RIBOUNE

Ngee Ann Polytechnic's campus newspaper

Poly Grads Command ngher Salaries

B
ety Aot
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raduates from polytechnics are
Grm:iving berter starting pay bur

the pay rise of $52 is far lower than
the $300 varsity graduates enjoy.

According to an annual survey among
the five polytechnics here, fresh polytechnic
graduates employed in  full-ime jobs
averaged a gross monthly income of $1,711
tor 2006, compared to $1,659 for 2005.

The latest Graduate Employment Survey
(GES), jointdy conducted by Nanyang
Polytechnic (NYT), Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP), Singapaore Polyrechnic (SP), Republic
Polytechnic (RP) and Temasck Polytechnic

’TP). ook place berween October 2006
to January 2007, and the results were
announced in February.

Among the 7,231 graduates who
participated in the survey, 91.3 percent
of the respondents found jobs within six
months after graduation.

Survey results also indicated that
Maritime, Health Science and Chemical
& Life Sciences graduates brought in
the highest pay ranging from an average
of $2,169 to $2,251, while Media and
Design, Information Technology and Built
Environment course graduates commanded
the least, the average ranging from $1,945
o $1,956.

Post-National Service (NS) graduates
also drew a higher starting pay, with an

verage gross monthly salary of $2,029, up
Jjom $1,975 in 2005.

However, the GES also showed that
pay increases for polytcchnic students
lagged behind che increases for that of
university graduates.

The latest salary survey by Singapore
Management University (SMU),
revealed that 100 percent of its graduates
in 2006 were able to find employment
within six months of having graduared,
compared to 913 percent for fresh
polytechnic g,raduates

Monthly Salary of Graduates in Full Tlm:
Monthly Salary of Fresh Permanent Employment by Course Category
B 7
Permanens Employmen: | Course Category ety
J Accountancy, Business, Finance & Law $1,618
Built Environment. $1,587
Chemical & Life Sciences & Other .Scmncc.s $1,703
Engineering (Electrical & Electronic) 1821
Engineering (Mechanical 8 Manufacturing) | $1,830
" Health Sciences 35 | _;1 .;-93
Information Technology . | $1,686
T R RO
2005 B8 200c_MSMESSE 0 . | s
All Courses $1,711
Source: Graduate Employment Survey 2007
According to Channel NewsAsia, prefer university graduates rather than

some 353 SMU survey respondents who
graduated berween May and September
last year enjoyed a 13 percent increase in
their average starting pay. This meant a
jump from $2,520 to $2,850 in 2005. For
polytechnic graduates, however, the pay
rise was just $52 or 3.1 percent, up from
$1, 659 in 2005.

At press time, the National University
of Singapore (NUS) and the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU) had not
released their graduate employment survey
for 2007,

However, according to the survey
results for 2006, NUS graduates enjoyed
more than a FIVC PC{CCH( inc“.'as(.' Ffon\ II'IC
previous year in 2005,

Polytechnic graduates are aware of the
stark differential but are prepared to further
their studies to boost their earning power
and job opportunities,

Christopher Toh, 21, a recent Banking
& Financial Services (BFS) graduate from
NP currently working in a local cravel firm
said, “1 ‘m aiming for a post-graduate degree
as it will mean more than a basic degree.

“Most employers look ar grades first
and foremost. That is probably why [hcy

polytechnic graduates.”

Anather NP graduate, Tay Wee Cheong,
21, fele thar polytechnic graduartes, despite
having lesser qualifications than university
graduates, are more ready to handle
challenges at work.

“What sets poly grads apart from others
is the level of independence they acquire
over the years,” he said.

Mr Raymond Tan, an executive in
charge of hiring employees for an events
company, said that employers nowadays do
not base their selections of employees solely
on academic achievements.

“Polytechnics offer a great deal of

learning beyond the classrooms and are as

concerned with the overall development of

students as universities,” he explained.

The Straits Times has recently noted
that employers who employ polytechnic
gr.{du.][us now }JFQ'E.L’{ those who |"|:Id taken
the poly-university route,

This is because the three years in
the polytechnic offer youngsters the
basic technical and practical know-how,
while an undergraduare degree offers the
relevant conceprual grounding in their
chosen field. B
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NP Outdoes Itself With Record Enrolment

BY STEFHANIE GWEE

stephanie. tribunefgmail com
Additiomal reporting by Addison Wang

hanks to new courses and a
reputation for achievement, Ngee
Ann Polytechnic’s (NP) enrelment

soared 1o a record 4,800, up from 4,500
last year.

According  t©  NP's  Corporate
Communications (CC) officer May Goh,
a key reason is the high level of interest for
the new courses introduced by NP this year
and the continued demand for popular
diploma courses.

Students also told an informal survey
by Tribune that the primary reason they
decided to pursue an academic diploma in
NP is the reaching quality and good track

record of the various courses offered.

New courses such as Psychology and
Community Services (PCS), Digital
Visual Effects (DVFX) and Acrospace
W attracred many
apflicants, ig«_ said, with DVEX and AT
heavily oversubscribed despite having only
30 and 80 places respectively.

Mr Marc Jonetr, Course Manager of
DWVEX said that during the Joint Ad missions
Excrcise (JAE), he received 366 first-choice
applicants for 30 places in the new course,
As the diploma was given the green light
only last December, such response came as
a delightful surprise, he said.

According to the survey which covered
50 first-year students during the annual
Freshman Orientation Camp, six in 10 said
that they enrolled in NI as they believed

that NP would provide a solid and well-
rounded educarion.

“My cousins and friends who were
former NP students told me that the
School of Business here is one of the bestin
Singapore, and thar the business diploma
offered here is highly valued in the industry.
They also mentioned that the [teaching
quality] in NP is very high,” said Nurul
Jannah, a first-year ACC student.

Also, half the students surveyed stated
that they had visited NP during the annual
Open House and were impressed with the
spirit and enthusiasm of its students in
promoting their courses.

About one in five students said they liked
the social climate. Said Lim Ying Hui, a
first-year Tourism and Resort Management
(TRM) student, “To me, the students in

the other polytechnics only study, study,
study. But NP has a good balance of work
and play.”

The surge in the enrolment has also
sparked fears of overcrowding.

“When 1 step into Canteen One at
lunch, 1 ger a headache as theatre so many
people! If there are more people crammed
into classes, would that nor reduce the
efficiency of reaching?” said Benson Ang, a
final-year ACC student.

But it seems unlikely that popular
courses will be increasing their student
intake any time soon.

“Currently, we feel thar a group of
30 students is a comfortable number to
work with,” said Mr Joner, adding that
“we wouldn't want to saturate the DVFX
industry too fast”, B



of the courses she pur down.
The reason acco w ics is
that, :mdusn}udwqudnﬁed

Why? After all, it is an extra year of
study, three years instead of two in a JC.

A Scho

BY BENJAMIN TAY
benjamin. tribune gmail. com

riends label her as “She-Hulk” for two
Fgu(:d reasons. Her fervent passion in

pursuing her Co-Curricular Activity
{CCA), Canoe Polo and her ability to score
a multitude of As.

At first glance, 20-year-old Denisc Tan
may seem like your average girl next door,
with a demure exterior, straight hair and
sporting a healthy tan. But don't be fooled
by this cool exterior, because what lies
beneath is nothing short of extraordinary
for somebody her age.

Her accomplishments — both in and
our of the class — far precede thar of many.
Captain of the Canoe-Polo club, academic
ace, Ngee Ann Kong Si Gold Award
medallist, gold award for the Inter-Varsity
Polytechnic games. She is popular and well-
liked by both her peers and lecturers alike.

