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his  December, Ngee Ann

Polytechnic  (NF) students can

expect a Christmas treat in the form
of a snazzy new student lounge at the heart
of campus.

It will rake over the second Roor of
Block 72 which previously served as an
examination hall and a carpark. The area is
currently undergoing major reconstruction
and Estate Management Office hopes to
finish all works and open the lounge just
before Christmas,

Mr Mui Cheng Hock, Director of
the Estate Management Office, said,
“NP decided that given the tremendous
workload of students these days, it would
be nice to offer them a place where they
can simply have a cup of coffee and
chill out with their friends, in a cool and
relaxing environment. Hence the student
lounge project.”

The student lounge is most likely to be

. named OurSpace@72, accommodating the

most popular among the suggestions that
have come in when names were sought
among students and scaff.

Liu Jiawen, 20, a second-year Business
Studies student, is looking forward to the
opening of the student lounge, which will
be another place where she and her friends
can hang out.

“The library can get really crowded
during peak hours and sometimes there is
hardly any space for us to relax and take
a breather. The student lounge should
encompass a stylish and casual atmosphere
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brightty-colowred decor

where students will feel comfortable w do
whatever they like, be it to chat with cheir
friends, do project work or even just o
have a coffee,” she said.

Her sentiments were shared by Kelvin
Yip, 20, athird-year Biomedical Engineering
student, who envisions the lounge as a
“retreat space” he and his friends can go
to during their breaks 1o escape from the
mounting workload.

Mr Mui said that the drafts had been
changed several times since they were
first proposed. He said it had been a long
process with many discussions with the
designers to come up with a “suitable
interior design which embodies the chill-
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out environment tailored for the students.”
Tribune understands the final blueprint
has only more or less been decided on at
press time,

A sneak peak into some of the proposed
ideas for the lounge revealed a fully air-
conditioned area decorated with chic and
modern furniture with clean lines. The
lounge will also be equipped with board-
game rooms.

Inaddition, there will also be recreational
rooms where people can sink comforrably
into large plush sofas and an activity area
which allow students to exhibir their work.

The lounge will have space for a new
locker room, a photocopying area and

study rooms wlu‘rr students can have a
quiet environment for project meetings.
Lest this also sounds too Funerional,
Mr Mui added, “There are also plans to
have full glass panels in the lounge so thar
students can really enjoy a scenic and serene
view which overlooks most of NP and who
k]“j\\'s. .I[ can even FP{‘!\"'id" 4 source L‘E
inspiration for someone ro write poems.”
He added that there are plans for the
lounge to be “largely unsupervised”.
“Hence there is a concern over p wssible
abuse of the facilities, bur hopefully the
students are mature enough o use the
place responsibly and provide a conducive
environment for everyone,” he said. H

Planting Seeds of Change

BY CALVIN YANG
ail.com

calvin. tribunedg;

A $1.8 million investment by the Lien
Foundarion (LF) in Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP) over three years will see NI students
exposed to and helping to address pressing
social challenges ourside the classroom.

The LE-NP Social, Environmental &
Educational Development (SEED) Capital
programme  involves NP developing
|]'||'(.'i.' arcas — 1al,

Environmental and Educational.

On the Social front, students from the
School of Film & Media Studics (FMS) will
undertake projects for a campaign led by LE
The Foundation’s Programme Director Me
Lee Poh Wah, said, “For a start, the school

will work on a death and hospice campaign
thar the Foundation is spearheading.”

Addressing the Environment, an annual
ional contest, the Singapore Junior Water
Prize, will be staged. The competition will
involve students aged 15 to 20 and winners
will represent the republic art the prestigious
Stockholm Junior Warer Prize contest,

In the Educational sector, NP will be
sharing its expertise with three rertiary
institutions in the region, including Sekayu
Polytechnic in Musi Banyusin (MUBA) in
South Sumatra.

Mr Lee added, “ By providing platforms
for NP 1o make a difference, we hope o
plant within Singaporeans an acute sense
of pressing social and environmental
challenges we face today.” B
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just go to the school labs to create my own
line of makeup to sell [sec pg 10], 50 I can be
the one needing part-time workers, instead
of being a parc-time worker burning my
weekends.

More Students Want To Be Part Of TDP

BY CHERYL HOON
cheryl tribune@®gmail com

(NP) students done by Tribune,

wo in three students revealed thar
they would like to be included in events and
workshops held by the Talent Development
Programme (TDP).

Formally started in 2002, the TDP was
designed to identify talented students early
and develop them to excel.

They are pur through a suite of
programmes designed to groom them in
leadership skills while preparing  them
for scholarship opporrunities and furure
careers. The programme currently  has
148 students.

According to Mr Mun Kwok On,
director of Student Development and
Alumni Relations, students are idenrified
for the programme ar the starr of each
academic year and scholarship recipients
are usually selecred.

In a poll of 80 Ngee Ann Polyrechnic

Students who perform  consistencly
well and are active in their co-
curricular activities (CCAs) are

also considered.

These criteria must generally be mer in
order to remain in the TDP. However, the
I'DP unit may reconsider based on strong
support of the school's nemination and the
student’s attitude,

The TDP has already produced some
impressive results,

These include Creative Technology Gold
Medallists Denise Tan who was awarded the
Public Service Commission Scholarship,
and Alvin Lim who was awarded the
Narional University of Singapore (NUS)
Global Merit ng|u|.ir_\|1i]).

2- Tribune, October to December 2007
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very low at the cap of $500, the interest
rate is higher than the usual 24 percenc
alarming sum.
I am reminded of a friend whose bills
for his 10 credit cards snowballed to 2
$80,000. Even with his monthly
salary of $4,000 ac the age of 26, he could
not control his spending habits and got too
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Silver Medallisc Ronald Yeo, 25, said
that the TDP experience had helped him
to bag a scholarship from the Ministry of
Education (MoE). It gave him access ro
psychometric tests, which turned out very
similar to what MoE tested him on.

Ronald eventually rook up the NUS
Undergraduate Scholarship as the MoE
scholarship required him o change his
course of study.

Ronald might not have been offered
the MOE scholarship if he did not get the
chance to try out the sample psychometric
test. “I was not in the TDP, and it was my
lecturer who asked TDP 1o open up the
sample test to me,” he said.

The access to such crucial tests could
possibly be why students who want 1o
be in the programme but are nor found
the programme “elitist”. In the same poll

ment Programme st

7. [Phete courtesy of the TDF Unit]

The secret to success is simply this:
Work hard, play hard, then work even
harder. Sunday will come every week. And
I look forward to the special day of the
month when my pay is credited to my bank
account in recarn for all my hard work. 8

et Listersing intertly to their schoolmate diaring the

of B0 students, 57.5 percent of them
answered positive o the question, ‘Do
you think that such programmes (i.e.
TDP) promote different classes (elitism)
within students?”,

“People sometimes get into clubs or
socicties just because they are under the
TDE lsn't it biased thar they get into such
places without going through the same
processes as cveryone else’” commented
Laura Heng, 18, a second-year Early
Childhood Education student.

Mr Mun clarified that the invalvement
in CCAs is not based on TDP criteria and
is open to all students.

Lin  Sicheng, 19, a
Biotechnology student, added, “Ies just
another reflection of che pase primary
school system where students were actually
segregated into different streams of EMI1,
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EM2 and EM3. That aside, I feel that many
students opred to join the polytechnic to ger
away from such education stereotyping,”

According to Joyce Lee, a first-year
TDP swdent from Accountancy, this
perception of “elitism” could be properly
channelled and made helpful instead of
harmful. “Yes if it does promote elitism,
that can actually be a good thing, It spurs
others who are not in the programme to
work hard to get recruited and receive their
well-earned recognition.”

Mr Mun stressed that the
of the TDP ix nor to promorte elitism.
He said, “The range of programmes such
s~ overseas attachments, enrichment
talks and scholarship talks offered to the
students are already available to other
students. Schools and divisions have and
are free o organise such programmes to
all studens,

“Any other smdenr can apply for
the overseas attachment programmes
or seminars. We just want to offer these
scholarship-holders package deal’ of the
various workshops, seminars and talks ro
enhance their potential,” he explained.

According to Mr Mun, TDP students
are also not “labelled” or identified in
classes or turorial groups and hence, there
is no issue of segregation.

Although there are no plans w0 open
TDP to students who are interested in
joining, Mr Mun said thar “if there s 3
specific demand for any workshops, TDP
unit is open to Opening it up to interested
students as well, subjected to availability of
reui?m;‘su;;pon it"

4 school nominates the studen
uimjmﬁﬁqﬁun.thzunkwiﬂhopm; .
their participation. &

intention
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NP Graduates File Patent For Tennis Ball Retriever

BY YEH WEI XUAN
welsuan tribune®gmail.com

uality Management and
Engineering  graduates Zhang
Kewang, 20, and Taufik Bin

Jasmin, 21, filed a patent at the Intellectual

Property Office of Singapore in May for
their invention — a rennis ball retriever
which can retrieve up to 100 balls as well as
mop water off the tennis court.

Partly funded by Ngee Ann's EnterpriZe!
scheme, the invention, named Pro Ten

(short for ‘Professional Tennis'), was the
pair’s final year project and took a semester
to complete. Itis in its final stage of refining
and there are plans to manufaceure it for
commercial purposes.

