of Singapore, to interview
people and take photos of rtraditional festivals
and celebrations.

“There were things we don’t get to see in Singapore, like
beautiful beaches, sunsets and sunrises, We also snorkelled,
dived, swam and fished in the sea. 1 enjoyed it all,”
Ferina reminisced.

Dian added, “The people I interviewed and the stories I
heard gave me much insight about the island, their culture
and how they viewed life. The shots | got had so much
beauty in them. Those were pictures | could never get in
Singapore.” ;

But it was not all beautiful scenery and inspiring stories
for the two girls.

“One of the segments in the [coffectable book] is abour
death, so we had to interview a woman who saw her
husband die in front of her while he was trying to save their
daugheer. It was heart wrenching,” Ferina said.

“I learnt that the locals here are stronger than we think.
MNotwithstanding disasters, deaths and loss of loved ones,
they still have a strong faith in God and live life ro the
fullest,” Dian said.

“I love how the life is much more simple than in
Singapore, 1 love how the pn‘tr;_?!i‘ hc'rc.. being in a life
where they value family and friendship, are so much
friendlier,” she added.

THE SIMPLE LIFE: With mo toys to play
writh, the kids find joy in basic things
[Photns courtesy of Ferns Natssya]

‘The two girls have had to adjust to the lack of rechnology
on the island.

Indeed, limited internet access is only available ac
a café 10 minutes away by car from where they stay.
Telephone reception is only available on certain areas of
the farm.

“Our electricity supply gets cut off frequently because
the main generator has to rest, so we have a few electricity-
free hours every other day, and it made me realise thac
technology is really a choice and 1 can acrually live
withourt it,” Ferina said.

“However, it does affect us to a certain extent, because
we also help out in the Farmers’ Training Centre (FTC),
by designing the website and training materials, and we
need our laptops for that,” she added.

“But our free time is spent together with the staff of
the FTC and the kids living in the orphanage on the
farm. I help them with their homework and play board
games with them

“I also give some of the contractor boys, who have
no money to continue schooling, English lessons every
Monday and Friday night,” said Ferina.

“We even had hirrhnlu:\' celebrations for some of the kids,
and their faces just light up when we get together for a
simple dinner,” she added.

Ferina has grown so attached to the children ac the
orphanage that she will be adopting one of the boys, and
will be sponsoring him monthly when she returns from
her internship,

She hinted, however, that she might be staving on the
island after she graduates from Ngee Ann Polyrechnic.

“It’'s a new job apening for me, and [ would rather
[.|k¢‘ ™wWo o (h[“c }’L'.'“'.\ \!H‘ \th}‘l]l w |"]L.!.|i a P'{\i(‘(l h:’rlv'
{in Nias), rather than take a degree like my parents
want me to. There will be a mobile library service for the
children in Nias and I'm thrilled to be part of [the
project],” she said.

However, she told Tribune that nothing has been
confirmed.

“My boss and 1 are still working out the details, but if
it doesn't work out, at least | know that I've played a part
in the drawing up of the proposal for this praject,” Ferina
-l‘t‘lcd.

“I've learnt so much about myself, abour respect and
professionalism. 1 can now appreciate the beaury of the
difference in culture,” Dian said.

“It%s all about what you want and what you want to
achieve in life. At the end of the day, I will go to bed
knowing 1 love doing what I'm doing and would
love to wake up and be excited about my work,”
Ferina concluded. &
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A DECADE OF COMMUNITY SERVICE —

A student from the Class of '95 has been A n d S tll

volunteering and helping others ever since his

days in Ngee Ann Polytechnic. He tells CHERYL

HOON what keeps him giving.

any young people and young parents
Ms:op volunteering in  community service
because of rising work and family demands.

However, one particular Ngee Ann  Polytechnic
(NP) alumnus has bucked the end. Dr Ken Ong who
graduated in 1995 with a diploma in Electronic
& Computer Engincering, has proved that while
juggling work and community service is tough, it is not
mission impossible.