Fuelled by an carnest desire to learn
lﬂd r){Cf]. [‘)l‘l]i\l.] \'\'I“J ‘I.'J“."d 5 “' Hnis t" o
her O-levels, had a 4.0 !_;r.nlg- pnint average
(GPA) for five of her six schooling semesters
— and a 3.974 for the other. (;r.u'.u.nl:u{;
with a Diploma with Merit in graduate
in Molecular Hitnu‘hma]ng_} I'E>|L'v|n1l\:j|
known as Diploma in Biotechnology)
last year, her CCA portfolio was no less
spectacular, achicving a grand toral of
131 points by the end of her three years
in Ngee Ann = nearly doubling that of the
requirement for a CCA Gold Award

While many may auromartically assume
that she probably spends half her time
buried in books, Denise is in fact quite like

the average teenager in many ways; onc
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Molecular Biotechnology (MBIO).

last year with a Diploma
with Merit and has been offered several
scholarships, including the prestigious
Public Commission (PSC) Scholarship
(Open)(See story below).

Indeed, there arc  some  things
that JC students can learn from their
polytechnic counterparts.

An emphasis on learning project
management skills and the opportunity
to do more practical work seems to be the
key draw of a polyrechnic education. Apart
from this, polytechnic students are also able
to hone their leadership and people skills
which are essential to success in a working
environment. Academic excellence is not
the only factor deciding success later in life.
Knowing how to inspire and communicate

JC or polytechnic route, has to weigh the

opportunity to do practical work and build
industry experience with thar of getting a
good degree quickly and then learning on
the job. Ultimaely, it depends greatly on
an individual's artitudes and preferences.
In 2006, The Straits Times reported
that 10 percent of polytechnic graduates
made it into the three local universities,
doubling the number as compared o five
years ago. In addition, authorities have also
promised to open up 15 percent of places to
polytechnic graduates in three years' time.

After all, in a meritocracy, universities
should accept students based on their
capability and not based on the institurions
that they were educated at.

Now that one-third of JC-eligible
students are opting for polytechnics. It is
high time that universities relook their cap
on admissions. 8
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lar With A Difference

who enjoys hanging out, warching movie
and shopping, along with the occasional
clubbing with her friends.

“OFf late, I've been to pubs more often,
mainly to catch up with old friends and to
listen to live bands play,” says the outdoor
enthusiast, who also worked as a parr-time
private futor.

Time management and proper planning
are the key to having the best at play and
at work, according o Denise. [hey are the
key elements in her push for excellence. To
date, her accolades have included rwo Lim
Song Scholarships as well as the OUE-Lien
Ying Chow Sc holarship.

Her grearest achievement, however, is
h;-in:;: awarded a Public Service Commission
(PSC) Scholarship (Open). The scholarship
will be officially aw arded to her on July 21.

She will be the second palytechnic student
o the
recipient in 2005 coming from \illg.l]wl\'

Polytechnic (SP)

receive this honour, with frst

This effectively makes her the first ever
PSC scholar produced by NI The PS¢
scholarship, one of the most presti

_.'l'.‘lll'i
scholarships atrainable in Singapore, will
allow her to further her education in any
top University in the world.

Denise also hopes o pursue a Masters
Degree in Cell Hmln:t-__\ and Genetics upon
completion of her undergraduare degree
in Biotechnology at the University ol
.\\1‘_"||'|1IL|:|'|I'. lll" Illli\'\'r\.lt_\ of lhl.)ll L

Driven |'r_\' |wm-||.1| satisfacrion,
Denise strongly believes in hard work
and commitment, stressing that these two
factors go hand-in-hand ro be successful.
“You have to set your goals high. Start

prepanng 1'.|||)' and know what you want

CHEERS TO ME: Demise Tum, both arh

and do you hest vo maintain your grades,
With regards to CCAs, well, for me being
in a team sport like canoe-polo, it all boils

down to teamwork. If you don't give your

es with a drink

1l it it [ Pichure by Denise Tan]

hundred percent, you're letting your seven

Ulh\'] [cam martes d[l“-'”.h et
“Anything is achievable so long as you

are willing to work for it,” she stressed, B
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NP Graduate To Compete At Cannes

BY ADDISON WONG
addison. tribune®gmail com

short film by a Ngee Ann

Polytechnic (NP) alumni bested

3,000 international competitors
to be selected to compete at the annual
Cannes Film Festival, making him the
first Singaporean director 0 make it
through 1o the Official Selection of the
prestigious festival.

Mr Anthony Chen, 23, who graduated
from NP in 2004 with a diploma in Film,
Sound & Video (FSV), will be competing
alongside 10 other international short films
in the “Short Film Palme d'Or” category,
with his film, “Ah Ma" (Grandma), based
on memories from his grandmothers
death in 2005.

The Almmaker told Tribune, “My
crew and [ were stunned by the news that
our film was selected. We certainly did
not expect such recognition and acclaim,
especially since we are still relatively new to
the industry.”

“At the same time, there is this sense
of elation among us because it is every
flmmaker's dream to have his or her
film selected for Cannes, and we were no
.L's(t'eprinn. The festival is like the Olympics
of the film industry, so being a parr of it
is really something huge for us, or for any
flmmaker, for that macer.”

This, however, will not be the first time
Mr Chen is .zll(‘nding the festival. His
graduation film, “G-23", was sclected for
the Tous les Cinemas du Monde (All the
Cinemas of the World) sidebar last year.

When asked if this time around he felt
a certain responsibility as a representative
from Singapore, Mr Chen explained, “I
don't think so. I think thar making it that
far and to be one of the 11 films short-listed
from a collection of more than 3000 encries
is, by itself, an extraordinary recognition.
The opportunity to even be there and

BEWARE: The spod tere Loveig Joe Wied fioll and fut bis e
TPicture by Stephanie Gobl

Watch Your
Step

BY DEONE EE
deane.tribune@gmail.com

ainy days have proven to be a
hazard as students to fall due
lippery surfaces.

On a rainy April 24, Leong Jie W
Maolecular Biotechnology (MBIO) student,
was walking down the pavement along the
slopc at Block 72, near Canteen 1, when

B

h: !l‘lpp'l’.".l oan (]'l(‘ Tl1g"i.]i <ir‘1jn.|gq F'rl“\ .'||'|(i
fell backwards, hitting his head on the
hard surface.

To his horror, when he touched the
back of his head, there was blood all over.
“The blood was flowing down, and the
back of my cars as well as my t-shirt were
bloody,” he explained.

He was sent to Martional University

to meet filmmakers from all around the
world is huge enough an achievement for
miyself and the people whao did so much for
the film.”

Mr Andrew Millians, Course Manager
of FSV, who once taught Mr Chen, said
that he “feels quite .ﬁtrung]}f that [such
achievements] will grow more and more
common as FSV graduates from the last 10
years permeate every nook and cranny of
the local industry”.

“In FSV we're constantly looking at the
industry and preparing students for the
challenges they face. This type of success
clearly shows we're on the right path and
getting better,” he added.

Anthony Pang, a fnal-year FSV
student, said that Mr Chen's achievement

Hospital (NUH) in an ambulance. Despite
the significant loss of blood his head wound
was not that severe, Thus requiring only
two stitches and outpatient care.

Jie Wei was lucky not to have been more
SCI'iOLlSl)' inp:red. He advises fellow students
to “be more cautious and walk carefully,
especially during rainy days w prevent such
accidents from occurring again”,

This recent case is one of the three
.\(‘Linu.\ |'CP|1r|‘| -le |.I'|f.' 1‘.|\| wo _\r'l'-il'\ rﬁ'\‘«:'i\-'l'd
by Student Services (55).

Another student, Joelyn Yep, 19, a

final-year Mass Communication (MCM) |

student recounts her fall during the Red
Camp in December 2006. "It was raining

heavily and floors were very slippery. I was |

r_u'.hin-t: over to prevent some displays from
falling. That was when I slipped backwards
and blacked out for a couple of seconds.”

Fortunately, docrors said that she did
not suffer any serious injury - just a large
lnlmp an the head.