“We were inspired to create Pro Ten by
our technical support officer, Mr John Lam,
who loves to play tennis,” said Kewang,
who is serving his National Service now.

With the help of Mr Lam, Kewang
learnt how to play tennis, and at the same
time, gained an insight into some of the
inconveniences that tennis players face.

PATENTED BY NP: QME graduates Zhiong Kewarg and Toufik Bin fasenin with their invenbion. [Pturs by Dhang Kewang]

FMS Alumni Win Nine Crowbar Awards

BY SELENE YAP
selene tribuneEgmall.com

our teams from the Ngee Ann
F Polytechnic (NP) School of Film &

Media Studies (FMS) received one
Gold, five Silver, and three Bronze awards
in the Film category of the Crowbar Awards
2007 presented on 18 August, for their
work on the final-year specialist projects,
namely “Tan Xin", “Bu Ye Tian”, “Lynch”
and “Snip Snip".

Justicia Phuang, 21, a Film, Sound &
Video (FSV) graduate and producer of
“Tan Xin", said that her team was “utterly
thrilled” upon receiving news of their win.
“1 fele that all our hard work was appreciated
and m:qgnised," she said. The short
film bagged four Crowbar Awards,
including a Silver for Short Film, and is also
a Best Film award recipient at this year’s
Singapore International Film Festival.

For FSV graduate and director of “Bu
Ye Tian", Leon Cheo, 22, winning a Gold
in Film Craft = Art Direction was “very
satisfying” as the team had put in immense
effort o maintain the essence of “Bu Ye
Tian" which, being a period film, required
much detailed coordination.

FSV lecturer Mr Leonard Yip was proud
of the achievements of the FMS students.
“I feel happy that they have achieved
recognition,” he said. Mr Yip, together
with FMS staff, Mr Michael Kam and Ms
Kampira Dowsuparoj, worked to collate
and submir over 400 FMS student entries
to 70 international ilm festivals last year,

Juan Qi An, 20, FSV graduate and
\."Id('(}l'(lil(lriﬂ-“[.l\'llcll ", which received the
Silver for Film Craft — Editing, credited the
win to his course mates and his supervisor,

Mr Adam Habib, for their honest and
constructive comments.

“As this is our first real award... it

“1 think that our product will be
especially  beneficial to those who are
learning how to play tennis as they usually
need a lot of balls to practise. Picking up
so many balls requires a lot of time and
effort,” Kewang said.

Unlike the usual tennis ball retrievers,
Pro Ten does not run on electricity and
needs to be pushed over tennis balls ro
collect them — much like a lawn-mower.
Adrian Lim, 16, a student who is currently
attending tennis lessons, agreed.

“After the game, all you want to do is |

get a drink and hit the showers, but we
still have to pick up all the balls, It really
depletes whatever remaining energy you
have lefe,” he said.

The manufacturing cost of a unic of
the waist-high machine is estimated to be
around $350. Kewang and his team did
not have to fork out any cash to develop it
as it was a school project.

Kewang said, “The ones in the Singapore
marker right now cost over $2,000 as they

NP Top In
Marketing
Competition

BY JOYCE PEH
joyee.tribune@gmail .com

team of third-year students
emerged overall champion at the
nnual International  Marketing
Competition organised by The Chartered
Institute of Marketing, Singapore (CIMS),
on 27 October,
The team bagged the top die in

| the local caregory and was crowned

are mostly imported. Our product is likely |

to be cheaper, It also cleans the water off
the tennis court and is also more compact
and portable.”

Kewang and his team intend to develop
more of such sports-related products such as
a tennis ball launcher. They hope tosetupa
company dealing with sports merchandise.

“But first, we must wait for our current
tennis ball retriever to create revenue and
gain popularity,” said Kewang, &

SETTING THE BAR: Film still from FAMS studersts’ firunl wear specilist project, “Tin Xin ", [Prate courtery of husticia Pasng]

would definitely give us the upper hand
when applying for jobs in the industry
considering that the Crowbar Awards is a
distinguished commendation,” he said.

The Crowbar Awards highlights the
creative talent of promising students
and pnwidt:s them with an ﬂpp(:rmni[y
to showcase their original works and be
judged by leading practitioners from
creative industries.

Previous recipients of the Crowbar
Awards include FSV final-year specialise
project entitled “Eik Khon”, which was
direcred by Andie Chen, 22, FSV graduate
and 2007 Star Search winner,

The graduates are thankful to FMS for
providing support and making their films
accessible to local and international film
festivals and competitions. According to

e
o

1 felt that all our hard
pork was appreciated an

recognised.
Justicia Phua

ra (<
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M Yip, the school is supportive of alumni |

working on projects and encourages current |

students to persevere. “It is important
for swudents to have a vision and
understand why they're doing what they're
doing,” he stressed.

Mr Yip added, “These final-year projects
will be a stepping stone for students in
getting their desired jobs or in pursuing
further education.” 8

overall champion.
Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) beat
finalist teams from forcign and local

institutions including Singapore
Management University, National
University of  Singapore, Nanyang

Technological University.

The team from NP comprised third-
year Business Studies (BS) students Marvin
Kang, 26, David Lee, 19, Melvin Lim, 19,
Teo Yi Fang, 19, and third-year Multimedia
and Animartion student, Loh Jun Wei, 19.

Their award-winning idea was Glacé,
a brand for two innovative beverages,
FruitCha and FruitWine.

The panel of judges praised NI's team
for their in-depth market analysis and
strategic marketing concepts.

Dr Lim Cheng Hwa, Chairman of
CIMS and chief judge, said, “This year's
competition has been of a very high
standard... the overall winning entry
impressed us with their marturity of
thought and the way they understood the
realities of the marker.”

But victory was not a walk in the park
for the students.

“We wanted to present a very real
opportunity, and we called up agents
to  find collaboration  possibilities,”
Marvin said.

It is the fourth year that NP has taken
partin thiscompetition, and the recruitment
of a student outside the School of Business
and Accountancy (BA) had boosted the
team’s creativity.

Jun Wei's expertise in multimedia and
animation was tapped on to execute creative
marketing collaterals.

“I learnt a lot about the business side
of things from this competition and it will
certainly be useful in the furure as [ intend
to pursue a career in advertising,” said
Jun Wei.

The project has evolved into a possible
furure venture for the team.

Mr Simon Tay, Chicf Executive Officer
of Modern Montessori International and a
judge for the competition, said he would
consider sponsoring the team’s idea.

Ms Tan Lai Wan, Assistant Academic
Manager of BA and advisor to the ream,
said, “When I opened the competition to
all the Marketing students, this group of
cager students stepped up and they have
come a long way.”

She added that the students
conceptualised the idea, with lecturers
there to offer advice,

“They were very receprive to feedback,
and were willing to put in a lot of hard
work to improve on their project,” said
Miss Tan.

The students won $3,000, a trophy, a

| plague and individual certificates.

Ms Tan said she will continue to open
the competition to Marketing students in
future because “competitions like these
help the students to learn and grow”. =
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Time Is In Your Hands

Working part-time as a student may not always be a bad thing.

BY XU LITING

iting tribunegmail com
elvina Prananta, a second-
year Electronic & Computer
Enginecring (ECE) student, is

a perfect example of how a student can

juggle a part-time job and full-time studies

with effective time management .

It is not a new story but it still has the
power to caution or inspire. The 18-year-
old has held a part-time job since her first
year here.

Yer, she has managed to achieve
impressive academic results  for cach
semester, with a Grade Point Average
(GPA) of 3.79 and 3.82 in her first year,
and 3.85 for the first semester of her second
year in Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP).

Currently working at GymWerkz, NP's
newest lifestyle gymnasium which opened
in April, Melvina areributed her success o
hard work and good time management.

“1 have to slot in my studying tme
after work, sometimes even burning the
midnight oil,” she shared. “Even if I'm
busy, 1 would still squeeze in time to do
my online quizzes and tutorials, because
it really helps me to remember what | had
learnt in class.”

Like Melvina, Lee Ci Hui, 20, who
!:f.l\t ua [k\j a [\’]" stu l{l’.'l'lr at N.H!I\- an g
Polytechnic despite working parc-time as
a service staff in a wine bar, had to work
doubly hard to maintain her good results
“I had to put in extra effort in order to keep
up with my st udies,” she said.

She added, “If classes start ac eight, |
would reach school at seven to finish my

rutorials. That was one of my ways to revise
what 1 have learnt, so | always make it a
point to finish turorials.”

Not able
cope with the excess workload. While

everyone, however, is w
these success stories may ill\pill.' students
to do likewise, Mr Vickneshwaran sfo
'l}l.qni_-\,n'clu from Career Services urgt:d
students to think twice before taking up
a part-time job, even if money is right
at home

“Plan ahead for what you need w do

On-Campus

BY EUNICE KOW
wursce trbuneifgmasl com

eside the convenience and flexibility

that entice students to take up on-

campus part-time jobs, the above-
average pay given is part of the main lure
as well.