According to the 32-year-old full-time research
engineer at the Singapore Science Park, it is all about
empowerment and time management. “You take some
here, and you give some there. There is nothing such as the
best of both worlds,” he said.

Dr Ong has been volunteering for more than 10 years
ever since his student days in NP. What kepr his passion
going was simple: joy on the faces of the people he helped,
knowing that he had made a positive difference in the
lives of others.

After his polytechnic education, Dr Ong furthered his
studies in United Kingdom's University of Edinburgh
and graduated with a Bachelor of Engineering (B.Eng.).
Subsequently, he achieved a Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD)} in Digital Communications from the School of
Engineering and Electronics.

During his busy school days, Dr Ong still managed ro
take time out for community service. The PhD holder
contributed mainly at a representation level such as at
international community service-related conferences.

Dr Ong noted that Co-Curricular Points were not
awarded during his days, unlike how they are doled our
Now.

“There will definitely be some students who do
community service for the points, but hopefully, it is not
many of them. Youths must see the meaning and bigger
picture of doing their part for the ecommunity, and have a
good mentor and role model,” he said.

His active efforts in volunteerism have been recognised
too. Appointed chairperson of cthe National Youth
Achievement Award (NYAA) Gold Award Holders'
Alumni (GAHA) in 2003, Dr Ong has taken an extra step
by inspiring many youths to rake up community service.

As chairperson, he has organised and led many
youths in community service projects both overseas
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and locally,

Mr Si Thu Hein, a 26-year-old Myanmese delegate in
an Association of SouthEast Asia Nation (ASEAN) Youth
Community Preject to Cambodia, said thar Dr Ong
inspired him greatly during the wip.

“Ken and the other leaders were constantly there o
encourage us. He set a very good example for both the
leaders and the participants, Furthermore, 1 could rell thar
he was very meticulous in planning for the trip. Ken really
carned my respect,” he said.

Another youth who participated in the same project,
Ms Adeline Tan, 20, a first-year Singapore Management
University (SMU) swudent, added thar Dr Ong's
professionalism and sincerity was what made her look
up to him.

“He has a very serious atritude towards helping others.
Although he is very knowledgeable, he is humble. Ken is
very sincere in helping the poor and spreading his love and
knowledge for community service,” she explained.

The ASEAN Youth Community Project is nor
the only project Dr Ong  has organised. Other

] Going Strong

10 YEARS OF SERVICE: (Clockuwise
from left) Dy Ong's ASEAN Youth
Community Project to Cambodia team
posing for a picture during their rest
and rececation (RER ) time; Dr Ong
posing with his sushi at @ post- ASEAN
Vouth Community Project to Cambodia
gathering: Dr Ong briefing some of his
members in the dilapidated Wat Kok
High Sehool in Canbodia; [Phots courtesy
ef Samuel Les snd Eharp Hoon]

projects include “Kampong Lor Buang Kok", a

partnership  with NP which  helped the people
living in a kampong stricken by floods, and “More
thin  Words”, a project that increases youtk

elderly inceractions through the teaching of dialccts.

Despite the heavy workload and responsibility, Dr
Ong enjoyed his role as chairperson of NYAA GAHA.
The organisation provides a placform for 15 Gold
Award  holders  t0  continue contributing o
the community.

It also works closely with other organisations 1o
spearhead youth initiatives and encourage a spiric for the
community among young Singaporeans, Dr Ong has since
handed over his position last Ocrober to deputy chairman,
Mr Terence Chia, after four years of service as “the new
team [of leaders] is ready”,

On how community service has benefited him, Dr Ong
wrned contemplative, and said, “Community service has
allowed me to see a bigger world and interact with people
from different walks of life. Life is not just about ‘me’. It is
also about not taking things for granted.” ®




A Walk Of Nature And Joy

BY ENG YUWEN
yuwen.tribunefgmail com

itibank and the Young Men's Christian

Association  (YMCA)  invited Ngee Ann

Polytechnic (NP) t join in their efforts o
conduct the Y Nature Walk to bring fauna and flora to the
less fortunate.