Regarding the issue of NI"s strucrural
safery, Mr Mui Cheng Hock, Direcror of

Estate Management (EM) said: “Generally, |

the school premises are safe. But like

anywhere else, students must be extra |

careful when it is raining and the floors
are wet.” He added thar the department is
open to suggestions for issues that concern
the safety of the school.

“Mgee Ann is as safe as any other place,
but at the end of the day, students must take
safety as their own personal responsibility,”

Mr Mui concluded. 8

“I chose film because it is
more personal.”

The festival is like the
Obmpics of the film
industry, so being a part of
it is really something huge
forus, or for any filmmaker,
for that matter.”

Anthony Chen
Filmmaker/F5V graduare

was “very encouraging for [him] as a
student currently doing the course and as
an aspiring filmmaker”.

“lt shows that F5V is p!{u'idiny‘ me with
wools that will instill in me the porential
filmmaker. Mr Chen's

achievement also brings about a sense of

o excel as a

prestige and pushes me to be more creative,
experimental and daring when making
a film.”

The 60th Cannes Film Festival will take
place from May 16 to 27.

Attending the festival with Mr Chen is
theatre vereran, Mr Ekachai Uekrongtham,
whose film “Pleasure Factory” will also be
shown in a category for alternative hlm.
Eric Khoo's “12 Storeys” was also shown in
this category in 1997. B

Shockwaves Through NP

BY CHANG QIADLIN

glaslin tribune@gmail. com

1en an carthquake measuring

6.6 Richrer Scale hir Padang in

Surmnatra, Indonesia at around
noon on & March, the tremors were fele
not only in the Central Business District
(CBD). Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP)
campus buildings as well.

“I saw my laptop screen shaking and felt
my chair vibrating. 1 looked around and
saw that the clock on the wall was shaking
too. | ran out of the room and dashed down
the stairs, along with my lecturer and a few
other classmates, although 1 had no idea
what was going on. We were all freaked
out,” said Benjamin Tan, 19, a third-year
Maobile Business Solutions (MBS) student
wha was in school for a hli(.'!in{".

Although considerably
fewer people on campus as the carthquake
happened during the semester break, the

there  were

few students, administrative staff, lecturers
and children ar the childcare centre locared
at Block 53, were in school during the
tremors and they evacuated the buildings
as quickly as possible.

There were calls of concern from the
school body to the Estate Management
(EM) Office regarding the safety of the NI’
campus buildings and structures, which
Mr Mui Cheng Hack, 55, Director of EM

described as “normal reactions”.

“Although not designed 1o withstand
earthquakes, all buildings on campus are
able to withstand minor tremors and are
safe. Ic is the same for all l\u'thiing_{-. in
Singapore,” he assured.

E\'cr_\' lmihling has its emergency escape

routes, and as tremors are “just another
emergency situation”, Mr Mui encourages
staff and students o react as they would in
any other emergency.

h‘t!ﬁ-.ing the i|n|lnr|.mu‘ of emergency
drills, Mr Mui urged students o “ake
emergency drills seriously”.

EM tries to “cover as much as [they] can™
and makes sure that most areas on campus
get to go through an emergency drill,

“In any emergency, always be calm.
Don't panic,” Mr Mui advised. @

Standard Emergency Drill

Follow the "Exit signs placed all over the
NP campus. They are will lead you to safecy.
Sl.ly away from fixrures or structures that
might drop and cause hurg, for example glass
windows, and leave the building through
emergency exits in an orderly and calm
manner. In any case where escape routes are
blocked. get under a solid fixture, like a sturdy
table. If in a laboratory or workshop, um off
any gas outlets or machinery that might cause
an explosion.

Teibune, March to May 2007 - 3
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Creating A Buzz In The Underground Passageway

BY DENISE TAN

udding artists and aspiring musicians
can do their thing in the newly-
opened underground  passageway
berween the Atrium and the Student Plaza,
said the Estate Management (EM) office.
The office is inviting suggestions from
students on how to liven up the relatively
bare passageway.
On the first day of the school term, when
the passageway was officially opened, Ngee
Ann Polytechnic (NP) students rerurning
from their holidays were greeted with
music, cheers and balloons at the Student
Plaza. The passageway links the Atrium
with the Student Plaza, saving students a
mad dash across the road on rainy days.
The Student Development & Alumni
Relations (SDAR) office selected three
graffiti picces created by students to be
displayed specially for the opening.
Mr Thomas Tan from SDAR chose o
fearure graffiti for the opening because he

Adve?tise Your Events On MelL

BY PAMELA WOO
pamela. tribune@gmail.com

‘- ?’nu wont ever have to miss prizes
worth hundreds of dollars, fantastic
offers and unique events.

That's the idea behind giving Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) students control over
the advertising space on MeLs front page.
They will be able o post ads on contests,
freebies, events and targetted offers o the
whole school.

“This can potentially reduce school
spam, while increasing artendance ar the
many events on campus, and improving
our bargaining power with companies so
we can secure better deals for NP students
and scaff,” said Mr Robin Yee, The Film
& Media Studies (FMS) lecturer advises
TriMedia Publishing, the student editorial
consultancy tasked with managing demands
for the ad space.

As a sign of contests to come, the MeL
site will offer students the chance to win
$300 worth of Aspire Café vouchers,
courtesy of www.theurbanwire.com, the
e-zine published by TriMedia thar also
produces Tribune. Simply click on the
banner in McL before Jun 30 for your
chance to win.

Mr Yee explained that he had proposed
the idea after noticing that a lot of student-
initiated events organised for their Co-

BY JAIME LIM
jaime.tribune@gmail com

ine students from Ngee Ann
Polytechnic (NP) were chosen
by the National Youth Council

(NYC) to represent Singapore at the recent
Commonwealth Day Celebrations 2007 in
Sri Lanka from March 11 to March 15.
Mr Andrew Choo, Manager from the
Student Development & Alumni Relations
(SDAR) Office, said the NYC had attended
some performances by NP students and felc
that they embodied the spirit and culture
that they would like the other countries to
see. NYC subsidised 40 percent of the cost

4 - Tribune, March to May 2007

NEW TALENT SHOWCASE: Busking will be allowed in the
wnderground passage. [Picture by: Jarryl Chis]

fele that the more “traditional art forms are
quite boring”.

The art picces show NP in 10 o 20
years' time, as the students envision it. They
were displayed in and at the entrance of the
passageway as part of the Student Plaza’s
opening ceremony on April 16.

VIPs at the event were NP Council
Chairman Mr Tan Hup Foi and Principal
Mr Chia Mia Chiang,

Mr Mui Cheng Hock, the Director
of the EM office, wanted to showcase art
that will “inspire students who use the

curricular Activities (CCAs) or to fulfill
Innovation &  Enterprise in  Action
requirements were poorly attended.

This was despite student organisers
offering attractive prizes or interesting
vendors. Traditional publicity efforts such as
posters, cloth banners seemed to be ignored
by a student population often unaware of
the vibrancy of the campus.

Lai Jia Hao, 19, a final-year student in
Business Studies (BS) who has organised
events in school, is, therefore, receptive 1o
the idea.

“Most students usually don't read the
posters that we put up or the flyers thar we
give out to promote our events. But more
people will read it if it’s online since we use
MeL every day.”

Mr Ching Beng Hin, the Depury

[PHCEEANY

MEL FRONT PAGE: Adverd

WU POEFS [Phure by: Nur Hafizah Aldul 1

NP Students Perform For

of the trip with the other 60 percent paid
by the school.

Coming together from different courses
but with a common goal to present the
talent of Singapore, the students pur
everything together themselves from
scratch — choreagraphy, music, some of the
costumes, and even posters depicting the
history of Singapore for an exhibition, all
in three weeks,

“Singapore is a melting por of different
cultures, so we are diverse and unique.
Hence, we decided to put all our cultures
together and this resulted in a fusion of
Chinese, Indian, Malay, and even Eurasian
dance,” said Mr Choo.