“The hourly rate for all on-
campus part-time jobs is a sandard
$6.50, which is prety good for most
students,” said Mr Vickneshwaran slo
The w, Manager of Student
Services. Food and Beverages jobs such as
! tables pay around $5.50 an hour.
" Muhammad Tasnim, 19, a third-year
ng & Financial Services student is
'a customer service officer at GymWerkz.
‘He said thar compared ro part-time
" work ourside campus, the treatment and
Ppay is much better in school. Tasnim rakes
in about $300 to $400 a month for about

11 hours of work per week.
“My part-time job at the Information

Technology (IT) Helpdesk Centres has

4 - Tribune, Oxtober ko December 207

HARD AT WORK: Melvina uorking at GymWerkz during one of her breaks in Betwern cla

and how much time you have to spare for
work,” Mr Vicknesh advised. “Experiment
to see if you can cope with the additional
load of working part-time before you
commit to anything in a big way.

“If your grades seem to be affected,
you should quit the job and concentrate
on your studies, If you're in a financial fix
at home, come see us at Students Services
— we will help you!’

Indeed, there are plenty of benefits for
students who get a taste of the working
world while siill in school. Both Melvina
and Ci Hui like working part-time for the
cxperience and learning opportunity, not
just because of financial constraints.

Ci Hui said, “True, we do have
Industrial Artachment Programmes  in
school, bur while you're ar a company as
a student, you don’t
what it is like in the real working world.

“They still regard you as a student, so
your responsibilities are limired, and the

ret a realistic feel of

work that they give you is very superhcial,
and essentially, the unimporant ones,”

55, [Pheture by, Xu Liting]

she added.

Melvina agreed, “"As a worker, you
learn how to manage people-to-people
relationships. You're surrounded by friends
and lecturers in school who you can be
comfortable with, but somerimes working
with colleagues can be challenging. Because
they are harsher with you, the more you
have to be more responsible. These are
‘hi'“l':\ [El.lr you can't learn in \Llu)u].“

Working part-time helped Ci Hui
pick up skills she could not have learnt
in school.

“I think it is very important to learn
through practical experience. When you
apply for a part-time job, there is a grearter
sense of responsibility because you are there
asa pud worker,” she said.

“Things like customer service skills are
very ill!FTl.rl[.lﬂ[ in the working world, and
because | already have prior experience
working as a waitress, | was a lot more
prepared for my current job now which
requires me (o interact with the customers
all the time.”

Unfortunately, not everyone can
experience  these benefits and learning
experiences without a cost. Noor Faizal
bin Zainudin, a third-year ECE student
who has been working since he was 16,
struggled with juggling both school and
work. Now in his last semester in school,
Faizal's cumulative GPA is only 1.0.

“The waiter at a café located at Robertson
Quay realised that working ar night
affected his grades, but maintained it was
something he had to do as he comes from a
low-income family.

“I'm tired most of the time, because
1 don't get to sleep much,” Faizal, 20,
lamented. “Ir is also extra stressful, because
[ don't have much time to study for tests
and exams. But I have to work to carn
the money.”

For students facing difficulties with
managing their time, Melvina stressed
that studying smart is mere important
than studying hard.

“If you listen to the lectures and turorials
in school, you will know the gist of whar
is taught, so studying won't be that hard,”
she said. The capable 18-year-old, who
is also involved in the Astronomy Club
and the Hearing Impaired Club, advised,
“Always do your own work, or you'll never
k]'lﬂ“' W'hl.'[h\_'r .\'U" I.Jndi_'r\‘-lnli Eh\' |l"\\l?|1..l

Though the work experience s
invaluable for students in preparation for
the working life, most students are not
able to handle the double workload
without time
hard work.

Ci Hui advised, “If you are planning to
work while studying, you must be prepared
to put in thar extra effort. Plan your
time well so you can maximise it; don't

ma and sheer

igement

ik'“[‘-"di-‘h' _\'gsur \[leic.'.\ hc(_.ll.l\l' you h.l\l.'
o work.”

Mr Vicknesh believes that if a student
can cope with both work and st udy, working
can actually be a good morivational tool for
students to do even better in school.

He explained, “If you can manage your
time well, working part-time can push you
to optimise your study patterns and help
you do better in school.” &

Jobs Might Be A Wiser Choice After All

These part-time
jobs also open
more doors of
opportunities for
students.

certainly given me a much-needed financial
boost,” said Joseph Low, 17, a Arst-year
Biomedical Science student who works
part-time helping other students with the
installation of softwares on their laprops.
He can choose 10 work at any of the three
centres at any time he is free.

Mr Vicknesh said another advantage is
that students’ work schedule will be drawn

up to accommodare cheir Co-Curricular
Activiries (CCAs) and school time table.

For students like Tasnim, who are
very involved in both school and their
CCAs, fexibility in work schedule for
on-campus jobs have allowed him to juggle
school, work and his CCA commitments.

Joseph also uses his long breaks to work
at the IT Helpdesk Centres, so he usually
works before or in berween classcs.

“Holding a part-time job in school also
allows students to save on transport costs
and rime,” said Mr Vicknesh.

He added, “These part-time jobs
also open more doors of opportunitics
for students as they get to put what they
learn ta good use or learn new things while
on the job.”

Joseph said that his job at the IT
Helpdesk Centres has been a great learning
ground for him, as he has picked up
technical skills such as troubleshooting and
knowledge of NP software applications.

Students can get more information
about available on-campus jobs at hep://
np.jobscentral.com.sgfindex.php. @

Jobs available
on campus
- Student Admin Helpers
- Student Technical Helpers
- Ushers _
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Handling
Said Than

en Joel Yap, a third-year student from Ngee

Ann  Polytechnic's (NP) Multimedia &

Animation, saw a pair of shoes he liked from
Fred Perry, he knew he had to get it. The price: $249.
Payment? Not a problem with an easy swipe of his
credit card.

The 20-year-old might not be carning a steady income
right now, but gerting his hands on his first credit card is
possible, thanks to a new credit card rargeted ar tertiary
students and those without income.

Citibank is the first to introduce the Citi Clear Card
— a credit card that does not require applicants to meet
the standard criteria of earning $30,000 per year, in
July. Application is open to young adults aged 18 and
above. However, those below 21 need parental consent
before applying.

Targeting a new clientele, the Citi Clear Card has set
the credit limit ar $500 to minimise the risk of youths
spending too much. Cardholders will have their cards
blocked immediately if the minimum monthly payment is
not made on time.

While the credit limit is low, the interest rate for this
newly launched eard is set at 28 percent per annum for
outstanding balance. This is four percent higher than the
standard rate for most credic cards.

With Christmas, the scason of spending, drawing near,
youths might be more susceptible to the tempration of
spending more than they can afford to.

Mr Samson Tanuwidjaja, a personal banker at Citibank,
explained, “Credit cards instantly give you more spending
power, and instead of just having your allowance to spend,
you have an additional amount ‘given’ by the credit card
to buy more.”

The launch of the card has caused much debate as o
whether youths are able to handle the hefty responsibility
of owning a card and spending within their means.

Mr Tanuwidjaja added that getting a credit card is not
necessarily bad, bur first-time cardholders should be clear
that they are undertaking a heavy commitment.

When I got my card,
I ended up splurging
and in two weeks, 1

bad already reached the

credit limit.

Jamie Lim
Second-year studer

Nursifig

“Such a high interest rate serves as an indication for
cardholders to control what they spend. At the end of the
dar‘ I am sure [hc)’ are unwi“ihg to pay so m\ld\ i'usl f(:r
interest alone,” he said.

But in Joel’s case, the high interest rate did not deter
him from owning a credit card. Joel confessed that he does
not pay his bills promptly all the time due to the lack of
funds, but he reasoned, “I know | might be spending more
by paying all the interests, but ac least 1 get what 1 want
immediately.”

He admiteed that he borrowed moncey from his parents
first to pay off his bills. Joel is not the only youth struggling
to maintain his card.

Jamie Lim, 19, a sccond-year Nursing student shared
her experience of owning the Citi Clear Card. “When 1
got my card, I ended up splurging and in two wecks, |
had already reached the credit limit. My mum was really

Done

redit Cards - Easier

furious, so 1 ended up cancelling the card,” she recalled. It
was her mother who paid off her bills before terminating
her first credit card.

Pan Hong Yi, 20, a third-year Business Studies student
and a recent subscriber of the Citi Clear Card, views it
differently. He explained that getting a credit card has
made him more responsible.

He said, "By getting a card of my own, it’s a step for me
to start handling my own finances. [ am sure [ am capable
of handling one as I will be paying my bills with whar I
earn giving tuition to secondary students.”

Hong Yi was giving tuition even before he applied
for the card. He enjoys the free entry to places such as
Zouk, Velver Underground, Phuture and Power House ac
St James Powerstation.

Tribune did a small survey in NP to find out the
monthly allowance of 20 students from different schools. It
was found thar the average pocket money received by nine
students aged berween 18 o 21 is about $300 per month.
With an amount just enough to cover daily expenses and
necessities, what are the possibilities of young adults falling
into credit card debe?

Mr Bryce Tan, a financial advisor ¢onsultant working
at Phillip Securities, noted that one of the reasons young
eredit card users chock up so much debt might be due ro
the choice of lifestyle.