The NP Chapter of the Red Cross Humanitarian
Network (RCHN) was present to aid in the activities and
alongside them were NI students Lee Wan Xin and
Maimunah Bre Nokman.

As seasoned volunteers, these students are no strangers
to working together with like-minded individuals for the
benehir of society. They have found their place in society to
repay in small measures. . '

A quarter-yearly programme planned by YMCA, Y
Nature Walk brings their benehciaries t0 NAture Feserves and
parks around Singapore — a rare treat for the intellecrually
dlsl;(t}l;id[;i NP Chaprer was at the third ¥ Narure \"’;tlk.on
17 November last year to lend their support in ensuring
the safery of all participants. The event marked [f]e second
time RCHN NP Chapter volunteered with YMCA. .
“Their collaboration started when YMCA contacted (h_ur
former executive committee member to seek parmership.
“If there is any activity that YMCA thinks chat u.u_r.hcl}.)l
will be needed, they will send us a first aid requisition,
said Ng Xian Hui, 19, Honourary Secretary and Treasurer

"HN NP Chaprer. i
orﬁ:(‘.:: decided 1o F:eﬁpoml when YMCA was in need of
first aid support because they undcr_.smr.:d th;a.r mns[_uF.[hu
activities involved the disabled, which is a big mortivation
for RCHN NP to volunteer with YMCA. - .

“Before the Y Nature Walk, I never had any mnrat}
with pcnplc with mental disabilities. Dllrln[_:.(ht' ev_r;nlf.__
realised that these people are very cm.u-:nt:'d WII..jI [hf"xfh"
What they need is only the atrcnué-n of s_oluv.-ly. ian

i cc ear Accounting student, said.
HP[I'r:];n w:r:?,i }brcing 2 volunteer. 1 look forward to every
event. If};-ou “rc interested, no matter how busy you are

you will still make time for your commitments,” he
added.

Even after towo years and five months of volunteering,
Wan Xin, 19, a second-year Multimedia Animation
student, is showing no signs of losing her stamina, and
has gained more than the satisfaction of knowing she has
contributed to sociery.

“I learn abour simplicity, I learn to look at life as it is not
as complicated as we always make it to be. The intellectually
disabled are simple people. A sincere high five or pat on
the shoulder given to them can make their day and they
appreciate it,” she said.

Despite her heavy school workload, Wan Xin finds
time to help our at the Y Nature Walk. Not her first time
involved in the planning of this programme, she is familiar
with the needs of the event.

“It is nor difficule to sustain long-term commitment
to volunteerism,” Wan Xin insisted. She rationalises that
if one were to spend less time on peripheral things like
warching television and surfing the internet, it is casier
to set aside time to commit to volunteering, and that the
proper time management is the key.

Her fervour and commitment stems from her belief in
repaying society.

“I believe that I should give back to the sociery. There is
also a need to create more awareness on the intellecrually
disabled in our sociery,” Wan Xin said.

She added, “I have learnt to be humble, have compassion
and to appreciate the people around me more. [ have also
learnt to be thankful of whar I have.”

Maimunah, 18, a second-year Mobile Business
Solutions student, has also been committed o helping out
at YMCA for .IJ[T:II:INI a year.,

Debrief sessions after each event help her to take a step
back and reflect on the lessons she has learnt. “I have
become more positive in life,” Maimunah said.

Other than shaping her outlock of life, she also had
a chance to hone her leadership skills when she was put
in charge of planning the a ies for the most recent Y
Narture Walk.

Maimunah concurs with Wan Xin on the imporrance of
time management.

WALKING WITH A HEART: Mainnonal and Wan Xin helping out at the ¥
Natwre Walk. [Phote eourtesy of THCA]

“It is dehinitely not easy to juggle schoolwork and
volunteering, but at times sacrifices have to be made,”
she said.