The 11-minute routine started out by

passageway”. Already displayed on the.

walls of the passageway are poster
featuring some of NP's illustrious alumni.

But EM hopes thar art picces will not

be the only attraction in the passageway,
which cost $819, 200 to build.

Nothing is set in stone yet but Mr Mui
invites, “If people want to do busking of
something, let us know.”

However, musical instruments and
paint brushes could take a back seat if a
better idea comes up. Mr Mui believes the
various schools and Co-Curricular Activiries
(CCA) clubs within NP can come up with
excellent and innovarive ideas for what can
be showcased in the passageway.

Mr Mui said his office is open w0 new
ideas as long as the displays do not obstruct
the passageway. Alluding to the primary
purpose of the underground link, Ms Lee
Juar Lan of the EM office said that the
passageway was constructed to provide
“a seamless sheltered passageway”.

However, time will tell if the passageway |
will be well-utilised or if students are more |

willing to brave the elements. B

ream of 10 Film & Media Studies
'm Bfmldﬂludidproducr.ionwork
in High-Definition {HD) for Hi-
Def Showtime to promote High-Definition
Television (HDTY) in Singapore.
The Hi-Def Showtime is a competition
by the Media Development Authority of
Singapore (MDA) as part of its ongoing
cﬂ'ompow encourage HDTV locally. From
March 10 to April 14, contestants could visic
Hi-Def Showtime roadshows in shopping
malls and Ngee Ann Pclymch?ic (NP), to
30-second creative performance on
sll'lmcgeﬁ::1:1.1.:1:5 and benefits of HDT'V.
“These were where the public viewed
and voted for their favourites.
Armed with JVC HD cameras, the

| FMS students caprured performances by

Director of the Teaching & Learning Centre

(TLC) affirmed that MeL is a very popular |
website “with an average of 90 million page |
| raise awareness of this advanced rechnology

views monthly”.

Previously, the advertising space on
the front page of Mel was mainly for
announcing important school events. It
also has a news and announcement board.

Mr Ch'ng said that TLC will only be
involved in facilitating the site. He added
that they were happy to "surrender” the
front page of MeL.

“We leave it entirely to the TriMedia

team. The only thing we're concerned |

with is the security issues, 50 we will set

some guidelines for them. The standard

procedures apply,” he said.

Mr Yee assured that he and the student
editorial team ar TriMedia will be guiding
students on what they can post.

He said, “Just as with the content in all
our other publications, we have to ensure
that we don't post anything offensive,
libellous, or detrimental to others. The
team will be involved as gatekeepers.”

Any staff or students interested in reaching
the school effectively through Mel. can
do so by contacting TriMedia’s Publicity
.n‘\d\'cr[i\\ing & Promotions spen‘i.‘dist.
Antoinette Patterson.

| aver 200 individuals and 36 groups. The

edited clips, when posted on the Hi-Def
Showtime website drew “about 242,000
votes”, by March 29, according to an
article in Today quoting Ms Cassandra Tay,
MDA’s communications director.

FMS Director Mr Henry Tan said,
“We are proud to be part of this Hi-Def
Showtime initiative. Besides helping to

among the general public, this project also
gives our students an excellent opportuniry
to learn abour the production process
and gain first-hand experience of this
new technology.”

To prepare for their filming and editing
roles, the students were trained by staff from
Apple in editing on Macintosh computers,
while a JVC trainer taught them ro use the
HD cameras. The experience gave them the
opportunity to do production work in HD
which is the furure broadcast standard,

Seetoh Jia Yao, 19, a final-year FMS
student who was part of the crew that ws
paid more than $1,000 for their cﬁ'orr:b
said, “MDA is actually quite innovative and
creative to use such a concepr to advertise
for a technology, instead of a specific
tangible product. The HD videocameras
are actually quite heavy,., They require a

| special kind of HD-ready recording tape ro

The final-year Mass Communication |

(MCM) student can be contacted ar
antoinerte@trimediabuzz.com. @

LS P o r
CULTURAL MELTING POT: The team shows off Singapore’s

diverse Reritage, Fites by Andre Chos]

introducing dancers from the four different
ethnic groups moving o the same classical
melody, signifying unity in diversity,
Then, it takes a dark turn as Singapore
faced a period of wrmoil, with the nation

capture the full HD essence, which is quite
costly, of course, since it is a relatively new
technology in [the] local marker”
The winnclrs of both individual and
%rnyp Categories, each went home with a
;chmm HD-ready TV, plus $500 worth
of Courts vouchers, They were unveiled at
the Grand Finale on April 14, |

ggm OnWéaiﬁiﬂD_éy

eventually picking up as ¢h

change into proq 2 s
a wrnabouyr, ?:inalvlyy,r:tm L
them executing hip-
classical steps to hip
the madern Singay

dancers
10 suggest
the pace picks up%fri:h
hop moves as well as
-hop music to re present
“For i, pore asl( 15 now,
e l'im _i._ musician, I think this
e T e ve ever danced; and o
s foutine in three weeks from
a5 quite difficyle” recalled Frans

Li Zhaon ;
i Zhaoxiang, 19, final-year Mecharronic
student,

I"-"‘Ei"oering (ME)

¢ performance i
Prnd » which was held
st o arhargarmy Youth Centre in
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with more tha nl audience of over 800
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Dancing Into The F

ghtspots to earn good - and easy - money. But the recent death

Like moths to a fire, students are drawn to work at ni
of a club manager in a bar fight has exposed how things can easily go wrong in a glitzy environment full of alcohol and

thrills. GOH YING MIN finds out how students weigh the risks against the rewards.

erine (not her real mame), a final-

year Information Technology (IT)

student in Ngee Ann Polytechnic
(NP), is used to customers fighting over
her all the time as a bar-top dancer serving
drinks but that night, it was different.

Holding her last tray of tequila shots for
the night, Lerine entered the room of the
small Joo Chiat KTV pub where the seven
men stopped singing and started to ogle
and make lewd comments about her body.

Thrusting half a bottle of whisky at
her, one of them, a regular called Alan,
said: “You finish this and I will buy all the
shots you have.” Lerine declined as she had
already drunk too much that night. Buc
he persisted and Lerine offered ro drink
half a glass of whisky instead, at which
Alan bellowed, Think 1 don't know the
difference berween half a bottle and half a
glass? You berter finish up this half borle
of whisky.”
. Feeling  more  humiliated

frightened, Lerine rurned to leave the room
bur soon saw a glass botde thrown at her.
She dodged just in time as the fying bortle
missed her by inches and smashed against
the door.

As Alan called her a “filchy girl,” Lerine
ran out of the room and tried o seek
help from her pub manager. The manager
scolded her for offending the guests and
forced her to apologise to Alan and his
friends instead.

In another incident, at a small KTV
pub located in Chinatown, Harry’s (not
his real name) col leagues did nothing as he
was punched and kicked relentlessly by a
group of drunken customers. The second-
year NI student tried desperately 1o black
the blows and was subsequently rushed in
.is‘ manager’s car to a nearby clinic. Harry's

njuries were not life threatening although
the assault left him with a 7 cm long scar
across his left chigh.

Harry recalled, “It was so unpredictable!
They were our regulars who had never
given us any sort of trouble. So, even
though I could see thar they were already
quite drunk, I still served them the extra
jugs of beer they ordered. Just as [ was
about to place the jugs onto ctheir table, 1
was suddenly kicked in the stomach and [
found myself on the ground being kicked
and punched.”

The assaults were terrifying enough to
convince both Lerine and Harry to quit
their jobs.

Said Lerine,“That incident made me
very afraid because it made me realise the
dangers | was exposed to. So when a private
tutor jul: came .llmlf_:. 1 ;_;'.u”\ took it.” She
never told her parents abour the incident.