“Many youths seek an extravagant lifestyle. They expect
to dress well, party well, and car well. All these constiture
money. To keep up with a certain lifestyle, they end up
spending more than what they can afford,” he said.

The Business Times reported that as of August,
bankrupts are getting younger. About four in 10 of them
were aged between 21 to 40, which is six percent more
in this age group from 2001, mainly due to credit card
debr. The report noted that more affluent Singaporcans are
falling prey to insolvency.

Some young people are wary of these pitfalls. An
example is Eugene Lim, 20, a third-year student from
Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering, who is adamant
about not gerting a credit card just yer. “I can't even
handle my money in my savings account; | really doube I
can handle having a credit card even though it has a low
credit limic.”

Though he admitted the perks offered by credic cards
such as getting free entry to the hottest clubs and discounts
at restaurants are tempting, he would rather pay using his
debir card.

For some parents, allowing their child w have a credit
card is a no-go. Mr Robert Tan, a manager, gives $300 cach

Mustration by: Stephanic Goh

month to his 20-year-old daughter as allowance, believes in
teaching his daughter that money is not easy to earn. “She
has yet to receive her first paycheck. If she wants a credit
card, she will not be able to pay up,” he said.

As Mr Tan put it, “Credit cards are an asset for leverage
when managed wisely. It could be a man-made disaster if
managed otherwise.”

All About The Citi Clear Card

Credit Limit: $500
Annual fee: $28 (First year
Repayment grace period: 25 days

statement OF account

Termination charges: A termination fee equivalent
to the annual fee will be charged if you rerminate
your card account within 12 months from the
approval of your card account

Inrerest:

Applied rate = 2.34 percent per month
Effective interest rate — 28 percent per annum
Minimum interest charge — $3

charges: $10 or five percent of amount
hever is higher
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Art Therapy Can Help Students To Open Up

BY JASMINE GOH

With crayons, charcoal, paint and even
clay in hand, students from the School of
Humanities (HMS) attended a workshop
of self-discovery and confidence in
art therapy.

The enrichment programme, named The
Artof Being, began in late August and lasted
for a month. Students from the Psychology
& Communirty Services (PCS) course and
Early Childhood Education course took
part in this therapeutic workshop.

According to Ms Joanna Tan, the art
therapist who conducted the workshop,
“Art therapy is a method of trearment thar
combines psychotherapy rechniques and
theory with creative process.”

Itaims to help participants gain personal
insigh into their life, issues and thoughts.

“I believe thar art therapy has raught
me how to love mysclf, granted me
another channel o put forth myself and
to ger in touch with myself,” said Hey Shu
Xian, 18, a first-year PCS student who
participated in the programme.

“During the therapy, I was asked to
appraise my flaws and embrace them
as a part of me,” said Shu Xian. “I have
learnt that I am not perfect but it is my
flaws and my strength that will mould and
make me unique.”

“In art therapy, the therapist does not
diagnose the patient’s work,” said Ms
Glennery Besson, a certified arr therapist.

Instead, most of the session can be spent
discussing the artwork that is produced
to help participants with their problems
and concerns.

In art therapy, participants can simply
communicate via the art they produce.
“Healing and art can happen in silence,”
said Ms Tan.

“For most people, we all have
psychological issues that we manage to
overcome, but there are some who can't,”
explained Ms Besson.

£ imes we may not know we are
bothered, for example, by our parents’
comments,” she added.

“We facililate the process where the
person can feel safe cnough to express
themselves,” said Ms Tan.

“The underlying problem can come
out through art therapy sessions,” added
Ms Besson.

According o Mrs Choo Cheh Hoon,
Director of HMS, the programme is
mainly introductory. Participants can
visualise their emotions through playing
with are and craft and they can do so
individually or in a group.

“During the last session, we did canvas
painting and five people were ro share and
paint on one canvas,  recalled Shu Xian.

“With five people, each with a distinct
personality painting what we want, 1
thought the result would be a mess!

“However, in the process of painting,
laughter and music filled the room. We
were all working towards a common
goal and in the end, each canvas painting
turned out to be a beaurtiful art piece
by irself.”

“Students with problems and issues
really beneficted from this programme,”
said Ms Chong Yin Teng, a lecturer art
HMS. “Their self-esteem grew and chey
have become less frustrated. There is more
hope in them, more positive thinking.”

Ms Tan said, “I'm impressed by a

handful of smdents who really wene
deep and are now sorting out issues
themselves.” “They are more confident in
handling change and their fears.” Besides
personally beneficting from the activiry,
PCS swdents can apply are therapy in

FMS Inks New Agreement With Beijing

BY CHARITY GOH
charity tribunefgmail com

get to work with a Beijing University
to produce documentaries — thanks
 a new agreement berween
Communication University of China
(CUC) and Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP).
The Deputy Dean of School of
Television and Journalism, Professor He
Suliu and the Director of FMS, Mr Henry
Tan, inked a deal thar covers a new

Fi]m And Media (FMS) students will

collaboration between the two schools for
the next four years.

For starters, 36 FMS students will be
selected to go on a trip to Beijing in February
2008. Students of both schools will get 1o
exchange views and research on a video
project, articles for Singapore magazines
and possibly a coffee table book.

There are also plans to create a summer
school programme, which is a fusion of
CUC and FMS modules and will include
lessons about China and its culture. FMS
students may also get to write about the
Beijing Olympics.

COLOUR YOUR LIFE: Students express their inner selves thraugh activitics such as painting, {Pictuce by: Deborsh Ngol

= -

their studies.

Shu Xian added sharing sessions abour
their arrwork required them o show
“empathy and a non-judgemental attirude”,
which are important qualities for her furure
in the helping profession. &

Teaching staff from CUC will come
to learn the NP model of education and
FMS scaff will likewise be sent to China for
the same. Mr Tan sees this memorandum
as a good opportunity for students as well
as staff in both schools to benefit from
one another.

“The media is a very global business,
and therefore, we want to be engaged with
the region as well as the larger sphere. If
you look at the scheme of things, you can't
ignore the rise of China,” he said.

Mr Tan added thar China is only one
part of the plan to reach out into the region

University

and that FMS has plans to send students to
other parts of the ASEAN region.

“Our students must be able w be
comfortable enough to apply their skills in
a variety of settings. We've actually started
sending our students to various places,
to Indonesia and ro Thailand. This is o
allow them to learn to apply their skills in
different environments,” he said.

Mr Tan said, “At the end of the day
we want students who are able to adapr to
working in different cultures, so they need
to be familiar with the terrain, the cultures,
the values of different societies.” 8

School Of ICT Launches New Diplo—ma Plus I;rb_g_ré'r?in;é

BY FAUL HO
paul tribunedfgmail.com

tudents  from the School of
InfoComm  Technology  (ICT)

looking to advance their studies in
mathematics will benefit from the Diploma
Plus Certificate in Advanced Computing
Mathematics (CACM) that was launched
in October.

ICT has been offering enrichment
programmes in mathematics to its students
for three years. Students who bencfited
from such programmes when they went
on to universities, sparked the birth
of CACM. Tt is an optional add-on ro
a basic ICT diploma. Its objective is to
improve the mathematical Foynd;uinlms of
students so they are better equipped for the

& - Tribune, October to December 2007

challenges in computing degree courses.
“Taking CACM is in many ways

similar to taking Higher Chinese,” said
programme leader Mr Terence Choo. “It
is not for cveryone because it demands
certain entry requirements, good time
management skills and hard work.”

Eligible students need to complete
three extra modules, one for each
subsequent semester. CACM will cover
Advanced Statistics, Calculus and Discrete
Mathematics. Each module is worth three
credit units but will not contribure towards
the Grade Point Average (GPA) of a
Ngee Ann Polytechnic Diploma. Instead,
students who complete the programme will
be awarded a Diploma Plus Cerrificate in
addition to their diploma.

Although CACM can prove tw be

CACM Entry Requirements

* Passes in all Level 1.1 Modules

* Minimum GPA of 3.0 based on Level
1.1 results. Grade “B” minimum in
either Computing Mathematics or

Business Statistics

challenging, Mr Choo said that the
benefits make it worth completing the
course for.

He  explained  that CACM
students will find it easier when
they go tw a university because the
course has been twilored o suit many
university curricular. Students will find
that they can easily understand and solve
high-level mathematical problems.

“In this way, CACM serves as a bridge

forstudents to cross over to a more advanced
educarion,” he added.

Michael Koh, 17, a first-year
Information Technology student took it
on as he felt that the field of mathematics
is essential for taking a computing
degree course and having CACM  will
ﬁ.lrl}?er enhance his ability to survive in
a university,

“I want to pursue a career as a sofrware
engineer and although CACM does nor
necessarily give me the absolute credentials
necessary for the job, it will definitely make
the road easier,” he added.

Only first-year ICT students who have
completed their Level 1.1 modules can sign
up for CACM by applying directly to the
school. Only 40 students will be accepred
(see box for entry requirements). m
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MOT Students Have An Edge In Maritime Industry

BY JASMINE GOH
jasmine tribune@gmail com

gee Ann Polyrechnic (NP) has
Nculiabora:t-d with  SPRING

Singapore to initiate the Marine
& Offshore Technology (MOT) Centre
of Innovation (COI) on campus. The
$5.5 million COI “will help marine and
offshore  companies, especially  Small-
Medium  Enterprises  (SMEs), develop
new and innovative products, services
and processes”, according to the NP press
r‘.‘lclﬁc.