However, the satisfaction she gets when she contributes
towards the society keeps her motivated in sustaining
her volunteerism effort despite her busy schedule.

“Volunteering with YMCA may be exhausting, but at
the end of the [,!.'l}'. you feel satisfied when you see¢ the
smiling faces of both the volunteers and the b(_"n{ﬁ{i;"iejl“
Maimunah said.

Serving the community has given her new perspectives.

“There s something  challenging  every  time,”
she said.
“I have learnt how to be more sensitive to the beneficiaries.

At the same time, 1 have also learned more abour their
needs and wants,” she added.

Both Wan Xin and Maimunah said thar they will
definitely continue volunteering even after they graduate,
As Maimunah aptly put it, “It's the simple pleasures in life
that you derive from \'u]untccring.' m
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TIMOTHY SIM and XU LITING show how Passion Synergy masters the art of love.

THE ART OF LOVE: Passion Symergy in one of thetr more recent projects tohich atoed o reise moareness aboit Cerrbral Paliy. [Fhot courtey of Bugenie Yien!

together seven of the school’s community service
clubs to serve the society with a genuine heart.

Ngee Ann Polyrechnic’s (NP) outreach taskforce brings
together members from the current community service
clubs — Business & Accountancy (BA) Communirty And
Qurtreach EndeavourS (CARES), Boys Brigade Primers,
British Petroleum-NP Mentoring, Environmental Rangers
Society, Hi! (Hearing Impaired) Club, Leo Club and
Rotaract Club - for a common love for people.

Eugenie Yien, 18, a second-year Nursing student and
the welfare officer of the platform, said, “Passion Synergy
basically helps ro announce the clubs’ activities and collares
volunteers for the clubs and their activities,”

Through activities such as bonding camps, Huang
Weitai, a third-year Biomedical Science student, advisor
of Environmental Rangers Society and student direcror
of Passion Synergy, aims to provide leadership training ro
the voluntary task force members so thar they can better
facilirate their respective service clubs.

I aunched in Seprember 2006, Passion Synergy brings

BY YEH WEI XUAN
wetxuan. bribuneBgmail.com

inding it difficult to make friends in school,
engineering student Raymond Chong decided o
start a club to widen his social circle.

Raymond, who was then 19, was not like any other
student. He was hearing-impaired, and felr thar the deaf
had trouble making friends in school.

Keeping in mind the purpose of creating an avenue for
the hearing-impaired and able people to interact, Raymond
started the Hearing Impaired Club, or Hi! Club for short.
Thar was eleven years ago.

Now, Raymond's legacy is a 150-member stong club
which has collaborations with several external organisations
such as Xromic, a group funded by the Singapore
Association for the Deaf,

The club’s most recent tie-up with Xromic was a song-
signing performance which took place on 1 December
2007. The performance was in aid of the Children’s
Charities Association, which aims to raise funds to help
less fortunate children.

On top of that, the community-driven club also
conducts weekly activities like sign language lessons and
performances, where they invite members of other clubs in
the Ngee Ann Polyrechnic (NP) to watch,

President of the club, Tan Wan Sin, 18, a second-year
Biomedical Engineering student, explained, “During such
lessons, we teach them basic words that can help them

| converse with the hearing-impaired. The seniors pass
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“We first invite a guest with experience in community
service to give our members an introduction on how o
initiate and organise acrivities for the community. Then
we put what we've learnt through a real exercise where
the members have to produce a proposal for an event in
groups,” Weitai explained. “The best proposal is then
selected to be carried out by the winning group and anyone
else who wishes to join them, giving the members an actual
taste of being a leader.