Similarly, Harry lied to his parents chat
his injuries came from a fight he had had
with his classmates, “But guilt and fear

l] 1an

overtook me and [ decided to leave my
waorkplace for good and concentrate on my
studies instead,” he confessed.

Party town

Lerine and Harry were luckier than Mr
Eugene Chua, a bar manager who died on
April 25 after being brutally beaten up by
six people ouside The Geographer’s Bar in
Clarke Quay. (See above side story)

But these departures are  unlikely
to leave a dent on a pulsating nightlife

| | W Attacked outside Clarke Cusy bar

ar manager dies after brutal bashing

industry worth some $250 million a year as
Singapore gears up to be a party own with
lots of buzz.

The lucrative local nighdife industry
has recently seen the emergence of many
new players such as the Ministry of Sound
{MoS) and St James Power Station with
hundreds of jobs created. For instance, the
opening of St James in March 200
some 350 jobs.

And while many in the nightlife indusery
say police should do more w protect
clubbers, the big players are also protective
of their reputation. They have threatened
o sue websites hosting videos of scuffles
purportedly Almed an their premises.

created

Easy money

Lerineis just one of the many polytechnic
students who have worked part-time in
Singapores booming nighdife industry.
Students are usually hired as bartenders,
lT.Ir”]]ilI\ Or SCrvers.

Lerine signed on with a small talent
agency which provided nightspots with
bar-top dancers, She was paid $80 for cach

|1‘II' top :|..1|a\'in\|_-. assignment \hl‘ [nnL on.
She also received commission for the Krays
of drinks she sold. She had a quota of three
trays to sell in a night, IF she sold less than
her quota, her commission would be $1
per shot sold, buc if she hit the quota or
exceeded it, she would ger $2 commission
for each shor.

Lerine said, “The quota was casy to
reach because all | needed 1o do was o
humour the guests, make small walk with
them and drink with them and they would
buy. For each assignment, I could earn up

= Placed on life support

to $200 including tips. In a month, I gor
about eight assignments which meant I had
$1,600 ro spend.”

She admitred  she
performing, insisting, “Being a bar top
dancer is not cheap atall. A bar top dancer,
like any other job, is a profession.”

And it is a profession subject o police
control. There is a regulation that paid
bar-top dancers are nor allowed to chat or
drink with customers before, during and

also  enjoyed

a.ﬁrl‘ [l\t:il p\'Ffi!Fll].{J}t'cs un|r.\\\ :hc_\' h,:\'u
been endorsed by the Singapore Tourism
Board (STB) and sought permission from

How the rewards stack up

Swudent  bartenders  and  barmaids
typically earn berween $7 and $12 an
hour while servers earn slightly less ar
between $5 to $10 an hour, depending
on their experience.

They typically work for cight hours a
night from 6 pm to 2 am. Usually, their
management requires them to work three
nights a week, including Fridays and
Sarurdays, making it a toral of 12 nights
in a month.

Their monthly salaries range from $700
to $1500 which includes the basic pay,
commission and rtips from customers.
Tips can range from as litdle as $2 to
$100 per table, so the higher the turnover
of customers, the higher the amount of
tips the students earn,

community

lames

the Police Licensing Division.

A spokeswoman from the Singapore
Police Force confirmed that bar top dancers
must not mingle with the audience while
dressed in the costumes used. The penalty is
a fine of $500 and three demerit points. [fa
nightspot accumulares a toral of 24 demerir
points within a rwo years, she added, the
licence may be revoked.

However, many local nightspots pay
lirtle heed to this regulation.

Clubbing culture

What is disturbing is that polytechnics
are a favourite recruitment ground for
patrons as well as part-time service staff
at nightspots.

Lured by the frec entries and free flow
of drinks on Ladies' Night, polytechnic
students queuc up outside popular clubs
such as Zouk, MoS and St James Power
Station every Wednesday. Several NP
students have even admitted to Tribune
that they ry 1o arrange classes such that
their Thursdays are clear so that they can
recover from their hangovers.

It is also fairly easy for the students o
geta job in the nightlife industry. They only
need their friends’ recommendations and
access to the Internet to land their jobs.

For example, Felicia Goh, 19, a final-
year NP Mass Communication (MCM)
student who works as a barmaid at a pub in
Tanjong Pagar, simply found her job from
NP’s online career portal.

Felicia said, “I applied for a waitress
position but my manager decided to train
me as a barmaid instead. | am currendy
paid $6.50 an hour which is actually the
pay of a waitress.”

Friends to count on?

Not all pubs and clubs scem to be as
heartless as Harry's and Lerine’s. Felicia
said, “I never got into a ﬁght betore
although my colleagues do so very often.
1 think my colleagues fought quire a lot, to
a point where our manager have banned us
from drinking in the luli]dir'lg,."

“leis A|\\'.1_\'\ the case of oo many drinks
and |H'u|!|r.' start Iig]uing.r she said. “There
was once where the fight was so bad, I was
e threw a rock glass in the

told, my coll

customers face.

All the workplace supervisors of the
students interviewed here have refused
[0 COMMENE.

Ultimately, it appears, it is how one
handles potendially explosive situations
that determine the outcome.

The police spokeswoman told Tribune,
“If staff uulkiug at the nigh[s]\mu find
themselves in a tense and difhcult situarion,
they should always walk away and get
assistance  from  the in-house security
officers instead of trying to avercome it
themsclves.” She also said thar the police is
monitoring the situation and if th[s break
out, staff should call 999 immediarely.

Despite what she has seen at her
workplace, Felicia denied she is at any risk.

She insisted, “Chances are, 1 won't get
into a fight. Evenifl do,” she reasoned, “my
management and colleagues will protect
and fight for me.”

One can only wonder how her bosses
and workmates will hold up at the time she
needs them mose. |
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NLB Collaboration Leads To Stellar Portfolio

BY AW CHENG WEI
chengweiiftrimediabuzz com

udents who have worked with

external organisations to produce a

professional video will have no trouble
gerting a job in the film industry.

So says Mr Craig McTurk, lecturer of
final-year School of Film & Media Studies
(FMS) elective, Documentary Production.

He is hoping that a documentary made
by Film, Sound & Video (FSV) student
director Azlitah Jaffar will help her along.

She and four other group members had
spent their final semester working with
National Library Board (NLB) to produce
a video on the evolution of the local music
scenc. This was done as part of their
coursework for the elective.

The  exhibition, now on at
library@esplanade, is open free-of-charge
to the public and is scheduled w run till
the end of the year.

However, grades aside, there was
another driving factor that motivated the
students to work harder.

According o Mr McTurk, “Working

YOUNG TALENTS: Budding film producers busy af work
IPicture: Courtesy of Craig MeTurk]

BY MOHD SHAM ABDUL MAJID
sham tribunefgmail com

ome Seprember, School of Film &

Media Studies (FMS) students will

take pare in a community service
project in Indonesia which aims to sow the
seed for a polytechnic to educate a small
island for generations to come.

According to Mrs Sng-Fun Poh Yoke,
the lecturer-in-charge of the trip, 20
students will help villagers plan for a
polytechnic of agricultural sciences for the
villages of Nias, a tsunami-ravaged island
off North Sumatra which is known for
great surfing and frequent earthquakes.

“Students  from FMS  have skills
such as writing, shooting [videos], event
organisation and public relations. So,
they will help to design brochures, create
websites and develop a documentary abour
Nias and produce training manuals for the
farmers,” said Mrs Sng.

Such eftores will go along way in helping
to educate the people of Nias on how o
cultivate the land, provide farming jobs
and stem the massive migration from the
island to the cities, said Mr Lester Chew,
the man behind the project,

Mr Chew, the Chicf Executive Director
of Yayasan Anugerah Hidup, a non-
governmental orpanisation, will oversee the
project dubbed “Project Livelihood".