The COI is expected to encourage
SMEs to adopt technology to help them 1o
compete effectively in the global marker.

This comes at a time when more
students are drawn to MOT, The number of
students who chose MOT as first-choice for
the 2007/2008 academic year has increased
almost three-fold from 49 to 138. The cut-
off point for MOT has dropped from 18
points last year to 16 points this year.

Over the years, MOT has trained
students to become engineers, project
supervisors and ship designers in meeting
the growing demand for them.

' The core modulesinclude Ship Drawing,

Thermodynamics, Naval Architecture and
Project Management.

In their third-year, MOT students can
choose between specialising in Design or
Oil and Gas rechnology.

Students can look forward to a vibrant
job market in the marine industry when
they graduate.

According to Mr David Chin, Executive
Director of the Singapore Maritime
Foundation (SMF), “Our shipyards

provide 80 nt of the world's jack-ups
and orders g:::’l rigs have been lined up
ull 2012."

Aside from providing opportunities
for practical experience through  the
COI, NP has also ensured thatr MOT
students have access to scholarships in the
maritime industry,

For example, Tan Jun Wei, a third-
year MOT student, 19, is a beneficiary
of the Association of Singapore Maritime
Industries (ASMI) scholarships, which are
offered yearly to students in the Mechanical
Enginecring (ME) Division.

He will be given $30,000 over the span
of three years and is already “considered
accepted” according to Jun Wei, into
Sembawang Shipyards, his scholarship
sponsor.

There are two types of ASMI
scholarships. Aside from what is offered 0
Jun Wei, which is only for Singaporeans,
another scholarship provides $5,000 a year
for five years. The latter is offered to both
foreigners and Singaporeans.

Students taking other courses in the
ME division are also finding lucrative job
offers in the marine industry.

Said Mr Chin, “There has been an
increasing demand for more ralents in
the maritime ancillary service sectors,
including ship brokering, ship financing,
ship planning and logistics, maritime
arbitration and ship surveying,”

According to Mr Clarence Chong, an
Assistant Project Manager at Maritimehub
Pre Led, new entrants to the industry have to
be prepared for the demanding conditions.

He said the working hours are
often erratic due to the nature of the
job, especially for those working in the

AT THE FOREFRONT: The maney will rall for MOT students |
as dhey may design @ ship like this in the future. [Phots souresy of
Tan Jun Weid]

shipyards. Employees might even have to
be on 24-hour standby, even though the |
pay is good. |

Ms Louisa Follis, General Manager of
Simpson, Spence & Young Consultancy |
and Research (Singapore) and a member of
SMF's advisory panel, said the the dynamic |
maritime industry is set to expand further
due to China's growing economy.

She said, “China’s consumption |
of imported raw materials mean that :
shipping services in the Asia Pacific region |
are in heavy demand - a trend thar is |
likely to continue and require new ralent
asa resule.” m

Fitting Education In The Palm Of Your Hand

Nursing students get hands on with PDAs as their personal hospital assistants.

BY CHARITY GOH
chasity tribunefigmail com

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP) has
Ntaken “hands-on" education to the

next level for its Nursing students
by condensing essential information into
the palm of their hands.

NP spent $387,000 buying 220
personal digital assistants (PDAs) for third-
year Nursing students to aid them in their
attachment period which began in August.

The PDAs can be used in school or
in the hospitals where the students are
attached to.

They provide a of
information on diseases, drugs, procedures
and even a list of commonly used phrases
in dialect and Malay.

Chia Yen Ping, 20, a third-year Nursing
student, said that it is a useful reference to
have by her side.

“Te is very important to know wh:‘u
medications I am serving or dispcnsil_lg. So
I can check out an unknown drug in the
PDA and it gives me a quick re Fcrcnccl whcr:
| am serving medications o my patients,
Shf"ﬁ:glpf)ﬁ initiative is bnlicv_:d to be the

first of its kind in Asia for nursing .».Iudc_n[s
and is intended to enhance the learning
cxpc:icm:duringatmchmcn}sapd to boost
ima nursing profession.
dmg:ll?’;:ri;;hz:hicw Eif:n the Director
of the School of Health Science said thac

whole host

ara
edugabion v the patnt of their hands, [Maois aursesy of i Schosd of

ENOW-IT-ALL  COMPANION: Nursing  studenis

Hirabeh Sciemced

the PDAs “will revolutionise the mode of
nursing education”, She hoped that this
high-tech approach will encourage more
young Singaporeans to take up nursing
as a career.

Students can also listen to instructional
clips recorded by their lecturers, said
Dr Phang,

“This will improve their communication
skills and pgood communication with
patients  will  eranslate  into  quality

patient care,” she added.

The PDA can also act as a testing |
system to  ensure that students are
sufficiently  knowledgeable before being
allowed to perform their nursing skills on
the patients, added Dr Phang,

Dr Phang also said that students would
be automatically assessed by the PDA's
electronic logbook which updates irself
based on information that is captured and
collected in the polytechnic's server.

This system aids in determining the
student’s competency level.

Students’ records of their learning
experience in the PDAs will also allow |
lecrurers to track and understand the needs
of individual students.

They are required to write reflections
and thoughts in the PDA which include
the problems and difficulties they face |
ar work.

Lecturers can  then  be updarted
and will be able to help the students
whenever needed.

This directs students in a practical way |
and Yen Ping explained that the PDA “is
really handy and although thick textbooks
are so much more in depth, it is good to |
get a glimpse of the current situation that
needs immediate reference”. |

Students have to rewurn the PDAs |
to the school once they complete their
attachments to hospirals.

“It is a pity I can only use my PDA |
till the end of my attachment in 2008," |
Yen Ping lamented. 8

Get Ahead
With
Rolls-Royce

Every year, one lucky student
at Aerospace Technology
is selected to intern at the
prestigious British company.

BY A B. RICHARD
richard tribune@gmail.com

He has dreamt of interning ar Rolls-
Royce since his first-year and in May
this year, Tan Choon Kiar beat 12 other
students to become the only student
from Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) to
intern at the Rolls-Royce at Derby in the
United Kingdom.

“I feel honoured to be the only person to
go on the Overseas Industrial Attachment
Programme (OQIAP) ar Rolls-Royce,” said
Choon Kiat, 19, a third-year student from
Aerospace Technology (AT).

This stint is set to put Choon Kiat
head and shoulders above many other
students, said Dr § N Mukherjee, a
senior lecturer and section manager of the
Engineering Materials Section, Mechanical
Engineering (ME) Division at the School of
Engincering (SoE). He spearheaded this
project in 2004,

“I cerrainly believe that students who
have been there will have an edge over other
people because they have seen whar kind
of research goes on in the area of aircraft
engines in Rolls-Royce,” Dr Mukherjee
told Tribune.

According to Dr Mukherjee, Choon
Kiat is one of a selection of 13 short-listed
candidates. Only one place is given to a
student each year.

Mr Lee Yong Him, a senior lecrurer
and manager of the AT programme at ME,
believed that the key factor is to be able to
adapt to new environments and situations.

He said that being able to adapt well
- as well as the ability to communicate
effectively - are important factors for a
student on an overseas attachment.

“A student is on his own, when he
comes to an issue or crisis he is to learn
how to survive in a new environment and
the challenges and constraines that come
along with it,” Mr Lee said.

In fact, Dr Mukherjee said that during
the selection process, students were grilled
on their life skills. He himself made a point
to “switch from technical questions to the
non-technical, and vice-versa”.

He stressed, “ want o see how mentally
agile and macure a student is, how articulare
he is.”

He added, “When we send a student,
he is an ambassador for NP and for
Singapore. So how he comes across is
very important. Whatever country they
are going into, they must be familiar with
basic facts.”

Initially, Choon Kiat had to submir a

| one page write-up on why he was interested

in the OIAP ar Rolls-Royce.

Later he was interviewed by a team of
senior lecturers from NP till four scudents
were short-listed.

“Then there was a representative from
Rolls-Royce Singapore that came to NP ro
do a short interview and we got the results
the next day,” Choon Kiar said.

He noted with a laugh, “What is
important is that we learn from the people
there, experience their lives, experience their
working style and get paid in pounds.”

Ule 'imalcly. he said, his stint may make
it easier for him to work at Rolls-Royce in
the future. |
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Always Somethmg Extra At Red Camp Four

BY TIMOTHY SIM

timothy. tribunefigmail. com
paches,  Centurions,  Ninjas,
Spartans and Vikings stormed

gee Ann Polytechnic (NP} in
the Roadmap to Explore and Discover
(RED) Camp, with Student Leaders (SL) at
the forefront of the journey of exploration
for visiting O-Level students.

There were more than 2,400 O-Level
students signing up, double of last year's
1,200 participants.

This tribal bonding scenario for RED
Camp Four on 21 to 23 November, was the
brainchild of NP student Ambassadors and
Corporate Communications.

RED Camp is a three-day camp aimed
to give the O-Level students a raste of a
polytechnic student’s life.