“A lot of the members (in the rask force) will go on to
be committee members in their respective clubs,” he said.
“Through these training sessions, we hope thar they will
become more capable leaders in their clubs,”

For Weitai, the motive for engaging in community
service should purcly be a love for people. Having
participated in various projects such as the Singapore
Computer Society (SCS) Great Singapore Duck Race
2007, the 19-year-cld has encountered many students
who volunteered for community service projects for
other reasons.

ieamhg A Different 'fyi)e

SIGNING THEIR WORDS: A performance by one of the feams in their recemt
arigil camp, (Phate courtesy of Hil Chl]

down all their knowledge to the juniors. All our own
instructors are our own members — each time they complete
a stage, they're given a certificate. Members of a higher
stage are expected to help teach the juniors.”

The club, which is the only one of its kind across all
the polyrechnics in Singapore, also organises a camp
every semester for its members, which acts as a refresher
course and sums up whar they have learnt throughout the
semester.

Said Wan Sin, “The meost significant part of the camp is
that that participants have to sign and talk at the same time
to ensure that the hearing-impaired students in the club are
not left out,

“The main objective of the camp is to raise awareness

“There are some people who are in the clubs just to get
Co-Curricular Activity points,” he lamented. "It is very
easy to spot [such people] because once the incentive is
taken away, they stop putting in as much efforr in the
projects. I will shoo them our of the club once I discover
that their motivation is wrong.

“We do conduct activitics like community service
talks to try and get more people passionate abour
helping the sociery, but they are not very effecrive,”
Weitai revealed.

“It’s a litde too late to start cultivating the love for
community service in students at the polytechnic level,
which is why we are hoping to promote this passion for
helping people to [students] in secondary and primary
schools,” he said.

Their current project, The Art of Love, was the
winning proposal in their training camp activity. Passion
Synergy gathered 50 students from Ngee Ann Primary
School to help create awareness among the public about
patients with cerebral palsy. On 14 November last year,
the volunteers got students from the Spastic Children’s
Association to make hand prints on ceramic tiles which
would be picced together to form a mural,

“We got wogether 350 children to participate in this
event, and we are currently trying o ger rhis arrempt
registered in the Singapore Book of Records for the largest
number of arework done by these children,” Weitai shared.
“With this activity, we hope to raise awareness of the
discase through the media and help boost up the self,
esteem of the children. ‘

“We are curn_-nrJ_\- in the process of J_'\ur{i[]:_: up the wall
mural at the Cerebral Palsy Centre and on 15 January, we
had the official opening ceremony to unveil the artwork,”
he continued. “Besides media attention, this event goes a
long way in helping to get more donations and assistance
for the Association,”

Through The Art of Love and other projects that Passion
Synergy will be embarking on, Weitai and his members
hope to touch the lives of others with their genuine love
for people. Weirai reflected, “It's not just about doing
community service, it's about having the passion to take
time out from your own life to help others; tha is the right
attitude thar we should have.”

The platform was also featured in Channel NewsAsia in
November 2007 in a joint effort with NP's school of Health
Sciences, Heartware Network, the Heart foundation and

3 _ri“"_g B‘Lhnf GR ¥ PR,

|
|
about the deaf, and to ensure that the deaf are not being ‘

left out.”

Koh Swee Teng, 19, a second-year Business Studies
student, certainly learnt just that.

“I've met people who are hearing-impaired and
sometimes they get mistaken for being retarded.
Knowing sign language, we'll be able to help clarify that as
well as clear any unnecessary misunderstanding.” ‘

Swee Teng, who is also the club’s Cultural Arts Head,
has been in the club since her first year in the polytechnic,
initially joined the club out of interest and curiosity.

“It became more enjoyable as time passed and |
made more friends and learnt sign language itself, and
|tld:rs.i1ip skills."

Unlike Swee Teng and most of the club members,
Tan Guo Wen, 23, a third-year Electronic & Compurer |
Engincering student, did not join the club for the purpose
of learning sign language.

Guo Wen, who is hearing-impaired, said, “When |
my friend first asked me to join (the club), I didn'c |
want to. But through the process, I have learnt about
leadership,  planning and  how to work with
different pmpfc.'