He said, “Nias is a remote island
many times the size of Singapore with a
population of only half a million people.
Natural disasters such as the 2004 sunami

& - Tribune, March to May 2007

with external organisations helps to keep
the project on track because the students
know that they have an appointment with
the supervisor and they have to be ready
for it.”

“There’s more pressure on the students
and they try harder to get things done,
They knew that their work will be seen
when they finish ir. That was the pressure
they felt and had to create the best work
they could.

“They also get the experience working
with somebody who is evaluating them not
just for grades. They knew [NLB] wouldn't
settle for sloppy work.”

The collaboration came abour when a
former employee of NLB, Ms Andrea Wee,
who was an FMS graduate, approached Mr
Leonard Yip, another FSV lecturer who
redirected this piece of information tw
Mr McTurk.

Mr McTurk felt that the industry
experience has tremendous benefits in
store for his students and agreed ro do it
One of such benefies was thar, “[they] had
to interact with all the musicians; some of
them were even older than their fathers.”
The students were also given a chance o
interview living legends of music here in
Singapore, he added.

From the point of view of client Ms
Georgiana Glass, the supervising librarian
from NLB, “the students were very
professional and fully committed to the
project even though they had other class
assignments .

She added thae the project gave the
students “an opportunity to work under
real life condirions, which will benefir the
students as they graduare and enter the
working world”,

3 om yorng children the

and 2003 earthquake have left the island's
economy in disarray,”
Mr Chew feels that
Project Livelihood is helping to rebuild
lives through sustained education.
He explained, “Project Livelihood aims

the mission of

to educate the villagers in areas such as
farming, agriculture and education so that
they can learn to be self-sufficient. It also

aims to develop the social cohesiveness of

the unlnmunil_\'."
The project has led to the construction

Hikes of ts

EVERY LECTURERS PRIDE: Lecturer Mr McTurk, sianding prowdly next o his

thoird froum raght, (Picnre by A Chenghel|

She added that she was also “very
satisfied with the outpur”.

Mr Mel Ferdinand, a member from the
local band, Gypsy, was alse impressed.

“It was a very good experience working
with these students. They carried themselves
well... After wnrking with them, I have a
very high opinion of the standard of FSV
students from NB" he said.

When the video was launched at the
library@esplanade, Mr McTurk was very
impressed with the quality produced by
Azlitah and her group.

However, he emphasised, that was not
his primary concern.

Instead he explained thar, “The main
thing is that their skills improved over the
course of the semester and that’s the most
[lecturers] can hope far.

“I think they did a nice job with the

oy [Farteee: Comntasy of Sng:Fun Pk Yoke]

of a Farmer's Training Center (FTC),
which will allow the v]”.lgrl‘.\ to pick up
and apply new skills and achieve berter
crop yields. "By keeping up with modern
farming rechniques to grow cash Crops or
tropical fruit during the off-season, villagers
can then sell more crops and earn decent

money HJI’ [hcmw]\'m,” hu '-‘lid.. "'lhll_\, l i‘n‘d
that education is the best way to eradicare
poverty and give villagers a berter life,”

He hopes that the FTC can he
converted into a polytechnic in five o 10

fioe outstinding students. Azl

organising. They had o juggle abour 20
different video shoots whereas other groups
[who were working on the other in-house
projects] had only, say, five or less.” He also
added that the editing was well done and
“the shooting improved over rime”.

With regards to the swudents
experiences, Azlitah spoke for her group
when she admitted thar although this
might be the “toughest project [they] h.h\."
done”, she felt that the exposure provided
by the production was well worth ir.

Ar press time, there are no current plans
for external collaborarions.

Nevertheless, Mr McTurk said he is “on
the lookout” for further opportunities for
the students. This time round, he hopes
to work with non-profit organisations
as he feels that “both the students and
organisations will stand 1o benefic”. B

Sowing The Seeds of Hope

years' time. By then, he
this development project

hopes to pass on
to the Indonesian
slated to be launched by
o Bambang Yudhoyono in

people. It is

President Susi

September.
He explained,

: I believe thar if the
villagers wanr to prosper... [they] m:]klf
be open to new ideas a ! :
constantly educae
Project to continye
50 that villagers il
move forward.™

b '{:i\-"ii:ndmg of Project Livelj
Singnporcn. with contributions
i ans through the
(_:rms and the Evangelical
Singapore,
: There will be
Chew Sor Parens

the Nias co ]
detai

will be 4

nd it's our job 10
them... we want this
to the next generation,
i lu.'rp on learning and

hood costs
made by
Singapore Red
Fellowship of

a !Jrfffl“..ﬁ' conducted by Mr
of Students participating in
HRIEy trip on June 6. More
nnounced later. M
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New Lifestyle Gym Werkz Out

BY DANIEL NG
daniel.tribunefgmail .com

ith the opening of a new gym on

campus, students will now be

able o enjoy and work out on
an even wider variety of fimess machines
than ever before.

The new gym, called Gym Werkz, is
located on the second floor of Ngee Ann
Polytechnic’s (NIP') Staff Hub. It is above
the previously established gyms on the
ground floor and is meant to cater for
lifestyle activities, whereas the older gyms
were predominandy used by the various
sports and fitness clubs for their training
and fitness activities.

Mr Steve Chan, senior fitness manager
and person-in-charge of Gym Werkz said,
“Gym Werkz is more of a lifestyle gym than
a performance centre, in order to cater to
every student. Our gym is exclusively for
NP students only. The staff is not allowed
to use it because we do not wanr it to
be overcrowded.”

New users at the gym will have to
attend an orientation programme, which
Mr Chan describes as a “choke point” for
potential users. He claborated, “We have
up to three orientation programmes daily,
two in the afternoon and one at night.
Only upon erientation are students allowed
to use the gym. It’s a sort of membership
requirement, as the school spent quire a
bit of maney to set up Gym Werkz and we
don't want irresponsible students damaging
the equipment, whether on purpase or
by accident.”

With a building cost of around $1
million, according to Mr Chan, it is easy
to see why Gym Werkz is so cautious
when it comes to accepring gym users.

Said Mr Chan, “The equipment we have
here is very sophisticated and top-of-line,
comparable to California Fitness, and very
high standard-wise. We are also the first in
Asia to use the Vivo System, which enables
gym users to choose and customise their
own training programmes, set obtainable
targets, and track their own progress.”

e try to keep all our
ipment  user-friendly,
so that our users don’t feel
intimidated.

Mr Stevie Chan
Senior Fitness Manager !
Person-in-charge of Gym \Vt_tkl

Gym Werkz also has four main zones in
which students can choose to swear it ourt,
with each zone catering to the diverse needs
and prcfcrcnccs of the users, ensuring that
NP students will be spoilt for choice.

Users also need not, as the new gym
is able to accommodate about a hundred
participants at any one time, with more
than 40 fitness machines available, far
above the capacity of the old gyms.

An aerobics studio and a  sound
system which Gym Werkz has invested
substantially in complete the makeup of
what must surely be the envy of every other
school gym.

Mr Chan said, “Each of the four zones
have upholstery of a different colour o
identify one series from another, and each

Let The Games Begin

BY JAIME LIM
jaime tnbunefgmail.com

he ¢!cg;m: Lien \‘ring Chow |.i|1r;|ry

is not just a place to catch up with

your research. It is also a place for
board game junkies too.

Located at the back of the second fAoor,
the library's Board Games Zone adds a
whole new element of fun to the library
by allowing students to de-stress as they
immerse themselves in the games.

“The idea was conceived in recognition
of the growing community of young board
gamers in Singapore, evident by the serring
up of board game themed cafes like Sertlers
Cafe and The Mind Café,” said Mrs
Caroline Loh, Director of the lillmr}'.