Mr  Adrian  Phuah, Corporate
Communications manager and the main
person behind RED Camp, said, “The
element of students planning the RED
Camp was critical in making the camp
vibrant on a personal level”

This is the first time students were so
involved in planning the camp a the start
of the conceptualisation for the camp.

“Planned for students, by students.
It's very heartfel. I guess we would have
a slightly better impression of what the
RED campers would like to know abour,”
he said.

Marvin Kang, 26, a third-year Business

A TRIBAL FRONT: The SLs of the Misija Tribe shimeing aff therr moves at the SL Camp. [Pieturs by: Jeremy Toh]

various committees for RED Camp.

The SL committee had a two-day 5L
Camp 1o strengthen the bond among the
SLs on 12 and 13 October.

Ang Jin Hui, 20, a second-year
Information Technology studenc  and
Marvin's camp assistant, said that the SL
camp made a big difference in uniting the
SLs before the actual RED Camp.

Muhammed Fauzi Bin Azzhar, 19, a
first-year Product Design 8 Innovation
student, had been to RED Camps Two
and Three as a participant, and this was
his first time planning for the camp as an

in the RED Camps he had attended made
“everything seem fresh and welcoming”.

This involved no small sacrifices
as the SLs had to juggle planning
for the camp while concentrating on
their studies.

“At least 10 hours were put in every
week in planning for the camp by each
committee that we were in. However, |
feel it's a macter of compromise and
balancing it out,”
b
student,
publicity commictee.

Sdl[\_i I {ﬂn I'l\l]l "\Ir‘hl nsa,
Early Childhood

who was in charge of the SLs

second-year

the SLs, however, did not have to plan for
everything. The logistics of the camp werc
mainly taken care of by the staff.

Although the main  concept
remained  similar, the content of
RED Camp Four had heen largely
changed. Participants were broken into
five tribes instead of the last year’s colour
~coded groups.

Another new addition to the camp,
a mass dance choreographed by the SL
committee, brought the element of fun
and bonding to the students through
synchronised dancing.

The students also had catered meals
from eateries like Ramen Ten, Breeks
and Yoshinoya.

The RED Campers ended off their
camp at Hop Night, at the convention
centre. A guest appearance by a D] from
Zouk brought the smoke and alcohol-free
clubbing experience to the RED Campers,
most of whom have never experienced
it before.

Mr Phuah said that this would only be
the beginning for the RED Campers. There
will be more in store for them.

“Corporate  Communications  has
initiated a new programme called |".|
Camp Plus’, which will provide
graduating O-Level students with a more
in-depth  feel of what
experiencing in a particular course if they
choose it.

“It will be run by the various faculties,
and students can choose to attend the ones

will be

th ey

Despite heading the various commictees,  they are more interested in,” he said.

SL. He agreed that the presence of the SLs

Studies student, was in charge of the

One of the leading universities in Australia. James Cook
University (JCU) offers a prestigious and enriching cur-
riculum to its students worldwide. JCU was recently award-
ed a 5-star rating for the quality of Student’s Educa-
tion Experience (Good Universities Guide 2006).

Why JCU Singapore?

- 3 intakes a year for most degrees

- Option to study part of the degree in JCU Australia

- Degree awarded by Australian government-funded University

- Resident senior academic staff from Australia ensuring academic quality
- Studies completed earlier than fellow students in Australian Campuses

- Polytechnic graduates are eligible to receive Advanced Standings towards our
Bachelor Programs

STUDY IN AN
AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY
IN SINGAPORE

Immerse yourself in a vibrant and creative learning environ-
ment under the wing of our experienced lecturers at JCU
Singapore. With its trimester academic year, you graduate
ahead of others, fully equipped for an exciting career
ahead.

Stimulate your mind with a professional education at JCU
Singapore now.

Undergraduate Programs

- Bachelor of Business (Management)*
- Bachelor of Business (International Business)*
- Bachelor of Business (International Tourism)*
- Bachelor of Business (Marketing)*

- Bachelor of Information Technology

- Bachelor of Psychology

* Double majors option available for the Bachelor of Business
Programs ;

Postgraduate programs also available in Business, Education,
Guidance & Counselling, IT and Psychology

JCU

Tel: 63776833 Fax: 62725833 Hotline: 8222

JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY
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FMS Studios Backdrop To Wedding Photos

Remembering their polytechnic days in their wedding photos.

BY ELAINE WEE
elaime, tribure@gmail.com

ike many students, Low Shir Li, 27,

and Daryl Chua, 29, first met

on campus before tying  the
knot years later. However not many
go back to their school to rake their
wedding photos.

The Film, Sound & Video (FSV)
graduates returned to the School of Film
& Media Studies (FMS) in Ocrober
for their wedding photoshoot in the
school's studios.

The couple, who graduated a year
ago from the University of Queensland,
Australia, decided to ger married this
December after six years of courtship.

They adopted an unconventional but
sentimental approach for their wcdding
photoshoor, and hired a professional
photographer to  take pictures of
them in the multi-track studio and the
corridors of FMS.

“It’s nostalgia. Perhaps to the others,
the [FMS5] studios may not be that special,
but to us, it brings a lot ofgtnud memories,
because the times we spent there were the
best days of our lives,” said Daryl.

Shir Li explained that FSV students
spend almost every day in the FMS

ONLY LOVE: Shir Li and Diary! both agreed that the countless nights working af the multi-treck studio was ane of the mast memsorable period in their Jipes. (Phoios costery of Ese froe Volane Couture]

studios, especially during heavy assignment
periods. The couple was classmates in their
first year, and then assigned to different
classes in the next two years.

“l remember we were supposed to do
a 3D project together in our first year, but
somchow there was a misunderstanding
and we ended up pairing up with
other people.

Prestige Card Offers More Perks

BY ELAINE WEE
elaine tribunefgmail.com

tudents can look forward to discounts

at more outlets in Singapore with

the new Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP)
Prestige Card.

The Prestige Card is an annual card
scheme planned and provided by the
Student’s Union (NPSU) for NP scudents.

It offers price discounts at various
fashion, food, beauty and entertainment
outlets, such as  NewUrbanMale,
Toni&Guy and Spizza. Swdents can
collect their free cards during Prestige Card
fairs throughour their student years in NP,

The NPSU, together with campus radio
station Radio Heatwave and the School of
InfoComm Technology (ICT), launched
the new Pf{.‘»t]‘gu Card on 22 October in
the Atrium.

A total of 440 studens visited the booth
and got their cards on the spot.

Teo Jie Wei, 19, third-year student
from Electrical 1'.ngi1lm'rma_-_ and Welfare
Secretary of NPSU, said, “There are a loc
of new participating outlets this year, and
we're still sourcing for more recailers.

“We even got restaurants in hotels who

are gi\'i“g’ us discounts for their buffets.”

Serene Chen, 19, third-year student
from Quality Managementand Engineering
and Project Chairman of NPSU, said,
“The previous card schemes focused on
fashion but
expanding into food and hotels.”

“We're also venturing  into  mobile
phcnn(' discounts and we're looking into
different companies right now.”

New on the list of participating outets
are Grand Plaza Park Hotel along Orchard
Road, Saucony, and two online apparel

.lll(l ontercaimment, HL‘II('

o December 2007
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1 like the idea of
iﬂsmmising the Prestige
Card because there is 4
sense of ownership.
Ng Wei Bihg

Third-year seitdent
Chinese Studies

boutiques, Visual Trap (htep://www.
visualtrap.com) and Asia Styler (hrep://
asiastyler.com/shop).

“We know it’s the online shopping
trend right now, so we're trying to keep up
with it,” explained Jie Wei.

Besides  the outlets, Jie Wei
pointed out that this year’s Prestige Card is
customised to the owner.

new

A _\'c“n“' label with the campus ||1l_-|n_\nd
the student’s name in large cursive font is
p.l\[(’ll at the back of the card.

The barcode number has been replaced
with the student’s il{uniil_\' number.

Ng Wei Ting, a third-year Chinese
Studies student sa “I like the idea of
customising the Prestige Card because
there is a sense of uwnc-r-.hi]).

“It seems that NPSU is putting in more
effort to encourage students o make use of
the card.”

The NPSU will be organising a second
Prestige Card fair in one to two months’
time to further publicise the card and to
showcase the updated list of outlets,

Jic Wei wanrts to remind students that
they will still able to collect their cards at
thar fair.

He also disclosed that NPSU will be
launching their ofh wehsite soon, so
students can look out for updates on the
Prestige Card and other events, B

“That was probably one of the times we
missed each other,” Shir Li recalled.

“We weren't very close friends. I knew
him as ‘the guy in black’,” she continued.

Shir Li found Daryl charismatic, bue
most importantly, he was reliable and
understanding. “He guided me through
the good and bad times,” said Shir Li.

U.lr_\'i described his fancée as his purl“cgt

match, “the one [he] wants to spend the
rest of [his] life with”, “She's _u.urgmu\'_.
extremely considerate and independent,”

he said.