Despite joining the club with barely an )
Wan Sin, Swee Teng and Guo W{n mm
1o appreciate the beauty of si n language, as well as the
benehts that it can bring o the hearin g-impaired in the

community.
“Sign language is like a

Swee Teng concluded, |
forcign language — it allows you t communicate with
more people.” @ ; : |
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Determination Displayed At the SR Nathan Cup

BY ALICIA TAN
alicia.tribunefgmail com

he men’s soccer
determined to erase the memory
of last year's dismal results at
the SR Nathan Soccer Challenge Cup
as rhn thrzui FU|| steam :lhmd ((+]
Put up a gripping performance during
t_}hc preliminary games for the 2008-

2009 season.

Part of the Inter-V arsity  Polytechnic
(IVP) games, the SR Nathan Soccer
(Jm]luwn Cup sees all the nine schools
-lkm: part with Nartional Technological
U niversity (NTU) being the covenor for
the this season.

The opening game which commenced
on 21 Ikumhﬂ last year saw Sulaiman
Abdul, 17, a first-year Product Design &
|I1I‘nndl|:m student, score an impressive
hat-trick against Temasek Polytechnic,
leading the ream to a 4-1 vicrory. Sulaiman
said that “he was surprised but very pleased
with his game and hope to keep it up for
the martches ahead”.

Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) soccer
team has won two out of their four games
played, with impressive home victories over

Jemasck Polytechnic (TP) and Singapore
.n-titutc of Management (SIM) at 4-1 and
4-0 respectively.

However, the stumbled w0 a
1-0 defear against National University of
Singapore (NUS) on 9 January, despite
putting up a very tough fight. This was

team  was

ream

much to the surprise of many who expected

y,

the NP side to score during the second half.
Subsequently they lost 2-0 to the resilient
Institute of Technical Education (ITE)
team, which comprised of a collaborative
squad across all the ITEs, with most of their
players in the national age group squad.

Mr Stephen Ng, the coach of NP men’s
soccer team said he was “proud of the
support and encouragement the teammates
had for one another”.

The team, which has five national ream
players, has trained together since last
October and made many sacrifices during
the festive period as the pullmln.lr)' rounds
began around then.

NP, at press time, was the frontrunner
in the competition, but having played all
the games and their compatriors still a few
games behind, the team’s fate no longer lies
in their own hands.

Also present at the games was Mr Chia
Mia Chiang, the principal of NP, who came
to lend his support to the soccer team. Mr
Chia encouraged the team during a sombre
debrief of the NUS game, telling them
thar “what’s most important is that they
give their best” and he applauded them
for “purtting in 150% of dedication, even
though the result was not in our Favour™.

Mr Edmund Oh, Manager of the
Student Development & Alumni Relations
Office, and overall in-charge of NP's soccer
team, also echoed the thoughts of the
principal, saying that although the team
is “slightly demoralised, all may not be
lost yet".

Caprain Abdul Aziz Dolgani, 22, a third-
r Mechanical Engineering student,

Mmm

A TEAM EFFORT: A«

felt that the team has a “good mix of
experienced and skilled pl.l}'ﬂ\ who have
proven that they can produce a fearsome
strike force and fears no opponent in every
match”. However, all they can do now is
wait and see how the other teams fare.
Azhar Abdul Rahim 19, a second-year

Aerospace Technology student and one of

[h:.‘ -\'], Soccer 11'-‘.\'L'|'\ \\'!l(! dlhll Pld:\.\ |.1'|I' 'h{.'
Geylang United team, felt that his team did
not perform up to the mark but he knows
that [hc_\' “have the pnicnli.li o go far”, so
they just have to move forward and not
think abour their previous results.
Unfortunately, ITE played their best for

ARTICIPATING MERCHANTS INCLLDE OLIO CAFE, HAATO, SPECTACLE HUT,
£ MAD JACK CAFE, POLISHED DIVAS, KAl mmwmm

LOG ON TO WWW, THELIRBANWIRE.COM FOR DETAILS.