Besides that, Mrs Loh also explained the
other benefirs of playing these interesting
board games.

GAME ONI: Schol s now @ place for work and play
[Picture by faime Lim]
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“They stimulate the students” intellecrual
growth and sharpen their minds by
expanding their creativity, and improving
their problem-solving and decision-making
skills. Nntunl)' thart, p|:1l\f'ingg,lmc> promote
interaction like bargaining and opens up
opportunities for social nerworking.” Mrs
Loh said.

Students would be glad o know that
the asea is enclosed so they need not
speak in hushed tones. Another big draw
is that food and drinks are allowed within
the area.

-Hu'}' l.im]_:|_\' have tw :xr]\,m“c their
student cards to pick from a wide variery
of abour 60 games including popular ones
like Cluedo, The Game of Life and Taboo.
According to Mrs Loh, the area was set up
at a cost of about $10,000 while the games
cost another $2,700.

The Board Games Zone is manned by a
group of 12 students as part of their job on
campus. Besides keeping the place running,
they also teach students how w play the
games and even join in should there be

a player lacking. The facility may also be

used by lecturers for teac h'lnll_; purposes.
According to student manager for the
area, Lu Jia Yi, 19, a final year Facilities
|\'1{Ill.lgc]lll'l'll for Business (FMB) student,
response has been very good, with the place
packed during peak hours.

“In the near future, we intend o set up
a Board Games Club, and hold ralks and
Board Games competitions on campus,”

Mrs Loh said. &

FOR HEALTH ENTHUSIASTS: The niew “mo-membership- requarcd ” jpymi has a riige af mane than 40 fitness machines

1Pisture by Dhmsirl Ng|

zone is catered especially to the needs and
wants of our users.”

“We oy to keep all our equipment
user-friendly, so that our users dont feel
intimidated. Most of the equipment can
also calibrare 1o your own range of motions,
so that you can have your own personalised
workout without having to suffer from risk
of injuries or strains,” he added.

Such professionalism has certainly won
the gym many fans, According to Mr Chan,
“the response has been overwhelming”
since Gym Werkz first opened its doors
in April this year. He said hen we first
started out, we had around 100 students a
day, now we have an average of 300 users
ly as more students get to know about
s.” Mr Chan also added that Gym Werkz
is “eventually hoping to hit 10,000 visitors
every month”,

Eugene Tay, a second-year student from

fThe Making
Of A Star

VANESSA NG

pusa. tribu

oung Singaporeans who hanker after

a chance at making and managing

the stars of omorrow made their
mark at the first Artistes and Repertoire
Challenge (ARC) grand finals.

Jointly organised by music learning
centre Virwoso Arts (VA) and local rerail
chain 77th Street, the competition held at
Ngee Ann Polyrechnic (NP) on .-\|\ri| 1 is
the first of its kind.

"\ |'|lJIl‘l|'l"! eams l‘l]lli‘('[‘.'d as ;lrlixin'
their

management teams, which tested

the School of Business and Accountancy
(BA), said, “The new gym definitely will
appeal more 1o me not only because the
fitness machines are of such a high qualicy,
but also because there is a true sense of
professionalism in the atmosphere and feel
of the gym.”

Teo Boon Hock, a first-year mld\‘m.
from Electrical Engineering (EE), said,
“The new gym really encourages me to
go and try it our as it is so much more
convenient compared to joining some
other club ourside.”

With sports clubs already ﬁllint_; the gym
almost every evening and non-sportsmen
so full of enthusias
it seems that Gym Werkz is already shaping
'Ilp 1w l}E a r['.\(lllr]d]ng SUCCess.

Gym Werkz is open from 8 am to 9 pm
on weekdays, and alio on Saturdays from 9
am-1 pm. B

n abour the new gym,

behind-the-stage processes including image
and styling as well as music production o
marker cheir talent(s).
Ms Amanda Lim, 77th Slrcccl'.
Marketing Executive, said, "It was being
initiated because VA felr thar there was a
lack of Artiste and Repertoire (AR) teams
in the industry, and they wanted to groom
interested young talents into  becoming
good AR team members™.
According to Mr W Jiaming, Principal
of VA and one of the iudgr\ for the
competition, the organisers chose o hold
this competition for youths and give them

the chance to hone their talents and skills.

Besides Mr Wu, the other judges
were Ms Stella Thng, editor of Lime
magazine and Ms Elim Chew, President of
77th Street.

Jonathan Lee, an NP third-year Mass
Communication (MCM) student, who
assumed the role of Marketing Manager
in his team, Revolution, said, “We decided
1o participate in this competition as we
wWere ,Iltr,lL'iL'd o [h(‘ L"Ji)pl,)Fllllli'iL'& i[ g:i\-r
students like ourselves ro feel and learn
hands on from the pros in the illdll.\!rl\'."

The top prize was $1,500 in cash and
prizes and the opportunity o produce a
commercial album by VA.

Muggamummies from Ang Mo Kio
Secondary School (AMKSS) won in
the category for secondary schools and
Institutes for Technical Education (ITE)
while Singapore Polytechnics (SP) 6FM
won in the category for terriary institutions,
Revolution was the first runner-up,

Both winning teams will be working
together to compile an album featuring
artistes from all ﬂl_‘,h[ finalis




ri-Elite Club, the only triathlete
team among the polytechnics,
continues t show it is 2 force
reckoned with when it held i Ice o
) ) eld its own
inst more expericnced teams from logal
" universities at a recent biathlon,
_ The year-old club, which ficlded 11
membcfs. came in third ar the National
U|-|i'w:r3|r5r of .\in_gapure (NUS) biachlon
during the |nsmu:c,\’“hi:_\-.i=”|_\-m‘-h“-l<
_E[IV'P} competition on March 4 a1 Fas
| Coast Park. ;
B Some 50 paricipants, from two
| universities and two polytechnics, had to
swim a distance of 750 m before returning
ta shore for a 5 km run around the park.

According to former president and
current team advisor, Keith Hsu, 24, a
third-year Banking & Financial Services
(BFS) student, Tri-Elite which was set up
on 6 March 2006, had also “come in third
[place] last year, beaten only by Nanyang
Technological  University (NTU) ..ll'I:.-I'
NUS". Their success had propelled the
team to work harder to close the gap against
hem this year.

While the team is nonetheless pleased
with the result, Keith that
more \\l'llil h&' dnnﬂ‘ £4] |1K'h1 o |)rldg&' ']N'
gulf in standards berween Tri-Elite and
their university counterparts for next
year's competition,

And despite the tough compeition posed
by Temasek Polytechnic (TP) during this

revealed

riathlet

PERSEVERING FOR GLORY: Members of Tri-Elite who participated successfully at the NUS binthion 2007

Piatare by Pand Ohial

year’s NUS Biathlon, Keith said chat for next
year’s event, “We're quite confident [abour
retaining the mantle of Top Polytechnic
team]. Our objective now is to try and get
ahead of the [two] universities.”

However he admitted that the two
universities are formidable foes for Tri-
. especially since they enjoy the “age
advantage”, referring to the fact thac the
male university students have undergone
Mational Service (N5) and hence, are better
conditioned physically.

Besides increasing the level of training

(the team currently trains three times a
week), Tri-Elite will also look to strategise
more and aim to “peak [physically] ar
certain competitions that we want to win”.

‘The team is also coached by one of its
success stories, Mr Lim Kok Chin, 24,
a Mational Serviceman who is the only
member of Tri-Elite to have successfully
completed the gruelling Ironman Langkawi
Triathlon in 2006.