Daryl proposed to Shir Li in March
dur'mi_; one of their trips to Bintan. “It
was very romantic. We were canoeing in
the middle of the sea and he popped the
question with a ring,” recalled Shir Li. &

Whipping Up Wonder Creams

BY ANISAH AHMAILY

anisah. tribuned

‘gmail com

le
were found concocting their very
Wi products  in
gee Ann Polytechnic's (NP) laboratories
in Sl.‘|,'l[rrn|1ur.

spiring cosmetologists island-wi

cosmeceutical

In conjunction with science.07, NP's
School of Life Sciences & Chemical
I] L'Chnl]lnl_[:\' [[HLII |.|l|'|l|.1|(l.|
Laboratory Enrichment Programmes — one
of which is “Cosmeceuticals, Science of
Cosmetics”
18] ‘-’1 S(‘l“n\iﬂr.\' .l.\\'\l‘ |“'|l| .]hll."' 'Il\l\l\.'!]l\
from N;'_cu Ann Second School, Pei
Hwa Secondary School, Woodlands Ring
Secondary School and Fairkield .\1‘;1\[1&1!‘}'
Schoal, to name a few.

NP is taking the next step in bringi
the latest in the burgeoning cosmetic
market to our students, as well as potential
students, said Ms Sally Soh, the lecturer
who handled the programme.

[hf\ “-'i” .\il“lll‘.l]l(‘[lll\ll\' ||[‘i'\'i|.{L' []I('in
with an insight into the industry and
prepare them for what they can do in the
field afrer graduation.

Cosmeceutical, said Ms
berween

three

as an lIlI[I'L'.'I.Ch Prc Amime

S‘Uh. ih
the cosmetics  and
pharmaceuticals.

Instead of regular cosmetics that make
women look good, cosmeceutical products
promise drug-like effects namely anti-
ageing, anti-bacterial and whitening.

There is a strong slant towards the
concept of anti-ageing in the handours
for the three-hour programme, one that
is ubiquitous in the global cosmetic
market today.

Ms Soh explained that anti-ageing

marriage

cosmeceurticals are best-sellers in  the

m.lrk\'[ |I‘\i.|"
Participants were given the chance
to formulate their own

]lrmhu.(-. such as sun-block, acne &n,',:n.

cosmeceutical

and medicated |ip balm,

“The highlight of the programme was
leting students experiment and play around
with their concoctions, .n||_|l|rir1g% and the
different fragrances as their creativity led
them,” Ms Soh said.

In a field so often deemed as “dry”,
she added, “The main aim of this hands-
on session was to keep them interested, to
attract them.”

Ms Soh agreed that there is Rerce
competition because of the endless product
innovations in this rapidly developing
globalised industry.

Apart  from exposing  participants
to the field of Cosmetic Science, these
programmes act as a teaser for LSCT's
admission drive. The strategy was to give
participants a taste of what the Diploma in
Pharmacy Science course in NI has in store
for them.

Participants took away with them a
substantial amount of scientific concepts as
well as a deeper understanding of the skin,
its response to chemicals, anti-oxidans and
vitamins and how these ingredients work.

One of the benefits would be being able
to make more informed choices the next
time they buy their own cosmerics,

Mow in its seventh year, science.07
is a month-long annual national event
to promote greater public awareness
and appreciation of the roles played by
science, technology and biomedicine in
Singapore today.

For more information,
sciencemonth.org.sg W

VISIE
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Dragon Boaters Top IVP And Nationals

BY ANISAH AHMAD
anisah.tribune@gmail com

t was ar the 25th Sip i
Regatta  where  (he g[’i\lr;;:-c R;:-:
Polytechnic  (Np) Dragon  Boar

(NPDB) team made o
bagged Championship
another on 3 November.

Charles  Wong, 20, , third-year
Electrical  Engineeri ng  swudent  and
President of NPDB said “We did not focus
on the outcome goal, but rather we focused
morE on our process. A lot of emphasis was
pur into our technique, which we spent a
lot of time perfecting.”

NP clinched the Gold for the Institute-
Varsity-Polytechnic (IVP) Games, bearing
teams from 10 other tern iary institutes
like the National University of Singapore,
Narional Technological University and

comeback and
titles one after

STAFF AND STUDENT ALIKE: A ux

Republic Polytechnic. At the Singapore
Dragon Boat Festival in July, NP had failed
to clinch any ride.

NP won the rditdes “National
Championship (Men) Grand Final
Champion” out of 42 rteams and the
“Tertiary (Men) Champion” out of 10
tertiary institutes thar were in the same
heat. It also won runner-up positions for
three other races.

Jonathan Jung, 19, a third-year
Biorechnology student and Vice-President
of NPDB, shared that despite not finishing
fist for all races, they “still gave the
other teams a run for their money” as the
difference in timings were not far apart.

The team, however, is not complacent.
“Winning the championship is easy but
defending the ride is difficult. We will
have to work even harder for future races,”
said Charles. @

meup session led by the students of NPDB. (Wienee by Adeline Yool

Rowing Bonds Staff And Students

R ENG YLUIWEN
hwen. tribunegmail. com

ides were turned as the Ngee Ann

Polytechnic (NP) Dragon Boat

{_\'[I'DB] team schooled the staff in
the art of paddling up at Regatta 2007.

Seaff and student rowed together in the
hear of the sweltering sun in the latest effort
by the 521 organising committee to boost
student-teacher relations. .

NPDB conducted rowing lessons for
the staff of the polytechnic, equipping
them with the skills for their staff race. The
chairman of the 521 commirtee, Mrs Chan-
Ko Tzu Yun, praised the school rowers as
having “confidence, good organisational
skills and teamwork”.

Both teams that the NP Canocing
Club sent in clinched the top two spots yet
again in the student race in Regatta lm.fi?.
Duncan Chew, 20, third-year Information
Technology student and \"Ii.'s.‘-pl'('\id‘:n[. of
the Canoeing Club, said that it was possible
because they “ensured that every member
in the club feel bonded mgc:hcu: ; .

The Electrical & Computer Engincering
he staff race, followed by the
| Technology and

team won t
Life Science 8 Chemica
Mechanical Engineering teams. :

Pre-event preparations In.l_llld('f-{ I\i\jum r-
conditioning xcssinlm for staff unfamiliar or

.omfortable with wat
"m;.::lriclm who s,o;lcl_'n-d lecturers d.uri.|l15,
rowing practices before |hcl 'r‘“ﬂw(::jl(,
the lecturer “put away everything i
related and enjoyed themselves (.h.U m:ﬂ;,@
Adrian Phoon, 19, @ third-year

er.

& [They] ensured that
_ every member in
the club feel bonded

together.

Duncan Ghew
Vice-President

NP l:.umumg( lub

& Offshore .]-l'(llllllllll_[.\' student, who
conducted the practice sessions, found
the experience of coaching lecturers an
;1mu>ing casc of role reversal as he “fele like
a teacher for once, with students much
older” than he.

Mrs Chan, the chairman of 521, felt
that such student-driven initiatives should
be encouraged in the future.

l{“\'\'l’.’\.'t'r. '\hL' ‘1[[("1\!.'(1 1|'|.|l in HI'I:[(‘[ .\[ll'lf
students to be in charge, the staff has w
be ready to facilitate or help the students
whenever needed”.

Lamenting that such opportunities for
interaction berween student and staff are
rare, r‘\lili.]lt L'LP{CH.\L'C.I an CL‘FL‘”‘(‘H‘\ tor

future |Jm:di|)H sessions. “They build up
the [|:I<\,ti(l]l&||ip berwen student and staff,
I“ [h‘_' i‘l.l\\r:h:ln:l. illl!:lrn\'u! hﬂl'l\l.\ I\ﬂ-'lll
lead to smoother learning journeys for all
invalved,” he said.

The school of Film & Media Studies
(FMS) sent in their first team this year,
Mr Felix Tan, captain of the FMS team,
expressed his pride in his ceammares as “ac
no point did anyone give up”. “Although
the FMS team did not win, 1 really think
that we put up a good fight,” he added. ®

FOR GLORY: NFDB Team, in Lane One, perfeching each stride and beating the other teams hands down. [Phess soursesy of

Elrasor Kwuk)

International Students
‘Compete In NP

BY A B. RICHA
richard. tribur

mail.com

or the frst time ever,

Ann  Polytechnic  (NP)

FunBuzz'07, a telemarch OFg; nised
|‘:. [ § |]|.' t )'\'I.'f SCas S[i l‘["“l 5 .l’\\ SOC
(OSA) for international students on 3
MNovember ar the Sports Complex
} the first telemacch event that
nised by the OSA in Singapore.
tried 1o incorporate some fun and
active 1_':”“('3 [ (4] ||{' Iilxl.\'fl{ I‘.‘ |i" th'

Ngee

hosted

ion

was
We
inte
inte
it's a good event because they can interact
with other international students as well,”
said llung Pranata, 20, an Indonesian
student from the PSB Academy and
Student Welfare Chairman of the OSA.
Like many Indonesians, he goes only by his
given name.

The full-day telemarch, which lasted
from 10.30 am to 5.00 pm, saw 24 teams
from various nationalities compete against
each other in a series of six games.

According ro llung Pranata, each team
comprised seven members with at least

national students over here. 1 think

A ROLLICKING
LEFT

three international students in each team.