[]‘.cirf‘irn[g me and defeated the home team
2-0. Despite the loss, there was no regret
in NPs President of the
Football Club, Jeremy Chua, 19,
l'ourism and Management

“Our team was committed

football team.
a 5¢€ L‘\l\li'
year Resort
student, said,

and we played our hearts our

we are 1||\.|pi\u1||:ud by the loss, we are all
happy that we fought till the end.’

none of the semi-hnalists can
be confirmed yet until all the teams |
out their preliminary

To dare,

wes. For fu
fixrures and
Iwww.rp.sg/osg ivp/

latest

il'lt‘l‘[l'll.l“\“n on [l]L'
resules, hnp:.-'
sports/soccer.htm M

visit !
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Roughing It Out On The Battlegrounds

NRA Hip Hop alumni put Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) on the map by bagging the fourth prize in the Australia’s
Battlegrounds International Championship.

BY CHERYL HOON
hery L tribunefgmail. com

ew Rnrolving Age (NRA)
Hip Hop alumni rtook the
stage  with their spectacular

dance moves on 9 December 2007 in
hopes of bagging the covered gold
tide in the 4th Annual Battlegrounds
International  Championship held in
Melbourne, Australia.

Presented by Groove TV (Australia),
Barttlegrounds is an international hip-hop
dance competition with teams hailing
from Japan, New Zealand, Singapore,
Philippines and Australia.

This time round, the event returned to
its roots where 34 competing dance crews
gathered ar the Melbourne Convention
Centre. Going by the name ‘Rough
Addicts’, the seven NRA Hip Hop
alumni girls — Chan Jian Jin, Goh
Chien Yen, Joyce Tan, Lim Shi Min,
Rebecca Tay, Seah Li Ling and Tan
Xin Xian - formed the only group
representing Singapore.

They did the school and the nation

proud by clinching the fourth place and the
special award for Best Costume.

Designed by NRA's dance instructor,
the outfic consisted of baggy khaki-
coloured pants, paired carefully with long-
sleeved white shirts and black wvests. A
flaming red jacker and a loosely knotted
white tie topped with a newsboy cap
finished the look.

In order to qualify for Battlegrounds,
Rough Addicts had to emerge champions
out of approximately 30 teams in the
Suntec Dance 2007 competition  in
September last year. The team had been
training intensively since July.

“During  the last month  before
Bartlegrounds, most of us were working
and those studying had exams, Ir was
really tiring as we had tw juggle
dance, work and studies. We're glad we
all pulled through,” Rough Addicts
member and  Multimedia Computing
graduare, Rebecea Lim, 20, said.

The price of winning did not come cheap.
In total, Rough Addicts spent more than
£1,500 on their costumes.

If not for the support that NP gave,
the amount would have been higher. The

AWARD-WINNING CETUPS: Ro

Melbourme. Photo courtesy of 2007 G

school had generously allowed the dancers
free access to the studios and also provided
subsidies for the costumes.

When asked about the lessons learnt
through the competition, Rebecca firmly
answered, “Humility.

“Ir did nor feel like a competition to us

but felt more like a gathering of dancers
from all over the world. Everyone was so
friendly and sincere regardless of which
COuntry you are from. As we conversed
with the dancers there, we could tell they
were all very down to earth. They had nr.

airs,” she reminisced. ®

Dancing Their Way To Stardom

ONE-TWO STEP: NP's representatives for the Inter-Tertiary Team Maich event, fust before they take to the floor,
[Fictuse by: Haben Ong of SCDF

BY MIHO IWAKI
miho. tribunegmail com

DanceSport  athletes  from  four

tertiary institutes danced it out at the
seventh Singapore DanceSport Federation
(SGDF) Singapore Nationals DanceSport
Championships and the second Ngee
Ann Polytechnic (NP) Tertiary Dance
Sport Championships.