The competition saw him compere
against some of the world’s fittest athletes
over 2 3.8 km swim, 180 km cycle and 42

Magnum Force Fires Blanks -

B BY ANTOINETTE PATTERSON
antoinetteditr mediaburz com

agnum Force, Ngee Ann's long-

running cheerleading  champs

failed to win any prize for the

first time at the recent national cheerleading
competition. ;

Instead, the winners of the Cheerobics

2007 Nartional Cheerleading Competition,

held on March 24, was the ACES team

fielded by Nanyang Technological

University (NTU), who $1,500

and magg:cd a trip to Tokyo to represent

Singaporein the Cheerleading International

Open 2007 from April 21 10 22.

won

Second place wentto the KR Steppers of

National University of Singapore (NUS),
while Temasek Polytechnic’s Blazers tied
with Adastra from Innova Junior College
(IJC) for third place. .

It was a huge blow to Magnum, which
had been regarded before the competition
as the hot favourites to clinch the ritle that
chey had lost narrowly the previous year.

Magnum had, in previous
years, " been the five-time _\.it:l\.I['l.ll
Cheerobics Open Category Champions
from 2001 to 2005 and H!li\lu'q a strong
second last year. What fans find most
shocking is thar Magnum r'..@icd to LI|I11..'I1
even a podium finish for the first time in its
18-year history.

Mr Lenny Foo Ceming, 26, the "f""'l‘
for Magnum Force and a ngn.uln I.-nrﬁc
alumni, however, remained optimistic. |
wouldn't use the word ‘lost’. Everybody
worked hard as a ream because Thc stuns
went up during pracrice. I .lhlrlk it was just
lack of experience because i

Force

t was only their

second time performing.”

“Although we didn't ger placed, the
team is stronger than before,” he added.
“For me, my goal for the first-year students
this year was o go out there, have fun and
get more performing experiences”.

Agreeing with him, one of Magnum's
junior members, Chan Tze Jen, 18, a
second-year Mechanical Engineering (ME)
student is optimistic about the furure and is
determined to restore Magnum Force back
o its former glory. “We will train harder
.l“d I‘C maorc El“. l]'l‘.'d.“ ]“.' .\Jid.

R.il.l\'idc Abdul Rahim, 19, a third-year
student from Film, Sound, Video (FSV)
and one of the senior members of Magnum

L feel we lost because
ﬁ'om what I saw ﬁ'om
other teams, they had safer
stunts. Ours had a higher
difficulty level, and as a
result, we had more falls
than the rest. I guess luck
was just not with us.

Rasyide Abdul Fihim
Magnum Force Menibier

OPTIMISM IS KEY: ) & remained optims
Pichure by: Aaboineme Pat
Force, atributed the team’s recent

lacklustre performance to complacency.
He explained that the 2006 team was more
PL|_\.-I-“| u\|u|_1.irn| to their pu\lcrc\m:r".
resulting in their second place finish.

This year's team, however, showed no
signs of complacency.

They trained strenuously for four to fve
hours every ni;_:]:l:. i'm lhr\‘r.‘ months during
the semester, and for 10 to 12 hours during
the holidays to prepare for the competition.
Certainly, the painful sting of losing their
crown in 2006 would spur them on to do
better this year.

“This year we also have more first-year

_ sports & ccas

es To Close Varsity Gap

Our objective now is to

W,ﬂmf get abead of the

L3
L

Keith Hsu

Former President /
Current Team Advisor of Tri-Eliee Club

[rwo] universities.

km run.

Mr Frederick Francis, 46, a Maritime
lecturer in Singapore Polytechnic (SP),
who is currently training to compete at
the upcoming Aviva Singapore Ironman
Triathlon in Singapore on September 2,
explained thar the Ironman “is supposed
to be the wughest [competition] in
the world™.

He added, “Competing at the event
is also a restament of mental fortitude,
especially during the running segment
of the race when your body is drowning
[in pain].”

Besides the competitions, Tri-Elite
with its current strength of 25 members,
including seven women, is on the lookour
for new blood, especially good swimmers,
to replace its outgoing members — two of
which are from the IVP team. According to
Keith this is “because swimming is much
harder to teach than running”.

If you would like to find out more
abour Tri-Elite, you can contact the ream
via email ;m...'.x_lrjrli:c@np.cdu.'.g or call

Keith at 98554559. ®

! tiveir performance, with smiles on Pheir faoes.

students so we have to be more serious,”
he added. He observed that though the
freshmen were relatively inexperienced,
they were not the reason the team lost
this year,

“The first-year students are acrually
better; they are what we are not.

“They are more cohesive as a team,
hardworking and will fight for their stunts
and routines,” he said.

He added, “I feel we lost because from
what | saw from other teams, they had safer
stunts. Ours had a higher difficulty level,
and as a result, we had more falls than the
rest. 1 guess luck was just not with us." M
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BY WINNIE LEONG
winnie tribuneftgm.ail com

espite not winning the nation-
wide competition The Dance
Floor, Ngee Ann Polytechnic

DranceSpore (NPDS) instructors Melvin
Tan and Sharon Tan have inspired many
freshmen to join the club.

Many freshmen want to join NPDS as
a co-curricular acrivity (CCA) and tango,
waltz and swing like the duo.

“We love teaching the students as they
are fun and always determined o do well.
The students have done a good job in
promating this sport and the management
has given great support in bringing the club
to higher levels, DanceSport is a big thing
in NP now and it will continue to do well.
We love it here!” said Sharon excitedly.

The pair participated on Channel 5's
The Dance Floor to experience different
genres of dance away from their speciality.
More i,mportdntl}', Ilu:_v wanred to create
awareness of DanceSport in the local
dance scene.

And judging by what their students
said, it is clear that they worship them,

“They are dedicated and committed
to teaching. They make time 1o teach us,
regardless of whether we are talented or
not,” said Pamela Lee, 19, a Business Studies
(BS) student and President of NPDS.

NPDS students had supported Melvin
and Sharon right from the very beginning
with some of them back to

Dﬂ \Lf\f WITH PASSION: Despite thisar hectic schedile, Meloin mrd Sharvon gave eesr best for ail Bieir perfornmces

........ etvin srrn Tand ing
ey o Melnin Tan & Sharn T rmhmb

One of the leading universities in Australia, James Cook
University offers a prestigious and enriching curriculum to
its students worldwide. JCU was recently awarded a 5-star
rating for the quality of Student’s Education
Experience (Good Universities Guide 2006).
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- 3 intakes a year for most degrees

Immerse yourself in a vibrant and creative learning
environment under the wing of our experienced lecturers at
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their Bachelor Programs
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Stimulate your mind with a professional education at JCU
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‘A New Groove In NP

Singapore from a DanceSport competition
in Kuala Lumpur to cheer them on ar the
Grand Finals.

]uggling work and rehearsals for the
competition meant they had to train way
past midnight every d.n

The hectic schedule took a toll on
Melvin and Sharon’s health. “Sometimes
due to fatigue, we are less alert and
injuries occur,” said Sharon, looking
somewhat jaded.

Incidentally,
nor related to cach other.

And as to whether they are still opening
a dance studio (they had said earlier thac
if they were to win The Dance Floor, they
would use che prize money to open a dance
studio), both Melvin and Sharon answered
immediately, without any hesitation, “Yes,
definitely. It is only a mateer of time.”

However, their main agenda now is “to
go back to our dancing and to bring NPDS
to a higher level”.

Reflecting on how they performed
throughout the competition, Sharon said,

they are neither married

“In all true honesty, we feel that we have
done our best in our performances. We feel
happy with our performance.”

And after hu\'ing the chance to assess all
the other groups performance following
the Grand Finals of the Dance Floo
Melvin said, 'E';rr.vhnd}. in
[1]< .E.‘J‘J I-i\‘.' d(‘\(.‘l’\'\‘t.l o \\'i]l.

competition,

“Everybody is so strong and everybody
did their best and 1 think that o be
able to be part of The Dance Floor is a
great achievement.”

- Option to study part of the degree in JCU Australia

- Degree awarded by Australian government-funded University

- Resident senior academic staff from Australia ensuring academic quality
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