There total of 300 students
who turned up for the event, including
supporters and helpers.

“Some of the games that we organised

wis a

are dnd:_:u ball, an obstacle relay race,
a :.hunlinl_; game, 1|u|:kinf_‘_ as well as
sumoe  wrestling and  jousting,” lung
Pranata said.

He added that the event had been in the
planning stages for the past three months
before finally making its way into NP,

Wai Moe Kyaw, 20, a student from
Myanmar studying at PSB Academy was
delighted about the event. “This event
allows friends from many different schools
to come together and it’s fun playing
games like these,”

“And they wok a lot of dme
prepare for this event. 1 also met my old
friends whom I've not mer for a long
time since I've been here, and also made
new friends. [ look forward to it next year,”
he added.

“I think the outcome of this event has
been very positive,” llung Pranata said.
“l believe more stuc take part
next year.” H

Tribune, October to December 2007 - 11




sports & ccas

Students Unaware Of NAPFA Training Programmes

BY SELENE YAP
selene tribune@gmail com

ith the compulsory National
Physical Fitness  Award
(NAPFA)  rest  conducted

throughout the year, third-year students
at Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) are given
ample time ro participate in training
programmes organised by their schools.

Even then, there are students who are
unaware of such programmes and still turn
up unprepared for the test.

The NP website states that third-year
students preparing for their NAPFA rest
“can approach the Student Development
Section (SDS) for assistance in the area
of NAPFA tnaining... demonstrations
and NAPFA preparation talks are also
conducred... by the SDS.”

However, Mr Gerald Ang, 36, Student
Development Manager and coordinator
of the NAPFA Scheme, said, “Individual
schools in NP are required to run their own
training programmes and the SDS will only
provide assistance where needed.”

Students are informed of the rest dates
through their schools and are required to
artempr the NAPFA test before graduaring.
Their test results will be reflected in the
students’ academic transcripts.

According o Mr Ang, NP reccives $15
from the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF)
for every student who achieves a Gold or
Silver Award in their NAPFA test.

This monetary incentive is channelled

back to the students in the form of a
messenger bag,

‘The MINDEF Physical Fitness
Performance Award scheme for Learning
Institutes is aimed at raising the physical
fitness profile of pre-enlistees. Administered
based on the NAPFA performance of the
school, the monetary incentive awarded is
intended to be used o promote physical
fitness, such as buying or maintaining sports
equipment  or disbursing  direcdy o
students.

As such, Heikal Shafrudin, 19, a third-
year Mass Communication student, felt
that “students should be entitled 1o a more
appealing incentive to encourage betrer
performance in our NAPFA".

While the SDS had previously
organised NAPFA training programmes,
these were eventually abolished due o
lack of attendance among students due to
time constraints.

Since then, individual schools have
taken the initiative to organise mass
training sessions to prepare  students
for NAPFA.

One such initiative is the Electrical
Engineering (EE) Jogging Club, made up
of 70 third-year EE male students.

The EE lecturer and NAPFA
coordinator, Mr Low Thian Chye, ensures
that all students eligible for MNational
Service (NS) enlistment participate in the
club’s weekly activities.

According to Kok Boon Hwee, 20, a
third-year EE student and club committee
member, the club conducts compulsory

A Head Start For Radio

Control Club

TR

BOYS LIKE TOYS: The feanr and thetr sodified cars brought
them o e fop of the grip racing category. (Mot cowey of BCCH

BY PEARLYN HOON
peatlyn.tribune@gmail com

he Radio Conurol Club (RCC) is

the latest Co-Curricular Acrivity

(CCA) to be added 1o the existing
list of clubs and socicties, bringing the
overall CCA count to 104.

Set up in April, the RCC has already
tasted success by clinching first and third
places in an Inter-Polytechnic Competition
on 29 Seprember organised by Singapore
Polytechnic’s Radio Control Drifters, as
well as second and third places in a four-
hour Endurance Race.

“lt ook four months of planning to get
us started. Wich l|'u.' hclp and support of
fellow students with the same interest and
goal to ser up the club, we made a dream
into a reality,” said Sng Wei Jie, 19, a third-
year Electronics and Computer Engineering
student and student advisor of the RCC.

The RCC has made its presence felt by
frequent displays and persistent advertising
in online forums, according to Wei Jie. The
RCC has demonstrated in the CCA Fiesta,
F1 in Schaals, the Ngee Ann Challenge, and

12 - Tribume, October to December 2007

Roadmap to Explore and Discover (RED)

Camp held from 21 to 23 November.
“We aim to promote this hobby to

everyone,” said Wei Jie, who stepped down

e

EE JOGGING CLUB; Student fstrichors warmitrng iep before the 24Km run, iPhots ovsrioey = EE Jegging Clab]

training with six sessions held over a month
before the NAPFA test.

For Dai Zi Xing, 21, a third-year
Electronic and Computer Engineering
(ECE) student, such compulsory training
sessions were “extremely helpful® in
preparing students for the NAPFA test.
Zi Xing eventually received a Gold Award
for his NAPFA test.

Even with such help provided, there are
still students who choose not to participate
in such sessions. Donn Chiew, 19, a third-
year Banking & Financial Services student,
is one of many students who adopt a

'Reaching For The

“wait-and-see” actitude, and is unsure of
his NAPFA test dates or of any existing
training programmes organised by the
School of Business & Accountancy.

Boon Hwee felt that third-year
students should have a sense of
responsibility towards the NAPFA u:s.
considering the cffort made by the schools
to help its students.

However, Juan Qishen, 19, a
third-year ECE student said that “the
apathetic  attitude  towards NAPFA

could be due ro heavy timembles or just
plain laziness”. ®

‘Highest Pinnacle

BY CALVIN YANG
calvin tribunefigmail.com

as the president of the club in his final |

semester. “It is not a guys-only hobby as
we do have female members, but this is
no child’s play. It isn't aimless driving or
flying around.

“Our club is mainly into the drifting
and rouring (grip racing) category with a
few of our members owning radio control

airplanes, helicopters, buggies and monster |

trucks,” he said.

I hope that in time,
people will accept
radio control as a
hobby.
Sng Wei Jie

Student Advisar
Radio Conerol @lub

But the sessions are more than just
mastering the best drifting rechniques, Wei
ch said, "To put our a,'rr::l[wi()‘ to the test,
we design our own car or helicopter body
shells to make it stand out from the rest
and offer our own DIY modifications.”

Wei Jie hopes his ream will grow
and persevere as a whole, “Through

team spirit, we have performed well ac |

events and competitions, and without the
support of our friends and members, we
may not be where we are today. | hope that

in time, people will accept radio control as |
| adventurous people to take part and have

a hobby.” m

adventure-lovers ran, abseiled and
navigated their way into the record
books at Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s (NP)
inaugural adventure race on 20 October,
the first for a polytechnic in Singapore.
Organised by the Adventure Ropes
Course and volunteers from The Adventure
Seekers and Ouwcward Bounders, The
Pinnacle saw 44 teams competing in spite
of the heavy downpour before flag-off. The
rain, however, was not enough to dampen
| the high spirits of the participants.
| Ms June Phoon, Assistant Student
Development Manager at the Student
l)l_'\'l.']UPIT'IL'I'I( .mdr'\lmumTlcl\ulinm(}ﬁicc‘
said, "It was really a challenge to organise
the race for the first time.”

‘The Pinnacle, which took the organisers
five months to plan, saw participants
completing various tasks along the way,
including the highlighe of the race -
abseiling down a six-storey high building at
the heart of the NI’ campus,

From a six-kilometre run along the
Bukic Timah Nature Reserve to a one-

| kilometre randem  bike dash around
the campus viciniry, the race distance
was scaled down o accommodare
participants from the four different
categories — StafffAlumni, Student Mixed,
Student Men's and Student Women's.
| Jamie Chan, Project Director for the
event, explained, “We wanted the non-

Ir was all smiles despite the rain as

toit.” M

a chance to win. That's why our race route
was  built 10 teamwork  and
endurance.”

For Muhammad Raffiuddin, 19, thd
mere thought of the race was a challenge in
itself. A memberof the Nanyang Polytechnic
(NYT) invitational team, he said, “We felc
that it would be a disadvantage for us as we
do not know the race route well, unlike the
other teams who were from NP iself.”

Undeterred by the stumbling block,
he and his partner Onn Yan Chang, 19,
emerged as the winners of the Students’
Mixed category, completing the race in just
over two h[lur!{.

“Inirially, it didn’t occur to us whether
we were able to grab the first position buc 1
think that we deserved the top position after
pushing ourselves really hard throughout
the race,” Raffiuddin added.

In the Student Men’s category, Henry
Lee, 19, and Joe Ng, 19, both third-year
Electronic and Computer Engineering
(ECE) students, came outr tops with
a timing of one hour and 59 minures
despite a strong held of participants,
Elsewhere, close friends Audris Sua, 18,
second-year Business Studies  student,
and Seah Xing Wei, 18, second-year ECE
student, celebrated their victory in the
women's category with a respectable timing
of two hours and 12 minues.

Audris told Tribune that the pair
had no idea what adventure racing
was about but “thought it would be cool to
join in the fun”.

She added, “If there would be a race
again next year, | am looking forward

rest