The event was held at NP's Convention
Centre on 29 December 2007. There
were 12 NP finalists in the Tertiary
Championships, out of the 36 available
final positions. In the SGDF (Open)
Championships held concurrencly, another
11 NP finalists added to NP's sizable
showing in the 36 available final positions.

Desmond Tan, 19, second-year Business
Studies (BS) student and Michelle Lim,

I[ was a day-long dance party as
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18, second-year Multimedia & Animation
student shone that evening as they
swirled their way into first place in both
the Tertiary Latin Grade C (comprising
the three dances Cha-Cha-Cha, Rumba
and Jive) and the open category SGDF
Grade B (dancing the Samba, Cha-Cha-
Cha, Rumba and Jive). The couple was
also the first runner-up in the SGDF Grade
C caregory.

Michelle said, “It was our first time
competing in Grade B, and we were
practising very hard for it. Finally, all our
hard work has paid off”

"Winning (Grade B) was really
unexpected; everyone on the dance floor
was so strong!” Desmond added.

Other DanceSport athletes who made
NP proud were §.Mahendren, 19, second-
year Film, Sound & Video student and
Clarissa  Koh, 18, second-year Early
Childhood Educarion student, The second

duo was named runner-up in the Tertiary
Latin Grade E, Cha-Cha-Cha,

Darren Boon, 18, second-year
Mechatronic  Engineering student  and
Cheryl Tan, 19, third-year BS student,
wok the firse runner-up position in the
Tertiary Latin Grade E, Samba.

Pamela Lee, 19, third-year BS student
and president of both the NP DanceSport
Club and NP's organising commirtee,
said, “It isn't easy to groom young
couples within a short period of time. I'm
proud to say that a handful of our young
couples made it to the finals too.”

Four institutions, namely NP, Singapore
Polytechnic (SP), Nanyang Technological
University (NTU) and new entrant
Nanyang  Polytechnic  (NYP)  were
competing in the event.

Mational coaches Mr Shawn Tay and
Mrs Gladys Tay were present and scouting
for young ralents to join the feeder squad
for the national team. The role of a
feeder squad is to groom young athletes
with the porential o compete on the
international stage.

When pressed, Mr Tay disclosed that
five individuals from NP have caught their
attention, and that they will be watching
the gifted set. Mr Tay declined to name
them, and said that they “wanr to wait and
see how well they develop™.

Hawever, he relented and gave Tribune
a teaser, divulging thar one of them “had a
very good personality on the foor”.

The competition reached a friendly
peak at the Inter-tertiary Team March,
the last event for the evening, Held for
the third time, this event had a team of
five couples from each tertiary institure
take the floor with an entertaining
opening  number, followed by a
Friendship Rumba.

Competing couples switched partners for
a partner from a different institute, driving
home the theme of the dance, friendship.

What followed was a lovely display
of gracious manners as the gentlemen
asked the ladies for a Rumba, thus
reminding the audience of the sport’s
ballroom origins.

A dance-off in the Cha-Cha-Cha,
Rumba, Jive, Samba and a Grade D evenr
Ll]"‘F)r[.\l‘nF wo ({.Ul{'c" L‘:.' L‘('!up]q_')' *\ron]
cach institute yiclded the fnal winners

It isn’t easy to
groom young couples
‘within a short period
of time. I'm proud
to say that a handful
of our young couples
madle it to the

finals too.

of the Inter-tertiary Team Match. SP was
named champion. Close behind was the
first runner-up, NP, followed by second
runner-up NYP and NTU in fourth place.

The audience wene wild; cheering long
after the last dance had ended, closing
the evening on a high nowe. An after-
event dance party capped off the daylong
championships.

Pamela said, "1 believe this event has
achicved its objectives in  promoting
DanceSport to the community. The crowd
was bigger than we expected, and we
ran out of chairs for them on the
dance floor!” @




